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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

 Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
National Presence,
- Local Care

A2L Technologies has helped thousands of small business owners just like
you remediate their contaminated sites. We offer turnkey services and
innovative cleanup technologies to ensure minimal impact to your business
operations.

We work around your schedule and business needs
Financing is available for the deductible part of your insurance coverage
We invoice the insurance company direct - eliminating your out of pocket
costs
We handle all of the state paperwork
We offer discounts for multiple sites

e Like you, we are a small business enterprise, and as such your business
is very important to us

Call us today for a FREE consultation!

Contact: Larry G. Schmaltz, PE
A2L Technologies, Inc.
10220 Harney Road NE

Thonotosassa, FL 33592
Ph: 813-248-8558
Fax: 813-248-8656

www.A2LTechnologies.com




Typical oil company attitude!
The story below is a typical oil company attitude towards franchise gasoline station dealers’ throughout the U S. The arrogance of the oil companies of their right to break Federal and State Statute without consequences is beyond fair trade practices. 
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The oil companies know because of finances, it’s difficult to sue and will appeal every decision and retaliate against the retailer. Many horror stories can be found on our web-site, and click on the Gasoline Nozzle Magazine. January wholesale gasoline increase, 20cts/gal. 
A case of Oil Company abuse and arrogance!!!
Dealers Sue to Stop Couche-Tard's (Circle K) Purchase of 322 Mobil Sites

Cite attempts by refiner to circumvent state, federal law over California deal 

LOS ANGELES -- Scores of dealers have filed suit in California to stop the sale of their Mobil stations to convenience store chain Circle K. The retailers accuse Exxon Mobil Corp. of trying to circumvent state law and want the courts to issue temporary restraining orders blocking any assignment of their franchises until the refiner agrees to modify its proposed purchase agreements.

In addition, the retailers are asking that ExxonMobil be barred from any "retaliatory conduct" against them because their lawsuit--one of the clauses in the purchase agreements requires that dealers forfeit their deposit money, lose their current lease and the right to buy their stations if they exercise their rights to sue ExxonMobil under the Petroleum Marketing Practices Act or California state law. ExxonMobil declined comment. "As a matter of policy, ExxonMobil doesn't comment on pending litigation," a spokesperson said. ExxonMobil signed a deal to sell 322 sites in Southern California to Laval, Quebec-based Alimentation Couche-Tard Inc.'s U.S. subsidiary Circle K in July 2011. The agreement included the sale of approximately 165 dealer-leased properties, as well as several sites operated by open dealer, third-party lessees or ExxonMobil itself. The precise number of retailers who have filed suit is unclear, but it is believed to be near the 100 mark, with separate suits being lodged in multiple courts, according to dealer sources.

The attorney representing the retailers, Tom Bleau, said he could not discuss the litigation because of ongoing talks with ExxonMobil. Under California law, ExxonMobil is required to give retailers the right of first refusal on their stations before assigning their leases to Circle K. It must be a bona fide offer to sell at a fair market value and at commercially reasonable terms.

The dealers say Exxon is not giving them a fair price for their stations but rather has set "artificially inflated" prices to get around California's first-refusal requirements. The company has also imposed other conditions that are in breach of state law. Retailers say ExxonMobil's sale and purchase agreements are "totally one-sided" and were presented on a "take-it-or-leave it" basis. "This is about the most one-sided agreement that I've seen in a long time, it even tries to strip us of our rights to sue under federal and state law," one dealer said.

In particular, retailers are angry about a requirement that they sign waiver agreements that make them responsible for any environmental contamination at their sites, whether existing or still to be discovered. The clause says dealers must pay for any cleanup work that is deemed not to be Circle K's responsibility under a separate side agreement that ExxonMobil is signing with the c-store chain. Additionally, dealers must promise not to sue ExxonMobil for any lost profits or punitive damages as a result of any fraudulent conduct regarding concealment of contamination.

The terms of the agreements, together with the inflated purchase prices, are designed to make it difficult for dealers to qualify for loans to buy their properties, the retailers say. ExxonMobil wants to force them to assign their first refusal rights to Circle K, which then would be able to buy their stations as Mobil-branded deed-restricted property. The dealers would not be able to rebrand the sites or further develop the premises.

ExxonMobil also wants retailers to: Give Exxon the right to terminate any sales agreement if the tanks fail leak tests, rather than repairing the underground system;

Allow their franchises to be assigned to Circle K, and sign a 15-year branded supply contract as a covenant to the deed of the site; Commit to a confidentiality clause about the sale and purchase agreement, release ExxonMobil from any possible PMPA claims under their lease agreements and waive all their rights under state law to a jury trial of any claims; as well as, agree that any disputes between ExxonMobil and the dealer will be resolved under the state laws of Virginia law rather than the more liberal laws of California.

