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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

 Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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Membership!
Help is needed to protect the Florida Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law. 
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To fully understand the importance of membership, let’s look back upon the successes of the last few years. The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida in partnership with the Florida Petroleum Marketers Association successfully lobbied against a law that would allow Below Cost Selling. Permitting Below Cost Selling would have cost each of you thousands of dollars and put many of you out of businesses. 

In Florida, almost every year Wal-Mart / Murphy Oil along with the Hypermarketers, Big Box retailers and the Oil Companies have been trying to repeal the Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost).

Our voices in Tallahassee must be loud and clear to inform our legislators that without Below Cost; gasoline prices will increase with less competition and small gasoline station owners will be forced out of business. It takes a lot of time, energy and money to battle Wal-Mart / Murphy Oil and others (Oil Companies etc.) to keep the  Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law in Florida.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) Law. Make an important investment in your business future and join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida (dues are less than $1 a day).
2012 average wholesale gasoline prices have changed up or down 150 times from 1st of year to date. 
TO: ALL RETAILERS

BULLETIN 

SUBJECT: State of Emergency 

Executive Order 12-199
On August 25th 2012 Governor Rick Scott has issued an Executive Order State 12-199 Emergency in all 67 counties; it will run for 60 days until October 23rd 2012.

As I have mentioned on many occasions it is absolutely imperative that you maintain accurate records and have them available to respond to inquiries that will no doubt be made in advance of possible subpoenas. Those records should extend back to 30 days prior to the original declaration. Comply with any requests you may receive.

The law requires you to maintain the same margin of profit for each grade of gasoline whether prices go up or down. The ‘State of Emergency’ will end on October 23rd 2012 unless the Governor extends the ‘State of Emergency’ with a new Executive Order. 

For information contact Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700

Service Station Dealers of America - AT

SSDA/NCPR

2012
Annual Convention 
and 
Mega Trade Show
September 27 – 29, 2012
Ocean City, Maryland
Contact Marta Gates @

301-390-0900 ext. 115 • E-mail: mgates@wmda.net
Keystone XL Pipeline Gains Last of “Key” Permits 
TransCanada said it has received its final permit from the U.S. Corps of Army Engineers to begin construction on the larger, more controversial segment of the pipeline.

HOUSTON, Texas – TransCanada Corporation announced that it has now received the final of three key permits needed from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in order to advance the Keystone XL pipeline. 

With the permit, TransCanada is now in a position to start construction of the oil pipeline in the coming weeks. 

"Receiving this final, key Army Corps permit for the Gulf Coast Project is very positive news. TransCanada is now poised to put approximately 4,000 Americans to work constructing the US$2.3-billion pipeline that will be built in three distinct 'spreads' or sections," said Russ Girling, TransCanada's president and CEO. "The Gulf Coast Project will contribute millions in property taxes to counties in Oklahoma and Texas, money that can be used to build roads, schools and hospitals." 

The pipeline will transport growing supplies of U.S. crude oil to meet refinery demand in Texas. Gulf Coast refineries will be able to access lower-cost domestic production and avoid paying a premium to foreign oil producers, reducing cost and the United States' dependence on foreign crude oil, according to a press release. 

Girling pointed out building a safe and reliable pipeline remains TransCanada's top priority. 

"TransCanada has an industry-leading safety record and that is something we take great pride in," he added. "People expect their energy to be delivered safely and reliably — on this point there can be no compromise. As an industry, we need to have the best and most modern policies, procedures and equipment in place to prevent and respond to incidents." TransCanada has state-of-the-art leak detection systems, elevated safety features and specialized staff training in place to ensure our crude oil pipeline system is safe. 

The U.S. Department of State is currently reviewing TransCanada's application for a Presidential Permit to proceed with the 1,179-mile (1,897-km) Keystone XL pipeline from Hardisty, Alberta to Steele City, Nebraska and is expected to make a decision in the first quarter of 2013. TransCanada also continues to work with the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality to finalize a route that avoids the environmentally sensitive Sandhills area of Nebraska. 

