The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course

Lesson 1
1977

Why Study the Bible in the Space Age?

Why should we want to study the Bible? Is the Bible up to date in the space age? Exactly
what IS the Bible, and how should we study it to really UNDERSTAND it? This lesson
gives you the ANSWERS from your Bible!

WHAT are we? Were we put on earth for a purpose? If so what is that purpose?

Why are so many lives empty, discontented, unhappy? How may life become happy,
abundant, successful, prosperous and filled with interest? What is the real cause of wars,
and the way to world peace? What lies beyond death--is there really a way to eternal life?
Are these questions important? One might ask, could anything else be more important? If
you wanted to know the answers to these basic questions of life, where would you go?

The Foundation of Knowledge

Stop and think! Would a Creator, having supreme intelligence, wisdom and love to think
out, to plan, design, and bring about all creation--this earth, and all life and life-functions
upon it--have left His created beings in ignorance of His purpose--the purpose of their
being here--and the laws that would bring them the peace, happiness, joy and everything
good that men have been striving to attain since the beginning? God Almighty did not
hide these all-important truths from human minds. He made them accessible to mankind.
He committed His treasure-house of basic knowledge to writing. He revealed that
knowledge in the Holy Bible-- the very FOUNDATION of knowledge--His instruction
book for mankind. Yet almost no one has ever found the answers so plainly written there!
The Bible is simply God's divine revelation of BASIC NEEDED KNOWLEDGE which
man is not capable of finding out for himself by any other means. God equipped man
with the powers and abilities to discover and use the laws of science. But absolutely no
tools or instruments of science can ever tell you if there is life after death, the purpose of
your being alive, where you are going, or the way to a happy, abundant life and to
universal peace here and now. Our scientists, our world leaders and our statesmen have
failed utterly to tell us these answers, or to lead us into the universally desired peace with
happiness and abundant living. The Bible reveals all this--and more. This course shows
you where to find that revealed knowledge in the FOUNDATION of knowledge!



A Living Book!

But why do most people think the study of the Bible would be a dull, uninteresting,
irksome task--to be done, if at all, only as a duty out of fear of a harsh God?

Simply because people have not known God, or what He is like--and because they have
never really begun to understand the Bible! In this study we shall come to really see that
God is LOVE (I John 4:8,16), not a harsh, stern God; that God wants every one of us to
be happy, and to enjoy an interesting life to the very full--every second of it! And we
shall, once we begin to understand the Bible, come to find it the most fascinating, the
most interesting, as well as the most profitable and enjoyable study of our lives.

Where to Begin?

One natural and proper starting place to begin our study of the Bible would be at the very
beginning--with God as Creator--at the very first chapter of Genesis and compare the
Bible account of creation with the modern theory of evolution; to study the creation of
man, the origin of Satan, the first sin, and to continue on from there through the Old
Testament.

Another natural starting point is with the beginning of the New Testament. While the
very first words of the entire Bible are "In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth" (Genesis 1:1), yet the real beginning of the New Testament, in actual time
sequence of events, is John 1:1: "In the beginning was the Word." So the account of the
pre-existence, the birth, and work of Jesus Christ--who is called "the Word" or
Spokesman of God--also begins with the words, "In the beginning.” And there is still
another natural starting point--the one we have adopted.

That is to begin with this very present age in which we live--this time of upset world
conditions--this time when science and technology have produced the destructive forces
that threaten the extinction of all life on this planet--this "time of the end" just before the
end of this age and the second coming of Jesus Christ!

We feel the Bible will mean more to you if you fully understand its vital relation to your
life today, and its direct connection with current world events.

If you were to try to understand a map of the world, it would not mean much to you
unless and until you could first put your finger on the precise spot on the map where you
were at the moment. Only then could you clearly see and comprehend the rest of the
world in relation to your own location on the map.



We feel you will understand the Bible better, and find it more interesting, if you view it
all--its history and prophecy, its teachings and divine revelations--from the vantage point
of your life here and now. The Bible will become clearer if you see how world events
have led up to the very time and conditions in which you live, and what the future has in
store for you and all mankind.

But before we begin this fascinating study, we need to know why so few really
understand the Bible--and how YOU can understand it.

Why Such Confusion?

Why do we find such confusion--such disagreement as to what the Bible says? Why don't
the hundreds of differing church denominations and sects agree on what their
acknowledged textbook says?

Why do so many individuals, capable of understanding almost any other book, say: "I
just can't understand the Bible"?

Take a recognized textbook on biology. Show this book to ten different biology
professors from ten different colleges and universities. Ask them what it says. They'll all
give you basically the same answer. People seldom disagree as to what recognized
textbooks say--except when it comes to the one book of all books--the Holy Bible!

But take the Bible to ten different professors of theology, or ministers of religion, and
you'll probably receive ten different answers to just about any question you might ask
about it.

Do you know WHY?

Here certainly is the enigma of the ages. The most important, yet the least understood
book of all books is the world's BEST SELLER--the book owned by more people than
any other. It is the one book that has lived in spite of every effort to stamp it out down
through the ages. The Bible is the only book which has foretold, centuries in advance, the
chaotic conditions of our world--the only book that explains the meaning of confused
world conditions--that opens before us to understand in advance the wonderful, peaceful,
happy world tomorrow. It is the one book that predicted, in advance, the rise and fall of
specific nations and governments--that reveals the DESTINY of the world. No mere
humanly inspired book could have revealed these amazing events. Such prophecies must
have been divinely inspired.

Here is the book that, in spite of human misunderstanding, has changed more lives than
all other books combined. And yet--it is the book that almost NOBODY knows!



Why Misunderstood

The Bible is the most misunderstood book in history. The most twisted, distorted,
misrepresented, maligned and lied about.

Why?

The answer is found in Il Timothy 3:16-17. The Apostle Paul was inspired by God to
write: "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." So the Scriptures are profitable for
the purpose of reproving and correcting us!

But how many people do you know who are even willing to be corrected when they are

in error--to be REPROVED for the wrong things they do? People simply do not like to be
reproved and corrected. They love praise--they like flattery--but reproof and correction
they surely hate! Now do you see why it is so difficult for people to understand the Bible,
and to agree on just what it says? The Bible is God's great spiritual mirror. It shows up
every flaw in our thinking, reveals every spot on our characters. It pictures us as we really
are--as God sees us, not as we like to think we are, or as we like to have other people look
upon us.

"For the word of God," we read in Hebrews 4:12, "is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword"--it cuts deep, and it cuts both ways--"and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart." Yes, it opens up and exposes our innermost thoughts.
When little children do things that are wrong--that have been forbidden--do they usually
admit it freely and frankly? Or do they usually deny it as long as possible, then try to
cover it up, excuse it, justify it, or place the blame on somebody else?

We are all only little children grown up. When our heavenly Father speaks to us, through
His Holy Scriptures, and reproves, rebukes, or corrects us, we usually do not like to admit
our errors, our faults, our wrong ways.

And so men began, centuries ago, to interpret the Bible. As a result, the Word of God has
become twisted, wrested, perverted, with almost every false and counterfeit meaning
imaginable being read into it. Instead of teaching and expounding the plain, simple,
intended meaning, we now have hundreds of HUMAN INTERPRETATIONS of the
Bible!

Instead of acknowledging the truth, men seek to justify their own ways by
PERVERTING the sacred and holy Word of God! The Apostle Paul was inspired to write
in 1l Timothy 4:1-4 that the time would come when men would not endure sound
doctrine. People have turned away their ears from the truth and have turned to FABLES
palmed off as the truth of God's Word. Isaiah prophesied that in these latter days men
would demand: "Prophesy [preach] not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things,
prophesy deceits” (Isaiah 30:8-10).



We can clearly see why people do not understand the Bible. They are not yielded to the
Eternal's will--they are filled with the fear of men instead of God. They tremble at the
thought of what people say, instead of what the Word of the LIVING GOD has to say!

We read in Psalm 111:7-8, 10: "All his commandments are sure. They stand fast for ever
and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness....The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom: a good understanding have they all that do his commandments...."

David had understanding. And David said, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path™ (Ps. 119:105).

Today's generation is like that of Jesus' day, of which He said, "This is the condemnation,
that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil" (John 3:19). Yes, the Bible is light--a lamp unto our feet--a light unto
our path.

But the world is surely in gross darkness.

Meaning Locked Up Until Now

Bruce Barton wrote a book about the Bible entitled The Book Nobody Knows. This title
certainly has been true--until recently!

After revealing many prophecies to the prophet Daniel, God told him to "Seal the book,
even to the time of the end: [when] many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be
increased"” (Daniel 12:4). In the time of the "end" all knowledge, as well as knowledge of
the Scriptures, was to be increased!

The Moffatt translation of the Bible renders "the time of the end" as "the crisis at the
end.” The whole world is now in a time of grave crisis and is rapidly approaching a
condition of total chaos--we are now in the crisis period at the close of this age! God said
that at this time "None of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand"
(Dan. 12:10, emphasis ours throughout lesson).

Though printed copies of God's Word and a general knowledge of the Scriptures are
widespread today, the world as a whole still does not understand the Bible. It is in utter
confusion religiously, politically and militarily. The world does not really know where it
is headed, nor does it comprehend the lessons of the past. Never has mankind needed
understanding of the knowledge of God more!

Spiritual Understanding Never More Needed



Experts tell us that scientific and technical knowledge has doubled in the past decade--but
so have world troubles! Obviously material knowledge and scientific and technological
know-how have not brought man the ANSWERS to world problems. This knowledge has
only led to the proliferation of problems, and has led mankind to the brink of nuclear
annihilation! Former President of the United States, Dwight D. Eisenhower had a glimpse
of the future. He said in his inaugural address: "In the swift rush of great events, we find
ourselves groping to know the full sense and meaning of the times in which we live.....
How far have we come in man's long pilgrimage from darkness toward light? Are we
nearing the light--a day of freedom and peace for all mankind? Or are the shadows of
another night closing in upon us? ... Science seems ready to confer upon us, as its final
gift, the power to erase human life from this planet.”

Mr. Eisenhower recognized the fact that man may soon destroy himself. President John F.
Kennedy saw the same reality. President Johnson also came face to face with this
awesome threat. Presidents Nixon, Ford, and Carter had to grapple with the same specter.
And now, President Reagan faces the same dilemma.

But how may world disaster be averted? What is the solution to the arms race--to a
nuclear "Armageddon"?

At the close of World War 11, just following the surrender of the Japanese on board the
battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay, General Douglas MacArthur put his finger on the only
possible solution. He said these fateful words: *Men since the beginning of time have
sought peace. Various methods through the ages have been attempted to devise an
international process to prevent or settle disputes between nations.... Military alliances,
balances of power, leagues of nations, all in turn failed, leaving the only path to be by
way of the crucible of war. The utter destructiveness of war now blots out this alternative.
We have had our last chance. If we will not devise some greater and more equitable
system, Armageddon will be at the door. The problem basically is theological and
involves a spiritual recrudescence and improvement of human character that will
synchronize with our almost matchless advances in science, art, literature, and all
material and cultural developments of the past 2,000 years. It must be of the spirit if we
are to save the flesh” (Reminiscences, p. 459).

Notice these remarkable words carefully. Although he was one of the greatest and most
successful generals of modern times, MacArthur believed that our world has had its last
chance to wage a major war and to end it short of the annihilation of mankind! But he
also saw the only solution to this world's ills to be a renewing of man's spirit--an
improvement in human character!

Let's be honest. Let's face the facts. There is a cause for every effect! Because man has
chosen to go his own way and has rejected God's revealed knowledge, mankind is
reaping the consequences! Man's own ways are the CAUSE of the misery, wretchedness,
and trouble filling the world today! Cut loose from God and the understanding of His
Word, man's misguided scientific and technological genius has led him to the brink of
self-annihilation!



The problem, therefore, basically is theological, as God plainly says in His Word: "My
people are destroyed for lack of [true, spiritual] knowledge" (Hosea 4:6).

Only One Hope

People tend to delude themselves into thinking there is no special danger right now--that
the world has always been as chaotic as it is today. Of course, human nature has remained
basically unchanged. The ways of carnal-minded men have always resulted in death and
destruction (Prov. 14:12).

But, in prophesying of our day, the Apostle Paul said, "Evil men and seducers shall wax
worse and worse" (11 Timothy 3:13). This, coupled with the stark reality that never until
now has human annihilation been possible, ought to WAKE US UP!

Jesus Christ, the greatest newscaster who ever lived, knew the ultimate result of the
terrible state of affairs men would bring on themselves in this end time. He predicted:
"Except those days should be shortened, there should NO FLESH BE SAVED [ALIVE--
Moffatt]" (Matt. 24:22).

Yet, your Bible shows there is hope for mankind! God Almighty has promised to
intervene in world affairs. He will not allow the scientific genius of man to destroy, all
life on this planet. He has promised to send Jesus Christ again--this time to SAVE us
from ourselves and bring us peace at last!

You Can Begin to Understand

How, then, can you begin to really understand the Bible? Here is how you may begin this
exciting adventure.

Study the Bible to find TRUTH. Be careful to "prove all things" (I Thess. 5:21). Then
believe God--believe His Word as you would accept any other book in which you had
confidence.

And above all--do not try to interpret the Bible by tring to read your own meaning into it.
Remember that the Bible basically interprets itself. When the Apostle Paul came to
Berea, the people found he was preaching something utterly different than that which
they had been taught and had believed. They did not know whether Paul was a false
prophet, or a man sent from God. Notice what they did: "These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind [that is,
without prejudice], and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so™ (Acts
17:11).



So study your Bible without prejudice--but be careful--prove all things as the Bereans
did--search the Scriptures whether those things be so! Read and study your Bible daily--
check up for yourself and see what it really does teach. Don't just assume that what you
have always heard and believed is the truth.

Before You Begin

This course is not just a study of the lessons we send you. The lessons are intended to
show you where to look in your Bible for the verses relating to the subject under study,
and to put them together for total understanding. Therefore, you must open your Bible to
every scripture reference given in answer to the questions we ask, and carefully read and
actually study these passages. (Our course is based on the King James Version of the
Bible because it is the most widely used Bible in the world today.)

Writing or typing out the scripture references is NOT a requirement of this course. But
over the years, many of our students have found it helpful to copy the answers and keep
them in a notebook with their lessons. Copying all the Bible verses takes a little more
time, but it is very helpful in remembering what you have learned, and in reviewing your
lessons at any time.

If you would rather not follow this method of study, you still should turn to, and actually
READ the scripture references given in answer to the questions. This way you will prove
the truth for yourself right in your own Bible, and fully comprehend the subject under
study. Many of our students also set aside a certain time every day for their study period
but here again, the exact time of day and length of time you spend in study will have to
be dictated by your own circumstances, and/or personal preference. If the letters we
continually receive from our students are any indication, we think you'll find it difficult to
pull yourself away from studying, once you really get into it! One final word about tests.
You will notice a quiz at the end of the lesson. It is a general review of the material you
will cover in this lesson--an educational way to help you remember the important facts
you will have learned, and to check your own progress. Each lesson will contain a similar
quiz. Once you're through taking the test, you simply check your answers with the correct
answers on the last page, and then rate yourself. It's that easy!

LESSON 1

What Is the ""End of the World"'?

1. Was Jesus ever questioned about the "end of the world" and the signs that would point
to His return? Matthew 24:3. Notice what Christ's disciples were really talking about
when they asked Him about the "end of the world."”



COMMENT: The New Testament, as originally inspired by God, was written in the
Greek language. The Greek word translated "world™" here in Matthew 24:3 is aion,
meaning AGE--not the physical planet on which we live. Jesus, then, was questioned
about the end of an "age" and about his scheduled return, rather than the destruction of
the terrestrial globe we call earth. The end of man's present society would mean the end
of an age, but the earth itself would continue to exist!

A Time of Great Trouble

1. Did Jesus prophesy that a time of great trouble would occur on the earth just before His
return? Matt. 24:21.

2. What did Jesus declare would happen if these days of tribulation were allowed to
continue? Matt. 24:22.

COMMENT: The Moffatt translation renders this verse clearer as "not a soul would be
saved alive." This verse, then, is not referring to spiritual salvation at all, but to being
saved from physical destruction--from premature death!

3. Did Jesus prophesy that only the inhabitants of Jerusalem would be threatened by total
destruction? Or did He plainly say that no one would be safe from the threat of
annihilation? Same verse.

COMMENT: The Revised Standard Version says "no human being would be saved...."

4. Who will intervene in world affairs to cut short this time of trouble, and thus prevent
the annihilation of all humanity? Mark 13:20.

COMMENT: These verses do not mean that God will alter the time of Christ's scheduled
return, but that just as He planned originally, He will intervene at the very moment
humanity would otherwise destroy itself. By His scheduled intervention, He will CUT
SHORT the days of man's rule over man, which would otherwise lead to the destruction
of all human life.

No Time Like It!

1. Has there ever been a time of trouble such as will occur just before Christ's return?
Matt. 24:21; Mark 13:109.

2. Were any of the Old Testament prophets inspired to foresee this same time of
worldwide peril? Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 12:1.



COMMENT: Since each of the preceding four prophecies reveal that the future period of
crisis will have no equal, they can only be referring to one great climactic period of
worldwide trouble!

3. How did the prophet Joel symbolically describe the horrible events to take place at the
close of this age? Joel 2:1-3.

COMMENT: Joel's God-inspired prophecy pictures the very same time of trouble
prophesied by Christ, Jeremiah, and Daniel. This prophecy refers to events soon to occur
at the close of this age, for only in this age of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons
has such widespread destruction and the extermination of human life been possible!

4. Could the symbols in Revelation 9:2-10, 16-19 indicate the torment and mass murder
resulting from the use of modern weaponry?

COMMENT: John described what he saw; in a vision God had miraculously revealed to
him. It was a mysterious, frightening spectacle. The creatures he saw were obviously
symbolic of weapons God knew man would be capable of inventing in the end time.

5. Let us momentarily consider a time, over 4300 years ago, when God intervened in
human affairs to postpone what we see threatening the world today. What did human
beings decide to do? Gen. 11:4. Was this for the purpose of keeping themselves united?
Same verse. What did God do to frustrate their plans? Verses 5, 7-9. Why? Verse 6.

COMMENT: Verse 6 clearly indicates that God confused the language and scattered the
people at Babel in order to restrain the misguided inventive genius of man! When human
beings come to freely speak one another's languages, and share scientific and
technological knowledge as they are doing today, then virtually anything man's mind can
conceive of would be possible for him to achieve--witness his exploration of planets and
the invention of weapons capable of destroying all life. By confusing the language and
scattering the people at Babel, God PREVENTED man from accomplishing long ago
what he has done today. It was not yet within God's plan to allow man to advance that far
that soon! Could anything be clearer? Can you see that we are living in the time Jesus
spoke of in Matthew 247?--the time when men would have at their disposal the power to
erase all life from this earth!

The Cause of War

God promises He will intervene in world affairs to prevent the annihilation of humanity,
and to bring us world peace. And in order to ensure continued peace, He will also prevent
future wars by changing that which causes war. Let's understand.

1. Does the Bible clearly show that war is a result of acting according to the inordinate
lusts within man? James 4:1-2.



COMMENT: Unrestrained human nature, with its pride, vanity, jealousy, lust and greed
is plainly the CAUSE of war!

2. Does knowledge tend to increase pride? | Corinthians 8:1. Since we live in an age of
mushrooming scientific knowledge which makes it possible for a few men to possess
tremendous power, will the inordinate lusts of men "in the last days" cause them to
become better and better, or worse and worse? 1l Timothy 3:1-4, 13.

3. What is the end result of decisions and actions that seem right to great leaders and
people in general? Proverbs 14:12.

COMMENT: This principle is so important that God inspired its repetition in Proverbs
16:25.

4. What deceives man into believing that actions which end in death will bring peace?
Jer. 17:9. (Remember that in Scripture the heart is often spoken of proverbially as the
center or seat of human thoughts and emotions.) Then can rulers be deceived by their
own lusts into believing that their evil deeds are right and good for the world? Same
verse.

COMMENT: The governments of this world promise peace. But men have only brought
us more wars and have now led humanity to the brink of annihilation!

5. Do rulers even know the war to peace? Romans 3:17. What did God inspire Isaiah to
write concerning man's real understanding of the way of peace? Isaiah 59:8.

6. What will happen to human plans for "peace™? Isa. 33:7-8. When ambassadors of
peace weep bitterly--when the land is laid waste--will God then intervene? Verse 10.

COMMENT: Throughout the Bible, war is pictured as the result of lust or covetousness.
Lust is a basic characteristic of human nature. But can the heads of government of this
world CHANGE human nature? Of course not! Nearly 6,000 years of human history have
proved that man, left to himself, is totally incapable of effecting this change. Throughout
history, negotiations for peace have always been accompanied and supported by the most
vigorous preparations for war!