Retailers also say that ExxonMobil moved to sell part of their marketing premises without first offering refusal rights to them. They cite a deal the company inked in the fall of 2010 granting a firm called Pacific Coast Fund LLC perpetual easements for all billboard rights for all their stations for the sum of $10 in an effort to circumvent state law. ExxonMobil retained reversion rights to the locations that it can exercise at any time, the lawsuit says.
Valero Reports Best-Ever Year ExxonMobil 26% increase in 2011

For 2011, Valero earned $2.1 billion, compared to $923 million in 2010. The largest petroleum company in the world, ExxonMobil earned a net profit of $41.06 billion for 2011, compared to $30.46 billion in 2010 a 26% increase.

Gasoline Prices Surge as N.J. Refineries Shut for Repairs
Wholesale gasoline prices for the week-ended Jan. 30 were sharply higher in most major metropolitan markets across the U.S. , with those costs pushed up by a string of refinery closures due to economics and unscheduled repairs.

On Friday (1/27), the New York Mercantile Exchange RBOB (Reformulated Blendstock for Oxygenate Blending) futures contract spiked to a five-month high on reports in trading circles that a gasoline making unit at ConocoPhillips Bayway refinery in New Jersey was shut due to a malfunction.

Trade sources reported a fluid catalytic cracker outage at the 238,000 barrel per day (bpd) Bayway refinery, situated in northeast N.J. in Linden. The report, which wasn’t confirmed or denied by ConocoPhillips, came on the heels of a series of announced refinery shutdowns impacting the New York Harbor region, which is the delivery location for the RBOB futures contract. At one point the RBOB contract, which serves as the U.S. benchmark in setting gasoline prices, shot up more than 12 cents on the news.

The outage at Linden followed an unconfirmed report earlier in the week that Hess shut its 70,000 bpd FCC at Port Reading, N.J., with the potential for the gasoline unit to be offline for as many as three weeks.

Gasoline demand is weakest in January and February, with the preliminary data showing the gasoline consumption rate weaker than usual. Meanwhile, refining capacity is operating in the low 80% of overall capacity, with the Energy Information Administration (EIA) detailing an 82.2% run rate for the week-ended Jan. 20, the most recent data available. So, these outages shouldn’t have had as big an effect on gasoline wholesale costs as they did.

However, the unplanned outages are occurring in the midst of a consolidation of refining capacity for the Mid-Atlantic and in Europe, while a refinery in the US Virgin Islands will shut permanently.

Additionally, Petroplus, Europe’s largest independent refiner with five facilities and a 667,000 bpd crude processing capacity, announced on Jan. 24 that it was insolvent and filing for bankruptcy. The company was already forced to shut three of the refineries at the start of the year due to a lack of funds to sustain operations, and announced that the other two plants would also be shut.

Europe typically exports gasoline to the U.S., with the New York Harbor the country’s largest receipt point for imported gasoline. In addition to the likelihood that tightening supply availability will reduce gasoline imports to the U.S., there’s the potential for tight supply across the Atlantic to lure U.S. exports.

Ahead of these events, ConocoPhillips announced in 2011 that it would permanently shut the 185,000 bpd Trainer refinery near Philadelphia, Pa., with the plant now shut and headed for demolition if a buyer is not found by the end of February. Sunoco has shut its 178,000 bpd Marcus Hook refinery near Philadelphia, with no plans to restart the facility, and will end operations at its 335,000 bpd Philadelphia refinery in the summer. Sunoco, which is exiting the refining business, is looking for buyers for those plants.

The cumulative effect of these planned and unplanned outages was to rally gasoline prices, setting the stage for higher retail prices not just now, but also during the summer months when driving demand peaks.

HOVENSA Closes Refinery
CITGO outlines plans to replace supply. 

HOVENSA has announced the permanent closure of its refinery located in St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, a joint venture between Petróleos de Venezuela, S.A. (PDVSA) and Hess Corp. 

CITGO has a supply off-take agreement with HOVENSA and has developed plans to replace this supply.  These well-defined plans are designed to fulfill CITGO’s obligations to its customers in full support of its CITGO brand and its programs. Plans include a variety of options to prevent disruptions to the supply chain.

“At CITGO, building upon the combined support of our U.S. refining might with a capacity of approximately 749,000 barrels per day, one of the most extensive terminal networks in the U.S., and an experienced and talented Supply and Marketing team, we are well-positioned to supply the marketplace with the fuel it needs,” the company said.  “While we will be acquiring product from alternate sources and deploying alternative logistical methods to ensure supply, we are committed to fulfilling the obligations we have to our customers and remain competitive while doing so.”

This Island Pittsburgh

Special gasoline, refinery closures could lead to shortages, higher prices in S.W. Pa. 