"The Gulf Coast Project and the entire Keystone system will further help the U.S. achieve true energy security," concluded Girling. "The U.S. Energy Information Administration has forecast the United States will continue to import more than seven million barrels of oil each day into 2035. I continue to believe Americans would prefer to consume their crude oil from domestic producers and from Canada rather than higher-priced oil from countries that do not share American values." 
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Fire-hit Chevron California crude unit seen shut 6 months: IIR

NEW YORK (Reuters) - The sole crude distillation unit at Chevron Corp's large Richmond, California, refinery may be shut for at least four to six months after last week's fire, industry intelligence group IIR Energy said in a report that suggests the outage may be twice as long as feared.

Neither Chevron nor investigators have given any timeline for resuming full operations at the 245,000-barrel-per-day plant, California's second largest, following an August 6 fire at its crude unit that caused a spike in regional gasoline prices.

A Chevron spokesman reiterated only that the No. 4 crude oil unit -- the only one at the plant -- was still shut down while other parts of the plant were operating.

Sources at the refinery said the unit could be shuttered for up to three months. The fire erupted at a pump leaking a substance similar to diesel, according to a preliminary report the company filed with county pollution regulators last week.

IIR Energy, which employees hundreds of researchers to gather operational information, first hand, about industrial facilities across the world, said that Chevron had not yet decided whether it would continue to operate some secondary units that are running down on-hand feedstock inventories.

Chevron could buy intermediate feed from the market, although in most cases it is difficult for a refiner that has shut down its crude unit to secure enough of this type of oil to keep producing motor fuels at the same rate. The plant was producing gasoline at over 50 percent capacity, sources said.

The fire damaged the only atmospheric tower on the CDU, the unit that begins converting crude oil to motor fuel. The CDU makes feedstock for all other units at the refinery.

The blaze, which broke out as workers and the refinery's fire department were evaluating a leak at the pump, sent 949 area residents to an area hospital complaining of respiratory problems and eye irritation among other symptoms
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West Coast wholesale gasoline prices see biggest one day jump in a year.
West Coast motorists, prepare for gas prices to get nasty. Wholesale gasoline prices, the determining factor in setting retail prices, has zoomed higher throughout the West Coast. 
Los Angeles wholesale prices rose by the second largest amount in the last year, the biggest single day increase in the last year. Similar stories in for other regional wholesale prices- San Fran rose by its highest amount in the last year- a whopping increase of over 35 cents per gallon. Meanwhile, wholesale prices in Oregon and Washington rose their third most in the last year, adding nearly 23c/gal. While these numbers are strong evidence of where retail/pump prices will head, motorists shouldn't expect the increases to happen just in one day.
It's likely that big increases will lie in the days ahead for much of the West Coast. Prices will likely remain high. The refinery fire is similar in nature to a refinery that Oregon and Washington motorists remember all too well after BP's refinery in Washington caught fire in February. 
California can't easily replace those supplies with imports from Washington state, Asia and the Gulf Coast, so it's more difficult to ease the impact of the lost production, Dougher said. Some analysts believe other refineries in California could make up for the shortfall, if Chevron's capacity remains limited by the fire.

Senator Sanders Chairs Field Hearing on Burlington, Vt., Gas Prices

Senator continues probe of regional disparity, claims scrutiny has lowered prices 

WASHINGTON -- Senator Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) chaired a U.S. Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee field hearing in Burlington, Vt., on August 6 to explore gasoline prices in northwestern Vermont.

Witnesses at the hearing included Ben Brockwell, director of data, pricing and information services for OPIS; Rob Leuck, vice president and regional manager of Costco Wholesale; Jim Coutts, director Franklin County Senior Center; Joe Choquette III of the Vermont Petroleum Association; and Gail Horne, owner of the Keelers Bay Variety Store and gas station in South Hero, Vt.

