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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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US Energy Boom!

Combined Oil Production: Bakken, Eagle, Ford and Permain Basin Oil Fields, from January 2007 to August (est.) 2014 has increased from 1 million barrels per day to 4 millions per day.

As crude oil production hits a new 28-year high and natural gas continues to achieve higher and higher record levels of production, these morsels were too tasty to pass up. Bon appetit! 
1) 26% of the world’s rigs are in one US state….Texas
       Pat Moricca      
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2) Nearly 50% of US oil production now comes from Texas and North Dakota, and specifically the Bakken, Eagle Ford and Permian shale plays:

3) It is not all about Texas and North Dakota, however. Oklahoma is storming along (there’s a thunder pun in there somewhere); it ranks 4th in US states for natural gas production, 5th for oil, and 6th for wind power

4) Cheap natural gas in the US is projected to lead to a surge in industrial projects which could boost industrial demand for natural gas by 20% by the end of the decade

5) The new kid on the block could be the Cline Shale in…yep, you guessed it…Texas. It contains an estimated 30 billion recoverable barrels, which would make it 50% larger than either Eagle Ford or Bakken

6) As for existing shale plays, six formations are responsible for the surge in the Permian Basin, lifting production towards mbpd:

2014 average wholesale gasoline prices have changed up or down 117 times from 1st of year to date.
Exxon reports higher earnings, lower production[image: image26.jpg]MEADOWBROOK
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ExxonMobil Corp., the world’s largest energy company, fell after reporting worldwide oil and natural gas production declined to the lowest level in almost five years.

Oil and gas output dropped 5.7 percent to the equivalent of 3.84 million barrels of crude a day, the lowest since the third quarter of 2009, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. ExxonMobil had been expected to post daily output equivalent to 3.96 million barrels, based on the average of six analysts’ estimates.

Net income climbed to $8.78 billion from $6.86 billion the Irving, Texas-based company said in a statement. 
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BP Plc said second-quarter adjusted profit rose 34 percent after the London-based company started new projects in the Gulf of Mexico and Angola 

ConocoPhillips’ profit rises as production increases
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ConocoPhillips’ profit rose 1.5 percent in the second quarter as oil output increased, including significant surges in the Eagle Ford and Bakken shale’s and strong growth in Canadian oil sands production, the company reported Thursday.

The company reported a 6.5 percent increase in production to 1.6 million barrels a day of oil. The Houston oil company recorded earnings of $2.08 million during the three-month period ending March 31. That’s up from $2.05 million during the same period a year earlier.

Shell beats estimates, takes gas write-down
[image: image29.emf]Royal Dutch Shell, Europe’s biggest oil company, beat analyst second-quarter earnings estimates. Profit gained 33 percent to $6.1 billion from $4.6 billion a year earlier partly on higher U.S. energy prices said in a statement. 

Net income advanced to $5.3 billion from $1.7 billion a year earlier, according to Shell’s statement. The company pumped 3.077 million barrels of oil equivalent a day in the quarter, compared with 3.062 million barrels a year earlier.

Texas oil production set to top No. 2 OPEC country
HOUSTON — Texas now is pumping 36 percent of the nation’s oil, more than doubling its production in three years, according to new federal data.

The Energy Information Administration (EIA) reports that Texas oil production topped 3 million barrels per day in April, for the first time since the late 1970s.

Nearly as much crude flowed from Texas as from Iraq, which was the second largest OPEC producer in April at about 3.2 million barrels per day, according to Bloomberg. The news agency estimates that Iraq’s production fell 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-06-30/opec-june-output-rises-as-members-fill-in-for-iraq-loss.html" \t "_blank" to 2.9 million barrels

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-06-30/opec-june-output-rises-as-members-fill-in-for-iraq-loss.html" \t "_blank"  in June amid insurgent violence. That would drop it below Texas if the state’s supply continued to rise, as it did every month since 2011.

North Dakota’s crude production has grown even faster, jumping 185 percent over the three years ending April 2014. That month, North Dakota pumped more than 1 million barrels per day for the first time ever.

Together, Texas and North Dakota supplied nearly half of the nation’s domestic crude in April.