PITTSBURGH -- The closing of three refineries in southeastern Pennsylvania and a rule requiring special gasoline in the Pittsburgh region during the summer are creating conditions which could result in much higher prices for gasoline in western Pennsylvania and the potential for fuel shortages. The U.S. Department of Energy has already reported the closing of three refineries in eastern Pennsylvania will result in spot shortages of gasoline and price increases of up to five cents a gallon. What has not been reported until now is the impact those closures will have on western Pennsylvania because of its special summer gasoline requirement. 

In 1999, the state Department of Environmental Protection adopted a regulation requiring a unique blend of gasoline be sold in Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Washington and Westmoreland counties from May 1 to September 15 with a Reid vapor pressure (RVP) of 7.8 pounds per square inch. Regular gasoline has an RVP of 9.0 pounds per square inch.

Complicating the picture even more is another federal rule adopted in the mid-2000s requiring the blending of ethanol into gasoline which increases the RVP of gasoline, exactly opposite of what the lower RVP rule in Pittsburgh is trying to achieve. The state regulation makes the Pittsburgh region a virtual island in terms of supplying it with gasoline. You need to go over 300 miles away from Pittsburgh to find another area with a similar gasoline requirement. The outlook for this spring is even more troubling.
If the supply of 7.8 RVP gasoline was completely disrupted, it would take over 200 transports daily traveling over great distances to keep the area supplied. The study, conducted by Kevin J. Lindemer LLC, examined the impact of the potential closure of the three refineries in southeastern Pennsylvania, which were supplying low RVP to the Pittsburgh region, on top of already tight supplies of complying gasoline. This could result in significant gasoline price increases over and above the cost of gasoline.

Forecasts possible return of $4 gas, suggests Memorial Day could see $5 fuel? 

Annual Gasoline Price Outlook for 2012. 

Its tiered scenarios indicate that prices could break the $4 per gallon mark by April and approach $5 per gallon for Labor Day in some markets.

Continued destabilization of Iran and perhaps other parts of the Middle East will make a strong impact on gasoline prices. Continued threats will haunt the market and could drive prices higher. Iran continues to be a major factor that could result in higher gasoline prices in 2012.

Record gasoline and distillate exports have kept pressure on domestic prices. As of January, 2012, the Energy Information Administration (EIA) reports that distillate exports amount to almost 25% of all domestic production.

Refineries may elect to send material out of the United States as margins become slim on gasoline during the cooler months.

The proposed Keystone XL pipeline has the potential to shake up prices; all we have to do is approve and start of the Keystone XL pipeline project and lessen our dependency on OPEC.
Keystone XL Pipeline Proposal Still Progressing

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Keystone XL pipeline deal may not be dead after all. TransCanada Corp., author of the proposal that would link the Canadian Oil Sands with the U.S. Gulf Coast, said it's accepted a request by the Administration to reapply for a permit.

The Administration rejected the 1,700-mile pipeline proposal, mainly because more studies must be done about the potential environmental impact of Keystone XL. A need to reroute the pipeline around sensitive environmental areas in Nebraska was one reason the Administration rejected the plan.

Denying the permit will allow the Administration to delay a decision on the revised TransCanada proposal until 2013, Bloomberg reported. John Stephenson, asset manager for First Asset Management Inc. in Toronto, told the news outlet that he believes November's presidential election is the major obstruction to getting the Keystone project approved.

"This is clearly the biggest infrastructure project on the continent, and once the election is settled, we believe it will be approved," Stephenson said. Even if the U.S. president did not approve the revised Keystone XL application, TransCanada has another option,
according to Bloomberg. The Calgary, Alberta-based company could build U.S.-only pipeline segments, which don't require federal approval, and apply later for permission to connect the pipelines to the Canadian Oil Sands.

ConocoPhillips' CEO Jim Mulva disappointed by the Administration decision to reject the original application, which the U.S. State Department said could add thousands of jobs for the two years needed to build the project.

Litigation Threatens Future of Shell Convenience Stores

NE marketer and partners spar in court, allege theft, death threats and a bill for Yankees tickets 

NEW YORK -- The court documents are many inches thick and at times read more like a John Grisham whodunit than the traditional fusses that find themselves before a judge.

But what is clear is that the future ownership of several-dozen Shell gas stations and convenience stores in New York is in question following a dispute between wholesaler Sammy ElJamal and his business backers that has led to allegations of theft, an office break-in and threats to hire hit-men.

The charges and counter-charges are part of lawsuits involving two businessmen who helped ElJamal finance the $43.27-million acquisition of 88 Shell sites and supply contracts in New York City, Long Island and Westchester in 2010.