Bernie Sanders significant gasoline price gap between Burlington and the rest of the country has "virtually disappeared" since Sanders on July 2 first called for a federal investigation into unusually high gasoline prices in the Burlington area, he said, claiming

"Many Vermonters have contacted my office wanting to know why gas prices have been significantly higher in northwestern Vermont than in the rest of the state and the country. Just about three weeks ago, for example, gas prices at stations owned by the same company were 23 cents higher in Burlington than Middlebury. I am happy to say that in recent weeks, I have detected a more competitive spirit among gas stations in Chittenden County and that gas prices here are, for the first time in months, at the same level as the national average."

On July 5, the senator made public information showing gasoline prices in Burlington in late June were 10 cents to 43 cents greater than a Federal Trade Commission (FTC) computer model projected they should be.

On July 13, Sanders said that gasoline profit margins in the Burlington area in June were double the national average, and that Burlington was the most lucrative gasoline market in the Northeast, citing the Oil Price Information Service. 

On August 1, average gasoline prices in the greater Burlington area were identical to the national average, he said, at $3.53 a gallon, citing GasBuddy.com.
Senator Sanders should also look into the oil companies ‘ZONE PRICING’.
C-stores Raided in Nationwide Synthetic Drug Crackdown

NATIONAL Nationwide Synthetic Drug Raid Results in 90 Arrests 
The government seized 19 million packets of synthetic drugs, such as bath salts and fake marijuana, and $36 million in cash in a nationwide sting last week called Operation Log Jam. 

WASHINGTON – More than 90 individuals were arrested and more than five million packets of finished designer synthetic drugs were seized in the first-ever nationwide law enforcement action against the synthetic designer drug industry responsible for the production and sale of synthetic drugs that are often marketed as bath salts, Spice, incense or plant food. More than $36 million in cash was also seized. 

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency reports that as of July 26, more than 4.8 million packets of synthetic cannabinoids (ex. K2, Spice) and the products to produce nearly 13.6 million more, as well as 167,000 packets of synthetic cathinones (ex. bath salts), and the products to produce an additional 392,000 were seized. 

Operation Log Jam was conducted jointly by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), with assistance from the Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigations, U.S. Postal Inspection Service, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, FBI, Food and Drug Administration’s Office of Criminal Investigations, as well as countless state and local law enforcement members in more than 109 U.S. cities and targeted every level of the synthetic designer drug industry, including retailers, wholesalers and manufacturers. 

“Although tremendous progress has been made in legislating and scheduling these dangerous substances, this enforcement action has disrupted the entire illegal industry, from manufacturers to retailers,” said DEA Administrator Michele Leonhart. “Together with our federal, state and local law enforcement partners, we are committed to targeting these new and emerging drugs with every scientific, legislative and investigative tool at our disposal.” 

Over the past several years, there has been a growing use of, and interest in, synthetic cathinones (stimulants/hallucinogens) sold under the guise of “bath salts” or “plant food.” Marketed under names such as “Ivory Wave,” “Purple Wave,” “Vanilla Sky” or “Bliss,” these products are comprised of a class of dangerous substances perceived to mimic cocaine, LSD, MDMA and/or methamphetamine. Users have reported impaired perception, reduced motor control, disorientation, extreme paranoia, and violent episodes. The long-term physical and psychological effects of use are unknown but potentially severe. 

These products have become increasingly popular, particularly among teens and young adults and those who mistakenly believe they can bypass the drug testing protocols that have been set up by employers and government agencies to protect public safety. They are sold at a variety of retail outlets, in head shops and over the Internet. 

Smokable herbal blends marketed as being “legal” and providing a marijuana-like high have also become increasingly popular, particularly among teens and young adults, because they are easily available and, in many cases, they are more potent and dangerous than marijuana. Just as with the synthetic cathinones, synthetic cannabinoids are sold at a variety of retail outlets, in head shops and over the Internet. Brands such as “Spice,” “K2,” “Blaze,” and “Red X Dawn” are labeled as incense to mask their intended purpose. 