In total, the United States pumped 8.4 million barrels per day that month. Excluding Texas and North Dakota, oil production in all other states combined grew just 10 percent, according to EIA data.

Meanwhile, despite the resurgence of oil and gas activity in the Gulf of Mexico, that region’s share of the U.S. crude supply has declined to 17 percent, from 27 percent in 2010, the EIA noted.

Add Tuscaloosa Marine Shale to the U.S. Oil Bonanza 
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Yet another Gulf Coast oil play may have the potential to yield millions of barrels of high quality crude oil… but don’t look for it in Alabama.  

The Tuscaloosa Marine Shale holds an estimated 7 to 9 million barrels of light sweet crude spanning across a large slice of mid-Louisiana and extends into counties in southwest Mississippi.  LSU research says the TMS is deposited in a marine environment that existed across the Gulf Coast region approximately 90 million years ago. So why is it blossoming now? 

The TMS includes the Eagle Ford Shale being similar in geological age. And to put it simply, fracking has made this somewhat overlooked formation geologically attractive and accessible.  According to the Dallas Morning News, a steady trickle of drilling has already boosted the rural region’s economy and spending by two oil companies could make 2014 the year that many locals cash in on the oil far beneath their feet.  

Those companies are Encana Corp., based in Dallas, and Goodrich Petroleum, based in Houston.  Industry analysts say they expect the companies to spend hundreds of millions of dollars on TMS.  By April of this year, 20 wells were drilling and today more than 30 wells across the region are bringing wealth to the surface.  Recent estimates have oil companies leasing as much as 1.7 million acres of TMS land in Louisiana and Mississippi, spending more than $300 million. 

In Pike County, Mississippi officials say there’s potential for thousands of new jobs and billions of dollars in new income. 

How substantial might TMS be? 

In a June 18 E&P Summit document by Goodrich Petroleum, the company said: “initial production results are very positive and improving.  The Economics (of TMS) are potentially superior to those of Eagle Ford Shale.”

 It’s important to note now that the LSU estimate of the reserves contained at TMS was calculated in 1997.  It’s never been updated.
Valero remains top U.S. refiner
Valero Port Arthur refinery

San Antonio-based Valero Energy Corp. remains the largest U.S. refiner, with a daily capacity of more than 1.9 million barrels, according to a recent report from the U.S. Energy Information Administration.

Valero has the largest capacity of any refiner in the Gulf Coast region.

Exxon Mobil Corp. is the second largest refiner in the U.S. with a capacity at almost 1.9 million barrels daily.

Houston-based Marathon Petroleum Corp. is the nation’s third-largest refiner, with its purchase of the Texas  City refinery from BP. Marathon has a capacity of 1.7 million barrels daily. (Marathon calls the refinery Galveston Bay because it already owned a smaller Texas City refinery).

Phillips 66 and Motiva are the nation’s fourth and fifth-largest refiners.

The top five companies own 45 percent of total U.S. refining capacity.

Understanding the Ups and Downs of Gas Prices - Going Beyond the Pump 

Price at your nearest gas station changes from day to day?  

With summer season in full swing, people across the U.S. are packing up their cars and taking off for vacations, contending with fluctuating fuel prices at gas pumps along the way. In fact, U.S. travelers just paid the highest Fourth of July weekend gas prices since 2008. But what goes into determining the price of gasoline? Who makes those decisions, and when do they get passed on to you, the driver? To understand, you need to consider the whole story. 

Futures Fundamentals (www.futuresfundamentals.com), the new online resource aimed at helping educators, students, and the general public understand how markets and commodities impact everyday life, now provides an easy-to-follow road map of how crude oil gets from under the ground to into your tank, and the costs incurred along the way.

Brought to you by CME Group, the world's leading derivatives exchange, the video and interactive info graphic on Futures Fundamentals details the Story of Oil from extraction, through transportation and storage, to the global oil marketplace, and eventually into the gas pump at your local station.

Futures Fundamentals, launched earlier this year, also tackles complex topics like mortgage rates and food prices, all in a style that will work for an economics teacher or a novice. Visit Futures Fundamentals today to better understand the market forces in the world around you.

