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Others view conflict differently than U.S. 
 
The Blade keeps on publishing biased opinions about the recent Israeli-
Palestinian flare-up. It never questions why people living in the narrow ghetto 
called Gaza act and react the way they do. To get and give a fair perspective, 
Blade readers should sometimes use the lens of foreign media such as the BBC. 
For some reason, they seem to have a different definition of solidarity and 
loyalty when 1-ton bombs drop incessantly and white phosphorous chokes 
terrified civilians.  
 
In her book, The Other Side of Israel: My Journey Across the Arab-Jewish 
Divide, Susan Nathan, an Israeli, observes: "The modern state of Israel has 
come to represent a compulsive, racist, and colonial hunger for land and the 
control of resources in the face of opposition from a largely powerless but 
implacable Palestinian population. What is to be broken is not the cycle of 
violence but a cycle of lies we Jews tell ourselves that we have a two-
thousand-year-old title deed to this land … Israelis and Jews must accept that 
this was not their land, that they are living uninvited in someone else's house."  
 
Why are such voices from within Israel muted? How could the unabated quest 
to exert and expand its control over a land that was never hers be called 
"trying" to live in peace? In all fairness, the state of Israel was thrust upon 
unsuspecting Palestinians more than 60 years ago by the diabolically concocted 
Balfour Declaration.  
 
The Gaza carnage is a repeat in its gore, magnitude, and inhumanity to what 
happened in 2006 in Lebanon. Israel should know better. Excessive lethal force 
provokes enraged recriminations. Fresh bloodshed strengthens the resolve of 
hard-liners.  
 
Peace in the Middle East is not yet an illusion; Benjamin Netanyahu will make 
sure that it is.  
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