The DEA has used its emergency scheduling authority to combat both so-called bath salts and synthetic marijuana, temporarily placing several of these dangerous chemicals into Schedule I of the CSA. Congress has also acted, permanently placing 26 substances into Schedule I of the CSA. 

In 2010, poison centers nationwide responded to about 3,200 calls related to synthetic “Spice” and “bath salts.” In 2011, that number jumped to more than 13,000 calls. Sixty percent of the cases involved patients 25 and younger. 

. "This time, we're making arrests."

Automakers, Refiners Lose Challenge to E15 
A U.S. Appeals Court has sided with EPA, therefore upholding the use of E15 in model-year 2001 and newer light duty vehicles and flex-fuel vehicles.

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Appeals Court for the District of Columbia Circuit has dismissed the challenges brought forth by trade associations representing automakers, refiners and other industries on the Environmental Protection Agency’s E15 waiver, saying that the groups did not have a legal right to challenge the EPA decision. 

In 2010, EPA issued a partial waiver that allows for the use of E15 in vehicles manufacture during or after model year 2007. In 2011, EPA expanded authorized use of E15 to include model year 2001 and later vehicles. 

The American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM), one of the groups that challenged the EPA’s E15 waiver, maintains that the court’s decision puts consumers at risk. 

“AFPM members want to ensure that all fuels sold into commerce are safe for consumers, effective and reliable, but today’s decision confounds our ability to do so. Vehicle testing has confirmed that E15 damages certain engines. In fact, vehicle manufacturers have begun to include warnings on their gas caps that E15 could void vehicle warranties. This decision will harm every American who owns a car, truck or small engine equipment,” said President Charles Drevna. 

AFPM and a number of other industry groups have repeatedly raised concerns with the use of E15, noting that studies have shown that E15 causes engine damage to passenger vehicles, boats and outdoor power equipment, creating safety, liability and warranty issues. 

Drevna continued, “In its rush to force E15 on the market, EPA neglected to conduct the necessary testing to ensure the safety of American consumers. Political science and the advancement of one industry should never be placed ahead of real science and consumer welfare.” AFPM says that its members will evaluate the decision and determine potential next steps. 

The Renewable Fuels Association (RFA), meanwhile, applauded the court’s decision, calling it “an important step forward” in diversifying the U.S. fuel supply. 

'The EPA Needs to Come Up With a Better Solution'

Federal officials mandating minimum four-gallon purchase from certain blender pumps? 

PICKERINGTON, Ohio -- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will require all consumers to buy at least four gallons of gasoline from certain gasoline pumps after the new E15 ethanol-gasoline blend is introduced into the market, according to the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).

The EPA revealed the requirement to the AMA in an August 1 letter (click here) responding to AMA concerns that E15--a gasoline formulation that contains up to 15% ethanol by volume -- could be put in motorcycle and ATV fuel tanks inadvertently when consumers use blender pumps. A blender pump dispenses different fuel blends through the same hose, and the vast majority of motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles in use today are not designed to operate on E15 fuel.

"With E15 gasoline, our members who make a concerted effort to fuel their motorcycles or ATVs with E10-or-less gasoline may be unknowingly refueling with residual fuel left in the hose," Wayne Allard, AMA vice president for government relations, wrote in a June 20 letter (click here) to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson.

"Unlike an automobile or SUV that has a large fuel tank, the residual fuel left in a fueling hose could be detrimental to the performance of motorcycle or ATV engines due to the small size of their fuel tanks and the higher concentration of ethanol that would, therefore, be present in the fuel," Allard wrote.

"In addition, the use of E15 will lower fuel efficiency and possibly cause premature engine failure," he wrote. "Use of E15 fuel voids many manufacturer warranties. In off-road engines, the effects can even be dangerous for users."

Byron Bunker of the EPA National Vehicle & Fuel Emissions Laboratory responded to the AMA on behalf of Jackson.