The story is no different today.

Can any human government, therefore, permanently stop war? Obviously not. When you
look at it that way, the answer becomes clear: Only GOD can permanently stop all war,
because only God has the power to CHANGE human nature! But exactly how will God
create and maintain world peace once Jesus Christ returns?

The only real and logical solution to the problems of world peace has already been
planned. And the entire plan is revealed in your Bible.



World Government to Bring Peace

1. Does God intervene in world affairs without first revealing it to His prophets? Amos
3:7.

2. Thousands of years ago, did God's prophet, Isaiah, foresee a time when God would
establish His Kingdom here on earth? Isa. 2:1-3. Is it to be a literal world-ruling
kingdom? Dan. 2:44; Psalm 67:4.

3. Will there be warfare then as there is now among nations? Isa. 2:4. Will people be
taught the way to peace and productivity? Same verse.

COMMENT: The very One who created man is coming to establish the Government of
God on earth, and to teach man the way to peace--to guide his inventive genius entirely
into peaceful channels.

4. Did Micah also foretell the establishment of God's Kingdom on earth? Micah 4:1-4.

COMMENT: An all-powerful, world-ruling government is indeed coming that will solve
all global problems fairly and righteously for all peoples--a government ruled not by
carnal men, but by the living, all-powerful Creator of the universe!

5. Notice who Isaiah prophesied would rule over the earth. Isa. 11:1-4. Is David the
"stem," or son, of Jesse? Acts 13:22. Then is the "rod" or shoot plainly Jesus Christ?
Verse 23. Is the "branch™ growing out of Jesse's roots also referring to Christ? Jer. 23:5-6.

COMMENT: The prophecy in Isaiah 11 predicted, centuries in advance, that Jesus Christ
would one day rule the earth!

6. Before Jesus was born, did an angel tell Mary, His mother, that His destiny was to take
over an actual throne and rule on this earth? Luke 1:32-33.

7. Did Daniel foresee the time when the saints--spirit-born Christians- -will be given
rulership over the earth with Christ? Dan. 7:18, 21-22, 27.

What Is the True ""Gospel*?

1. Was Jesus sent to this earth nearly 2,000 years ago to proclaim the words of the
Father? John 12:49; 14:24. What message was included? Mark 1:14; Matt. 9:35. Did
Jesus say one must believe that "gospel”? Mark 1:15; 16:15-16.



COMMENT: The word "gospel” means good news, or glad tidings. Jesus went about
preaching the good news of the coming Kingdom of God! The gospel of Jesus Christ is
simply the very same gospel He preached. Jesus' gospel is not primarily a message about
Himself personally, or about "receiving Jesus."” It is not primarily a message about the
events in His life and of His becoming the Savior of the world--although it most certainly
does include all that. Notice the four things necessary to constitute a kingdom: (1)
territory, (2) a king or ruler, (3) subjects or citizens, (4) laws and government. In the
coming Kingdom of God, the territory will be this earth; the king will be Jesus Christ; the
subjects will be this earth's peoples; and the laws will be God's Ten Commandments and
spiritual principles administered by the DIVINE government of God.

2. Did Jesus send forth His apostles and true ministers to preach that same gospel
(including all His teachings) to the world? Luke 9:1-2; Matt. 28:19-20. Was His gospel of
the coming Kingdom of God to be preached in all the world just before the "end" and His
second coming? Matt. 24:14; Mark 13:10.

3. What gospel did Philip preach? Acts 8:12. And Paul? Acts 19:8; 14:22. Did he preach
the same gospel among the Gentiles at Ephesus? Acts 20:25. What gospel did he preach
to both Jews and Gentiles at Rome? Acts 28:23, 28-31.

4. Did some false ministers in Paul's day try to pervert the gospel of Christ? Galatians
1:6-7. What condemnation does he pronounce on any who would try to preach any other
"gospel"? Verse 8. Was it really a double curse? Verse 9.

COMMENT: Your Bible shows there is only ONE TRUE GOSPEL! We hear many
"gospels™ about Christ today, but how many do you hear preaching the "gospel of
Christ"--the gospel He preached--the "gospel of the Kingdom of God"?

God's 7000-Year Plan

God has set aside a period of 7,000 years to fulfill His plan for mankind. And God's little-
understood plan for man began nearly 6,000 years ago. The pattern for this plan is given
in the first two chapters of Genesis. It is the week of seven days.

1. Is a thousand years as a "day" to God, and vice versa? Il Peter 3:8.

2. In Hebrews 4:4, 11, the seventh day of the week is pictured as a type of the peaceful
"rest” on earth which will follow Christ's return. Is the time of Christ's rule over the earth,
which will follow this present age of human misrule and senseless warfare, specifically
called a thousand years? Rev. 20:4.

COMMENT: Since the last "day" of God's plan is 1,000 years, then it logically follows
that the preceding six "days" would amount to 6,000 years--a total of 7,000 years.



3. When the disciples asked Jesus if He would restore the Kingdom of God in their day,
what was His reply? Acts 1:6-7.

COMMENT: The apostles did not fully understand the plan of God while Christ was with
them. They thought the Kingdom of God would be established in their day. But before
they died, they understood Christ would return at a much later date. Peter said: "The Lord
is not slack concerning his promise [of coming again] ...but is longsuffering..." (1 Peter
3:9). God is patient. He has refrained from intervening in world affairs for nearly 6,000
years.

Why?

Because God has allotted mankind 6,000 years in which to learn that the ways of man
bring nothing but SUFFERING and DEATH!

Many Bibles contain tentative chronological dates showing that human life may have
begun on this earth 4,004 B.C. (Other evidence it may have been a little earlier.) Nearly
another 2,000 years have elapsed since Christ's birth--totaling just about 6,000 years of
human civilization to date.

How awe-inspiring and significant that in OUR PRESENT AGE--in the very time that
the world is threatened with the extinction of all life--6,000 years have almost elapsed.
How exciting that Jesus Himself said that when we would see all the events He foretold
taking place, He would come again-- this time to rescue humanity from annihilation, to
set up the Kingdom of God, and to bring us lasting peace!

You have seen in your Bible a brief summation--a "thumbnail sketch"--of God's solution
to this world's problems. You have begun to understand the urgent necessity for Christ's
promised return. In Lesson 2, you will learn more about Jesus Christ's spectacular
intervention in world affairs as revealed in the amazing, detailed prophecies of your
Bible.

TEST YOUR MEMORY

This quiz is designed to help you remember the important facts you learned in the lesson.
You simply circle or underline each correct answer. After you've finished this test, check
your choices with the correct answers listed at the end of the test, and then rate yourself.

1. What is the Bible?A. Merely the history of an ancient people's quest for a concept of
God. B. A revelation of basic needed knowledge man is not capable of finding out for
himself. C. A treasure house of pious thoughts. D. An incomprehensible mystery.

2. This course of Bible study begins with present world conditions because A. it's the
only logical place to begin. B. prophecy is the only important subject in the Bible. C. the



Bible will mean more to us if we relate it to our lives today. D. the Bible itself does not
begin at the beginning.

3. Which is the Bible NOT profitable for?A. Doctrine. B. Praise of oneself. C. Instruction
in righteousness. D. Reproof and correction.

4. The Bible is not understood by most people today because A. it's wording is
incomprehensible. B. it contradicts itself. C. men have tried to interpret it to justify their
own ways. D.they haven't tried to interpret it.

5. Great world statesmen tell usA. the United Nations has the answers to world
problems.B. man now has the capability of annihilating all life on this planet! C. Christ
will establish world peace. D. men will forsake warfare and learn to live at peace.

6. What is the basic cause of war and human suffering?A. The inordinate lusts of carnal-
minded man. B. False political ideologies such as Communism and Fascism. C. Poverty.
D. Lack of educational and economic opportunity.

7. What does God reveal about man's knowledge?A. Everything will turn out right as
long as we do the best we can with what we know.B. Only our national leaders know the
way to peace.C. The way that seems right to human beings ends in death!D. Man uses
knowledge independently of his lusts.

8. Before God acts in world affairs, He alwaysA. tries to convert the world.B. reveals His
plans to His prophets and ministers.C. sends plagues on the world without prior
warning.D. sends Jesus Christ back to earth.

9. An angel revealed to Mary that A. her Son would rule the earth from heaven.B. her
Son would found churches which would reform the world. C. Jesus would be no different
than any other child.D. Jesus would rule on the earth.

10. The pattern for God's 7,000-year plan is revealed inA. the process of evolution. B. the
Millennium.C. the seven churches of Revelation 2-3.D. the seven-day week.

TRUE OR FALSE

11. Daniel was told the book was to be sealed so that nobody--not even the wise--would
understand it at the time of theend. T F

12. The "end of the world" refers to the destruction of our planet--this physical orb on
which we live. TF



13. The time of trouble prophesied for the end of this "age" will be worse that any period
of trouble that has ever existed before. TF

14. Mankind would have reached the point of self-annhilation long ago had God not
restrained man's misguided inventive genius shortly after the flood. TF

15. Jesus Christ came to proclaim a message about the Kingdom of God being set up "in
our hearts,” rather than on earth. TF

MATCHING

Match the number phrase with a letter phrase.

16. Result of human lusts. A. "lsrael message"

17. Only hope for survival B. Peace through men

18. Gospel of Christ. C. Our "perilous times"

19. Galatians 1:8 D. Today's popular "gospel”
20. 1,000 years. E. Christ's intervention

F. Curse for perverting Christ's Gospel
G. "Gospel of grace"

H. A "day" to God

I. Jesus the Savior

J. Kingdom of God

ANSWERS TO QUIZ

Rate Yourself

1-B 5-B 9-D 13-T 17-E 19-20 correct - - - excellent



2-C 6-A 10-D 14-T 18-J 16-18 correct - - - good

3-B 7-C 11-F 15-F 19-F 13-15 correct - - - fair

4-C 8-B 12-F 16-C 20-H
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WORLD PEACE--OR WORLD IN PIECES?

The search for world peace continues while arsenals of lethal weapons grow larger.
Experts predict the earth will soon become an incinerated relic--UNLESS world
conditions are dramatically REVERSED. Exactly what does the future hold for mankind?
This lesson reveals the ANSWERS in the prophecies of your Bible!

World leaders and scientists are frankly frightened by the prospects of the future! They
warn that man now possesses the means of committing COSMOCIDE-- suicide of the
whole human race--and even talk in terms of "overkill." They realize something totally
unforeseen must soon occur to stop the present trend of world events-=or man will finally
DESTROY himself!

What Statesmen Warn

In 1961 the late President John F. Kennedy warned a hushed United Nations Assembly:
"Mankind must put an end to war--or war will put an end to mankind.

"Today," he said, "every inhabitant of this planet must contemplate the day when this
planet may no longer be habitable.... The mere existence of modern weapons--10
MILLION TIMES more powerful than any that the world has ever seen, and only
minutes away from any target on earth--is a source of horror. "Together," said President
Kennedy grimly, "we shall save our planet- -or together we shall perish in its flames"
(emphasis ours throughout lesson).

What President Kennedy told the United Nations in 1961 was not the ranting of a wild-
eyed fanatic, but is the day-to-day reality of the world in which we live. Today, the
estimated number of stockpiled nuclear bombs is already enough to wipe out the world's
population many times over! Former U.N. Secretary-General U Thant warned in 1969: "I
do not wish to seem overdramatic, but I can only conclude from information that is
available to me as Secretary-General that the members of the United Nations have
perhaps 10 years left in which to subordinate their ancient quarrels and launch a global
partnership to curb the arms race, to improve the human environment, to defuse the



population explosion, and to supply the required momentum to world development
efforts."

Many other world-renowned statesmen and scientists, too numerous to quote in this
lesson, speak fearfully of the END OF THE WORLD--the END of human civilization!

But the Arms Race Continues

In spite of these terrifying, imagination-defying facts, the arms race continues to escalate
toward nuclear insanity! Take a look at "MIRV," which stands for "Multiple
Independently Targeted Reentry Vehicle." Instead of one missile carrying one warhead,
the Soviets and Americans have developed and deployed missiles which carry many
warheads. One such MIRV can do the same job as could 10-14 missiles previously. With
MIRYV alone, the U. S. is capable of destroying the Soviet Union many times over! And,
of course, Russian MIRVs could similarly "overkill" the United States of America!

Staggering, but a fact nevertheless!

The arms race is also spreading to outer space. The Soviets have developed a "killer
satellite™ capable of blowing up American early warning satellites. But what's to prevent
the design of satellites capable of carrying hydrogen-bomb warheads and dropping them
on preselected targets? Politicians and military experts generally agree that whoever
gains military control of space will be able to rule the world! What will come next?

Many other bizarre, frightening weapons are in various stages of development. These
include the pure fusion weapon (a "clean” H-bomb), the neutron bomb, and the laser
bomb. Scientists say any of these weapons theoretically has enough destructive potential
to annihilate all life on the earth!

It sounds incredible, but it's true! And the record of history proves that every weapon
man has ever developed was eventually used!

Chemical and Biological Warfare

Nuclear warfare is only one of many ways that could bring the total destruction of
mankind in the very near future. Though the subject has been given little publicity, some
nations are now producing new super-weapons which may be even deadlier than nuclear
bombs! Fifteen nations, including the U. S. and U.S.S.R. already have a chemical and
biological warfare potential.



Tens of thousands of gallons of deadly nerve gas--odorless, tasteless and virtually
invisible--have already been manufactured and stored. One drop, breathed or applied to
the skin, can kill instantly! Speaking about biological warfare, Dr. Barry Commoner,
director of Washington University's Center for the Biology of Natural Systems, warned
that chemical and biological agents make nuclear weapons "look like a child's toy."

Weapons of a chemical or biological nature are far less expensive to produce than
complicated nuclear weapons. Any country with a good size brewery could manufacture
germs about as easily as beer! But a huge question mark hangs over the advisability of
using biological weapons on an enemy nation. Even the best-informed scientists are
afraid the after-effects of an all-out biological war might backfire! Epidemics could
spread around the world. Only one thing is certain. No one can predict what actually
would happen, because such biological weapons have never been (nor can they ever be)
adequately tested until they are actually used on the battlefield!

Can Man-made Plaques Be Controlled?

Scientists are faced with the grim question of whether or not a man-made plague could be
controlled, once started, since full-scale testing is impossible. Dr. Commoner asserted
that even natural epidemics are poorly understood, and that we can rarely predict how
fast they will spread, or how many people will be affected. Moreover, in biological
warfare, he warned it is likely that the infectious agents will not be those which occur in
natural epidemics, but special variants selected or modified in the biological warfare
laboratory.

In this case it would be nearly impossible to be confident about the actual course of an
artificial epidemic, once it started. It might fizzle out, or it might spread so unexpectedly
as to engulf friend and foe alike! A biological warfare experiment which aptly illustrates
Dr. Commoner's fears took place during World War 11.

Britain tested biological weapons as early as 1941, when there was widespread fear that
the Axis Powers might use germ warfare. In one test, Gruinard, a remote island off the
northwest coast of Scotland, was sprayed with anthrax bacteria. The targets were sheep,
which soon became infected and died. But the anthrax bacteria were so durable that the
isle is still unsafe for people today! It is expected to remain that way for at least another
100 years!

Because of the grave doubts arising from such experiments, some observers ominously
conclude that "to initiate the use of plague or anthrax diseases that can kill more than 90
percent of their victims, would be to set in motion a DOOMSDAY MACHINE on the
planet..." (Seymore M. Hersh, New York Times Magazine, Aug. 25, 1968).



Other Ways to Annihilation!

There are yet several other global crises which could lead to the utter destruction of
mankind in the not-too-distant future. Human life can only be sustained by air, water and
food. But today man is polluting and poisoning all three of these necessities. Air pollution
IS now recognized as a growing international menace--one which not only threatens the
health of man, but seriously affects the continued existence of all life.

Water pollution is another massive threat. Most of our rivers and lakes are so seriously
polluted that supplies of drinkable water in many places have reached a CRISIS STAGE!
Now, increasingly, it is being found that pollution is also seeping into our underground
water supplies. A study by the U. S. Public Health Service indicates that millions of
people in the United States are drinking water that is unfit for human consumption!

Man is infamous for having depleted and ruined the soil out of which his food must grow.
More recently, he has vastly speeded up the process by using artificial fertilizers which
actually defeat their very purpose by locking up other soil elements, thereby robbing
vegetables, grains and fruits grown in such soils of the life-sustaining minerals and
vitamins necessary for good health. Modern man also uses poisonous insecticides which
not only exterminate more helpful forms of life in the soil and air than harmful, but also
enter the ecological web of life and threaten the extinction of higher species of life. Even
man himself is potentially in danger!

Other potential dangers to life are the host of inadequately tested rodenticides, fumicides,
herbicides, flavor enhancers and artificial preservatives. Scientists fear that these and
other products of our modern society could cause irrevocable damage to succeeding
generations.

Add to these urgent problems the worldwide revolution in the weather- -droughts, floods
and earthquakes--and epidemics of disease. And if all these fast-accelerating evils do not
destroy humanity soon, the experts say the effects of the POPULATION EXPLOSION
will!

The Population BOMB

Many leading scientists have warned that the greatest single crisis facing the world is the
population explosion.

Although this explosive growth of the world's population has slowed down some within
the last decade, it is still an unsettling fact. that the sheer numbers are still increasing at
the same time that fewer and fewer nations are self-sufficient in food production. Just six
countries are the major food exporters to the rest of the world community. If one or more
of these exporter countries should experience serious shortfalls in food production due to
bad weather or other unforeseen factors over several years, millions will go hungry and



vast numbers will starve to death! Population experts reveal that if present trends
continue, the earth's population will number over six billion people by the year 2000!
How will they be fed? Hungry people are restless people. And starving people seldom
just sit down and quietly die. They riot, revolt, pillage and murder in order to get food!
Massive food shortages could spark future FOOD WARS which could finally engulf the
entire world in horrible struggles for survival!

Needed: ""A Strong Hand From Someplace™

An accurate appraisal of MAN'S ONLY HOPE for survival appeared in a leading U. S.
news magazine in 1965. This appraisal indicated that among government officials the
prevailing view is gaining acceptance that tensions and world problems are fast becoming
too deep-seated to be solved except "by a strong hand from someplace.”

That strong hand is coming--but from a source most people least expect! The Prophet
Isaiah reveals that source in your Bible: "Behold, the LORD GOD will come with
STRONG HAND, and his arm shall rule for him..." (Isa. 40:10).

Your Bible shows there IS HOPE for mankind! The great God of your Bible says He is
going to send Jesus Christ again--this time to SAVE us from ourselves and to establish
the Government of God on earth! He will not allow the misguided scientific genius of
man to destroy all life from this planet! Think of it!

The glorified Christ--returning in all the splendor, supernatural POWER and GLORY of
God Almighty--coming to save mankind alive--coming to STOP escalating wars, nuclear
mass destruction, human pain and suffering--coming to usher in peace, abundant well-
being, happiness and joy for all mankind!

Predicted Centuries Ago

The sad state of our world was predicted and written in advance. Over 1900 years ago,
the greatest newscaster the world has ever known foretold today's chaotic world
conditions! He foresaw today's scientific discoveries and technological advancements.
And He foresaw the outcome of it all. He knew that men would produce the destructive
forces that now threaten cosmocide! This famous newscaster warned: "And except that
the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved [alive--Moffatt Trans.]"
(Mark 13:20).

This great news prophet was Jesus Christ of Nazareth--the same Jesus who is coming
again to intervene at the last moment for this world. What He foretold has been written in
your Bible all these centuries. No other book is as up-to-date as your Bible!



Jesus Christ foretold today's world conditions in vivid language. He prophesied in
advance the wars, famines, disease epidemics and natural disasters that are now occurring
increasingly before our very eyes! Jesus gave the exact sequence of events that would
take place in our modern, pulsating space age. Scientists and world leaders--most of
whom know little of Bible prophecy, and even reject the Bible--readily admit that events
He prophesied are taking place right now--in our generation! For some time influential
people have been using biblical terminology to describe current world conditions. Notice
just a few:

Dr. Binay Sen, former director of the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization said, "If
the rate of food production cannot be significantly increased, we must be prepared for the
four horsemen of the Apocalypse.” Robert S. McNamara, former president of the World
Bank: "We have to see the population problem as part... of a much wider social and
political crisis that grows deeper with each decade and threatens to round off this century
with years of unrest and turbulence, a 'time of troubles' [emphasis ours] during which the
forces of historical change threaten our frail twentieth-century society with
disintegration.”

Barbara Ward and Rene Dubos, research writers: "When we consider the planet's still-
increasing population, we may even wonder whether the traditional figure of the
harvester may not be turning before our eyes into that other image of the man with the
scythe--the archetypal image of Death itself."