July rolls in and hits some motorists with fuel tax changes 

It's becoming more the norm: gasoline tax changes in July. In fact, it's the second most common month for states to adjust and implement new taxes behind January, when many states see policies kick in for the New Year.  

Dozens of fuel tax changes have hit motorists with the start of the new month, and believe it not, they aren't all bad changes: take California, for example. It cut (yes, cut!) its state excise tax on gasoline from 39.5c/gal down to 36c/gal. This should be felt by motorists in coming days. On the flip side, California raised its diesel tax from 10c/gal to 11c/gal. It also adjusted some prepaid tax rates that gasoline stations must pay before it sells the fuel it buys.

Indiana, on the other hand, saw one of the larger increases in gasoline tax. The state moved from charging a prepaid 16.8c/gal tax to a 22.9c/gal gasoline use tax, which can change on a monthly basis.

Kentucky also adjusted its gasoline and diesel tax, with the diesel rate rising from 25.7c/gal to 28.1c/gal. Gasoline in Kentucky will also likely see a bump up, with the state raising the tax from 28.7c/gal to 31.1c/gal.

Michigan dropped its prepaid diesel and gasoline taxes from 22.4c/gal to 22c/gal.

Maryland raised its gasoline tax from 27c/gal to 27.4c/gal while also raising diesel taxes from 27.75c/gal to 28.15c/gal.

New Hampshire saw its "road toll" rose from 18c/gal to 22.2c/gal.

North Carolina dropped gasoline and diesel taxes from 37.5c/gal to 36.5c/gal.

Ohio added a new tax, called a "petroleum activity tax", which started at an initial 0.65%.

Some of the counties where local taxes were raised included Georgia, Missouri, and Oklahoma, so if you live in those areas and see a bump at the pump, it may indeed be tax related. With all the fuel tax changes, there seems to be minimal impact on the U.S. national average, which has decreased since June 25. 
The cheapest states for gasoline today: 

South Carolina, at $3.246/gal, Oklahoma at $3.257/gal, Missouri at $3.259/gal, Alabama at $3.262/gal, and Mississippi at $3.30/gal.

The most expensive gas today? 

Hawaii at $4.336/gal, Alaska at $4.114/gal, California at $3.981/gal, Oregon at $3.92/gal, and Washington at $3.919/gal.

Prices will generally be dropping for most of the country this week, but I can't rule out a price hike in the Great Lakes, which generally see price hikes every 1-1.5 weeks based on the price cycling behavior in those markets.
U.S. Commerce Dept. loosens 40-year ban on oil exports 

The Commerce Department reportedly has given two energy companies permission to ship a type of unrefined ultralight oil to foreign buyers, loosening a nearly 40-year-old ban on oil exports.
According to the Wall St. Journal, shipments of condensate from Pioneer Natural Resources Co. and Enterprise Products Partners LP could begin as soon as August. The buyers could then turn the oil into gasoline, jet fuel and diesel fuel.  

The Journal report said that the shipments had been approved earlier this year and the amounts exported were likely to be small. The Commerce Department issued a statement late Tuesday saying there had been "no change in policy on crude oil exports." 

Under current U.S. law, companies can export refined fuels such as gasoline and diesel, but cannot ship out oil itself. The Commerce Department's ruling defines some ultralight oil as fuel once a small amount of processing has been done. 

The laws governing the export ban were first passed in 1975, following the OPEC oil embargo in response to Western support for Israel during the Yom Kippur War. However, the amount of oil discovered in recent years through drilling in shale deposits, or fracking, has lowered the price of ultralight oil in the U.S. to such an extent that companies have begun lobbying for the ban to be relaxed or lifted. They claim that they could get a higher price for the oil from foreign buyers than domestic.  

According to the Energy Information Administration, U.S. oil output soared by 1.8 million barrels a day between 2011 and 2013, with 96% of new production in the form of light or ultralight oil. The Journal reports, citing the Brookings Institution, that as many as 700,000 barrels could be exported next year.

Oil Price Information Service (OPIS) notes that the U.S. has so far allowed export of Canadian and foreign crude but the export ban on domestic crude remains intact. 

New congressional caucus aims to boost refiners
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WASHINGTON — Refiners fighting against biofuel mandates, environmental regulations and changes in U.S. export policy have new allies on Capitol Hill, with the launch of a formal congressional caucus dedicated to the industry.