"EPA requires that retail stations that own or operate blender pumps either dispense E15 from a dedicated hose and nozzle if able or, in the case of E15 and E10 being dispensed from the same hose, require that at least four gallons of fuel be purchased to prevent vehicles and engines with smaller fuel tanks from being exposed to gasoline-ethanol blended fuels containing greater than 10% percent ethanol," Bunker wrote.

"Additionally, EPA is requiring that retail stations that offer E10 and E15 from the same hose and nozzle use additional labeling to inform consumers about the minimum purchase requirement," Bunker wrote.

"Since motorcyclists and ATV users, as you suggest, have relatively small fuel tanks, they should pay careful attention to the labeling of blender pumps to ensure that an appropriate fuel is chosen, in this case E10 or E0," he wrote.

Another problem with the new EPA policy, Allard said, is that not all motorcycle and ATV gas tanks hold four or more gallons.

'Hot Fuel' Heats Up Again

Judge denies request to reconsider motion to dismiss temperature compensation case 

KANSAS CITY, Kansas -- A Kansas federal judge on Wednesday kept alive class-action claims against gasoline retailers in litigation alleging that they sold gasoline without revealing or accounting for temperature expansion, refusing to reconsider a denial of the retailers' motion to dismiss, said a Law360 report. "Defendants' motion for reconsideration of motion to dismiss for lack of subject matter jurisdiction, or, alternatively, for judgment on the pleadings ... is overruled," the court documents said.

The plaintiffs claim that because the defendants sold motor fuel for a specified price per gallon without disclosing or adjusting for gasoline's expansion in warmer temperatures, they are liable under state law theories including breach of contract, breach of warranty, fraud and consumer protection, the report said.

The class-action lawsuit, filed six years ago, represents consumers in 28 states. The plaintiffs sued 120 refiners and retailers for failing to install automated temperature compensation (ATC) devices at retail. They claim that marketers overcharge consumers for fuel in hot weather, when fuel expands in volume at the station, only to shrink later in the car's tank. The trial lawyers said refiners and retailers were pocketing $3.5 billion a year in extra profits from "hot fuel" sales to consumers but abandoned the unjust enrichment claim in March.

Shell, BP, ConocoPhillips, Casey's General Stores, Valero Energy, Wal-Mart and Sam's Club have reached settlements on the matter. Costco settled in 2009.

Seven major oil companies and three large retail chains will spend several millions of dollars to install automated temperature compensation (ATC) at their branded stations.

In June, refiners and retailers said that they would pay $21.6 million into a specially created fund--BP, ConocoPhillips, ExxonMobil and Shell agreed to pay $5 million each, while CITGO and Sinclair agreed to contribute $800,000. Valero agreed to pay $200,000 to contribute to the costs of carrying out the public notice plan and administering the settlement. It also agreed to pay $4.5 million in attorneys' fees and litigation costs as approved by the court.

RYO Tobacco Machine Industry Loses Appeal 
The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals has upheld a rule issued by the federal government that RYO retailers are tobacco manufactures.

WASHINGTON – This week, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals overturned an injunction preventing the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) from treating retailers with RYO machines as tobacco manufacturers. By lifting the trial court’s injunction, the court paved the way for TTB to begin enforcing federal tax and regulatory requirements against RYO retailers and thereby creating a level playing field in the retail tobacco market.

Language supported was included in the Highway Bill, which was signed into law by President Obama, has rendered this case moot, the court ruled.

Recognizing the inevitability of the Sixth Circuit’s ruling, representatives of the RYO machine industry filed a lawsuit in court last week arguing that the language in the Highway Bill classifying RYO retailers as tobacco manufacturers is unconstitutional, citing the Equal Protection Clause and the Takings Clause.

These claims have little legal merit, and the recent lawsuit is a transparent attempt to delay the inevitable enforcement of federal law against RYO retailers. 

TTB is currently in settlement negotiations with the RYO machine industry, and it remains unclear when TTB will begin enforcing the new federal law against RYO retailers.

