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FROSTIE ROOT BEER
Beginning with a soft drink association that dates back to
his early youth, George Rackensperger, president of
The Frostie Company, decided in 1939 to open his own
bottling plant with a flavor developed in 1936.

Renting an abandoned jailhouse in Catonsville, Maryland,
a suburb of Baltimore, he used the garage that formerly housed
the police wagon for setting up his bottling equipment ... and
the various cells were employed to store sugar, crowns, and
other supplies.

In this small and unassuming enterprise, there was born a
product which rapidly forced the elimination of the many
flavors being bottled by Mr. Rackensperger. Full capacity of
equipment was needed to handle the demand of this simple
item.

Frostie Old Fashion Root Beer had dwarfed all other plant
products in sales. Consumer acceptance and volume sales
rapidly brought about the need for much larger quarters and
larger machinery to handle the continuing growth.

Mr. Rackensperger left the jailhouse .... and a new modern
plant was built.

During the interim between 1939 and 1947, numerous
distributors in nearby counties requested and were given the
authorization to sell Frostie in their territories. As Frostie grew,
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the distributors requested
the opportunity to bottle the
product themselves. Thus,
without previous planning
or thought of licensing,
Frostie had become a
franchised beverage.

In 1947, bottler interest
reached a new peak, and
The Frostie Company was
organized as a parent
organization to handle the
appointment and servicing
of soft drink manufacturers
and to expand the franchis-
ing beyond the Maryland
borders.

So began the growth of
a product -- which by its
taste-appeal and word-of-
mouth advertising -- soon
began making itself known throughout the
industry.

Frostie began methodical and deliber-
ate invasion in all sections of the country
... moving state by state. As bottler
representation increased,
new personnel was added,
so that the planned
expansion could continue
in accordance with the
sound and stable growth
pattern used in guiding
The Frostie Co. in its early
stages.

After ten short years,
Frostie was represented in
a majority of the states. The
sales staff and specialty
force were being increased
to better service its
franchised bottlers
throughout the nation.

Concurrent with the
growth of The Frostie Co.,
and the number of bottlers

now manufacturing the
product, the services
offered by the parent to its
bottlers had also been
constantly expanded and
improved ... including
advertising policies.

Another important
development had been the
allowance to bottlers to
handle syrup for vending
and fountain sales -- rather
than delegate it to outside
sources or manage it as a
parent operation.

Thomas M. De Corse
was vice president and
general manager of the
organization with ware-
houses based in Camden,
N.J.; Atlanta, Ga.; and

St. Louis, Mo.
In 1997, Leading Edge Brands of

Temple, Texas, acquired the rights to
distribute Frostie, then later purchased the
brand from Monarch, of Atlanta, Ga., in

April, 2000.
Leading Edge bottles

Frostie in Temple, Texas
and sells to distributors
across the nation.

Here is a list of distribu-
tors, locations, and phone
numbers.

Please keep in mind
that these distributors may
be selling to  customers
hundreds of miles away.

Ashland Specialty -
Ashland, Kentucky; Phone:
606-324-1323.

Atlantic Dominion -
Hope Mills, North
Carolina; Phone: 910-424-
2292.
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C B Ragland -
Nashville, Tennessee;
Phone: 615-259-4622.

Charles C. Parks -
Gallatin, Tennessee;
Phone: 615-452-5271.

City Wholesale -
Birmingham, Alabama;
Phone: 205-945-7120.

Coastal Wholesale -
Kinston, North Carolina;
Phone: 252-523-0101.

Rice Wholesale -
Bristol, Virginia; Phone:
276-669-2633.

Bradonvical, Inc -
DixieToyz - Beverage
Division, 1732 Sherwood Forest, Baton
Rough LA 70815; E-mail:
DixieToyz@aol.com; Phone: 225-273-
9793.

Also, Frostie is avail-
able in some of the Cracker
Barrel Country Stores and
some CostCos. And also,
in Walmart Super Centers
in areas such as:
Mississippi, Missouri,
Arkansas, etc.

Frostie Root Beer in
long neck bottles can be
found in several online
beverage stores, such as
The Soda Shop, if it is not
available in your area.

There are many Frostie Root Beer items
for the collector besides the numberous
style of ACL bottles, such as thermom-
eters, signs, clocks, etc.

Illustrations:
Frostie Root Beer crowncaps.
Frostie Old Fashion Root Beer. 12oz.

Bottled by permission of The Frostie Co,
Baltimore 28, Md. by the Bubble Up
Bottling Company, Dayton, Ohio.

Frostie Old Fashion Root Beer. 32oz.
The Frostie Co, Baltimore 28, Md.
Bottom marked: “G-18307 61.”

Two Frostie Root Beer bottles,
one: 16oz amber and the other: 10oz
clear.

Frostie Root Beer pull-tab can.
Frostie advertisement (date un-

known).
Two different types of bottles

currently available, both squat 12oz
amber bottles, but with applied
labels on clear plastic.

Other Frostie flavors currently
available: Frostie Cherry Limeade
Soda, Frostie Blue Cream Soda,
Frostie Pink Lemonade Soda, and
Frostie Peach Soda.