So far, 25 lawmakers have joined the Congressional Refinery Caucus, formed to highlight the critical role of the facilities that transform crude oil into gasoline, diesel, jet fuel and other products. Rep. Pete Olson, R-Sugar Land, the co-chairman, said the group is needed to shine a light on a part of the oil industry that is mysterious to many policymakers. “Refineries are part of the process little understood and mostly a mystery,” Olson said, even among people who grasp the basics of drilling and pipelines.

In an opinion piece describing the new group, Olson and co-founder Cedric Richmond, D-La., said the oil and gas space “has been painted with a broad brush.” “As crucial as upstream operations and midstream pipeline assets are to our districts, refineries remain an integral part of the equation,” the pair wrote. “Refineries are critically important to this country; we believe our caucus will serve as an important tool to help achieve the right energy policy for America.”

The group now becomes one of hundreds of congressional caucuses formally recognized on Capitol Hill and dedicated to an array of issues, from port security and shipbuilding to neuroscience and animal protection.

But Olson and Richmond have bigger ambitions, including holding briefings on policy issues involving the refining sector and organizing tours of the massive installations.

Stephen Brown, vice president of federal government affairs for San Antonio-based refiner Tesoro, said the industry is looking at the caucus primarily as a bipartisan information sharing forum rather than an advocacy platform and Brendan Williams, senior vice president of the American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers said the group could help deepen lawmakers’ knowledge about a part of the oil industry that is not as well understood as upstream oil and gas exploration.

“One of our challenges is that a lot of people on the Hill really understand the upstream issues,” Williams said. “They don’t necessarily understand the downstream and the refining issues as much, particularly folks who don’t have refining in their district.”

The caucus will provide a venue to focus on how policy issues will affect both fuel and petrochemical manufacturing, Williams said. “It’s critically important as we’re on the verge of a petrochemical renaissance given the oil boom.”

A number of major political and policy debates in Washington could have a big effect on the sector, including discussions about whether to ease a longstanding ban on exporting most unprocessed crude. While some refiners and the American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturer say they support free markets, others are lobbying actively against a change in export limitation. Most members of the group count at least one refinery in or near their congressional districts. Besides Olson, Texas representatives on the roster are Democrats Henry Cuellar of Laredo and Gene Green of Houston, and Republicans  John Culberson of Houston,  Blake Farenthold of Corpus Christi,  Randy Neugebauer of Lubbock, Steve Stockman of Friendswood and Randy Weber of Pearland.

Florida Lottery issues scam alert

The Florida Lottery is warning people about a lottery scam in which scammers are sending emails to the public in an effort to obtain personal and financial information. The email includes the Florida Lottery logo and uses the headquarters address in the letterhead, according to a news release.

The email states the recipient has won a prize and should message the “Contact Person” to claim his or her share of the jackpot. The email provides email addresses to use in submitting general information required to claim the prize. The email does not ask the individual to pay or provide financial information, but once he or she responds to the email the scammers will request financial information and/or state that a tax or fee must be paid to claim the prize, the release notes.

The Florida Lottery does not contact players to inform them they have won a prize unless they have entered a promotional game or second chance drawing on the official Florida Lottery website or social media pages.

To report a lottery scam, call the Florida Lottery Division of Security at 850-487-7730.
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Somerset, KY says it will sell its own gasoline to the public!!!! 
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You may never have heard of Somerset, KY, and that's fine. But you're going to start hearing a lot about them because of a decision local officials made to help its 11,320 residents save money. They're going into the gasoline business. Officials in Somerset say they expect the city to start selling gasoline to the public in a couple of weeks. Economic development business coordinator George Wilson told The Commonwealth Journal that the city has ordered the equipment it needs. He says it should arrive in the next couple of weeks and will take a few days to set up. 

City officials decided to start offering gas to the public after getting complaints about high fuel prices in the area... 

Wilson says the city plans to purchase the gas from Somerset-based Continental Refining Company and prices will be based on an average of how much cities within a 50-miles radius are charging. Mayor Eddie Girdler has said the city’s gas would cost less than what’s currently offered at stations around town. Wilson says the setup will be simple? 