Used car scams thrives on internet 
If an offer sounds too good to be true, trust your instincts and leave it alone. And that goes double for any used car deal you read about online.
Car troubles --including misrepresentations in ads, faulty repairs and scams involving used car sales — are among the top complaints made to state and local consumer protection agencies, according to a survey by the Consumer Federation of America and the North American Consumer Protection Investigators.
USA TODAY reports that based on data provided by the FBI, the Internet Crime Complaint Center has received 1,685 auto-auction fraud complaints with a reported loss of $4.9 million this year through July 31. In all of 2011, the Internet Crime Complaint Center received 4,066 auto-auction fraud complaints.
Scammers are able to pull consumers in because many of their schemes give the appearance of being consumer-friendly and may even offer some semblance of consumer protection. USA TODAY says that in Eastern Michigan, the Better Business Bureau is warning consumers about criminals who hijack online ads to "sell" vehicles that they do not own and have no intention of delivering.
"Often, a good-looking car is advertised at an amazing price. The BBB notes that some type of "buyer protection plan" can be offered, but it's a scam, too," writes columnist Susan Tompor. Jack Christin Jr., associate general counsel for eBay Motors in San Jose, said consumers should watch for any used car sale that starts on Craigslist or elsewhere, but then the seller supposedly moves the transaction to another website. Christin also said that consumers need verifiable evidence that confirms the seller is the actual owner of the vehicle. Tompor noted that given the nature of the internet and online information, it's easy to show photos of a car online or via e-mail that you don't own.
These are some of the 'red flags' to watch for: 
The con artist in a used-car scam may refuse to meet the buyer in person or even allow a vehicle inspection claiming they're moving soon or they need to rush the sale. Don't get caught up in a long sob story; (i.e., the seller may claim he has to sacrifice the vehicle for fast cash because his/her spouse or child needs a life-saving operation...)
Do not use a money transfer service, such as Western Union, to pay a stranger for a used car or other item. Such services are convenient but best used to send money to people you know. Always look for transparency and third-party verification of the facts and the transaction. If you have doubts, walk away. And if you think you've been ripped off, contact your state's Attorney General's office immediately. Every state AG fields consumer autmotive complaints and they may be able to rectify the problem you bring them, or, at least help prevent it from happening to someone else. 

Controlling C-Store Real Estate

Financial expert predicts wave of wholesaler/distributor consolidation 

SALT LAKE CITY-- Ten years ago, the propane industry was fragmented, with many regional distributors happy to be the big fish in small ponds.

A change in the federal tax code that opened up the development of MLPs--or master limited partnerships--changed that to the point where the propane industry today is generally owned by three major distributors, MLPs that consolidated the industry. Mark HuhndorffIs a similar consolidation possible for the convenience store industry? At least one financial expert says yes.

"Ten or 15 years from now, you will probably see three, four or five MLPs that control the c-store piece," Mark Huhndorff speculated during an Outlook Leadership Conference panel discussion on the "Current State of the Capital Markets & Capital Innovation."

Huhndorff, managing director of Dallas-based Raymond James, which recently acquired the Morgan Keegan investment banking firm, compared the c-store industry to the propane industry of a decade ago. "Ten years ago, the propane industry was like c-stores today, very fragmented," he said. "Today, through MLP consolidation, there are really only three propane MLPs. They own the industry. Similarly, we see a wave of consolidation coming in the [gasoline] wholesale/distribution business." Huhndorff and his colleagues are quick to add, however, that even if the MLPs--a specific type of publicly traded partnership that allows the pass through of operating results directly to unitholders--do buy up c-store real estate across the country, they'll still need multiple operators to work the sites.

"Quality operators are still very necessary to make the MLP strategy work," said Scott Garfinkle, also a managing director at Raymond James, noting that MLPs make their money on rent and gasoline margins. "Someone still has to operate the stores and make them work."