Prophecy Is for TODAY!

But some will still object, "There have always been 'prophets of doom.' People thought
the world was coming to an end in the Middle Ages when the black death struck Europe.”

These skeptics simply do not understand God's timetable of prophecy.

The end of man's rule must, and will, come as God has scheduled it. Though some had
ignorantly thought otherwise, the end of man's rule was not due in the Middle Ages.

We need to understand that every prophecy has a definite time setting-- usually not in the
prophet's own day. Most prophecies of the Bible are yet to be fulfilled, and are for our
time--TODAY!

Jesus taught that there is a timetable of prophecy--that certain specific events must occur
in the months and years ahead before He returns to rescue humanity from annihilation.
Let's begin to understand these prophecies. Let's learn exactly what the world's greatest
newscaster foretold for our time.



But before we begin, be sure you have your Bible in front of you. You should turn to all
the Scripture references given in answer to the questions we will ask--and carefully read
them. PROVE what we say for yourself in your own Bible!

Thousands of our students have found that making notations in their lessons and Bibles as
they study is especially helpful when they review their lessons later. Some also write or
type out in full these scripture references.

Now let's begin.

LESSON 2

Scoffers in the Last Days

Our day is the day of so-called "Christian Atheism" when even theologians scoff at the
idea of God's existence and the prophesied intervention of Jesus Christ.

"Christ is no longer expected to come back," says John Robinson, Bishop of Woolwich,
England, in his book The New Reformation. "I believe,” continues Bishop Robinson,
"that we must designate ours a post-Christian era, in the sense that a Christ is no longer
expected. The present generation is unable to recognize Jesus as the Christ. They ask why
should we see in this historical character the focus of all our hopes or the answer to all
our problems?”

Notice that your Bible predicted this time of scoffers!
1. What did the Apostle Peter say would signal the "last days"? Il Pet. 3:3-4.
COMMENT: "Scoffers™ is rendered "mockers" in the Moffatt translation.

2. Does God address a rebuke against such skepticism, especially to Israel? Ezek. 12:21-
23.

COMMENT: Surprising as it may seem, this prophecy and the entire book of Ezekiel
were written primarily for our day! When this book was written, the nation of Israel (not
to be confused with the modern nation of Israel) had already fallen and been taken into
captivity--from which she never returned--a full 120 years before.

History reveals that the ten-tribed nation of Israel (the northern kingdom) was taken
captive by the Assyrians in 721-718 B.C. However, by the time God spoke this prophecy
to Ezekiel, about 600 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was attacking the Southern
kingdom of Judah. Ezekiel was already in a Babylonian slave camp (Ezek. 1:1), far from
the regions where Israel had been carried by Assyria so long before. He was even farther
from where some Israelites had subsequently migrated. (Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong's



book, The United States and British Commonwealth in Prophecy, explains where they
went, and who ancient Israel's descendants really are today.) God gave Ezekiel a message
to be delivered to Israel--a message about a future captivity. Yet Israel had already gone
into its first and only captivity 120 long years before! Ezekiel's captors would not allow
him to go to Israel to deliver that message. God knew he would not be able to go, before
He gave him the prophecy. So, plainly, God did not expect the message to be delivered
then and there. But Ezekiel wrote the message so it would be preserved. And it is today in
the hands of the people to whom it was sent--at precisely the time when God intended
that they receive it!

3. Does God say that the doubters' proverb would prove worthless, and that the time
would come when every vision would be fulfilled? Ezek. 12:23, 25. What is the prophecy
the modern-day descendants of Israel do not want to believe? Verse 20.

COMMENT: The people say time has already been so long that it is obvious the vision
will never come to pass. God's answer is that everything prophesied will happen as
predicted!f

4. Even if people admit the fact that this calamity will come to pass, how do they try to
rationalize it away? Verse 27. Does God answer there will be no reprieve from this
sentence? Verse 28.

5. Before God sends major punishment upon a nation, does He always first reveal it to
His servants? Amos 3:6-7.

6. Hosea 5:9 calls the end time the "day of rebuke.” Do verses 8 and 9 indicate an end-
time warning ministry to the nations of Israel? Compare these verses with Hosea 7:12.

7. For what age was Isaiah's prophecy primarily put in writing? Isa. 30:8. (The better
rendering of "time to come™ is "the latter day," as given in the margin of many Bibles.)
What does God say will be the character of people in "the latter day"? Verses 9-11. Then
will their punishment come suddenly, though obvious signs had previously been visible?
Verse 13.

8. Is one of the signs of the imminence of dire calamity the world's tendency to ignore
and deny the peril? I Thes. 5:3.

9. What message does Isaiah give the mockers? Isa. 28:22. Does God warn them of great

destruction upon the whole earth? Same verse. Is it linked with the time of God's
intervention in world affairs? Verse 21.

Prophecy Has NOT Failed!



Let's understand once and for all that prophecy has not failed. We need to realize that
every prophecy has a definite time setting, a time usually not in the prophet's own day.
One full third of the Bible is prophecy--and about 90% of all that prophecy still pertains
to this prophesied "end time"! With this in mind, let's notice certain KEY prophecies:

1. Was Joel's prophecy for his own day, or for the distant future? Joel 1:2-3, 15. What is
the "day of the Lord"? Is it the time when God intervenes in world affairs? Joel 3:1-2, 11-
14. When will this period of time occur--after great signs in the heavens? Verses 15-16.
Is this plainly speaking of the time Christ will return? Matt. 24:29-31.

COMMENT: The "day of the Lord" is mentioned in many prophecies of the Bible. It
always refers to the time when God will intervene in world affairs, culminating in the
return of Jesus Christ to this earth.

2. Did the prophet Isaiah also prophesy of this time? Isa. 24:17-21. What will happen "in
that day"? Isa. 2:11-12.

3. Will all of the prophecies regarding the day of the Lord be fulfilled? Rev. 10:5-7.

4. Will any of the God-given prophecies FAIL to come to pass? Isa. 55:11. Will the
warning message given to the people by God's servants be fulfilled? Ezek. 33:30-33. Is it
a pleasant message? Verses 25-29.

COMMENT: Most people today are tired of hearing "bad news." Nevertheless, God's
prophecies include BAD NEWS for all those who rebel against Him and trample on His
laws! But they also include much GOOD NEWS on beyond the prophesied time of world
trouble and chaos (Isa. 2:1-4; Micah 4:1-4). Many of the prophecies foretell a time of
peace, of happiness, of restoration, of joy, of great prosperity and physical wealth for
those who serve and OBEY God. We'll learn more about this GOOD NEWS in a soon-
coming lesson.

The FIRST Thing Christ Foretold

1. What was the first warning sign Jesus Christ gave His disciples when they asked Him
about the time of His second coming? Matt. 24:3-4. Did He foretell that MANY
deceivers would arise to deceive MANY people? Verses 5, 11, 24. Are they the ministers
of the archdeceiver himself? 11 Cor. 11:13-15. Is the whole world deceived as a result of
their activities? Rev. 12:9.

2. But would the TRUTH of God also be proclaimed with power around the world
before the second coming of Christ? Matt. 24:14.

COMMENT: God will not leave the world without a warning witness. Today, His
servants are powerfully proclaiming His truth worldwide via the media of radio,



television and the printing press. You are studying His message right now, as you study
your Bible with this Correspondence Course.

3. In the meantime, would the deceivers become extremely active? Il Tim. 3:13. Would
men have only a "form"--an outward show--of godliness? Verse 5. Wasn't Paul clearly
speaking of these "last days"--our perilous age? Verse 1.

4. Did Jesus predict that some of the false teachers would even claim He has already
returned? Matt. 24:23-26.

COMMENT: As we'll see in the next lesson, there will not be the slightest doubt that
Christ has returned when His second coming really does occur!

When Will Christ Return?

Perhaps you have heard preachers declare: "The Lord may come tonight. "But, is it true
the second coming of Jesus Christ could occur at any minute? What did He Himself say?
Jesus warned: "Take heed that ye be not deceived"!

1. What is one of the deceits the false ministers would preach? Luke 21:8. Notice the
words "the time draweth near."

COMMENT: According to the original Greek in which the New Testament was written,
the false message of those pretending to be the ministers of Christ is: "The time HAS
COME near," or "The time is at hand" (RSV). In other words, "The Lord may come
tonight." What about it, then? Could Christ return at any moment? Your Bible teaches
that there is a definite sequence of events which must occur first! Study carefully ALL of
Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. These chapters clearly reveal that there is a time-
table of prophecy--that certain definite events must occur before Christ returns!

2. Did Christ explain clearly that certain events would have to take place before the
"end"? Luke 21:9-11.

COMMENT: Notice that the King James English of 1611 is not at all clear in verse 9.
Instead of "by and by," the original Greek phrase is better translated "immediately."
Parallel accounts in Matthew 24:6 and Mark 13:7 correctly answer "the end is not yet."

3. But once the terrible events Jesus enumerated in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21

finally begin to occur, will they all be completed in the lifetime of one generation? Matt.
24:34; Mark 13:30; Luke 21:32.

The "'Signs of the Times™



There is a parallel to the widespread lack of understanding of God's prophetic timetable
for the return of Jesus Christ. The Jews at the time of His first coming also lacked
understanding and did not fully recognize or accept Christ as the prophesied Messiah.

Jesus told the religious leaders of His day that the "signs™ accompanying His ministry
should have been proof enough that He was the prophesied Christ. The Old Testament
prophecies, with which they were thoroughly familiar, had predicted the exact time and
manner of His appearance!

Yet they refused to believe Him!

1. What did these scoffing Pharisees and Sadducees ask Jesus to show them? Matt. 16:1.
How did He answer them? Verses 2-3.

COMMENT: The religious leaders of Christ's day didn't understand the "signs of the
times." Yet they had been taught the Messiah was to come, for that very message was
repeated in nearly every book of the Old Testament. In verse 3, Jesus showed them they
could understand--if they really wanted to!

2. What additional sign--besides the plain Old Testament prophecies they already knew--
did Jesus give? Matt. 16:4. What was the "sign of the prophet Jonas"? Matt. 12:39-40.

COMMENT: Atheists and agnostics scoff at the Biblical record of "Jonah and the
whale." Nevertheless, Jesus told the Pharisees that He would be in His grave for the same
length of time Jonah was in the great fish. This was to be the special "sign" to His
generation that He really was the prophesied Christ!

3. Did that sign come to pass? Read Matthew 27:57-66 and 28:1-6. Notice especially
verse 6.

COMMENT: Two women came to see the tomb where Christ had been laid. When they
arrived, they found it empty. They were told that Christ had risen--"as he said"--after
three days and three nights. The sign had come to pass! Jesus proved beyond the shadow
of a doubt that He was the prophesied Messiah and Savior of mankind!

"'Signs' of OUR Times

1. As Jesus explained to His disciples the exact SEQUENCE OF EVENTS that would
precede His intervention (Matt. 24:3-41), what else did He say would occur in the end
time besides the coming of many false prophets? Matt. 24:6-7.

COMMENT: World War | commenced in 1914. Ever since, nation has continued to rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. Just since World War 11 alone, there have



been over 150 armed conflicts around the world! We are now merely in a lull between
rounds two and three of World War!

2. Is famine one of the major signs indicating that Christ's intervention in world affairs is
very near? Matt. 24:7.

COMMENT: The first decade or so after World War 11, food production kept up with
population in the underdeveloped countries. But the tables turned in 1958, a crucial year.
From that time till this, the stork outraced and passed the plow. More and more had less
and less to eat. Since 1958 the crisis has generally grown worse. The first shocking blow
came in 1965-1966 with severe drought and threatening famine in India. Disaster was
barely staved off in 1966. What will happen the next year the world faces drought and
famine? Remember: every year world population grows another 70 million. Every three
years the equivalent of another United States is added to the world's population! Many
areas of the world face a severe crisis as population passes food production.

In Central and South America, some of the most miserable and depressing poverty can be
seen. Yet, in several of these nations the population is expected to double within 25
years! This was once thought to be impossible. The facts of lagging world food
production, combined with the reality of the population explosion, add up to one thing: a
crisis of awesome proportions is exploding on the world's doorstep! The several million
dying each year now from starvation could soon be multiplied a hundred times. Hundreds
of millions of human beings now drawing breath could perish in world-girdling famines!
It is not at all a pleasant thought to contemplate. As one writer put it, "We shall see them
doing so on our television sets.” But worse, even our affluent nations are not immune to
this dire threat!

Killer Diseases--Global Pandemics

1. What else was prophesied to occur after famine? Matt. 24:7. Isn't pestilence partly the
natural result of food shortage?

COMMENT: The way is already prepared for a revival of pestilence. More and more
crowding means more waste and refuse, more garbage, more pollution of the water, air
and land. And more disease! Huge concentrations of population are ready-made tinder
boxes of potential disease epidemics. Under crowded conditions, an epidemic can spread
from person to person like wildfire. All the great pestilences of the past were just such
contagious diseases. It is not inconceivable that a flu epidemic similar to the one in 1918
could strike. Despite medical science, disease germs, bacteria and viruses have built up
an amazing resistance to the "wonder drugs" of a few years ago. Through mutation and
adaptation, their resistance to man's drugs and vaccines is becoming even greater. It is
very possible that a super-flu or other deadly pestilence could sweep the world, killing
millions!



Remember also that modern man already lives in an environment of poisons. He inhales
poisonous, polluted air, drinks contaminated water, and eats pesticide-laden foods. The
inevitable result is that the heart, lungs and the entire body in general are weakened, thus
lowering resistance to disease, which nearly always strikes the weakest first! Jesus Christ
told the truth bluntly, plainly, without equivocation. He said the world would experience
vast disease epidemics in the end time! Medical experts are growing increasingly alarmed
when they study the world situation. They see growing signs of such epidemics. Plagues
of cholera have already struck East Europe, Asia and Africa. Even bubonic plague--the
"Black Death" of the Middle Ages--is making a comeback today! Dr. Paul Ehrlich,
studying the population explosion in the world today, drew a picture of what could very
easily occur in the future. In one of his seemingly prophetic scenarios, he foretold the dire
possibility of vast disease pandemics taking multiple millions of lives as a new, drug-
resistant strain of some major disease broke out and quickly spread around the world!

Such a possibility frightens medical authorities because it is NOT mere "science-fiction."
With the advent of huge jetliners and the tremendous intercontinental air and ship traffic
of our age, such diseases could be spread around the world very quickly! Jesus' words,
spoken over 1900 years ago, were certainly prophetic. The next few years will reveal
precisely how much so!

Earthquakes!

1. What else will happen with increasing severity? Matt. 24:7. When earthquake activity
reaches a peak, will men at last begin to recognize that GOD is intervening? Isa. 2:19-21.

2. Are the signs Jesus foretold only the beginning of sorrows? Matt. 24:8. If this
prophesied time of world trouble were allowed to continue, would there be anyone left
alive? Verses 21-22.

COMMENT: Famine, disease, pestilence, earthquakes and other disruptions of nature are
taking an increasing toll of human life today. And as we have seen, world leaders
everywhere are afraid that man 's destructive capability will annihilate all life on earth!

The ""Four Horsemen"

1. Doesn't Revelation 6 picture the same conditions Jesus described in Matthew 24, but in
symbolic terms? Revelation 6:2-8.

COMMENT: These four horses and horsemen represent the four major world conditions
Jesus said would exist at the end of this age--all increasing in severity and overlapping in
their effects on the entire world! The white horse represents the increasing number of
false ministers preaching a false Christ and false ways to "salvation.” The red horse



pictures the increasing tempo of the ravages of wars. The black horse-- increasing
famine. And the pale horse--rampaging diseases.

2. What tremendous toll of life will be taken by these "four horsemen of the
Apocalypse"? Rev. 6:8.

COMMENT: Just imagine, if you can, ONE-FOURTH of mankind dying during a period
described as only the BEGINNING of sorrows!! But let's not forget that man is bringing
this horrible suffering and death upon himself! Jesus knew that man, left to his own
devices, would so afflict himself and would ultimately destroy all life--unless something
totally unforeseen occurred to stop it. That is why He has promised to intervene in world
affairs. Jesus Christ is coming soon to rescue us from ourselves because man has just
about reached the end of his rope!

The ""Abomination of Desolation""

1. What was another sign Jesus gave to indicate when "the end" was near? Matt. 24:14-
16.

2. Did Jesus identify the "abomination of desolation™ as that one which was spoken of by
the Prophet Daniel? Verse 15.

3. What was Daniel told about a desolating abomination? Daniel 12:11. Would it exist in
the end time? Verses 4, 9.

COMMENT: Notice that this abomination is something which occurs in the vicinity
where sacrifices are being made.

4. Where else does Daniel mention an "abomination of desolation"? Dan. 11:31.

COMMENT: Verse 31 was once fulfilled in ancient history. Most Bible scholars concede
that most of the eleventh chapter of Daniel was fulfilled in history by the struggles of the
Seleucidae of Syria and the Ptolemies of Egypt--called the kings of the North and the
South by Daniel. Verse 31 was once fulfilled when Jerusalem was conquered and the
Temple of God was desecrated by Antiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria, in 168 B.C. (See
Rawlinson's A Manual of Ancient History.)

5. But Jesus said the "abomination" was still future, didn't He? Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14;
Luke 21:20-24, especially verse 20.

COMMENT: Then at least a part of Daniel 11 must also be DUAL! And no wonder, for
we find the chapter concludes with the "time of the end"” (verse 40)--leading up to the
resurrection of the saints (chapter 12:2). (In the original text, there is no chapter break
between Daniel 11 and 12.) But what is the "abomination of desolation™ prophesied for



the "time of the end"? Putting Bible prophecy and historical fulfillment together, we can
get an idea of what this abomination of desolation will be. Historically, the abomination
of desolation occurred when Antiochus Epiphanes moved against Jerusalem with his
armies. The latter-day fulfillment occurs when invading armies are again set up against
Jerusalem (Luke 21:20). These armed forces will then crush and spoil the city (verse 24),
stopping whatever daily sacrifice may be instituted by the Israelis. These actions by the
brutal occupying armies will be a great abomination for the entire city and cause the
desolation thereof.

The modern "abomination of desolation™ (Matt. 24:15), or "that maketh desolate” (Dan.
12:11), therefore will be vicious and catastrophic troubles caused by invading armies in
Jerusalem.

Sudden Destruction!

1. Will there he warfare at the same time in the Middle East? Luke 21:23-24. Will the
city of Jerusalem be captured? Verse 24; Zech 14:1-2. By whom? Same verses.

COMMENT: Some have wondered if Jerusalem's destruction by the Gentile Roman
armies in 70 A.D. was the fulfillment of this prophecy. The presence of Roman armies in
Jerusalem in 70 A.D. was only a type of what is to occur in the near future. The Roman
legions which conquered Jerusalem then were only a type of MODERN legions which
will soon again surge through the Middle East.

A.D. 70 was not "the END"! The "day of the Lord" did not arrive then!

2. Will half of Jerusalem's population eventually be carried away and the whole city
looted? Zech. 14:2. Will this time be especially hard on women? Same verse.

COMMENT: This is why Jesus warned "WOE" to pregnant and nursing women (Matt.
24:16-19). 1t will be very difficult for them to escape!

3. Will this future military action in the Middle East threaten to engulf the whole world?
Matt. 24:21-22. Will this time of "great tribulation™ that ensues--this time of unequaled
strife and bloodshed involving weapons of modern warfare--threaten to utterly extinguish
all life on earth? Verse 22.

COMMENT: This is the very time Jesus Christ must intervene. Never before in man's

history has he been able to destroy all life on this planet. These prophecies can only refer
to this latter day and the immediate future!

World's Population Decimated



1. Does the Bible prophesy a great future war? Rev. 9:14-18. How many will die in this
terrible conflict? Verse 15, 18.

COMMENT: Horrible as it sounds, the millions who died in World War 11 will be as
nothing compared to the enormous decimation of human life just ahead! Roughly one-
third of the human race will die in this war. And remember, this death toll is in addition
to the number of others who will die of famine and disease!

2. What will happen to the armies that attack Jerusalem? Zech. 14:12; Rev. 19:19-21.

3. In summary, what does Isaiah prophesy concerning the earth's population when Christ
returns? Isa. 24:1, 3. Why? Verses 5-6. What is the number of the "few" people still alive
compared to? Verse 13; Isa. 17:4-6.

"Watch You Therefore .. ."

1. Will Christ's coming catch most people unawares--their minds completely occupied
with their own problems, hopes, fears and pleasures--even in the midst of the most
terrible times the world has ever known? Matt. 24:37-39.

2. Does Christ therefore warn us to take heed and carefully watch for the signs of His
imminent return? Luke 21:34-36.

COMMENT: Jesus plainly shows us that we must watch world events in order to
ESCAPE the trouble mankind is bringing upon itself--lest we be snared by it and
unprepared for His coming.