“Somerset won’t sell cigarettes or anything else, only regular gasoline, at the kiosk,” said Wilson. “An attendant will be on duty, probably from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., maybe later, to allow customers to pay by cash or credit card. Gasoline will be available at the pumps 24 hours a day, seven days a week, using credit cards.

Will it work?  It seems like there are many unanswered questions.  Does a business model exist that shows the town could run the operation profitably?  If the business is funded by the local tax base and it sustains a loss, how long can taxpayers are expected to subsidize the losses?  Is it legal for a municipality to operate as a retailer? Stay tuned! 

Greater L.A. Franchisee Association Suing 7-Eleven
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LOS ANGELES – Several 7-Eleven retailers are joining with an area franchise association to fight 7-Eleven Inc. over claims of racial discrimination. However, 7-Eleven denies the claims, standing by its record of diversity.

According to Courthouse News Service, last week FOAGLA Inc., a franchise owners association, and five 7-Eleven operators filed a federal lawsuit against 7-Eleven Inc., alleging racial discrimination, invasion of privacy and illegal surveillance retaliation against franchisees, and misclassification of employment relationship with franchisees. "The allegations made in this complaint are false. 7-Eleven is proud of its very diverse, independent franchisee population," the company wrote in an email to CSNews Online. "In fact, USA Today named 7-Eleven one of the Top 50 Franchises for Minorities in 2013, and has received recognition as one of the top franchisee opportunities by Professional Woman's Magazine, Hispanic Network Magazine and BLACK EOE Journal." 
The complaint states that the 7-Eleven chain's growth was fueled by franchise arrangements with small business owners, many of whom are South Asian immigrants from such countries as India and Pakistan, who paid upfront franchise fees and operated the 7-Eleven franchised stores in exchange for a percentage of store profits, the news service reported.

According to the complaint, things began to change when Tokyo-based Seven & I Holdings Co. bought the 7-Eleven chain in 2005, and new management began to exploit franchisees, which "transforms the goodwill [franchisees] had built in their local markets into corporate profit by expelling [them], paying them nothing and selling their franchises for enormous profit."

The lawsuit alleges 7-Eleven controls the maintenance of the equipment in franchisees' stores, employees' payroll and paychecks, and even the volume on their stores' TVs, according to Courthouse News Service.

The retail giant told CSNews Online that 7-Eleven bears the costs of rent, utilities and equipment replacement.

The franchisees also allege the company employs illegal surveillance to spy on franchisees and has hired unlicensed private investigators to follow franchisee activities outside of the store, according to Courthouse News Service.

However, 7-Eleven told CSNews Online this claim is false and that safety is top of mind.

The franchisees seek declaratory judgment that 7-Eleven's actions violate federal and state laws, including civil rights law and court costs, according to the news service. The FOAGLA Inc. and the operators are represented by Eric Schindler.

Ford admits to overstating mileage estimates on 6 vehicles; will refund customers 

Ford Motor Co is lowering mileage estimates on six of its models, including a number of hybrids, and says it will reimburse owners for the difference. 

The No. 2 U.S. automaker said the ratings would be cut on its 2013 and 2014 model year hybrid and plug-in hybrid vehicles as well as most 2014 Fiesta cars. It was the second time Ford cut fuel ratings for the C-Max hybrid in under a year, Reuters reports.

"We apologize to our customers and will provide goodwill payments to affected owners," Ford CEO Alan Mulally said.   In a statement. "We also are taking steps to improve our processes and prevent issues like this from happening again."

Unfortunately, the restatement of mileage estimates is nothing new in the auto industry.

Last August, Ford - which has touted its superior fuel efficiency in the past - cut the ratings for the C-Max hybrid by up to 7 miles per gallon following complaints from consumers and experts that the model's actual mileage fell short of claims. 

In 2012, an investigation by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency showed that both Hyundai and Kia overstated fuel economy by at least a mile per gallon. The South Korean carmakers last December agreed to pay $395 million to settle lawsuits related to the matter. 

"Ford isn't the first manufacturer to admit that it was optimistic in its EPA fuel economy ratings, and it might not be the last," said Jack R. Nerad, editorial director at Kelley Blue Book's KBB.com.