The businessmen want to oust ElJamal as a manager of limited liability companies the three of them formed to complete the Shell deal and have been looking for a buyer willing to pay $25 million for their “properties owned or leased.” In turn, ElJamal has been trying to raise funds to buy out his partners.

Although it is not clear from the documents how many sites would be sold, Shell, while taking no apparent side, has said it may put as many as 41 leased units back on the market.

Staff May Face Criminal Charges

Dept. of Justice still investigating Gulf Coast oil spill 
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HOUSTON -- U.S. prosecutors are preparing what would be the first criminal charges against BP Plc staff after the worst U.S. oil spill last year, according to a Wall Street Journal report.

Prosecutors are focused on whether some BP employees, including several Houston-based engineers and at least one supervisor, provided false information to regulators about the risks linked to the drilling of the Macondo well in the Gulf of Mexico, the newspaper reported. Department of Justice officials said in September that they are looking at whether BP failed to properly report changes in key pressure measurement during the drilling process. Felony charges could be filed in early 2012, according to the WSJ report. Conviction on such charges carry penalties of up to five years in prison, as well as a fine.

The Deepwater Horizon oil-rig explosion killed 11 people and resulted in an environmental disaster in the Gulf of Mexico.

Legal experts say BP itself is expected to face broader criminal charges, including violations of the federal Clean Water Act, according to the report. The company already is appealing what could amount to $36.6 million in administrative fines levied by U.S. regulators for safety violations.

BP spokesmen declined to comment on the report. The company has said it believed the accident was caused by a combination of events that involved multiple parties, not just BP, according to the report.

Two N.Y. Retailers Fined for Gasoline-Price Gouging

State's "comprehensive review" finds little manipulation 

The first action was taken against JW Station Corp. (dba Gulf Gas Station) in Farmingdale, N.Y. The station will pay $3,061.74 in civil penalties and costs.

The second action was taken against Parmod Food Mart, Inc. (dba Ultimate Quality Food and Fuel Mart and Parmod Pitt Stop) in Yonkers, N.Y. The station will pay $7,500 in civil penalties and costs.

In March 2011, in response to consumer complaints and in an effort to understand why prices rose so rapidly, the Attorney General's office launched a comprehensive review of gasoline prices in New York State. The goal was to determine whether gasoline prices accurately reflected market conditions, or if there were unjustifiable price increases.

The review looked closely into possible gasoline price gouging when gas prices increased as unrest spread throughout the oil-rich Middle East. While the results showed that the threatened disruption of the world oil market did not lead to price gouging in New York, the study revealed three key findings:

When gasoline prices surged past $4 per gallon for regular unleaded in the Spring of 2011, price gouging in violation of General Business Law was not the reason. Instead, analysis showed that gasoline price increases were primarily driven by changes in the price of crude oil, not actions taken by gasoline retailers or wholesalers.

Zone pricing is prohibited by General Business Law. but several flaws in the statute preclude effective enforcement. The Attorney General has offered recommendations to fix the statute.

The Attorney General's office requested detailed wholesale and retail pricing information from gasoline stations across the state. For the period from Feb. 1 to April 1, 2011, the stations provided the daily prices they paid for gasoline on the wholesale market, and the prices they charged consumers at the pump. Analyzing this data enabled the Attorney General's office to determine whether the gasoline stations engaged in price gouging by charging "unconscionably excessive prices," or whether the stations were merely passing along increased wholesale costs.
The Attorney General's office should also look into the major oil companies records!
Electric Charging Stations To Be Installed Throughout Washington State

SEATTLE -- Consumers concerned about "range anxiety" regarding electric vehicles may have their prayers answered in Washington State, beginning in the spring.

According to a report by News 1130 radio in Vancouver, B.C., Washington State will install at least 100 electric car charging stations near Interstate 5. The electric charging stations will be spread out from between 40 to 60 miles apart and will stretch from the U.S.-Canadian border in the north to the Washington-Oregon border in the south.

Tonia Buell with Washington State's transportation department told the radio station the electric charging stations will primarily be located in private locations right off the highway, such as shopping centers. Electric vehicles can charge up in 30 minutes. She added the effort is part of a larger plan to have electric charging stations span the entire length of I-5, which stretches throughout Washington, Oregon and California from the U.S-Canadian border to the U.S.-Mexican border.

According to the radio station, adding electric charging stations is also part of a government effort to reduce consumers' reliance on fossil fuels. I-5 has already been dubbed the "hydrogen highway."

Organization Fights to Reinstate E85 Tax Credits

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Coalition for E85 is fighting back against the U.S. Government. On Jan. 1, the U.S. Congress allowed the ethanol tax credit to expire.

Without any tax credits, prices for E85 at the pump instantly increased 38 cents per gallon, according to the coalition. The group is fighting to have the tax credit reinstated as it believes E85 should be recognized as an alternative fuel source, akin to other fuel alternatives such as compressed natural gas and liquefied natural gas.