3. Will the events--the "signs"--preceding Christ's intervention be difficult to discern? Or
will they be as obvious (to those who are watching) as the changing as the seasons?
Compare Luke. 21:29-31 with Matt. 24:32-33.

COMMENT: Are you watching carefully the step-by-step fulfillment of Biblical
prophecies on the world scene? Are you taking diligent heed to Jesus' words of warning ?
May God help you to do so!

God MUST Intervenel

When we take a hard, cold, realistic look at present world conditions and trends, they DO
point to a fast-approaching WORLD CRISIS of war, starvation, uncontrollable disease
epidemics, and the extinction of human life on this planet!



Man simply has no solutions to these terrifying problems! The further he goes, the more
destructive become his efforts. His technology has gotten out of hand--beyond his
capacity to control wisely. World leaders, statesmen, and scientists look at this terrifying
world picture and admit they are frightened! They warn us that man's only hope lies in
the formation of a SUPER WORLD GOVERNMENT wielding all authority and power
over the nations.

But the nations, hostile against one another, could never form such a government.

Let's face it! Either there does exist a living GOD of supreme mind and total POWER
who very soon will step in and intervene in the affairs of this world to SAVE
HUMANITY FROM ITSELF--or else the EXTINCTION of all life will inevitably occur,
sooner or later, as man unleashes the awesome forces at his control upon his neighbor!

The next lesson show exactly how God will intervene in this world's affairs to save
mankind alive!

TEST YOUR MEMORY

This quiz is designed to help you remember the important facts you learned in the lesson.
You simply circle or underline each correct answer. After you've finished this test, check
your choices with the correct answers listed at the end of the test, and then rate yourself.

1. World statesmen warn of A. impending world catastrophe through warfare. B. world
government. C. shortage of armaments. D. under-population.

2. Which of the following is not a threat to human survival?A. Nuclear annihilation. B.
Over-population. C. Pestilence. D. Conventional weapons.

3. Biological weapons A. have been proven safe to the user if handled with caution. B.
are more expensive that nuclear weapons. C. could render an attacked nation
uninhabitable for 100 years. D. are entirely predictable as to effects.

4. What is man's greatest need in this time of world trouble?A. More time to control
pollution. B. More sophisticated weapons of warfare. C. Effective birth-control methods
now. D. "A strong hand from someplace."

5. Jesus ChristA. could return tonight. B. gave a sequence of events that must occur
before He returns. C. predicted man will annihilate human life. D. predicted none of
today's conditions.

6. God's general timetable of prophecyA. is not clearly revealed in the Bible B. is either
ignored or declared already fulfilled by most ministers. C. has apparently been revised.
D. is something we were not meant to understand.



7. Awesome famines are certain to comeA. because food production is being outpaced by
population growth. B. because too many nations possess deserts. C. only because weather
is unpredictable. D. only to India and certain other "poor" countries.

8. Can pestilence--disease--again bring death to multiple millions in this modern
world?A. Wonder drugs and better medical practices make that impossible. B. Not with
vaccinations and serum immunization. C. Yes, because our polluted environment
weakens man's natural resistance, while helping to create strains of super germs. D.
Possibly, but the sick could be quickly isolated.

9. The "beginning of sorrows" will actually killA. few hundred thousand. B. only the
atheists. C. only professing Christians. D. at least one-fourth of mankind!

10. Christ's second comingA. can be accurately pinpointed.B. will catch a few people by

surprise. C. will not surprise those who watch world events and are prepared for His
coming. D. is being proclaimed by all of professing Christianity today.

TRUE OR FALSE

11. The reason so many prophecies apply to the end time is because they did not come to
pass when they were meant to. T F

12. There have been over 150 armed conflicts in the world just since the end of World
War Il. TF

13. The "abomination of desolation™ does not have anything to do with armies at the
"time of the end." TF

14. Half of Jerusalem's population is yet to be taken captive in war. T F

15. The twenty-fourth chapter of Isaiah shows that no human being will survive the
prophesied time of world war. TF

MATCHING

Match the number phrase with a letter phrase.



16. Latin America A. Population to double in 25 years
17."Signs" of our times B. Already fulfilled
18. Ezekiel C. Matt. 25; Luke 22
19. Earthquakes D. Revelation 6
20. "Four Horsemen  E. Matthew 24
F. Prophet to Israel
G. Prophet to Judah
H. False prophets
"l. Religious persecution
J. Greatest to come

ANSWERS TO QUIZ Rate Yourself

1-A 5-B 9-D 13-F 17-E 19-20 correct - - - excellent
2-D 6-B 10-C 14-T 18-F 16-18 correct - - - good
3-C 7-A 11-F 15-F 19-J 13-15 correct - - - fair

4-D 8-C 12-T 16-A 20-D



The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course
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1977

THE DRAMATIC RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST!

When and where will Christ return? Will He come quietly, or will the whole world
know? Has He already returned secretly? Here is the amazing truth about the SECOND
COMING of Jesus Christ!

NO NEWS STORY could be more shocking. No headline could be more spectacular
than: JESUS CHRIST RETURNS! or more ridiculed today.

To the average person, the idea of Jesus Christ returning to earth is a fantastic fable that
has no bearing whatsoever on the realities of life. Yet millions of professing Christians
still expect the second coming of Christ--though widely divided among themselves as to
why, when and how He will appear.

The Promise of Christ's Return

Just before His death and resurrection--before His departure from the Mount of Olives
over 1900 years ago--Jesus Christ promised, "I will come again™ (John 14:3).

And only moments after His ascension, the apostles were startled by the appearance of
two divine messengers who assured them: "This same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven™ (Acts
1:11). They confirmed Jesus' promise that He would come again and told the manner of
His return.

The early New Testament Church believed what Jesus said, and taught His message to
others. Notice what Edward Gibbon said about the early church in his famous history,
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire: "The ancient and popular doctrine of the
Millennium was intimately connected with the second coming of Christ. As the works of
the creation had been finished in six days, their duration in their present state, according
to a tradition attributed to the prophet Elijah, was fixed at six thousand years. By the
same analogy it was inferred that this long period of labour and contention, which was
now almost elapsed, would be succeeded by a joyful Sabbath of a thousand years; and
that Christ, with the triumphant band of the saints and the elect who had escaped death, or
who had been miraculously revived, would reign upon earth till the time appointed for



the last and general resurrection™ (Gibbon, vol. 11, page 546, 1899 edition, emphasis ours
throughout lesson).

But the truth was gradually rejected! Gibbon goes on to show that the fact Jesus would
come a second time to intervene in world affairs came to be regarded as an error. Within
a century and a half after Christ's ascension, it was treated as a profound allegory--not to
be taken literally. The doctrine that Christ would return to rule the earth "was at length
rejected as the absurd invention of heresy and fanaticism” (ibid., p.547). The world today
continues to ridicule the idea of Christ's return. Nevertheless, this message lies at the very
heart and core of the true gospel of the Kingdom of God!

Three Common ldeas

Among the millions of professing Christians who still expect the second coming of
Christ, there are hundreds of differing concepts about the time and manner of His return.
The three principal ideas are the "Post- millennial Coming," the "Secret Rapture,” and the
"Spiritual Coming." It was not until about 1700 A.D. that an English clergyman put
forward the idea that Christ's second coming would follow the Millennium--the time
during which His Kingdom was prophesied to rule the earth. But those who maintain this
idea are finding it increasingly difficult to believe that modern man can ever achieve
worldwide peace and prosperity without the intervention of Christ's "strong hand™ (Isa.
40:10).

Man is now literally on the brink of blasting or polluting himself--and all earthly life--
from the face of this planet! That fact alone should tell us why--and partly WHEN--Christ
must return.

The ""Secret Rapture"

The second common idea accepted by millions of professing Christians is the "Secret
Rapture.” According to this belief, Jesus will return to this earth in two phases. First, He
will return secretly to whisk away all true Christians to heaven to protect them from "The
Great Tribulation."

Therefore, it is believed that the Church's promised place of safety is not on this earth,
but up in heaven. The second phase is believed to be His "public” coming at which time
all will be able to see and hear Him. But the rapture theory is actually an even more
modern invention than the post-millennial theory. The early New Testament Church of
God never heard of it. Nor indeed had anyone else until about 1830, when it was
espoused by a few people in Britain and later popularized in the famous Scofield
Reference Bible.



Those first few advocates of the rapture theory fervently believed that they were living in
the last three and one half years of earth's history. When that length of time was exceeded
and Christ still had not "caught them away," they were forced to alter their doctrine to a
general expectancy that Christ might return--unannounced--at any moment!

From those few people the doctrine of the "Secret Rapture™ has spread to nearly all
Protestantism.

Is Christ Already Here?

The third common idea is that Christ has already returned. Many assume that Jesus came
the second time as the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. His Kingdom was the Church
He founded at that time, say the proponents of this theory, and therefore today all the
churches together constitute the "Kingdom of God."

But such a kingdom would not fulfill dozens of plain prophecies. Also, this theory
ignores the fact that the Apostle Paul and other early true Christians still looked forward
to the second coming of Christ and His Kingdom long after that particular Pentecost!

What is the TRUTH?

Let's begin to prove the facts about Jesus Christ's dramatic return with our own eyes... in
our Bibles!

LESSON 3

Has Christ Already Come?
Let's notice the warnings of Christ Himself concerning His promised return.

1. Did Jesus warn that some would claim He had already come before His true return
would take place? Matt. 24:26; Mark 13:21.

2. Did false teachers proclaim that very idea after His resurrection? 1l Thes. 2:1-2. (The
King James rendering, "is at hand," in verse 2 is misleading. Other translations render
this more accurately as "has come.") Did the Apostle Paul emphatically refute this false
assumption? Verse 3.

3. Did Paul go on to warn that there must yet come a further falling into error--an
apostasy from the truth--before the return of Jesus Christ? Same verse. Did Jesus also
speak of this as something which had to occur before He returned? Compare Matthew
24:5, 11, 24 with Revelation 6:2.



COMMENT: Jesus, the Revelator (Rev. 1:1), used the symbol of a rider on a white horse
to picture false ministers and prophets claiming to represent Christ or His Church. The
real Christ comes on the white horse described in Revelation 19:11. Notice that Christ
pictures Himself as returning with a sword--the Word of God (Rev. 19:15; Heb. 4:12)--
whereas the devil's counterfeit is pictured with a bow in his hand (Rev. 6:2). Notice, too,
that the perversion of God's truth marks only the beginning of a long sequence of events
(covering over 1900 years) culminating in Christ's return and the establishment of the
Kingdom of God.

4. Before His resurrection, did Jesus make it clear that His Kingdom was not at that time,
nor ever would be, "of this world"? John 18:36. Therefore, could any or all of the
churches of this world constitute God's Kingdom, as so many seem to think? Same verse.

COMMENT: This "world" or system (Greek cosmos) encompasses all that is
characteristic of the age of man. And certainly, as history reveals, the churches are a
PART of this age! They have engaged in political struggles, ruled empires, caused the
shedding of much blood, especially in the Middle Ages. Therefore, if the churches of
Christendom constitute God's Kingdom, then that kingdom IS a part of this world, and
Jesus didn't know what He was talking about! Jesus stated plainly: "But now is my
KINGDOM not from hence" [did not begin at that time]--though His spiritual CHURCH
(Matt. 16:18) did begin on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). So Jesus Christ Himself
emphatically denied, in advance, the false concept that later formed the basis for church-
political dominance in the Middle Ages.

5. When asked by His disciples if He would restore the Kingdom in their day, what did
Jesus reply? Acts 1:6-8. But were they shortly to receive power that was NOT of a
political nature? Verse 8. What were they to do with this power? Same verse and
Matthew 28:18-20.

COMMENT: Notice that the apostles were not given to know the time of the
establishment of the Kingdom, but were to be filled with the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
Jesus' disciples did not at that time receive political power to rule the nations. The
Kingdom of God was not then to be set up. But they were to receive spiritual power that
would enable them to be "WITNESSES" to the world of Christ's resurrection, and to
"teach all nations™ the ways of God. While Jesus Himself was AWAY IN HEAVEN, He
promised He would be with them (and their successors) in spirit only until the end of this
age--until the end of this present world of human misrule--until His return to set up the
Kingdom of God on earth.

6. What scripture proves conclusively that the Kingdom of God could not have been

established on earth yet? | Cor. 15:50. Would you say the people attending the various
churches are still flesh and blood?

When Christ WON'T Return



Another and more modern concept is that Jesus will come AFTER peace and harmony
permeate the earth for a thousand years, with all the nations in perfect accord. Could this
possibly be true in the light of the Scriptures?

1. What does Acts 3:21 tell us concerning the restoration of all things?

2. When Jesus returns, what will the ambassadors of peace be doing, and what will the
general condition of the earth be like? Isa. 33:7-8.

COMMENT: Obviously the earth will be in utter CHAOS--not at peace- -before Christ
returns!

3. What scriptures prove beyond the shadow of a doubt that Christ returns before, and not
after, peace and harmony fill the earth for a thousand years? Rev. 5:10; 20:4.

COMMENT: Your Bible shows that Christ will not come after a millennium (1000 years)
of perfect human rule. To abolish human misrule and establish the Kingdom--the rule--of
God, is the reason Jesus returns a second time. Since resurrected Christians will reign
with Christ for a thousand years, He obviously must come before the thousand years
commence!

End-Time Commission Must First Be Fulfilled

1. Before His crucifixion, did Jesus' followers anticipate that the Kingdom of God would
be established very soon? Luke 19:11. What did Jesus say in answer to this mistaken
idea? Verse 12.

COMMENT: In this parable the "nobleman” refers to Jesus. The "far country" is heaven,
to which He returned after His resurrection, and the "servants" are true Christians.

2. Will Christ receive a kingdom while away in heaven? Compare Luke 19:12 with
Daniel 7:13-14.

COMMENT: Plainly, the parable in Luke 19 covers the time from Christ's ascension to
heaven (the "far country™) until His return to establish the Kingdom of God on earth.

3. While the nobleman--Christ--is away, must the servants become profitable by
increasing their talents? Luke 19:13, 15; Matt. 25:15-109.

4. What duty must the servants--true Christians--especially fulfill before the end of this
age and the second coming of Christ? Matt. 24:14; 28:18-20.

COMMENT: Jesus made it plain that the gospel of the Kingdom must go to all nations
before His coming!



Can We Know the Exact Time?

Shortly before His ascension to heaven, Jesus also made it very plain that He would
return after a fixed sequence of events. He gave an outline of these events to His disciples
upon the Mount of Olives. In Lesson 2 we studied that outline as it is recorded in
Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21.

You should reread Matthew 24 and note all the events which were prophesied to occur
before Christ returns. Can we really determine from these prophecies the exact time of
His coming? Let's see:

1. Will God's intervention in world affairs and the second coming of Christ be universally
expected? Luke 21:35.

2. To what period in earth's history did Jesus compare His return? Matt. 24:37. Did the
people before the Deluge really expect God's supernatural intervention? Verses 38,39.
Will people today expect God's intervention and the second coming of Christ? Same
three verses.

3. Will those who are watching and preparing know the day and hour of Christ's return?
Matt. 25:13.

COMMENT: These utterances of Jesus have often been taken to mean that only the
apostles would not know the day or the hour, but that we in these last days would know
it. This is emphatically NOT true! Notice:

4. Did Peter ask Jesus if He meant only the apostles would be unable to know the day or
the hour, or if He meant all--even those of us today--would not know? Luke 12:40-41.
What was Jesus' reply? Verses 42-43. Is Jesus' warning especially for the generation--
those alive "when he comes"? Notice again Jesus' reply in verse 43.

COMMENT: How plain that Jesus' meant His servants of this generation would NOT
know the day or the hour!

5. Since we cannot know the day and hour, can we nevertheless know very nearly the
actual time of His return? Matt. 24:32-33.

COMMENT: Recall that Jesus had already given in this chapter the signs that would
precede His second coming.

How Christ Will Return



How will Christ return? Will He come silently, invisibly, as a "thief in the night?" Is He
returning to secretly "rapture” away His Church? Is Christ coming in two phases--once
"for" His saints to secretly take them to heaven--and then "with" them to set up His
Kingdom? The Bible gives us the clear, concise answers.

1. What does | Thessalonians 5:2-3 say is to come on the world as a "thief in the night™?
Are Christians to be vigilant so this period of upheaval- -the "day of the Lord"--doesn't
catch them unawares? Verses 4-6.

2. And yet is Christ also pictured as coming as a "thief"? Rev. 16:15. Does this mean He
will return secretly--invisibly--in a clandestine manner?

COMMENT: That's a fair question. But here's another question to ponder: When thieves
or burglars rob a home, do they come INVISIBLY? Of course not! A thief, however,
usually comes at night when the household is away or asleep. He catches them unaware,
off their guard--SURPRISES them! You never know WHEN a thief is coming. If you
did, you would call the police and be prepared for him. The big question you would want
answered if you already knew a thief was planning to rob your home would be when. So
it is with the coming of Christ! He will not come invisibly--any more than a thief comes
invisibly. But He will come UNEXPECTEDLY! No one will know exactly when He is
going to come. Jesus Himself explained: “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what
watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his
house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also READY: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh™ (Matt. 24:42-44).

And so Jesus likened His coming to a "thief" in respect to the time of His coming and the
element of SURPRISE!

How plain!
3. Now turn to Matthew 24. Does Jesus describe a tremendous noise which will rend the
air at His coming? Matt. 24:30-31. Isn't this the time when He "gathers together his

elect"? Verse 31.

4. Will Christ's return from heaven also be accompanied by a tremendous shout? | Thes.
4:16. Is this the time the saints are "caught up" to be with Him? Verses 16,17.

COMMENT: Obviously Christ's coming will NOT be a clandestine, secretive event at
all!

To Come VISIBLY!

1. When Christ returns, will He be visible to everyone? Matt. 24:27; Rev. 1:7.



COMMENT: The Greek word astrape used in Matthew 24:27 may mean the lightning of
thunderstorms, or any brilliant illumination. Now what brilliant light "comes out of the
east and shines even unto the west"? Why, the SUN, Of course! Can you see the sun? Of
course you can! Christ's presence will be "as the SUN Shineth in his strength” (Rev.
1:16). It will be obvious--nobody will be able to miss it. The expression, "and they also
which pierced him" in Revelation 1:7 does not prove that the ONE Roman soldier who
literally pierces Jesus' side, or the Jews who were living then, will be alive at His coming.
It actually refers to the entire human family--YOU AND ME! Our sins took His life
(Zech. 12:10). Revelation 1:7 simply shows that all who are alive when He returns will
be able to see Him. And all the rest of humanity will see Him later, when they are
resurrected.

2. Did the angelic messenger who spoke to the disciples right after Christ's ascension
from the Mount of Olives affirm that He would return "IN LIKE MANNER" as He left?
Acts 1:10-11. What was the manner of His leaving?--was He "seen" until He disappeared
in the clouds? Verse 9. Will He at His return again become visible "in the clouds"? I
Thes. 4:17.

3. Finally, what does Zechariah 14:4 have to say about Christ's return to that same Mount
of Olives, near Jerusalem, from which He ascended? Then He will not make a "near
miss" and turn right around and go back to heaven for three and one half or seven years,
will He? Obviously not!

COMMENT: Christ's visible, advertised, unmistakable coming is plainly described in the
Bible--in great detail--but there is not one word mentioning a secret, preliminary
"rapture™ of Christians to heaven!

Only ONE "'Second Coming™'!

Some will still contend that this visible and audible coming is the second phase of
Christ's return. Here is more proof that this idea is utterly false!

1. Does the resurrection of the dead in Christ clearly take place at His return? | Thes.
4:15-16. Does it occur at the exact moment the trumpet (“trump™) mentioned in verse 16
blows? I Cor. 15:51-52.

2. Is the trumpet mentioned in | Thessalonians 4:16 and | Corinthians 15:52 the same as
the one blown in Revelation 11:15? Rev. 11:18.

COMMENT: Some will claim that, the last trumpet mentioned in | Corinthians 15:52 is
different from the seventh or last trump mentioned in Revelation 11:15. But notice in
Revelation 11:18 that John was inspired to write that the seventh trump is the time of the
resurrection! John is describing the same momentous event Paul did in | Thessalonians 4



and | Corinthians 15. Thus we see that Christ will return and the saints will be resurrected
at the mighty blast of a great trumpet which will be heard by all the earth!

Significance of the Greek Word ""Parousia"

Those who insistently adhere to the rapture theory claim the Greek word parousia,
translated "coming" in Matthew 24:27, does not mean “coming" at all. They say it refers
to His "secret nearness," so that when Jesus' disciples asked Him for the "sign™ of His
coming, they were actually asking for a sign of the "rapture.”

What about it?