Safeway Ends Club Card Gas Discount Program

Supermarket chain denies below-cost decision prompted discontinuation 

OAKLAND, Calif. -- A gas station in Dixon, Calif., that said Safeway hurt its business by offering cheaper gasoline to customers has taken credit for the supermarket chain's recent decision to shelve the promotion, according to a report by Courthouse News Service.

Safeway discontinued the Club Card program nationwide, three months after Alameda Superior Court Judge Wynne Carvill ordered a preliminary injunction based on claims that the fuel promotion hurt local competitors, said the news agency.

Dixon Gas Club attorney James Dombroski told Courthouse News that the decision leaves room for him to seek a permanent injunction against the Safeway's Club Card and Gas Rewards programs.

"We're going to continue to attempt to obtain injunctive relief to enjoin the discount programs by Safeway that result in Safeway selling its gas below cost," Dombroski said. He added that the case will go to trial in early 2013. Dixon Gas Club filed the first lawsuit over Safeway's gasoline program in May 2008.

But Safeway spokesperson Teena Massingil lsaid; "we have been able to obtain low prices from our suppliers, and pass along those savings to our valued customers," she said. She added, "Our customers can continue to earn significant fuel savings through our Gas Rewards program. The court order simply says that Safeway will comply with the laws governing the sale of fuel, and we already are doing so."

Competing gas stations like Dixon had claimed that Safeway's conduct violated California's Unfair Practices Act.

Safeway's Club Card promotion offered customers a 0.03% discount on every gallon of gasoline, and the grocery rewards program gave customers a discount coupon for gasoline depending on the amount of groceries they bought.

Pointing to an April internal document describing Safeway's pricing strategy, Judge Carvill found sufficient proof that the store's policies hurt local gas stations, said the report.

"This means that the consumer will ultimately benefit by fair competition in compliance with California laws, especially independent gas stations who have lost substantial business because of Safeway's predatory pricing practices," attorneys James Dombroski and Ali Kamarei said in a statement. "This also means that jobs may be saved at gas stations competing with Safeway."

"If they run all the competitors out of business, Safeway will be able to control the price and increase the prices," he said. "That's where the consumer gets hurt."

Valero Plans Separation of Retail Business
Valero Energy Corp.’s board of directors has given the official OK for the company to sell or spin off its network of fuel stations, which could be worth as much as $2.8 billion, Businessweek reported.

Spinning off the retail business is one of many moves CEO Bill Klesse has made to raise shareholder value, which have included boosting the company’s dividend and promising to buy back stock, Fadel Gheit, a New York-based analyst at Oppenheimer & Co., told Businessweek. “Valero is the largest refiner in the U.S. and is by far the most undervalued,” Gheit said.

Cory Garcia, a Houston-based analyst with Raymond James & Associates Inc., estimated the worth of Valero’s retail segment which includes more than a thousand company-owned and branded gasoline and diesel stations in the U.S. and Canada between $2 billion and $2.8 billion.

.

CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing
 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  
Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.
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COUNTERFEIT MONEY IS BEING PASSED IN YOUR AREA i

COUNTERFEIT

1. THE FONT OF "FEDERAL RESERVE NOTE” ON COUNTERFEIT IS DIFFERENT
FROM GENUINE.

2. COUNTERFEIT TREASURY SEAL IS MISSING PART OF THE KEY BIT AND.
THERE 1S A SPACE IN THE BOTTOM OF THE SHIELD.
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AFLAC 

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com 
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact: Contact: Meadowbrook @ (800) 726-9006 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years
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  General Liability, Property & Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s / Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc. money saving programs and a complete insurance package including Underground Gasoline Tanks to meet your business responsibility.
Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Health Insurance
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For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you your family and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Low premiums for individual. 
For information Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
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We would like to make you aware that Insurance Office of America (IOA) owns a subsidiary called Payroll Office of America (POA). POA offers state-of-the art payroll, tax and HRIS system solutions. They are a full service company providing all the same services as other national providers. Contact Cindy Antor @ (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 
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                                     S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 
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Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

           City______________________State_________________________Zip______________
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars












                  New
                

Trucks












        Wholesale
                                                                                                                                                                                                     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     
If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage,  IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
Corrosion Protection & Solutions LLC
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Protects all pump Dispenser electric and Computer Boards.  
NON-FLAMMABLE 

A SYNTHETIC COATING SOLUTION 

Not a Waxy Substance  

Not an Oil Base 

Not a Hard Coating 

Super Corr  will not run or harden, effective for all extreme tempertures. 