"E85 has the potential to provide 12 million American drivers with a clean fuel option, while making progress toward freeing our country from its foreign petroleum dependency," the coalition said in a statement. "Without relief, many small businesses that have invested more than $100 million in E85 infrastructure may be forced to close their pumps."

Despite the tax credit expiration, Matt Horton, CEO of Propel Fuels, a Coalition for E85 member, said the organization is working with retailers, producers and consumers who want to support ethanol, a locally produced fuel alternative. "Oil companies didn't need the tax credit to keep blending ethanol into gasoline, but America's alternative fuel need the tax credit to keep E85 affordable. Without Congress' continued support, America will become more dependent on foreign oil."

Fair and Balanced?

A letter dated May 23rd 2011 was sent to Eric Bolling from Fox Business Network; ‘Follow The Money’ accused the gasoline retailer of price gouging the consumer and high gasoline prices. The gasoline retailer is not price gouging the consumer and not responsible for high gasoline prices; the gasoline retailer is a captive buyer from their distributor or oil company.

When wholesale gasoline prices go up or down, the gasoline in their storage tanks has been paid for at a higher or lower price before the posted retail price. 

Example: When wholesale gasoline prices increase, the retailer must increase the retail price for the replacement cost of the next delivery and at the same time when the wholesale price decreases, the gasoline in the storage tanks cost more and has to compensate for the remaining higher cost gasoline in the storage tanks.

Most of the gasoline retailers are not on Meter/Marketing. Meter/Marketing is the gasoline retailer pays for the wholesale gasoline after it’s sold. Most are contracted to pay the price of delivery cost before it’s sold. Large sellers of gasoline (Costco, Sam’s Club, Wal-Mart, Racetrac) receives 2 to 4 loads a day so their prices will change much faster than someone receiving 2 to 4 loads a week.

Also credit card company surcharges are from 2 to 3 percent on total amount of sale including all taxes and at $4 a gallon, the surcharge amount is 8 to 12 cents a gallon goes to the credit card company. Approximately 7 or 8 years ago 30 to 35 percent of gasoline retailer sales were on credit cards; today the credit card sales are between 80 and 90 percent.   

If Eric Bolling did his research, he would have realized that the national average is approximately 10 cents a gallon mark-up more likely up or down a few cents. 

It was unfair for him to accuse the gasoline retailers of price gouging when the oil companies are raking in record and near record net profits, year after year after year.

I was invited on his program and tried to explain why retail prices did not decrease when wholesale prices decreased and increased when wholesale prices increased, I didn’t have enough time to explain the reason. Eric Bolling owes an apology to the gasoline retailers for accusing the retailer of price gouging and responsible for high gasoline prices.

I sent him another letter June 4th 2011 and asked to be invited on his program again and never received an answer.

On August 29th, 2011, I sent a letter to Roger Ailes Fox Business News producer with copies of May 23rd 2011 and June 4th letters and never receive an answer as of  February 2012 Newsletter. 
Fox Business News owes the gasoline station retailers an apology! 
Service Station Dealers of America Notice!

Once again, the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) has decided to voluntarily delay the implementation of its new poster rule until April 30, 2012.  The NLRB did not provide a reason for the additional delay, but it is still defending several lawsuits filed challenging, among other things, the NLRB’s authority to require that employers display the poster.    

The NLRB had voluntarily delayed the effective date of its new rule applicable to employers covered by the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA).  Initially, the NLRB scheduled the new poster rule to take effect on November 14, 2011.  During the course of defending the rule in federal court after several employer groups sued, the NLRB announced on October 5, 2011 that it would delay implementation of the new rule until January 31, 2012.

With all of the recent dysfunction at the NLRB regarding this rule and the union election rules, who knows what will happen next?    

North Carolina Motorists Race for the Border 
North Carolina’s gas tax the sixth highest in the country, residents are flooding gas stations across the South Carolina border.

MILL, SC – Millers Produce and Gas station, located 300 yards from the North Carolina border, has undergone its third expansion in the past seven years, capitalizing on a large price disparity in state fuel taxes that has spiked demand at its station from North Carolina residents, WBTV.com reports.

North Carolina’s gas tax is now the sixth highest in the country, which has created a 30 cents per gallon price difference between Millers and its North Carolina competitors. As a result, the station, which now features 24 pumps (up from four seven years ago), is continuously inundated with business. “Saving 20 to 25 cents, that makes a difference,” said Tim Peyton, a North Carolina resident. 

'Toxic' Oil Cards?

CITGO latest supplier to see co-branded credit card killed by bank 

HOUSTON -- CITGO is losing its consumer co-branded MasterCard. The company is the latest to join the ranks of refiners whose card is being canceled by Citi, CSP Daily News has learned.