The scriptures we have studied already have clearly shown the manner and approximate
time of Christ's return. But what about this word parousia? Does it really indicate a
preliminary SECRET coming after all?

1. The Greek word parousia (number 3952 in Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the
Bible) is translated "coming" in many different scriptures. | Thessalonians 3:13 is one
example. Does this verse say that Christ's parousia is "with" all His saints? Then could it
possibly be referring to a secret coming FOR His saints three and one half or more years
before He returns openly "with" them?

COMMENT: Wouldn't you think that after Christ had gone into such detail to answer the
disciples' questions (Matt. 24:3), that He would have at least mentioned the "rapture™ or
His "invisible presence™? But no such mention is found in this chapter or in all the Bible!

2. But notice another scripture. At His "coming" (parousia), what will Christ do to "that
Wicked [one]" who has seated himself "as God" in the temple of God? Il Thes. 2:4, 8.

COMMENT: Clearly, Christ's coming to execute judgment is His parousia- -His visible
and POWERFUL "coming" to this earth! Notice that not only does this verse show that
the wicked one is to be destroyed at the parousia of Christ, but it also speaks of the
BRIGHTNESS of His parousia. Plainly, the parousia of Christ is not a secret, clandestine,
INVISIBLE event at all!

Where Will Christians Be Protected From the Tribulation?

1. What did Jesus say is to happen shortly BEFORE His one and only second coming?
Matt. 24:21, 29. And what happens next? Verse 30.



COMMENT: Here we find that before Christ's coming a Great Tribulation is going to
occur on earth. These verses show that Christ will not return until AFTER the Great
Tribulation and AFTER great heavenly signs occur!

2. What did Christ tell His followers in Judea to do when they see a particular
"abomination of desolation™ set up? Matt. 24:15-20; Luke. 21:20-21.

COMMENT: This is exactly what true Christians did before Jerusalem was destroyed in
70 A.D. But this prophecy, remember, is DUAL. It also gives Christians in Judea at the
end time instructions about what to do when the "abomination of desolation™ is set up. If
there were to be a "secret rapture,” Christ's followers would not have to be concerned
about either the winter or the Sabbath or invading armies!

3. Did Jesus believe in "rapturing™ His followers out of the world to protect them? Or did
He anticipate another means of protection--on the earth? John 17:15.

4. Does Christ promise to keep the overcomers of His Church safe in the "hour of
temptation”--the coming Great Tribulation? Rev. 3:10.

5. A "woman" symbolizes a CHURCH (see Il Cor. 11:1-2; Eph. 5:23-29; Gal. 4:26).Will
God provide a place of safety for the end-time true Church where they will also be
protected from the devil (the "dragon”--Rev. 12:9)? Rev. 12:14-16. Where will it be?
Same verses.

COMMENT: Notice that the "earth” helps the "woman." No mention here of heaven, or
of a rapture! Obviously, then, the "saints"--true Christians of God's Church--will be on
the earth during the Great Tribulation--not up in heaven as proponents of the rapture
theory believe! But Christ promises the "saints" a place of safety--on this earth. Take
note, however, that not every Christian will have qualified himself for this protection, and
many will have to go through that Tribulation!

Who Returns With Christ?

When Christ returns to the Mount of Olives in the same manner as He departed (Acts
1:11), He definitely will not be alone. Notice who will come with Him:

1. Will all the "saints" (true Christians) be with Jesus Christ when He returns to the
Mount of Olives? Zech. 14:4, 5. Notice the last few words of verse 5.

2. Did the Apostle Paul speak of Christ coming "with" His saints, who are now sleeping
in death? | Thes. 3:13; 4:13-14. Do they return from heaven, or just from the atmosphere
of the earth--the clouds into which they will have risen to meet Him? Chapter 4, verses
15-17.



COMMENT: Both the resurrected dead in Christ and the living Christians (then made
immortal) will not only rise to meet the returning Christ in the air, but will then come
down immediately with Him to the earth.

3. Will they stay with Christ forever? | Thes. 4:17. Where will He be? Turn to Zechariah
14:4 and Revelation 5:10; 20:4 once again.

4. Who else is scheduled to come with Christ at this time? Mark 8:38; Rev. 19:14.

COMMENT: When Christ came to the earth the first time He was scourged, mocked and
abused (John 19:1-3). But when He returns as King of kings to set up the Kingdom of
God, He will return with GREAT POWER AND GLORY (Matt. 24:30), and a great
army of angels will accompany Him!

What Christ Will DO When We Returns

Jesus Christ came over 1900 years ago as a meek lamb to be slain for the sins of the
world. But when He comes again, He will be wrathful--ANGRY --against all evil! He
will use His mighty power to change the ways which have caused all the sorrow and
suffering on earth.

1. What does Revelation 6:16-17 foretell concerning the time of God's wrath on this
world? Did Zephaniah foretell this same time? Zeph. 1:14-15; 2:2-3. Turn also to Isaiah
13:6-7 and Ezekiel 7:19.

COMMENT: Most people have heard little or nothing about the "day of the Lord"--and
yet the day of the Lord is described in more than 30 different prophecies scattered
throughout both the Old and New Testaments.

2. At the very time when the last (the seventh) trumpet sounds (Rev. 11:15), and Christ
returns, is God wrathful? Rev. 11:18.

COMMENT: The wrath of the "day of the Lord" manifests itself in the seven "trumpet"
plagues which are unleashed consecutively over a period of months (Revelation, chapters
8;9; 11:15-19) and culminates in the second coming of Christ and the administering of
the seven last plagues (Rev. 15:1 and chapter 16).

3. Is the great personage mentioned in Revelation 19:11 to make war? What is His title?
Verse 16. What else is He called? Rev. 17:14. Who is the "Lamb" of God? John 1:29.

COMMENT: These verses plainly show that Christ will come with an army of angels to
punish and conquer the rebellious nations of the earth.



4. Exactly WHY will God have to punish mankind? Rev. 11:18, last few words, and
Zeph. 1:17.

COMMENT: Christ will be angry at the sins of mankind. To SAVE the human race
ALIVE (Matt. 24:22), He is coming to punish in love! Otherwise, man would destroy all
life upon the earth! For nearly 6.000 years God has given stubborn, rebellious, misguided
human beings every chance to turn to His ways of peace and happiness. Instead, men
have turned their backs on their Creator. They have REFUSED to follow the ways which
would result in the fulfillment of their desires for peace. Men continue to devise forces
which now threaten the annihilation of all life. Therefore, as any loving parent punishes
his child who will not listen to gentle admonition, God will have to punish this world to
bring it to its senses! The glorified Christ is coming in all splendor, power and glory of
God to STOP escalating wars, nuclear mass destruction, human pain and suffering. He is
coming to usher in peace, abundant prosperity, happiness and JOY for all mankind.

5. Will the nations of the world also be angry at this time? See Revelation 11:18 once
again.

COMMENT: This world doesn't want to change. Man desperately wants to preserve the
society he has established upon this earth. Men do not want God to intervene and teach
them the way to world peace and prosperity. Instead, they want peace on their own terms-
-even though man's ways to "peace" lead inevitably to more wars and eventually
cosmocide. When Jesus Christ comes to stop world suicide, the nations will quickly drop
their own quarrels. The joint military forces of the world will then turn their efforts
against Christ and attempt to fight and destroy Him! The returning Christ will be forced
to deal with the nations of this rebellious world in the only language they will
understand--overwhelming force! What a paradox that men will at first have to be
FORCED into trying the way of life that leads to happiness, prosperity and abundance!

What Is ""Armageddon**?

"Armageddon™ is a term associated with the wrath of God. Almost everyone has heard of
it. World leaders and scientists frequently use this Biblical term when speaking of the
inevitability of nuclear warfare, and the destruction of mankind.

Yet few know what "Armageddon” really is!

Like most other topics of Biblical prophecy, what is popularly taught about this subject
has been generally accepted without question. And as with most other Biblical subjects,
people have been turned away from the truth and led to embrace fables!

When World War | broke out, many excitedly proclaimed "This is the Armageddon war!"
Then a generation later many assumed that World War Il was the war that would end
with "Armageddon.” Now the commonly accepted idea is that "Armageddon" is the last



battle of a coming war between the Western democracies and Communism. It supposedly
will be a battle between atheistic Communism on the one side, attacking Jerusalem; with
the British and American armies on the other side, defending it. And at the precise instant
of this battle, it is believed, the second coming of Christ occurs.

But is this really what Biblical prophecy foretells? You may be surprised at who will be
fighting whom at Christ's coming, and where! Make no mistake. World War 111 is on the
way! World Wars | and Il were merely small forerunners of the UTTER
DESTRUCTION which will break suddenly upon the nations. This time it will be so
hellish, only the second coming of Christ will be able to save mankind from extinction.

That's why God commands us to "WATCH" (Luke 21:36)--to watch world news so we
may be AWARE of the fulfillment of Bible prophecy, and to be accounted worthy to
ESCAPE the nuclear holocaust soon to fall upon this heedless, rebellious world!

1. In what is the wrath of God "filled up"? Rev. 15:1.

COMMENT: The seventh or last trumpet (Rev. 11:15) consummates-- COMPLETES--
God's wrath. How? By announcing the terrifying "seven last plagues”! The Moffatt
translation renders the last part of Revelation 15:1: "For they [the seven last plagues]
complete the wrath of God."

2. What are these plagues of wrath compared to? Rev. 15:7. (Some translations use the
word "bowl" instead of vial.) Upon what will they be poured? Rev. 16:1. Will they cause
great suffering upon unrepentant men? Verses 2-11.

COMMENT: Despite this severe punishment, the nations will adamantly refuse to repent
of their sins!

3. What will occur when the sixth symbolic vial of God's wrath is poured out? Rev.
16:12. Notice from which direction these kings will come. What else happens at this
time? Verses 13, 14, 16. Let's carefully analyze what is being depicted by these verses.

World's Armies Assemble

1. Against whom will the kings of the earth fight? Rev. 17:14. We have already seen that
the "lamb" is Jesus Christ.

2. Who will incite the nations to fight against their Creator God? Rev. 16:13-14. Who is
the dragon? Rev. 12:9. Are these "spirits" therefore Satan's demons?

COMMENT: The word "devils" in the King James Version ought to be rendered demons.
There is one fallen archangel (Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:12-17) called the "devil," but there
are many fallen angels (Jude 6; Rev. 12:7) of lesser rank called "demons" in the Bible.



3. Are these demons responsible for gathering the armies of all nations together? Rev.
16:16.

COMMENT: At this time, the demons mentioned in verse 14 will stir up worldwide
resistance to Christ. The proper translation of the inspired Greek of Revelation 16:16
should be as follow: "And THEY gathered them together..." This verse is sometimes
rendered incorrectly "And he gathered them together..." Notice the battle is actually

stirred up, not by men or nations alone, but by spirit demons of Satan the devil.

4. What will these evil spirits do to cause the armies to gather? Rev.16:14.

COMMENT: Notice that these spirits directly influence the leaders of nations--deceiving
them with miracles--stirring them to a fever-pitch of hatred to fight the new "invader
from outer space"--Christ!

5. Exactly where do the devil's demons cause the armies of the nations to be
GATHERED TOGETHER in preparation for the great battle against Christ? Turn again
to Revelation 16:16. Then where does the actual battle take place? Zech. 14:2.

COMMENT: The nations will marshal their armies at a place called Armageddon.
"Armageddon™ is not an English word. Rather it comes from the Greek rendering of the
Hebrew name Har Megiddo. (The Hebrew prefix "Har" means hill or mountain.)
Megiddo was a strong fortification dating from ancient times, situated approximately 55
miles north of Jerusalem. The mound that remains is a few miles south east of Haifa--a
natural port and industrial center providing ideal facilities for landing troops. The ruins of
Megiddo are located on the edge of the plain of Megiddo, an oval-shaped valley once
called the Plain of Esdraelon, but now commonly called the Valley of Jezreel. It is a large
flat area ideal for the assembling of military equipment and personnel. The Hill of
Megiddo was strongly fortified as long ago as the days of King Solomon (I Kings 9:15).
It was a literal fortress rising above the surrounding plain. The fortress Hill Megiddo
serves as a type, or forerunner, of the bristling armaments that shall soon envelope the
whole surrounding area.

Historians have said that more battles have been fought in the Valley of Jezreel that
anywhere else on earth.However, when Christ returns the armies will only gather here.
From this natural staging area they will advance southward toward Jerusalem to fight
against Him. The final battle will then take place in the environs of Jerusalem!

The Great ""Battle of God Almighty**

1. What is the name of the climactic battle that determines WHO will rule the earth? Rev.
16:14, last part.



COMMENT: The battle that ensues will reveal whether MAN or God shall rule the earth
for the next thousand years. It is called the "Battle of That Great Day of God Almighty"--
often incorrectly called the "Battle of Armageddon.”

2. This battle is described in Revelation 19:11-21. Who shall fight whom? Verses 14, 19.
Will the U.S.S.R. and her Communist satellites fight against British and American
armies, as so many have assumed? Or will it be the armies of a union of nations from the
"east” (Rev. 16:12) And the armies of "the whole world"--many of them led by the
symbolic "dragon," "beast" and "false prophet"--attempting to fight against Christ? Turn
to Revelation 16:13-14 once again.

COMMENT: The nations, already engaged in an all-out struggle for world domination,
will be angry and furious when they see a heavenly "invader” has come to intervene in
human affairs. In a frenzy of rage, these nations will prepare to do battle with and attempt
to destroy Christ and His armies!

3. Exactly where does the Bible say this battle will take place? Joel. 3:1-2, 9-14. Compare
verse 13 with Revelation 14:18-20; 19:15.

COMMENT: "Jehoshaphat™ means "Judgment of Jehovah™ [or more correctly,
"Judgment of the Eternal."] (Peloubet's Bible Dictionary). The focal point of the battle
will be in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, also called the "valley of decision" in the Bible. This
valley is a deep ravine having very steep sides. It borders the city of Jerusalem on the
east. According to Unger's Dictionary of the Bible, the Valley of Jehoshaphat, which is
situated between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives, is now known as the "Kidron™
Valley (page 564). Zechariah 14:1-4 plainly says that Christ will fight earth's hate-filled
armies when He returns and stands upon the Mount of Olives, just east of Jerusalem and
notice that Revelation 14:20 specifically states that the blood of these enemies--
symbolically represented by the juice of grapes being pressed out in a winepress--will
flow "without [outside] the city.” There will be so much bloodshed that the blood will
rise (in some places) as high as horses' bridles!

Christ Is Coming Soon!

Awesome times are ahead. It may seem incredible, but Bible prophecy is very plain.
Through these first three lessons of the Ambassador College Bible Correspondence
Course you have seen that this IS indeed the very END TIME of Bible prophecy! You've
seen that God, through His prophets, Apostles and servants, has revealed a sequence of
events leading up to the dramatic return of Jesus Christ.

These events are as certain to occur as the rising and setting of the sun!



Therefore, you need to "watch" and "pray" (Luke 21:36). Be vigilant. Keep abreast of
world news. Read The PLAIN TRUTH magazine. (It is free of charge, just as this course
is free of tuition cost.) And by all means study your Bible and pray to God every day so
you may be "accounted worthy to escape" the coming time of great world trouble!

You have clearly seen in your own Bible that Christ will come visibly, and with great
POWER to a God-rejecting world to save it from itself. His dramatic coming will usher
in the beginning of the Millennium--1,000 years of peace and prosperity for all mankind!

People will finally learn to lead brimful, happy and abundant lives under the righteous
rule of Christ. Under His guidance and rulership the whole world will receive God's
abundant blessings. But more about that wonderful world tomorrow in the next lesson!

TEST YOUR MEMORY

This quiz is designed to help you remember the important facts you learned in the lesson.
You simply circle or underline each correct answer. After you've finished this test, check
your choices with the correct answers listed at the end of the test, and then rate yourself.

1. The message about Christ's coming to set up the Kingdom of God to rule this earth A.
is the heart and core of the true Gospel.B. was simply a Jewish fable. C. originated as a
heresy of the Gnostics. D. has no adherents today.

2. History proves that the early Church A. taught that the Church is the Kingdom B.
believed the duty of Christians is to force Christianity on the world. C. did not expect
Jesus to return. D. fervently believed in a coming millennium of peace preceded by the
second coming of Christ.

3. Jesus Christ's second comingA. was the arrival of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost.B. was secret, probably in 1914. C. will occur after the Millennium. D. will
begin the Millennium.

4. Jesus warned the world through the apostles thatA. there would be a renewed fervor to
learn the truth before His return. B. there would be those who would claim He had
returned before He was supposed to. C. The "rapture” would occur. D. His return would
be in two phases--first secretly, then publicly.

5. Christ's return will beA. with the great noise of a trumpet and the loud voice of an
archangel. B. quiet. C. as a "thief" to steal away His Church. D. just as most people
expect.

6. The last trumpet, which signals the return of Jesus Christ,A. will be heard only by the
saved. B. is not the seventh trumpet of Revelation 11:15. C. will be heard by the whole
world. D. will be the signal for all nations to make peace.



7. Christ will come from heavenA. secretly. B. invisibly. C. without companions. D. with
armies of angels to meet the resurrected saints in the air.

8. Christ's coming will occurA. unexpectedly. B. unlike a "thief in the night.” C. after a
great revival in the churches. D. before the seventh trumpet sounds.

9. The Greek word parousia is NOT used in connection with Christ's coming A. in
destroying "brightness”--11 Thes. 2:8. B. "with all His saints"--1 Thes. 3:13. C. "As the
lightning"--Matt 24:27. D. In a secret, clandestine manner.

10. The "Secret Rapture"A. is a relatively modern concept. B. is Biblically provable. C.

should be the "blessed hope" of all Christians in these last days. D. is believed in by very
few people.

TRUE OR FALSE

11. The return of Jesus Christ will occur at the end of a definite series of prophesied
events. TF

12. When Christ returns, the nations and their armies will surrender to Him at once.T F
13. The nations will be angry and at war when Christ returns. TF

14. "Armageddon™ is the Biblical name of the climactic battle in which Christ will
destroy His enemies. TF

15. The "seven last plagues"” begins the wrath of God. TF

MATCHING

Match the number phrase with a letter phrase.

16. "thief in the night" A. Last trumpet

17. Mount of Olives B. Defeated armies
18. Three demon spirits C. "Secret Rapture"
19. Armageddon D. Gather armies
20. Valley of Jehoshaphat E. Silently, invisibly

F. Where armies gather
G.US.AvsUS.SR.
H. Comes unexpectedly



I. Where Christ returns
J. Nuclear annihilation

ANSWERS TO QUIZ

Rate Yourself

1-A 5-A 9-D 13-T 17-1 19-20 correct - - - excellent
2-D 6-C 10-A 14-F 18-D 16-18 correct - - - good
3-D 7-D 11-T 15-F 19-F 13-15 correct - - - fair

4-B 8-A 12-F 16-H 20-B
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THE COMING UTOPIA..WONDERFUL WORLD
TOMORROW

For ages men have dreamed of a utopian paradise on earth. Nations have struggled and
millions have died in its quest. But utopia has eluded all the efforts of men. Why? Is
utopia really possible? Are world peace and prosperity coming soon? Here are the
surprising answers from your Bible!

Five years after the close of World War Il, Winston Churchill declared in a speech in
Copenhagen, "Unless some effective world super-government can be brought quickly
into action, the proposals for peace and human progress are dark and doubtful.”

In the early 1960s, noted nuclear physicist Edward Teller, who helped develop the
hydrogen bomb, warned that "We must work for the establishment of a world authority
sustained by moral and physical force--a world government capable of enforcing
worldwide law."

In 1970, U Thant, then Secretary-General of the United Nations, called for the
establishment of a global authority with broad powers to deal with worldwide
environmental problems. He remarked, "We need something new--and we need it
speedily--a global authority with the support and agreement of governments and of other
power interests, which can pull together all the piecemeal efforts now being made."

Many voices have been raised calling for a world government to be established. Serious-
minded scientists and world leaders know that world peace is possible only if all the
nations are brought together in a supreme world government!

Is World Government Possible?

Yet declares A. F. K. Organski in the book World Politics, "World government is still a
long way off.... The creation of a world government through the voluntary agreement of
existing nations is so unlikely that we can say flatly that it will never happen"(emphasis
ours throughout lesson).



And Hans J. Morgenthau in his book Politics Among Nations, asserted: "There is no
shirking the conclusion that international peace cannot, be permanent without a world
state, and that a world state cannot be established under the present moral, social, and
political conditions of the world."

What a paradox! World leaders admit the most urgently needed fact today is WORLD
GOVERNMENT. Yet others admit that such a government is still a long way off--that it
isa TOTAL IMPOSSIBILITY under present world conditions!