Super Corr  is a Self Healing Material ! 

SUPER CORR's Anti-Corrosion Inhibitors Protect:

   Electrical and Mechanical Applications Providing:
     Superior Moisture Protection
     Hydrophobic
     Superior General and Fretting Corrosion Protection
     Superior Surface Static Electricity Protection
     Superior Corona Protection
     Other electro-migration protection problems
     Superior lubrication coefficient
     For all close-tolerance components uses
     Does Not Attract Contaminants, An Anti-static

 For use on wiring, connectors, circuitry, all avionics, nano-circuitry, and mechanical part applications for civilian and military applications. Superior in marine applications. 
Field Service Representative: Frank Lapnieewski Telephone: 813-447-1026 
 email: Frank@corrosionpro.com
Contact Robert Kay or Ronald Knight @813-831-4006 Fax 813-831-1238 e mail rk@lektrotech.com 
Web-site www.lektrotech.com
AMSOIL Dealership Opportunities

Synthetic motor oil is the fastest growing area of the "do it for me" market, and AMSOIL has a great product line for your customers. 

Whether you are buying AMSOIL for yourself, your garage or to become an independent dealer, I am here to help you!

Jerrold Schiff

http://www.oilfl.com

407-619-8441
Schiffkey Consultants Inc.
Jerrold Schiff
Land: (407) 772-2081 Mobile: (407) 619-8441

mailto:jerrold@schiffkey.com
http://www.schiffkey.com
Computer Virus Removal - Web site hosting - Web site SEM SEO 

http://www.schiffkey.com

Don't get mad - get HELP ! 
Computer Virus Removal
Computer Repair Orlando 

HOUSE CALLS - 7 days a week 

Panic Popups Porn Spam
Computer runs slowly or freezes? 
Satisfaction guarantee or your viruses cheerfully refunded 

Web Site Hosting
Web Site Search Engine Optimization
see existing customers - quick - fast - seo - sem - great results ! 

- fast - seo - sem - great results ! 
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Newsletter







(407) 774-9700

*Help Line Pat Moricca 






(407) 774-9700

*Daily Fuel Prices






 (407) 774-9700

*Attorney Barry S. Balmuth                                                           Toll free (866) 452-9400 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers' Comp. Dividend Program Contact: Meadowbrook 

*Meadowbrook Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPL)  @            (800) 726-9006                                                                                           

*Health Insurance contact Curtis Colbert
               (239)-980-1291 cell
*Property & Casualty Liability Curtis Colbert                                               (239)-980-1291 cell                                                                         

*Underground Storage Tank Insurance Curtis Colbert                                (239)-980-1291 cell                                                             
*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

   (407) 332-8311   Fax (407) 332-7111 

*ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard           Toll Free (888) 600-4368

*RPM Inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing  Bill Page
                 (727) 443-1442   (800) 398-0987 

*Pump Computer Board Corrosion Protection & Solutions LLC 

Contact Ronald Knight or Robert Kay                                                         (813) 831-1238

*AFLAC Contact Randy Webber 

     (407) 908-4262

*Payroll Cindy Antor
                 (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth  

561-756-5203 
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members

Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays

Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

321-352-0607

941-773-8758

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly".
Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 
contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 
‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’
 With 27 Unique Special Angels of all Ages




Cast Father Tom



Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Gerry Kelly - Debbie Karleskint
Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (407) 252-0957 or

Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more. 
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