CITGO marketers were told Monday that they will not be able to accept the co-branded CITGO MasterCard after February 29, 2012. CITGO gave no explanation of the change in its message to marketers, saying only that it intends "to focus on the growth of our CITGO private-label cards." Marketers must immediately remove any CITGO MasterCard materials, it said. In a short question-and-answer bulletin sent to cardholders, CITGO said that Citi "has made the decision to discontinue" the card and the last day that they may use the card is February 29.

CITGO marketers said they are not surprised that the card is being canceled. Banks have been shutting down refiner co-branded card programs or cutting back the rewards offered because they regards the programs as unprofitable for the amount they must spend marketing them, says a credit card executive with one major oil company. Oil cards are regarded right now as "toxic" by the banks, said the official.

Banks make their money on credit cards from finance charges, late fees and interchange rates, but those revenues streams have dwindled over the past two years as a result of regulatory reform and more cautious consumer purchasing behavior, he said. Banks were willing to take lower interchange rates when they first negotiated oil company card deals but the advent of reward offers have reduced revenues by 50% to 60%, according to some estimates, he said. In addition, many co-brand accounts use their cards for gasoline purchases only and pay off their balances monthly, which means fewer fees for banks.

Citi killed off ConocoPhillips' co-branded MasterCard last September. The card accounted for only 0.4% of all ConocoPhillips' card sales, a ConocoPhillips marketing official said at the time. Sunoco's card was canceled last February by Citi, and Chase pulled the plug on Marathon's card in August. Chain marketers Wawa and RaceTrac also no longer have co-branded cards, sources say.

Small Lenders Benefiting From Durbin 
Banks with assets under $10 billion are exempt from Durbin, with retailers in rural areas finding little relief from debit card fees.

NEW YORK – While the Durbin Amendment reduced sharply how much large banks like Wells Fargo and Citigroup can charge merchants for debit card transactions, it exempted smaller banks, those with less than $10 billion in assets. As a result, they have been collecting fees that are often three times those imposed on cards by large banks, the Wall Street Journal reports.

The WSJ notes that a $100 sweater purchased with a debit card would incur a fee of 95 cents on a card issued by a smaller bank and only 26 cents for those issued by big banks. As a result, the big banks are upset at the law, which is a “gross miscarriage of justice,” according to J.P. Morgan Chairman and Chief Executive James Dimon, adding the new rule cost the company $350 million of revenue last quarter.

In response, small banks maintain that their “advantage” will disappear over time as merchants steer customers away from those more costly debit cards by promising cash discount incentives.

Regardless, merchants in rural areas seem to be hardest hit by the rule as their customers predominantly use cards issued by the Durbin-exempt smaller banks. Indeed, Heartland Payment Systems Inc. confirmed that retailers in Montana, Alaska, and North Dakota are benefiting the least from Durbin.

"I think the law should apply to all banks," said Linda Phillips, who owns a drugstore in Lamoni, Iowa, adding that half her customer’s debit card purchases are used with cards issued by small lenders.

Bankers maintain the system will realize additional uncertainty after April 1, when all U.S. banks and credit unions must offer retailers more choices of companies used to process debit card transactions, a move that is expected to lower interchange fees further.

Retailers File Anti-Trust Suit to Fight Credit Card Fees

NEW YORK -- Several months after successfully getting debit card transaction fees capped, retailers are taking aim at credit card transaction fees.

According to The Street, five million retailers have filed an anti-trust lawsuit against Visa, MasterCard and 13 other large banks (including Bank of America and Citigroup) over the 2-percent interchange fees they charge retailers on credit card transactions. The outcome could cost the defendants billions of dollars and force them to lower the fees.

The case, which will be heard by Judge John Gleeson of the U.S. Eastern District, is set to start in September, according to media reports.

Estimates of the potential cost of a settlement of the antitrust case vary dramatically -- from a few billion dollars into the hundreds of billions, The Street reported. Deutsche Bank research found that a settlement or judge's ruling could take the 2 percent interchange fees banks and card companies charge retailers on credit card transactions to as low as 0.5 percent. That would equal the rate in Australia, but still be higher than the 0.3 percent charged in the European Union, according to a report by Sanford Bernstein analyst Rod Bourgeois.

The suit argues that the banks, Visa and MasterCard have illegally colluded to charge fees for credit card transactions that are far higher than an open, competitive market would dictate they should be.

Eatery Fights Credit Card Fines in Court

The Utah restaurant owners sued Visa and MasterCard after the two companies accused them of fraud.
PARK CITY, Utah – For more than 20 years, Stephen and Cissy McComb ran Cisero’s without any problems with MasterCard and Visa. Then the credit card companies alleged the pair mishandled data that triggered fraud, Bloomberg reports.