Viewing the history of mankind, anyone can plainly see that men have utterly failed to
bring about world peace and prosperity. Fears, diseases, poverty, hate, oppression and
injustice have been rampant throughout history.

What about it? Is world government impossible--an idle pipe dream of unrealistic
optimists? Is the idea of a soon-coming UTOPIA on earth a hallucinatory fantasy--an
absurd myth?

If our only hope lies in the efforts of men, then a utopia is NOT possible and there is no
hope for the human race!

God's World Government

People today fail to recognize there is any power other than their own that can bring
about a literal utopia on earth. What great power can, and will, do this? GOD
ALMIGHTY'! He has the power and the wisdom to make utopia reality!

This is the very message God sent Jesus Christ to proclaim to the world. It is the
"Gospel"--the GOOD NEWS--that Christ will return with the power of God to give us
universal peace and prosperity at last!

Few today understand that God has allotted mankind six thousand years in which to rule
himself. During this time, He has kept hands off the affairs of men. He has allowed man
to pursue the course that seems right to him (Prov. 16:25). God has given man the
opportunity to prove, by experience, the basic inadequacies of any form of human
government--be it communism, fascism, socialism, or even democracy.

God is allowing the human race to prove to itself that NO human form of government can
bring us world peace!

When Jesus Christ returns, He will establish the government of God on earth. Obedience
to the laws of God will be taught throughout the world. And Christ's government will
possess the power and the wisdom to enforce His laws. It will prevent the strong from
enslaving the weak--true justice will be received by all.



Your Bible shows a literal UTOPIA is ahead! It will be a time of spiritual and physical
rejuvenation--one thousand years of boundless peace and prosperity! And with the help
of this lesson, God has made it possible for you to peer into the future through His
prophecies so you can know what that wonderful world tomorrow will be like!

LESSON 4

Utopia at Last!

The Bible tells us that under the leadership of Jesus Christ, God's government will
produce a UTOPIAN PARADISE on earth. Beginning with the descendants of the
children of Jacob, and using them as a model and example, God will rebuild and bless
ALL nations! Let's study this exciting truth.

1. In the Bible, what does God specifically say regarding the descendants of Jacob? Isa.
27:6; Ezek. 36:8-11; Zech. 8:7-8. Also read Amos 9:7-12.

COMMENT: After His return, Jesus Christ will lead the descendants of ancient Israel out
of great tribulation and into the Holy Land where they will be resettled.

2. Will the devastated cities be rebuilt? Amos 9:14-15; Ezek. 36:33-35. (Be sure to read
all of chapter 36. Notice that when this regathering and rebuilding occurs, Israel will
never again practice heathen ways, or be removed or be in trouble or captivity again.)
Will there be happiness in these cities? Jer. 33:10-14; Zech. 8:4-5.

COMMENT: Today's vast pollution-laden, overpopulated metropolises are rampant, with
racial tentions and every kind of evil. These conditions will not exist in tomorrow's cities.
Cities in the Millennium will be decentralized. They will be small enough to promote
healthy, happy family life, yet large enough for a proper balance between industry and
those essentials which promote joyous living.

3. Will Christ make Jerusalem the capital of the earth--the world head-quarters of His
government? Zech. 8:3; Jer. 3:17. Will it be an example to the entire world? Isa. 62:1-2,
7.

COMMENT: Being near the geographical center of the land surface of the earth,
Jerusalem is the ideal focal point for world control. It will be rebuilt to absolute
perfection. It will become the future MODEL CITY--the pattern for cities throughout the
world tomorrow.

4. Will the descendants of ancient Israel dwell in safety in their ownland? Ezek. 28:25-
26. Will there be world peace? Isa. 2:1-4; Micah 4:1-4.



5. Will God cause the laws of nature to function for the benefit of His people? Deut.
28:12; Isa. 41:18.

COMMENT: God originally promised to bestow great blessings upon ancient Israel if
they would only obey Him (Lev. 26; Deut. 28). The Bible shows they disobeyed and
were PUNISHED. In the Millennium, the descendants of ancient Israel will obey God
and therefore will receive these tremendous blessings!

6. The Middle East is now a relatively barren region. Prophecies show, however, that
after Christ returns it will see the most dramatic change of any land. Will the waste places
become fertile, and will beautiful forests spread in the Millennium? Isa. 41:14-20; 35:1-2,
1.

COMMENT; Can you imagine such a fabulous scene? Deserts becoming green, fertile
gardens of trees, shrubs, bubbling springs and brooks; mountains brought low and made
inhabitable. Forests interspersed with cultivated fields will also cause the climate to
become more healthful and invigorating. Lumber, becoming scarce today due to man's
exploitation, will again increase as the population increases, making it possible for all to
have beautiful homes and furniture.

7. Will God transform "Zion" and the surrounding area into a place resembling the
Garden of Eden? Isa. 51:3.

COMMENT: Zion is a hill within the city of Jerusalem. It is the original area of the city--
called the "city of David." Since it will be the location of the capital city, "Zion" here
represents the entire land of all the tribes of Israel.

All Nations to Be Blessed

Prophecies show that the rest of the earth will share in the great prosperity Christ will
bring to Jerusalem and the descendants of Jacob. The whole earth will undergo
remarkable changes.

1. Will all nations become submissive--obedient--to Christ? Isa. 2:1-3.

2. Since the Gentiles will obey Christ in the Millennium, will they belong to Him--be His
subjects and servants? Rom. 6:16.

3. Will the Gentiles therefore become Abraham's “children," spiritually speaking? Gal.
3:29. And what was promised to Abraham's physical descendants? Read both Leviticus
26:1-13 and Deuteronomy 28:1-14.

COMMENT: Ancient Israel was never able to claim all the blessings of Deuteronomy 28
and Leviticus 26 over long periods of time because the people were not faithful in their



obedience to God. But with Christ ruling in the Millennium, all nations will be obedient
and therefore will also partake of the tremendous blessings originally promised to the
tribes of Israel.

Language, Liberty and Superabundance

One of the major barriers to mutual understanding and cooperation between peoples has
been the language barrier. When men cannot understand one another, they can't freely
exchange ideas, philosophies, concepts or opinions. Misunderstandings often lead to
conflict.

Can you imagine what a world of ONE LANGUAGE would be like? Think what a huge
step forward it would be if people everywhere were liberated from the language barrier--
spoke and read and wrote the same language--werebound together in common
understanding for the first time since the tower of Babel!

1. Will God give all the world ONE pure language so all can serve and worship Him with
one accord? Zeph. 3:9.

COMMENT: Man was once bound together by a common tongue. But he used his
knowledge for EVIL--for an attempt to begin the very civilization that would have ended
by DESTROYING ITSELF! (See Genesis 11.) When God divided the languages at the
tower of Babel, He was merely forestalling that eventual time of world chaos which even
now threatens the annihilation of humanity! In the Millennium, with Christ as the
supreme, all-powerful ruler, this danger will be eliminated. And so Jesus Christ will usher
in an era of total literacy and total education by giving the world one pure language!

2. There will be a tremendous amount of reconstruction to be done in the Millennium.
But how hard will this work seem after people are delivered from the suffering, sorrow
and hard bondage of today's evil world? Isa. 11:10; 14:3. Will submission to Christ and
His laws bring the blessing of liberty and rest to the minds and bodies of mankind? Matt.
11:28-30.

COMMENT: God will make life enjoyable, comfortable and satisfying for people in the
Millennium--as long as they continue to obey His laws. God's way of life truly is the way
of LIBERTY--the way of FREEDOM from the drudgery and toil of the ways of this
world. But mankind today is not convinced that it is. God is now letting man find out, by
experience, how difficult his own ways really are!

3. Much is said today against private ownership of property. Communists and socialists
are particularly against it, partly because men have abused it. Does God think private
ownership of property is wrong? Micah 4:4; Isa. 62:8-9.



COMMENT: People will own their property in the Millennium. They will be liberated
from governments which deprive them of the righteous rewards of their own toil! And
God will not allow private ownership to be abused.

4. What about health in tomorrow's world? Will God also liberate man from sickness and
disease? Isa. 33:21-24; Jer. 30:17; Isa. 35:3-6; 58:8.

COMMENT: The combined force of right education about true health and instant
HEALING of all sickness will mean PERFECT HEALTH for everyone!

5. The agricultural wealth of a nation is generally the greatest physical asset it can
possess. Today, most of the earth is unproductive--only about ten percent of the land
surface is actually tillable. There are many deserts, mountainous regions and
wildernesses. The exact opposite will be true in the utopia of tomorrow as God begins to
bless the entire world! Will He cause the rains to fall at the right time? Ezek. 34:26; Isa.
30:23.

COMMENT: Farmers have had to gamble with the weather throughout the centuries.
About the most thrilling news they could hear is that their work would always be
successful--as long as they obey God:

6. Will there be great rejoicing over the abundance of crops God will bestow in the
wonderful world tomorrow? Jer. 31:12. Will there actually be a superabundance of food?
Amos 9:13.

The Great River

1. What will happen when the feet of the returning Christ touch the Mount of Olives?
Zech. 14:4.

2. Will the great valley thus formed become the channel of a mighty riverwhich will arise
in Jerusalem? Verse 8. Will one half of this mighty river flow eastward toward the Dead
Sea, and the other half flow westward toward the Mediterranean Sea? Same verse.

3. Is the eastern channel of this river--in which "living waters"” flow into the Dead Sea--
the same as the river described in Ezekiel 47:1-12? Does verse 8 show that when the
fresh or "healing™ water from this life-giving river begins to flow through the desert into
the Dead Sea, the Dead Sea will then be able to support LIFE, thus being "healed"? Will
it contain a great multitude of fish? Verse 9. Will this river also give life to the barren
places through which it flows? Verse 12.

COMMENT: The Dead Sea, 1286 feet below sea level, is the lowest spot on earth. Look
at any map of the Holy Land and notice that the Jordan River constantly empties into the
northern extremity of the Dead Sea. Even though the Dead Sea has no outlet, the water



level remains fairly constant. This is because hot weather causes the waters to evaporate
at about the same rate water flows into the Dead Sea. The water in this sea is so salty that
no plant or marine life can survive in it. But when this new river--the river of "living
waters"--begins to empty into the Dead Sea, its waters will rise until they overflow
southward through the desert. The overflow will probably carry into the Gulf of Agaba.
Everywhere along the overflow area (except for certain salt swamps and marshes which
shall be formed--verse 11) plant and fish life will multiply.

4. Does this river of "living waters" proceed from the spot where God's Temple will
stand--from Christ's very throne? Ezek. 47:1, and latter part of verse 12; Joel 3:18, last
part. Is the Holy Spirit compared to "living waters"? John 4:10; 7:37-39. Then isn't this
river clearly a physical counterpart of God's Holy Spirit?

COMMENT: The Holy Spirit, like the physical river, will go forth from Jerusalem and
will "heal” the mental and spiritual problems of mankind! Clearly, the world tomorrow
will be a utopian-paradise of peace, prosperity, and beauty! All nations will share in the
great blessings of God. The whole world will be at peace. During that Millennial age,
most of the earth's land surface will be cultivable. Beautiful forests, agricultural areas,
fish-filled lakes and streams will be found all over the world--with no more barren
tundras, polluted rivers, ravaged landscapes, hostile deserts or waste places. But how will
such a world be ushered in? Exactly how will such vast changes come about?

Let's see what the Bible has to say about the way utopia will come, and who will be
involved. Believe it or not, you can have a part in bringing about that wonderful world
tomorrow!

The Coronation of Tomorrow's King

Consider for a moment what the angelic messenger said to Mary, the mother of Jesus:
"Thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.
He shall be great... and the Lord God shall give unto him the THRONE Of his father
David: and he shall REIGN over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there
shall be no end"” (Luke 1:31-33).

Notice also the account in John 18:37: "Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king
then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that | am a king. To this end was | born, and for this
cause came | into the world...."

Jesus was born to rule and reign as King over all nations of the earth. Nearly 2000 years
ago, Jesus qualified to become this world's ruler by conquering Satan the devil (Matt.
4:1-11). But He did not remove and replace Satan at that time. He was not crowned King
while a human being(John 18:36). He was CRUCIFIED! Jesus was not to assume the
responsibilities of His new office as world ruler at that time.



When Jesus' disciples assumed the Kingdom of God would be set up in their day, He
gave them a parable to explain when He would begin ruling the world.

1. According to this parable in Luke 19:12-17, where did Jesus go after His death to
obtain the office of King and to receive the Kingdom? Did He go to Caesar at Rome? Did
He go to the people to have them induct Him into office? Verse 12. Who only has the
authority to make Jesus the "King of kings"? Rom. 13:1.

COMMENT: Jesus was showing His disciples He would have to ascend to His Father in
heaven (the "far country" in the parable of Luke 19) to receive authority to rule the
nations.

2. After Jesus ascended to heaven and had been there for approximately sixty years, He

revealed Himself to the Apostle John. Was there a crown on Jesus' head when John saw
Him? Rev. 1:12-18. Doesn't this indicate Jesus may not yet have been crowned after His
arrival in heaven? What has Jesus been "crowned" with thus far? Heb. 2:9

3. But will Jesus have been crowned by the time He returns? Rev. 14:14. What scripture
describes Jesus' actual receiving of the Kingdom which He went to heaven to obtain?
Dan. 7:13-14.

COMMENT: Here is depicted the actual coronation of Jesus Christ. The "Ancient of
Days" is the heavenly Father. The title "Father" was not, used because Jesus had not yet
been begotten as a human being when Daniel saw this vision. Notice also that "one like
the Son" appeared before the "Ancient of days" to receive the Kingdom. The Logos or
"Word" (John 1:1) was like the Son of man. He was not yet born as a son, but since He
would later become a son of man, He was, in Daniel's day, "like the Son of man"--the
Jesus who was to be born of a human mother.

Crowned "KING of Kings"

1. How many great crowns will Jesus have? Rev 14:14. But what about the "many
crowns" mentioned in Rev. 19:12?

COMMENT: Jesus will have only one great golden crown. That crown will designate
Him as Supreme King over all nations--over all the world. The proper translation of
Revelation 19:12 is: "And on his head are many diadems." A diadem is a small crown or
headband signifying royal office. The smaller crowns or diadems symbolize the lesser
royal offices Jesus will hold.

2. What will Christ's official title be when He returns? Rev. 19:16. But who are these
other "kings"? Let's understand.



3. Are Christians also to receive everlasting crowns--if they overcome? | Cor. 9:25. Will
those who qualify in this life rule over the nations as KINGS with Christ? Rev. 2:26-27;
3:21; 5:10; 20:4; Dan. 7:22, 27.

4. When do the "saints"--Christians--receive the reward of crowns and offices of
rulership? Il Tim. 4:8. Compare also Revelation 11:15, 18; 22:12 with Isaiah 40:10.

COMMENT: Jesus went to heaven to be crowned by the Father. but one of the reasons
Jesus will return to earth is to bring rewards of rulership to His resurrected saints!

5. What did Christ say would be the reward of those who manage wisely theabilities God
has given them now? Luke 19:16-109.

6. Will the resurrected saints also be priests? Rev. 5:10; 20:6. And judges? Verse 4.

COMMENT: Resurrected Christians will be kings and priests, and will judge among the
peoples of the earth during the Millennium.

Perfect, Powerful Government

Christ's government will begin at Jerusalem, where His headquarters will be located (Jer.
3:17). As His rule spreads over the whole earth, all rebellious nations will be brought into
line.

1. How will Christ deal with those nations which refuse to come to Jerusalem to worship
God the way he commands? Zech. 14:16-19.

2. What will be Christ's general policy for governing the nations? Rev. 12:5; 19:15. Note
the words "rod of iron."”

COMMENT: When God set His hand to save mankind, He will use a "rod of iron,"
symbolizing absolute authority. He will rule with power, and He will not hesitate to use it
when necessary! Man, influenced by his old habits and attitudes formed in this present
evil world, must be held under control until he learns his lesson and comes to see that
God's way of living is best for all. Jesus Christ will be in absolute control of the earth, but
He will rule with perfect justice and mercy, having once been human Himself(Heb. 2:9-
10; 4:15). He will at first literally have to FORCE men to be happy! He will impose His
merciful rule on rebellious stiff-necked mankind, and bring the world COMPULSORY
JOY! Although God will rule with power and authority, He does not intend to "cram His
religion” down the throats of people. He will not force anyone to accept His truth in the
sense of spiritual conversion--repentance, baptism, etc. God is not a stern, cruel monster
as some agnostics have falsely implied. God wants man at all times to be really happy!
But God knows the only way to lasting happiness is obedience to His laws!



Gradually, as men obey God's laws they will wake up to the wisdom and justice of God's
rule and will submit gladly to His authority, and a "rod of iron" will no longer be
necessary.

Re-education in the Millennium

Speaking of the Millennial rule of Christ, the Bible declares: "The earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea™ (Isa. 11:9).

During the Millennium God will TEACH mankind the laws that produce happiness. He
will give each individual the CHOICE, after learning His laws and seeing the happiness
they produce, of whether to obey God's laws or not. The vast majority of mankind will
see God's way is truly best and will voluntarily choose to OBEY Him,

But before men can really choose they must clearly see the alternatives. They must be
RE-EDUCATED so they can see through old prejudices and discern true values.
Education will play a vitally important role in the Millennium. A Gallup Poll once
revealed that only two percent of Americans thought education is their most vital
concern. But in the world tomorrow it will receive TOP PRIORITY'!

Exactly why is education so important? Let's understand.

1. Is faulty education, which has befogged the world's understanding, likea veil that hides
the mind from truth? Isa. 25:7.

2. Who is fundamentally responsible for deceiving the whole world? Rev. 12:9. Doesn't
that make him the real author of wrong education? John 8:44. Will the devil be allowed
to deceive the nations when Christ commences to re-educate the world? Rev. 20:1-3.

3. Has the devil deceived the nations largely by means of false religion--including false
religions that PROFESS Christ, but DENY Him by their works? Il Cor. 11:13-15; Titus
1:16.

4. What kind of knowledge is most lacking in the world today? Is it spiritual knowledge?
Hosea 4:6. What is the tragic result of this dearth of spiritual knowledge? Same verse.

What Is True Education?

1. What does God think of the wisdom of the world? | Cor. 3:19. Where does this world's
wisdom lead? Prov. 14:12.



2. But what is truth? John 17:17. What will truth do for people in the world tomorrow?
John 8:31-32.

COMMENT: A common, but false, concept in the world today is that education should
have nothing to do with a "way of life." Many believe education should teach you only
how to earn a living, but NOT how to live! Not so at Ambassador College. Here students
are also taught to "recapture true values" from the FOUNDATION of knowledge--the
Bible!

3. Do we have a written record that the true apostolic church preached God's "way" of
life? Acts 19:9, 23. Does the world approve of God's "way"? Acts 24:14.

COMMENT: God's way of life is the result of right education. It is based upon the
bedrock of TRUTH. But God's truth has been totally rejected by this world. The Bible
has been completely disregarded by modern education!

4. The world is fast approaching a smashing climax which will shock people into a
realization that something is radically wrong with our modern way of life. What will
people then acknowledge? Jer. 16:19. Would they desire to learn another way if their
present way were better?

COMMENT: The people of this world have inherited lies from birth--profitless ideas that
have been funneled into their unquestioning minds. As adults they continue accepting
fallacies learned in childhood, and build their lives around biases and prejudices. When
Christ rescues the world from annihilation, people will acknowledge their ignorance--
their lack of sound education. This confession of error is actually the first step toward
"repentance"!

5. What does repentance really involve? Isa. 55:6-9. Isn't it clearly turning from the
wrong way one has been living? Verse 7.

COMMENT: Repentance clearly involves the forsaking of all wrong concepts about life
we have always taken for granted without proof, and turning to God's truth!

6. Will re-education in the Millennium necessarily remold man's methods of doing
business? Il Cor. 8:21. Will it remold the social order? | Peter 4:3-4. And all other phases
of life in general? | Cor. 10:31.

God's System for Re-education

The evils in the world today can be laid at the doorstep of false education. Many
educators are finaly waking up to the fact that our great universities have FAILED! They
have been hotbeds of discontent, strife, revolt and sedition. This system of education
obviously needs to be changed!



What kind of system will replace it?

1. In addition to ruling as supreme King over all the nations, will Christ also be the
supreme teacher? Isa. 2:3; Ps. 25:8-10.

COMMENT: Christ will unite these two functions in Himself. How plain that in God's
pattern for world rule, religion and government are not separate!

2. Under Christ, who will rule over the modern descendants of Jacob? Jer. 30:7-9. What
did Jeremiah mean by "raise up"? | Cor. 6:14. Will David be a prince over Israel? Ezek.
34:23-24.

COMMENT: David will be resurrected to rule over the physical descendants of ancient
Israel. His office will include the responsibility of TEACHING the people the laws of
God.