In the latest case, Ford said it identified an error through internal testing and notified the U.S. environmental regulator. No adjustments on other vehicles are planned after review of the entire lineup, the company said.

The EPA said it conducted independent tests to confirm Ford's results and ordered the company to correct fuel economy labels on the cars within 15 days.

Ford estimated about 200,000 of the affected vehicles had been sold or leased in the United States, and affected owners would receive a "goodwill payment" of up to $1,050 for the estimated difference in fuel costs. Cars in dealer lots will be relabeled with new window stickers reflecting the corrected estimates.

The largest change is for Ford's Lincoln MKZ hybrid, which saw its combined city and highway fuel economy value reduced by 7 miles per gallon. Other affected models include four versions of the Fiesta, the hybrid and Energi versions of the Fusion, and the C-Max hybrid and Energi.

First Cellulosic Ethanol Made in Iowa
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DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — A farmer-owned ethanol plant in northwest Iowa is the first commercial facility in the state to make the fuel additive from something other than cornstarch.

Ethanol made from plant fiber is called cellulosic ethanol. It’s been in research for decades but production is expected to expand significantly this year.

Several plants are in construction capable of turning corn leaves and stalks, wood scraps and even garbage into the fuel additive.

The Quad County Corn Processors plant in Galva has made Iowa’s first commercially produced gallons of cellulosic ethanol from corn kernel fiber. The plant, which has the capacity to make 35 million gallons of ethanol the traditional way from cornstarch, has added equipment to make an additional 2 million gallons a year in cellulosic ethanol.

Sunoco Accused of ‘Deceptive’ Gas Gift Card Program 
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PHILADELPHIA – A class-action lawsuit filed last week accuses Sunoco Inc. of running a deceptive promotional program whereby consumers are allegedly promised they can use gift cards “just as cash.”

According to the lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, Sunoco failed to disclose that customers had to pay higher debit and credit card prices when purchasing gasoline. Some states have outlawed the practice of charging more money when paying with a debit or credit card, but others allow gas stations to offer a “discount” for paying cash, while some states have no restrictions whatsoever.

According to Top Class Actions, plaintiff Howard Stern used Sunoco gift cards with the belief he could use it “at any Sunoco station and [that it] is good for purchase at every Sunoco just like cash.” After using Sunoco gift cards several times, Stern who is not related to the popular satellite radio morning show personality checked his receipts and reportedly discovered he was paying the price for fuel that credit card users must pay.

Stern seeks to represent a class of “all persons who, in the United States, were denied the benefits of Sunoco’s public gift card program,” the legal news source reported. The lawsuit seeks damages on a number of counts, including New Jersey’s Consumer Fraud and Truth-in-Consumer Contract, Warranty and Notice Act.

Stern is also seeking an injunction that would require Sunoco to modify its system so that gift card users can take advantage of the cash price for gasoline purchased at the company’s stations. Sunoco has yet to file an official response. Philadelphia-based Sunoco Inc. is a division of Energy Transfer Partners LP. 

Utah Journalist Shares Regrets for Judging C-Store Clerk 
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Essay describes experience of getting to know clerk after misjudging her. 

Page Content

​SALT LAKE CITY – In a recent piece for Utah’s Deseret News, Jason Wright used his “Wright Words” column to issue a public apology to a convenience store clerk who he had misjudged. 

In the column, Wright describes how he first encountered Handy Mart clerk Cheri Romick, recalling her “worried eyes and a tired smile.” Throughout the essay, Wright describes his (largely unsuccessful) attempts to get past Romick’s default greetings and engage with her over his regular morning visits to the store: “No matter the hour and whether I was alone or with my crazy kids, her mood never seemed to change,” he writes. 

The essay continues: “One morning, after a long trial and after examining the evidence, I appointed myself judge and issued a verdict. ‘She’s just not very friendly,’ I decided. ‘Plus, she’s grumpy and definitely not a morning person. Oh, and she probably hates her job, too.’” 

However, Wright’s confessional column doesn’t end there. He goes on to describe eventually learning that Romick had recently experienced the loss of both her parents whom she cared for and lived with, inspiring Wright to return to Handy Mart and try to genuinely relate to her as a person, not simply a clerk.