The McCombs sued, countering that they had not broken any rules and did not have a security breach. They said that the fraud was unspecified and unsupported. They also claimed that card firms changed rules without giving notice, took money from retailers’ accounts even though no fault was proved, and inflicted contracts that were unfair and one-sided.

“This case has the potential to send the message that merchants can stick up for themselves in these relationships and demonstrate that they’re correct and the bank has it wrong,” Doug Kantor, counsel for the Merchants Payments Coalition, told Bloomberg. Kantor has no involvement in the McComb case. “Merchants essentially live in fear that they will be crushed by the card companies and banks if there’s ever a dispute, and therefore don’t dispute most of these things.”

While the McCombs aren’t the only ones who have criticized payment card industry regulations, they might be first to file a lawsuit against the firms. “There’s a suspicion among many merchants that PCI is a near scam wrapped in good intentions,” said Mallory Duncan, general counsel for the National Retail Federation. “The dissatisfaction with PCI and the financial consequences of it in the retail industry are rampant.”

“The case is unusual because the banks and their processors rarely get to the point where they actually file a suit against the merchant,” said Scott DeFife, who heads the National Restaurant Association’s government affairs division. “Because they did, it allowed Cisero’s to answer back, ‘Prove it and show us your math.’”

Park City Judge Keith Kelly has yet to rule on the case, which is Elavon Inc. v. Cisero’s Inc.

FDA Begins Issuing Complaints Assessing Fines up to $5,000

Agency has issued civil money penalty complaints to 20 retailers 

The FDA's Center for Tobacco Products has begun issuing "civil money penalty complaints," which are used to begin the agency's legal action against a retailer for alleged violations of federal tobacco regulations and can result in the assessment of a fine. The FDA's website lists 20 retailers that have been sent civil money penalty complaints for various alleged violations, including selling tobacco products to a minor; failing to verify the age of customers that are 27 years old or younger by requesting photo identification; having self-service displays of cigarettes, roll-your-own or smokeless tobacco products; failing to remove self-service displays from the store; and, for adult-only tobacco stores, failing to sell cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products in a direct face-to-face exchange, without ensuring that a minor is not present or permitted to enter the store at any time.

Of the 20 retailers cited in the FDA complaints, the agency is seeking to assess a $250 fine on six retailers, a $500 fine on 11 retailers and a $5,000 fine on three retailers. The retailers being cited with a $250 fine have been inspected by the FDA at least twice, and have two to three alleged tobacco regulation violations listed in the complaint. The retailers being cited with a $500 fine have been inspected at least twice, and have three to four alleged violations in the complaint. Three retailers being cited for a $5,000 fine have been inspected at least twice, and have six alleged violations in the complaint.

Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.
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AFLAC

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com 
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Insurance Office of America

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s/Insurance Office of America’s money saving programs and a complete insurance package to meet your business responsibility. Contact Glen Esbjorn @ (800) 243-6899 ext 14114 
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We would like to make you aware that Insurance Office of America (IOA) owns a subsidiary called Payroll Office of America (POA). POA offers state-of-the art payroll, tax and HRIS system solutions. They are a full service company providing all the same services as other national providers. Contact Cindy Antor @ (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
Health Insurance

For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of Insurance Office of America as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Low premiums for individual. 
                                                       For information contact Glen Esbjorn:

                                                                931 North State Road 434

                                                             Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

                                                          Toll free: 800-243-6899 ext 14114
IOA Official Partnerships
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact:

Cindy Winternitz 1-800-575-1816 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years.
Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management 
service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 
CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing
 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  
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INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars









                                                 Trucks New









                                             Wholesale  

For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     

If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage,  IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
Corrosion Protection & Solutions LLC
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Protects all pump Dispenser electric and Computer Boards.  
NON-FLAMMABLE 

A SYNTHETIC COATING SOLUTION 

Not a Waxy Substance  

Not an Oil Base 

Not a Hard Coating 

Super Corr  will not run or harden, effective for all extreme tempertures. 

Super Corr  is a Self Healing Material ! 

SUPER CORR's Anti-Corrosion Inhibitors Protect:

   Electrical and Mechanical Applications Providing:
     Superior Moisture Protection
     Hydrophobic
     Superior General and Fretting Corrosion Protection
     Superior Surface Static Electricity Protection
     Superior Corona Protection
     Other electro-migration protection problems
     Superior lubrication coefficient
     For all close-tolerance components uses
     Does Not Attract Contaminants, An Anti-static

 
For use on wiring, connectors, circuitry, all avionics, nano-circuitry, and mechanical part applications for civilian and military applications. Superior in marine applications. 