3. Will the twelve apostles be placed over each of the twelve tribes of Israel? Matt. 19:28.
Will each apostle have a throne? Luke 22:29-30. Will they then TEACH the individual
tribes of Israel God's TRUTH? Matt. 28:19-20.

COMMENT: The apostles preached the gospel to the nations 1900 years ago, and God's
Church is preaching it to the nations today. But think how much more all the nations and
the whole earth will hear God's truth proclaimed during the Millennium!

4. Who else will rule and teach in the world tomorrow? Rev. 2:26; 5:10.

COMMENT: The resurrected Christians mentioned in Revelation 5:10 are to be "priests”
as well as kings. And the true function of a priest is to teach. (Mal. 2:7). When God
intervenes in human affairs, it will not be left up to the people to vote in their own rulers
or choose their own teachers. In the world tomorrow GOD will appoint His resurrected
saints as the rulers and educators, and not lobbyists or other pressure groups will be able
to corrupt them. They will teach the people all His laws and His statutes which are the
way to peace, prosperity and happiness!

5. Will the resurrected saints be able to appear in a material body at will? Isa. 30:20-21.
What will they do? Verse 21.

COMMENT: In the world tomorrow. those now qualifying to rule under Christ will be
ever-present and ever-ready to speak or act, both to teach and to nip in the bud any
attempted act of disobedience. Because they will be composed of spirit, they will be able
to come and go as necessary, to pass through walls, or simply disappear, just as Christ
was able to after His resurrection (John 20:17, 19, 25-27; Luke 24:31).

Results of Universal Education



1. Will people come to see eye to eye as they learn of God and His way? Isa. 52:7-8. Will
the whole world come to know His truth? Hab. 2:14; Isa. 11:9; Jer. 31:34. Will even
those who grumbled against God learn His truth? Isa. 29:24.

2. Will the Egyptians "know the Lord" in that day? Isa. 19:21. How will the Egyptians, as
well as all other people, really come to know God? Isa. 55:6-7; | John 2:3-4. Will
Ethiopia also seek to gain the benefits of an obedient relationship with Christ? Ps. 68:31.

COMMENT: The nations near Israel spoken of in the Bible are types of all nations in the
world tomorrow. All the nations of the world will learn that true Christianity really pays!

3. Will Gentile rulers bring presents to Christ in acknowledgment of His educational and
material benefits? Ps. 68:29. Upon what conditions has God always promised to shower
great material prosperity? Mal. 3:10-12.

COMMENT: Obedience to God's laws is what will produce universal prosperity, peace
and happiness in the world tomorrow! Isn't it plain that the basis of right education is the
knowledge of God and His laws?

New Natures

1. Will God change the natures of animals in the Millennium? Isa. 11:6-8; Hosea 2:18.
Will all creatures be peaceful? Ezek. 34:25.

2. In the Bible God speaks of the heart of man as being symbolic of his mind. What is
man's heart--his mind--really like today? Jer. 17:9. Is man's mind naturally submissive to
God and His law? Rom. 8:7.

3. What does God say He will add to the minds of people in the Millennium to CHANGE
the basic attitude of man? Ezek. 36:26-27; Jer. 31:33.

COMMENT: As God is going to change the lion's inborn desire for flesh food to an
appetite for vegetation and is going to give peaceful natures to all other creatures, so He
will make a truly marvelous and miraculous CHANGE in man's hostile mind. This
change in the mind will be brought about by repentance and the receiving of God's
HOLY Spirit! This is what will actually make the wonderful world tomorrow a literal
UTOPIA! By a miracle, God will place His very own nature of outgoing love within
mankind (Rom. 5:5). True love will thus be manifested in human beings through the Holy
Spirit of God. People will then love their fellowmen and strive to make them happy! It
would require a thick book to begin to describe the wonderful conditions which could
prevail on this earth--and which will finally prevail when the human heart is HUMBLED,
CONVERTED by the Holy Spirit--given the very nature of God! (Il Peter 1:4.)



God's Way BEST After All!

Do you grasp the significance of what you have studied in your Bible with this lesson?
God prophesied long ago of a time when He would cause this earth's inhabitants to
possess magnificent abundance. It is then that the world will wake up to a great truth--
that GOD'S WAY IS BEST AFTER ALL!

The time is almost here when "The LORD of hosts [shall] make unto all people a feast of
fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees
well refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all
people, and the vail that is spread over all nations"--their spiritual blindness (Isa. 25:6-7).

God will soon halt this world's mad plunge toward nuclear cosmocide. He will send Jesus
Christ to intervene in world affairs and put down all rebellion. Then He and His saints
will begin teaching the nations God's truth and His laws, His ways that bring blessings,
prosperity, peace and happiness.

The utopian paradise which mankind has always longed for will finally be ushered in.
Men will at long last WAKE UP! He will finally see through the veil of prejudices which
have prevented he him from following the WAY which would bring them all of their true
desires.

No one in that wonderful world tomorrow will be deceived as the vast majority of
mankind today! There will be no devil around to lead people astray. ALL will know the
TRUTH! There will be no more religious confusion.Eyes will be Opened to God's
revealed truth. Humans will become TEACHABLE. People will start living God's WAY -
-the way of outgoing concern for others--the way of TRUE VALUES--the way of
PEACE, of HAPPINESS Of WELL-BEING, of JOY!

Crime, sickness, disease, and suffering will be GONE! Poverty and ignorance will be
banished. SMILES will enlighten human faces--countenances will radiate with sparkling
JOY! Wild animals will be tame. Air pollution, water pollution, soil pollution will be no
more! There will be crystal-pure water to drink; clean, crisp, pure air to breathe; rich
fertile soil producing full-flavored foods where deserts once existed, producing full-
flavored foods; and fantastic BEAUTY in flowers, shrubs, trees.

The millennial world will be filled with HAPPY people guided, helped, protected and
ruled by Christ and the saints--and all human beings will learn that they, too, are called
by God to inherit EVERLASTING LIFE in supreme happiness and thrilling Joy!

WHAT A FABULOUS WORLD THAT WILL BE!

Although a utopian paradise is indeed impossible by the hands of men--although none of
this world's governments can bring us true peace, prosperity and abundance--your Bible
shows THE GREAT GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH CAN AND WILL PRODUCE
UTOPIA ON EARTH... SOON!



May God speed that glorious day!

TEST YOUR MEMORY

This quiz is designed to help you remember the important facts you learned in the lesson.
You simply circle, or underline each correct answer. After you've finished, check your
choices with the correct answers listed at the end of the test, and then rate yourself.

1. How will a "utopia” of world peace and prosperity finally become reality? A. By a
worldwide revival in all churches. B. Through a strengthened NATO and UN. C. Only by
the rule of a divine world government. D. By men learning to control the weather and the
population explosion.

2. The wonderful world tomorrow will A. have no cities. B. become reforested on a grand
scale. C. not be very prosperous, except in God's model nation. D. lack rainfall in desert
areas.

3. The life-giving stream which will flow east and west from Jerusalem A. symbolizes the
tears Jesus shed over Jerusalem. B. will not literally exist. C. will quickly be swallowed
up and lost in the southern desert. D. symbolizes the "healing” of the nations by God's
Holy Spirit.

4. Jesus' actual coronation A. took place when He ascended to heaven. B. will take place
before His second coming. C. takes place after He conquers all nations. D. took place
when He conquered the devil.

5. As "King of kings," how many great crowns will Jesus have? A. Three: for heaven,
hell and earth. B. Seven. C. One. D. Many.

6. When will the "saints" receive their crowns? A. After they prove their ability to rule
the nations. B. At the "rapture.” C. After Jesus has conquered, completely reorganized
and rebuilt this world, and solved its problems. D. At Christ's return.

7. David will A. remain dead in his grave during the Millennium B. rule as king over the
descendants of Jacob in the Millennium. C. rule over theGentiles. D. have less authority
over Israel than the twelve apostles.

8. In the Millennium, Christ will A. govern gently at all times. B. never deal severely
with the rebellious C. not be concerned about education. D. teach mankind God's way of
life.

9. The goal of Christ's re-education program will primarily be to A. reform the economic
system. B. teach man how to fulfill his democratic responsibility. C. remold the social life



of the community. D. develop the whole character of man--perfect his physical, mental,
emotional and spiritual life.

10. The most important change destined to occur in tomorrow's world will be in A. man's
hostile attitude. B. the nature of animals. C. the weather. D. the languages.

TRUE OR FALSE

11. The one problem today that will continue on over into the world tomorrow will be the
multiplicity and corruption of languages and dialects. T F

12 In the Millennium, work will seem like rest compared to the suffering,sorrow and hard
bondage of this world's ways.

TF

13. Resurrected "saints"--Christians--will be "priests," as well as "kings" under Christ. T
F

14. False education is an unfortunate curse, but thankfully it does not enslave mankind. T
F

15. The Millennium will become a literal utopia because man's efforts will finally make it
so.TF

MATCHING

Draw a line from each numbered phrase to the correctly related lettered phrase.

16. Utopia A myth

An impossibility
Changes man"s attitude
Never rebuilt

Future world capital
Way to blessings

The Nile

"Heals" Dead Sea
Coming soon on earth

Produced by science

17. God"s law
18. The great river
19. Jerusalem

20. The Holy Spirit

Qe TOTMOOT>X>



ANSWERS TO QUIZ

Rate Yourself

1-C 5-C 9-D 13-T 17-F 19-20 correct - - - excellent
2-B 6-D 10-A 14-F 18-H 16-18 correct - - - good
3-D 7-B 11-F 15-F 19-E 13-15 correct - - - fair

4-B 8-D 12-T 16-1 20-C



The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course
Lesson 5
1977

JUST WHAT IS MAN?

Is man an immortal soul in a material body? Is death the separation of body and soul?
What REALLY happens to a person at death? These questions have puzzled mankind for
thousands of years. Study the surprising ANSWERS in this revealing lesson!

DEATH is a reality! Though many like to shove it from their minds to escape having to
think about it, death is real. It is the inevitable consequence of being alive! Religious
people often picture death as the inescapable final plunge into the unknown--into the
"next world" with its heaven, hell or purgatory. What is this thing called life, and
DEATH? Isn't it about time we finally learned what man really IS, and what hope there
is--if any--of life after death?

Do You Have an Immortal Soul?

The ancient philosophers taught that man is essentially an immortal spiritual "soul"
housed in a temporary body of flesh--that the real man is not the body, but an invisible,
immaterial "immortal soul” that thinks, hears, sees and will consciously live on forever.
At death, according to the speculation of the ancients, the soul leaves the body and
journeys to a nebulous realm, possibly paradise or a place of punishment. The body, they
correctly observed, goes to the grave. Some Oriental philosophers speculated that the
souls of the departed go into other bodies after death and live as animals, birds, snakes,
even trees or gnats--or perhaps as human beings. This doctrine, called "transmigration of
souls™ or "reincarnation," is currently gaining a renewed popularity.

But what is the authority for these beliefs? Do they come from Biblical revelation?
Where did they come from? Where did the Christian-professing churches acquire their
present teachings about the immortality of the soul? Consider this candid statement from
the Jewish Encyclopedia: "The belief that the soul continues its existence after the
dissolution of the body"--after death--"is a matter of philosophical or theological
speculation rather than of simple faith, and is accordingly nowhere taught in the Holy
Scripture” (from article, "Immortality of the Soul," emphasis ours throughout lesson).

Inherited from Pre-Christian World



This same article continues: "The belief in the immortality of the soul came to the Jews
from contact with Greek thought and chiefly through the philosophy of Plato, its principal
exponent, who was led to it through Orphic and Eleusinian mysteries in which
Babylonian and Egyptian views were strangely blended.”

The doctrine of the immortality of the soul, according to this respected encyclopedia,
came from pre-Christian Greek philosophers who acquired it from pagan Egypt and
Babylon!

Notice what Herodotus, the famous Greek historian who lived in the fifth century before
Jesus, admitted: "The Egyptians also were the first who asserted the doctrine that the soul
of man is immortal...This opinion, some among the Greeks have at different periods of
time adopted as their own" (Euterpe, chapter 123).

It was the Greek Socrates who traveled to Egypt and consulted the Egyptians on this very
teaching. After his return to Greece, he imparted the concept to Plato, his most famous
pupil. Compare the present-day doctrine of the churches with what Plato wrote in his
book, The Phaedo: "The soul whose inseparable attribute is life will never admit of life's
opposite, death. Thus the soul is shown to be immortal, and since immortal,
indestructible...Do we believe there is such a thing as death? To be sure. And is this
anything but the separation of the soul and body? And being dead is the attainment of this
separation, when the soul exists in herself and separate from the body, and the body is
parted from the soul. That is death....Death is merely the separation of soul and body."
Sounds a lot like ordinary church teaching, doesn't it?

You were probably taught that this same doctrine was totally Christian. You undoubtedly
assumed it came straight from the Bible--but it did not, as you will see for yourself.

After Plato came Aristotle who perpetuated the theory. Then the poet Virgil (70-19 B.C.)
popularized it throughout the Roman World. But how did this concept become a
fundamental doctrine of the vast majority of professing Christians?

Later Labeled ""Christian

The introduction of this popular superstition into the churches was a gradual process
which took centuries. The early "church fathers” were divided on this subject. As late as
160 A.D. Justin, the philosopher- turned-professing-Christian, wrote:

"But our Jesus Christ, being crucified and dead, and having ascended to heaven, reigned,
and by those things which were published in His name among all nations by the apostles,
there is joy offered to those who expect the immortality promised by Him" (Ante-Nicene
Fathers, vol. I, p. 176). Many of the early Catholics indeed knew they did not have
immortality within themselves. It was something they yet expected to receive.



Origen, an early Catholic teacher in Alexandria, Egypt, joined the speculations of Plato
with certain parts of the Bible and called his philosophy neo-Platonism. Here is what
Origen wrote around 200 A.D.: "Souls are immortal, as God Himself is eternal and
immortal™! He openly professed to be a true "Platonist, who believed in the immortality
of the soul" (Ante- Nicene Fathers, vol. IV, pp. 314, 402).

Another influential teacher at the close of the second century was Tertullian of
Phoenician North Africa. He wrote: "For some things are known, even by nature: the
immortality of the soul, for instance, is held by many....I may use, therefore, the opinion
of Plato, when he declares: 'EVERY SOUL IS IMMORTAL™ (ibid., vol. I, p. 547).

And so the personal ideas of these influential men helped mold the thinking of the entire
Christian-professing world. But a few Catholic writers and teachers as late as the time of
Constantine condemned the change in doctrine from Christ's teachings to those of Plato.
Here is the remonstration of Arnobius against those who were being “carried away by an
extravagant opinion of themselves, that souls are immortal....Will you lay aside your
habitual arrogance, O men, who claim God as your Father, and maintain that you are
immortal just as He is?" (ibid., vol. VI, p. 440.)

After the time of Emperor Constantine--who forced the Roman Empire to accept one
universal faith--Augustine, another writer of North African extraction, "sanctified" the
doctrine of the immortality of the soul in his book, The City of God. Along came other
writers--all under the influence of Plato, Aristotle and Virgil--who dominated the
philosophy of Western "Christian™ theology during the early Middle Ages.

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274 A.D.), Italian scholastic teacher and theologian, stamped
the doctrine of the immortality of the soul permanently on the Christian-professing world.
Fifty years later, Dante Alighieri wrote the immensely famous poem, The Divine
Comedy, in which he pictured for thecommon people his imaginary concepts of hell,
purgatory and paradise--which have been widely believed since that time. But not only
did this doctrine become religious dogma in the medieval world, those who rejected this
idea became branded as heretics!

Finally Imposed by Force
Just before the Protestant Reformation, the Lateran Council of 1513 issued this decree:

"Whereas some have dared to assert concerning the nature of the reasonable soul that it is
mortal, we, with the approbation of the sacred council, do condemn and reprobate all
those who assert that the intellectual soul is mortal, seeing, according to the canon of
Pope Clement V, that the soul is...immortal...and we decree that all who adhere to like
erroneous assertions shall be shunned and punished as heretics.” That meant that any who
taught the truth were to be turned over to the civil authorities for punishment. And the
punishment was usually severe!



The Original Protestant View

During the Reformation, some early Protestants tried to cast off the doctrine of the
immortality of the soul. Martin Luther declared that the Bible did not teach the
immortality of the soul (Defense, Proposition No. 27). "Luther held that the soul died
with the body, and that God would hereafter raise both the one and the other™ (Historical
View, p. 344). How different were Luther's first teachings from Protestant doctrine today!
Here are Luther's own words, expressed about the year 1522:

"It is probable, in my opinion, that, with very few exceptions, indeed, the dead sleep in
utter insensibility till the day of judgment...On what authority can it be said that the souls
of the dead may not sleep...in the same way that the living pass in profound slumber the
interval between their downlying at night and their uprising in the morning?" (From
Michelet's Life of Luther, Bohn's edition, p. 133.)

Luther's original teachings have never ceased to embarrass Protestant theologians who
have since readopted the teachings of ancient Egypt and Greece. William Tyndale, the
printer of the first New Testament in English and another of the Reformers, wrote: "In
putting departed souls in heaven, hell, or purgatory you destroy the arguments wherewith
Christ and Paul prove the resurrection....The true faith putteth the resurrection; the
heathen philosophers, denying that, did put that souls did ever live....If the soul be in
heaven, tell me what cause is there for the resurrection?" That's a very good question!

The Protestant Reformers found the people unwilling to change their doctrines.
Gradually, the Reformers themselves gave in to popular tradition --tradition which has its
roots in pagan philosophy and speculation! And so many churchgoers today believe the
doctrine of the immortality of the soul simply because they have unquestioningly
embraced the speculations that have been passed down from ancient pagan philosophers!

The Apostle Paul wrote about this very kind of speculation: "Beware lest any man spoil
you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments”--
fundamental concepts--"of the world, and not after Christ" (Col. 2:8).

The Bible, as we shall soon see, is NOT the source of the common belief in the
immortality of the soul. Surprising as it may seem to some, the Bible plainly teaches that

man is mortal--physical--fleshly--of the dust. And when he dies, he turns to dust. Let's
look into the Bible and PROVE what it really says!

Lesson 5

Does Science Have the Answer?



Is man an immortal soul in a material body? What does science have to say about it?
Absolutely nothing to support the concept!

Science simply has no evidence for the existence of an immortal soul. Science deals only
with physical, material substances and behavior-- physical matter and energy. Modern
science is limited entirely to the Material world that can be weighed and measured--to
that which can be perceived by the five senses. The spiritual is completely outside the
realm of physical science and is therefore not subject to the "scientific method." Science
cannot measure--hence cannot reveal--any life apart from matter. And so all that man can
know (apart from divine revelation) is material. But what science has learned can
nevertheless help immensely in understanding the composition of man.

Science has discovered that all living matter, in its simplest form, is protoplasm--a
substance that composes the "living stuff™ of the cells of both plants and animals, as well
as man.

This much also is definitely known: Individuals who "died" on the operating table and
then were revived through heart massage or other means, usually remember absolutely
nothing about the intervening time! They "went" nowhere! They were simply
unconscious. However, some who were declared "clinically dead" have described sights
and/or sounds that caused them to jump to the erroneous conclusion that they had
glimpsed something of the "after-life." Just as some dreaming is compressed into a very
brief time-span, so also these people were merely dreaming or "hallucinating.” These
facts would surely indicate that an "immortal soul,” if there is one, is completely unable
to think, remember or reason apart from the body! Science, therefore, has no evidence of
an "immortal soul” in man. Even the experiences of people on the operating table who
"died" temporarily provide no evidence of an immortal soul.

Where, then, can we find reliable evidence one way or the other?

What IS Man?

The Bible is the FOUNDATION of knowledge. In it the Creator God has revealed much
knowledge that is totally beyond man's capability to discover for himself--including the
knowledge and understanding of what man is, as well as what he is to be.

Let's not assume. Let's look into the Bible to see what man really is.

1. What did Jesus Christ say man is composed of? John 3:6, first part. And is that which
is "born of spirit” of a totally different composition? Same verse.

COMMENT: Man is composed of flesh--of protoplasm. Jesus plainly says that if one is
born of (and therefore composed of) flesh, he cannot also at the same time be born of



(composed of) spirit. He must be one or the other! So this verse alone is strong evidence
that man is not an immortal spiritual "soul™ in a body of mortal flesh. But let's continue.

2. Was the Apostle Paul an immortal soul clothed with a body of flesh--or did he speak of
himself and his flesh as being synonymous? Rom. 7:18.

COMMENT: Paul did not distinguish between himself and his flesh in this verse. He
indicated they were one and the same. (We will deal with some of Paul's other statements
later.) Although these verses do not conclusively prove man has no immortal soul, they
certainly should open one's mind to the possiblity that such does not exist! In order to
understand whether man has an immortal soul, let's go back to Creation--the time when
the first man was formed--to see exactly what happened.