“I love my trips to the local Handy Mart more than ever,” writes Wright in the essay. “No, it’s not the only convenience store in town, but it’s the one where I am reminded that the person behind the counter, or on the street, or on the other end of the phone doesn’t need to be analyzed or judged. They need to be seen.”

June Consumer Inflation Rises on High Gasoline Prices 

June gas prices showed largest rise this year, while food prices showed smallest rise since January. 

Page Content

​WASHINGTON – U.S. consumer prices rose in June as the cost of gasoline surged, but the underlying trend remained consistent with a gradual build-up of inflationary pressures, according to the latest Consumer Price Index report from the U.S.  Department of Labor.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) increased 0.3% last month, with gasoline accounting for two-thirds of the gain, after May's 0.4% rise.

In the 12 months through June, the CPI increased 2.1% after a similar rise in May. Overall, inflation is creeping up as the economy's recovery becomes more durable, alleviating some concerns that price pressures were too low.

June's increase in the CPI was in line with economists' expectations. Gasoline prices jumped 3.3%, the largest rise in a year, after increasing 0.7% in May. While prices for electricity also rose, they slowed from May's brisk 2.3% increase. 
Food prices edged up 0.1% in June, the smallest rise since January. Food prices have now advanced for six straight months. A drought in California last year has been pushing up prices, but the momentum is ebbing.
GASOLINE STATION PROPERTY LOANS

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida has endorsed Evan Rabinowitz ON DECK 
a leader in the gasoline industry specializing in small business and 
Gasoline station commercial loans. 
For more information please contact: 
Evan Rabinowitz Direct: 646-405-5944 • Cell: 917-208-6936 
e mail-newpartner@ondeckcapital.com



CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.

Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing

 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  
Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.
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INSURANCE & BENEFITS CONSULTANTS
General Liability, Property & Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. 

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s / Insurance & Benefits Consultants (IBC) money saving programs and a complete insurance package including Underground Gasoline Tanks to meet your business responsibility.
For information Contact Michael A. Moran, CIC

6000 Cattleridge Drive, #300

Sarasota, Florida  34232

941-955-2133 ex 526 or 533
e-mail mmoran@IBCinsurance.com
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INSURANCE & BENEFITS CONSULTANTS
Health Insurance

For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you your family and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of Insurance & Benefits Consultants (IBC) as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. 

For information Contact Michael A. Moran, CIC

6000 Cattleridge Drive, #300

Sarasota, Florida  34232

941-955-2133 ex 526 or 533
e-mail mmoran@IBCinsurance.com
Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact: Contact: Meadowbrook Nancy Clay @ (800) 726-9006 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years.
AFLAC 

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

For information Contact; Jennifer Foss

 941.286.8010 / Fax 941.237.4876

jennifer_foss@us.aflac.com
                                           S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 

                                                   

Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

           City______________________State_________________________Zip______________
Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Newsletter







                (407) 774-9700

*Help Line Pat Moricca 






   (407) 774-9700

*Attorney Barry S. Balmuth                                                                       Toll free (866) 452-9400 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers' Comp. Dividend Program Contact: Meadowbrook 

*Meadowbrook Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPL)                        (800) 726-9006 ex 5325                                                                                           

*General Liability, Property Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance                  (941) 955-2133 ex 526 

*Health Insurance Michael A. Moran, CIC


                              (941) 955-2133 ex 526

* AFLAC Contact; Jennifer Foss

                                                        (941).286.8010 / Fax 941.237.4876

*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

                  (407) 332-8311   Fax (407) 332-7111 

Gasoline station commercial loans Evan Rabinowitz                                 Direct: (646)-405-5944 • Cell: 917-208-6936 

*ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard                       Toll Free (888) 600-4368

*RPM Inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing  Bill Page
                               (727) 443-1442   (800) 398-0987 

GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth 561-756-5203

912-283-5951 Office 
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars












                  New
                

Trucks












        Wholesale
                                                                                                                                                                                                     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     

If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage,  IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members

Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays
Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

321-352-0607

941-773-8758

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly".

Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 

contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 

‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’

 With Unique Special Angels of all Ages




Cast: 



Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (321) 948-4998 or

Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more.
$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____
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