Field Service Representative: Frank Lapnieewski Telephone: 813-447-1026 
 email: Frank@corrosionpro.com
Contact Robert Kay or Ronald Knight @813-831-4006 Fax 813-831-1238 e mail rk@lektrotech.com 
Web-site www.lektrotech.com
GASOLINE SUPPLIER
Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.
P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth 561-756-5203
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S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 

                                                   Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________




             City______________________State_________________________Zip______________ 

AMSOIL Dealership Opportunities

Synthetic motor oil is the fastest growing area of the "do it for me" market, and AMSOIL has a great product line for your customers. 

Whether you are buying AMSOIL for yourself, your garage or to become an independent dealer, I am here to help you!

Jerrold Schiff

http://www.oilfl.com

407-619-8441

Schiffkey Consultants Inc.
Jerrold Schiff
Land: (407) 772-2081 Mobile: (407) 619-8441

mailto:jerrold@schiffkey.com
http://www.schiffkey.com
Computer Virus Removal - Web site hosting - Web site SEM SEO 

http://www.schiffkey.com

Don't get mad - get HELP ! 
Computer Virus Removal
Computer Repair Orlando 

HOUSE CALLS - 7 days a week 

Panic Popups Porn Spam
Computer runs slowly or freezes? 
Satisfaction guarantee or your viruses cheerfully refunded 

Web Site Hosting
Web Site Search Engine Optimization
see existing customers - quick - fast - seo - sem - great results ! 

- fast - seo - sem - great results ! 
Equipment for Sale

All items are used but in good condition.

Everpure Model EV9328-06 

Water Filter System for a combination of drink machines, ice maker and coffee this will treat the water for an entire store setup! 

Combination system provides quality ingredient water for fountain, coffee and ice machines.

New and improved MC2 cartridges feature Micro-Pure media II with antimicrobial protection to inhibit any potential bacteria growth.

System features three quick-change MC2 filter cartridges, a 20" coarse prefilter, and an SR-X Scale Reduction Feeder.

Manifold features water shut-off, flushing valve, inlet and outlet pressure gauges.

Capacity:  27,000 gallons (102,600 L) Flow Rate: 5.7 GPM

Certifications: NSF 42, NSF 53 This item is new in box

We would sell all as a package or individually.

Contact Kevin Headlee * Creekwood Crossing BP * Cell 941-650-8920 * Office 941-756-2458 * Fax 941-755-8521

creekwoodbp@gmail.com
Pump Calibration LL
P.O. 647 Minneola, Florida 34755
Florida-New Jersey-Connecticut-Maryland-Pennsylvania
     Simple Pump Calibration Identify Bad Meter
    *Stop Losing Money!
    *Why is WatchDog Different From All The Rest





*What is “Real Time” Calibration?






*What is The Definition of Calibration?





             *Why is “Real Time” Pump Calibration Important?






 *Does Simple Pump Calibration Identify Bad meters?
       *Calibration is NOT new, it is the high cost of fuel that’s new!

        How Much is Your Station Losing

Special motor fuel storage tank locking caps 
Protect your motor fuel storage tanks from thieves who are stealing gasoline and diesel from gasoline stations while open or closed.

Contact Kevin Madison 800-322-0106 e mail Kevin@b4upay.com   www,b4upay.com
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program 

Contact: Cindy Winternitz (800) 575-1816

*Insurance Office of America Property & Casualty Liability Underground Storage Tank Insurance
 Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899-1855 W.S.R. 434-Longwood, FL 32750

*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. 682 Maitland Avenue Altamonte Springs, FL 32701 407-332-8311

A2L Technologies Inc. For information e mail upgradehelp@A2LTechnologies.com 

Larry G. Schmaltz 813-248-8558 ext 305 

*RPM inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing 1536 Bonair St. Clearwater, FL 33755 1-800-398-0987

Corrosion Protection & Solutions LLC Contact Ronald Knight or Robert Kay @ 813-831-1238
Watch Dog Pump Calibration LLC Contact Kevin Madison   P.O. 647 Minneola, Florida 34755 (800) 322-010

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members

Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays

Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

321-352-0607

941-773-8758

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly". Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758
Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 
contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 
‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’
 With 24 Unique Special Angels of all Ages

Cast Father Tom



Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Jerry Kelly - Debbie Karleskint
Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (407) 252-0957 or

Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels and Saints’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more. 
‘Angels Among Us’

Presents

The Best Of ‘Angels Among Us’
Tickets on sale in the Parish Office starting Feb. 1st, 2012
and can be purchased day of performance at door.
St Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

861 Maitland Ave.  Altamonte Springs, FL

Admission:      $7.00 Children & Senior Citizen $5.00
Sunday, February 19th, 2012 2:00 PM (Doors open at 1:15 PM)

$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____