The Creation of Man

God created the first man. And He tells us what He made him from so there would be no
doubt as to what we really are. Here is that account as revealed in the Bible:

1. Out of what did God form man? Gen. 2:7. Notice that it was the man--not only the
body--that was formed.

2. Was it the whole man--"thou"--that was composed of dust? Gen. 3:19.
COMMENT: Adam was made from and therefore composed of earth!
3. What would eventually happen to the conscious man? Gen. 3:19, last part.

4. After God had formed the man and made every cell in his body, what did He do to give
him life? Gen. 2:7.

COMMENT: God blew air--"the breath of life" containing oxygen--into the man's lungs
through his nostrils, and the man began to live! The verse does not say that God breathed
an immortal soul into the man.

5. Is the "breath of life" the same thing which passes through the nostrils of animals?
Gen. 7:21-22. Is it the breath of life that is cut off when a human being or an animal
drowns? Verse 23. Then the source of life in man and animals is the same, isn't it?

COMMENT: If the "breath of life" even remotely meant that man has an immortal soul,
then so do animals, birds and even insects--gnats, fleas, mosquitoes, etc.!

What Kind of "'Soul""?



1. When God had breathed the breath of life into Adam's nostrils, what did he become?
Gen. 2:7, last part.

COMMENT: Man does not have a soul--man IS a "soul"! The original Hebrew word for
"soul" is nephesh. Bagster's Analytical Hebrew, and Chaldee Lexicon defines it as
"breath” and "anything that breathes, an animal.” It can also refer to a "person,"” or even
"one dead, a dead body." In Genesis 1:21, 24; 2:19; 9:10, 12, 15, 16 and Leviticus 11:46,
the same word nephesh is translated "creature™ when referring to animals. And so man is
a SOUL. Notice that the word nephesh is translated as "dead body" or "the dead" in
Leviticus 19:28; 21:1; 22:4; Numbers 5:2; 6:11 and 9:6, 7, 10. The "soul,” then, is merely
an air-breathing entity that is subject to death and decay. It is not immortal! The soul is
composed of the "dust of the ground"--it is material, not spiritual. It is matter. When man
breathes, he is a living soul. When man ceases to breathe, he becomes a nonliving or dead
soul. That's what your Bible reveals. Are you willing to believe what the Bible plainly
says?

2. Can the "soul" die? Ezek. 18:4, 20. If the soul were immortal--eternal-- could it die? Is
man plainly said to be "mortal™? Job 4:17.

COMMENT: Since man is a soul, and the soul is mortal--then man is mortal, subject to
death. That is why the Scriptures call human beings "mortal man."

3. Was Adam subject to death? Gen. 2:17, last part. Was it the body only that would die,
or was it the whole conscious man--Adam--"thou"--that would die?

4. What one thing befalls both man and beast? Eccl. 3:19. Is this because they all have the
same temporary source of life--the breath of air? Same verse.

5. Do all men and animals alike go to the same place at death? Eccl. 3:20. COMMENT:
When an animal dies, it is dead. When man dies, he is completely dead, too. Like
"Rover," when a man dies he dies "all over." And all men and animals return to the dust
from which they came.

6. Now what does Ecclesiastes 3:21 ask?

COMMENT: Far from proving an immortal soul, Solomon's question actually ridicules
the "immortal soul” doctrine which was extant and believed by the pagans even in his
day. Therefore he asks a question which no pagan can answer. The Hebrew word ruach,
translated "spirit™ in this verse, also means air, wind, breath. It is translated 28 times as
"breath” in the King James Version. Three examples are Genesis 6:17; 7:15 and
Lamentations 4:20. It is also translated 90 times as "wind." Thus we can see that ruach
has a very broad meaning, and may be applied to a wide variety of things whose common
denominator is invisibility. It may mean "attitude” as well as "spirit,” and with the word
"holy" preceding, it means the Holy Spirit of God. Solomon asks, therefore, since the
same event--death--occurs to both man and beast, *"Who knows whether a man's spirit
goes up while a beast's goes downward?"



There is, however, a vast difference between man and beast, as we will shortly see--and
that difference does involve the Hebrew word ruach.

What Is the Life of Man?

Man IS a living, breathing MORTAL creature--a nephesh, or living soul in whose nostrils
is air. What happens to the breath of air that goes into our lungs?

When you take a breath of air, it passes through your trachea, into the lungs and into little
pockets or sacs called alveoli. There oxygen is absorbed from the air and goes into the
bloodstream. As the blood flows through the blood vessels from the lungs on the way
back to the heart, and then is pumped again throughout the body, the oxygen is carried by
the red blood cells throughout the body to the individual cells. Each of your 60 trillion
cells uses oxygen to "burn" your food to create the energy needed to power your organs
and muscles and to maintain body heat. The life of man clearly depends on the blood, and
the blood needs the breath of life to keep the body active and alive.

1. According to the Bible, is the life of man and animals found in the bloodstream--or in
an immortal soul? Lev. 17:11, 14. Does Deuteronomy 12:23 corroborate this?

COMMENT: In these verses, the Hebrew word nephesh is translated "life." Thus nephesh
(or soul) can refer either to the fleshly man or the life of man which depends on his
blood.

2. Did Christ make His "soul™ an offering for sin? Isa. 53:10. How did He accomplish
this? Verse 12.

COMMENT: Christ voluntarily offered up His body to be crucified and allowed His life's
blood ("soul™) to be poured out! How clear that when a man ceases to breathe the breath
of life, his heart stops beating and circulating his life's blood, and he dies. But then what
happens?

Is There Life After Death?

1. When a person dies--becomes lifeless--does he still have a conscious existence because
of an immortal soul within him? Eccl. 9:5; Ps. 146:4.

COMMENT: Since the Bible states plainly that the dead are not conscious of anything,
we can logically conclude that man is not born with an immortal soul which is conscious
and aware of things happening around it after death!



2. Are the dead able to praise God? Ps. 115:17. But if Christians have immortal souls,
wouldn't they be praising God after they died, thankful to be with Him in paradise? Here,
then, is more concrete evidence that human beings do not have immortal souls.

3. Is there any remembrance of God in death? Ps. 6:5.

COMMENT: Death is the opposite of life. Death is the CESSATION of life! That is the
reason dead people can remember nothing. How clear!

4. According to Matthew 10:28, is the "soul™ something which can be destroyed? Then
didn't Jesus plainly show that the soul is not immortal? Let's understand exactly what
Jesus was talking about.

COMMENT: Although wome people use this text to support their belief of the
immortality of the soul, it plainly says the soul is something that can be destroyed in hell!
Thus, whatever this "soul™ is, it could NOT be immortal! The Greek word here translated
"soul" is psuche. It refers to the same thing as the Hebrew word nephesh. It simply means
life, existence. In Matthew 10:28, Christ obviously used this word to refer to "life" that
man cannot destroy--but which God can. What kind of life could this be? Obviously life
which God RESTORES by a resurrection! Man cannot "destroy” a life that God turns
right around and renews. But GOD can destroy it--permanently--by casting the
resurrected physical person into the "lake of fire," never to be resurrected again! Luke
makes this scripture plainer: "But | will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him,
which AFTER he hath killed hath power to cast into hell..." (Luke 12:5). God not only
has the power to take our present physical life, but also has the power to resurrect us and-
-if we have proved disobedient and incorrigible--to cast us into the lake of fire from
which there will be NO future resurrection! (Rev. 20:14-15; 21:8). Although men may
kill their physical bodies, true Christians know that men cannot take from them eternal
life which God has promised at the resurrection.

Is Man Merely an Animal?

Since man does not have an immortal soul, does this mean he is just an animal--here
today and gone tomorrow? Not at all! What is it that makes man different from the
animals? Let's understand the amazing truth!

1. Were animals created in God's image--or were they created each after its own kind?
Gen. 1:21, 24, 25. But was man created in the "image" and "likeness" of GOD? Gen. 26-
27. Was man to rule over all other creatures? Verse 26.

COMMENT: The Hebrew words of Genesis 1:26-27 reveal God's great plan and ultimate
purpose for mankind! When God molded Adam of the dust, he was shaped in the
"likeness"--the outward form and shape--of God Himself. God didn't form any of the
other creatures to be an exact clay replica of Himself. This unique form and shape was



given to man alone! Notice again that God said "Let us make man in our image...." The
Hebrew here indicates far more than merely the outward form and shape of God--His
likeness. "Image" refers to mind and character! God intended for man--to whom He gave
the gift of a thinking, reasoning mind--to develop the very mind and character of GOD!
Each animal was created with a brain suited for each animal kind. Butanimals do not
have the potential of MIND and CHARACTER which God gave only to man. No animal
was ever given the gift of mind power! It is this very SPECIAL ATTRIBUTE OF MIND
AND CHARACTER that separates men from animals! Animals do not have reasoning,
self-conscious minds. Animals follow instinctive habit patterns in their feeding, nesting,
migration, and reproduction. God has "programmed" their brains, so to speak, with
particular instinctive aptitudes. Thus beavers build dams, birds build nests, etc. These
aptitudes are inherited--they are not the result of logical cognitive processes.

For example, thousands of birds flock south each year as winter approaches in the
Northern Hemisphere. They don't stop to "reason” why, they don't ask themselves
whether they should, they don't "plan ahead" an itinerary for the trip. At a given signal--
like the pre-set alarm of a clock--they leave their summer feeding grounds in the north
and travel thousands of miles south. Scientists don't fully understand why--they merely
observe the operation of this animal instinct. Each species or kind of bird builds different
nests, feeds on different foods, and migrates in different ways at different times to
different places. But none of these actions is planned by the birds. They are merely the
capability and proclivity which Almighty God built into the instinct of each kind at
creation. But man is vastly different. Man is able to perceive and understand various
ways to do any one thing. Man can reason from memorized facts and knowledge, draw
conclusions, make decisions, will to act according to a thought-out plan Each man may
build a different house, eat different foods--live an entirely different way of life--from
every other man. If a man wants to change his way of life--he can! Man is not subject to
instinct. He is not governed by a set of pre-determined habit patterns as animals are. Man
can choose--he has free moral agency. He can devise codes of conduct and exercise self-
discipline. Man can originate ideas and evaluate scientific knowledge because he has a
MIND which is patterned after God's own mind! Man can devise, plan, and bring his
plans to fruition because he has been given some of the very creative powers of God!

Man alone can wonder, "Why was | born? What is life? What is death? Is there a purpose
in human existence?" Man, unlike the animals, not only "knows™ how to do certain
things, but he also KNOWS he knows--that is, he is aware that he has "knowledge." He is
conscious of the fact. He is self-conscious, aware of his own existence as a unique being.
The attributes of mind and character make man God's UNIQUE physical creation. God
has shared some of His own qualities with man and expects him to develop the "image"
of GOD'S perfect mind and holy character!

What Makes Man's Mind Unique?



Many animals have physical brains as large, or even larger than man's brain, and with
similar cerebral cortex complexity--but none has the powers of intellect, logic, self-
consciousness and creativity. What gives man's brain these unique abilities? And what
will God use, after the death and complete dissolution of the physical body and brain, to
reproduce each individual at the resurrection?

1. Since man has no immortal soul within him which enables him to live on apart from
his body after death (remember man is a MORTAL soul), does the Bible speak elsewhere
of a "spirit IN man"? Job 32:8; Zech. 12:1; | Cor. 2:9-14. Notice especially verse 11 of |
Corinthians 2. Is this spirit "in" man clearly distinguished from the Holy Spirit of God?
Same verses in | Corinthians 2.

COMMENT: This spirit is not the man--it is something that is IN the man. Joined with
the physical brain of the man, it forms human MIND. It imparts to man'’s brain his unique
powers of intellect and personality--the ability to think rationally and make free will
decisions. It imparts the ability to learn mathematics, languages or any type of
philosophical knowledge. But that's all! The spirit that is IN man has no consciousness of
itself. It is not an "immortal soul.” This spirit is not the "man." Because of this spiritual
element, the Bible often uses the word "spirit” simply to mean man's mind, intelligence,
attitude. To distinguish this kind of spirit in man and the kind of spirit that is God's Holy
Spirit from mere physical breath, the book of Job continues in context to use two separate
Hebrew words--ruach for spirit, neshamah for breath (Job 33:4; 34:14).

2. When a person dies, does this totally nonconscious "spirit in man" return to God who
gave it? Eccl. 12:7.

COMMENT: This spirit in each individual, of necessity, does more than merely impart
the power of intellect to the physical brain. It becomes a spiritual "mold™ of the entire
person--even to preserving memory, knowledge and character. And so when a person
dies, that spirit "recording” returns to God and is "filed" away until the time God will
"replay" it to bring about the resurrection of the identical personality to life and
consciousness. Why haven't you heard this truth before? Simply because the whole world
has been DECEIVED!

3. Can the human mind--having only this human spirit of man--understand the spiritual
things of God? | Cor. 2:11. What must be added before a man can comprehend spiritually
revealed knowledge? Same verse.

COMMENT: Spiritual things cannot be seen with the eye, heard with the ear, felt with
the hands. The human mind, which can receive knowledge only through these physical
channels, can never really comprehend spiritual concepts and principles without the Holy
Spirit of God. The greatest minds--scientific, philosophical minds--cannot really come to
know and understand SPIRITUAL truths with their natural minds. Just as surely as no
animal brain--such as that of a cow, for example--can comprehend or understand human
affairs, so no human mind can have comprehension of spiritual things on the divine plane



unless and until it has received the Holy Spirit of God! (More about the function and
receiving of the Holy Spirit will be containted in a forthcoming lesson.)

Origin of the ""Big Lie""

The truth about the "spirit in man” is so important that Satan tried to twist and warp and
pervert it long ago. He clouded the minds of men and got them to believing his "big lie"
as far back as the time of Adam and Eve. In the Garden of Eden, Satan deceived Eve.
Notice what happened:

1. What did Satan tell Eve? Gen. 3:4.

COMMENT: Here was the origin of the "immortality of the soul” doctrine preached
today! Satan told Eve she would "not surely die"--in other words, she had an "immortal
soul™ that would live forever. Eve swallowed this lie, hook, line and sinker.

2. Has Satan deceived the WHOLE world? Rev. 12:9.

COMMENT: The devil has deceived the whole world on nearly every point of God's
truth! And virtually the entire world today believes some variation of the ancient "big
lie." Millions have been deluded to believe in reincarnation or the transmigration of souls
as a result of the false doctrine of an ever-living soul. Satan has deceived the world with a
COUNTEREFEIT doctrine--a doctrine that perverts the truth about the "spirit in man."
With his cunning counterfeit, Satan has withheld from the minds of MILLIONS the truth
about the "spirit in man," and the need for a resurrection from the dead!

Only GOD Is Immortal!

We have clearly seen that the Bible does not teach the immortality of the soul. But what,
then, does the Bible teach about immortality?

1. According to 1 Timothy 6:15-16, who alone has immortality inherently?
2. Is God also incorruptible? I Tim. 1:17, and see comment.

COMMENT: The Greek word translated "immortal™ here is aphthartos, meaning
"incorruptible.” God is incorruptible. Man is not.

3. Now turn to | Corinthians 15:53 and 54. Do these two verses say that man is already
immortal? What must man put on? Verse 53. When will man be "clothed™ with
immortality? Verse 52. Does this happen at the time of the resurrection? | Thess. 4:16.



4. Who brought to mankind the knowledge of how to receive eternal life and immortality
(incorruption)? 1l Tim. 1:10. Doesn't this verse plainly show that immortality is
something man does not already have? Then is the Gospel also the good news about how
to receive immortality? Same verse.

5. Is immortality to be sought for? Rom. 2:7. Is eternal life a free gift bestowed on those
who seek immortality? Same verse and Romans 6:23.

6. Was David still alive as an immortal soul after he died? Acts 2:29, 34. Will David,
King of Israel, be raised from the dead? Jer. 30:9.

Why a Resurrection?

If man were an immortal soul in a material body--and if the death of the body released
the soul--then there would be no need for a resurrection to immortal life. Man would
merely continue living after death. But the very fact that the Bible teaches the
resurrection from the dead is further proof that man does not have an immortal soul!

1. If Christ had not risen from the dead, would faith in a future life by a resurrection be
all invain? | Cor. 15:14-17. If there will be no resurrection, have those who are dead in
their graves perished forever? Verse 18.

2. However, did Christ Himself warn that the unregenerate--unrepentant--man is to
perish? John 3:16 and Luke 13:3, 5. If man were an immortal soul, could he actually
"perish"? (See in your dictionary that the word "perish” means to CEASE living.)

3. Who will hear the voice of the Son of God at the resurrection? John 5:25. Do they then
"rise"? | Thess. 4:16.

COMMENT: The dead cannot "hear" unless they are first restored to life! The dead are
pictured throughout the Bible as being asleep in their graves, awaiting the day of the
resurrection. Notice Jesus' words when describing the death of Lazarus, the brother of
Mary and Martha: "'Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but | go, that I may awake him out of
sleep.' Then said his disciples, 'Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well." Howbeit Jesus spake of
his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said Jesus
unto them plainly, 'Lazarus isdead™ (John 11:11-14). Death is pictured as a sleep. Death,
like sleep, is a condition in which people are not conscious and from which they shall be
"awakened"! Notice the plain evidence of Scripture:

"And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake™ (Dan. 12:2). "And the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose” (Matt. 27:52).
"And when thy days be fulfilled,"” said God to David, "and thou shalt sleep with thy
fathers..." (I1 Sam. 7:12). Death is described as a sleep dozens of times in the Bible when
referring to the kings of Israel and Judah! "David slept with his fathers..." (I Kings 2:10).



Notice that it does not say "the body slept while the soul was conscious."” It plainly says,
"David slept.” It was the conscious person who fell "asleep™ in death! In the following
verses the same expression is used to describe death. Look each one up and see for
yourself that death is compared to a sleep: | Kings 11:21, 43; 14:20, 31; 15:8, 24, 16:6,
28; 22:40, 50; 11 Kings 8:24; 10:35; 13:9, 13; 14:16, 22, 29; 15:7, 22, 38; 16:20; 20:21;
21:18; 24:6; 11 Chronicles 9:31; 12:16; 14:1; 16:13; 21:1; 26:2; 27:9; 28:27; 32:33; 33:20.
Certainly here is conclusive evidence that the dead are not conscious--that they have no
conscious "immortal souls™!

Man to BECOME Spirit

1. Job once asked the question, "If a man die, shall he live again?" What was Job's answer
to his own question? Job 14:14. What was the change Job spoke of, and when will it take
place? | Cor. 15:51-53.

2. What will Job, David and all those in the resurrection be like? Will they be like God?
Ps. 17:15. Is God spirit? John 4:24. Are they therefore to be composed of spirit then? |
Cor. 15:42-49. Compare this with I John 3:2.

3. Why were Adam and Eve not permitted to eat the fruit of the "tree of [eternal] life"
after they sinned? Gen. 3:22-24. Note last part of verse 22.

COMMENT: Adam and Eve could have eventually gained eternal life and become spirit
by eating of the fruit of the "tree of life.” This plainly shows that Adam and Eve did not
have immortality inherent in themselves! The "tree of life" symbolized the Holy Spirit--
the way to eternal life. Adam was created incomplete. He was created to need the Holy
Spirit of God in order to live forever. Had Adam and Eve eaten of the fruit of that tree,
rather than of the forbidden tree, they would have received God's Spirit as a begettal. The
Holy Spirit would have helped perfect the very character of God in them, and finally
changed their mortal bodies into spirit-born Sons of God! Adam, however, had to choose
whether or not he would accept the free gift of the Holy Spirit. He chose (1 Tim. 2:14,
first part), by disobeying God, not to receive the Holy Spirit and was consequently cut off
from access to the tree of life! Here is yet another proof that no man has eternal life
inherent within himself.

When Did Paul Expect to Be With Christ?

Some who believe that Christians have an immortal soul use Philippians 1:23-24 as
proof. Do these verses overthrow all of the plain scriptures we have studied? Let's
understand what Paul meant.

1. Did Paul have a desire to be with Christ? Phil. 1:23.



COMMENT: All Christians should have the same desire. But does this verse state when
Paul would be with Christ? Absolutely not! But people try to read certain ideas into this
verse! Let's notice when Paul expected to be with Christ.

2. Did Paul expect to receive something from Christ when he met Him? 1l Tim. 4:6-8.
And when would that be--the time when Jesus returns and all the saints are resurrected?
Verse 8. Notice the words "at that day."

3. When Christ returns, will He bring His rewards with Him? Isa. 40:10; Rev. 22:12.
When will all (both dead and living) Christians "meet the Lord"? | Thess. 4:16-17.

COMMENT: Those who are dead in their graves are not conscious; they have no
knowledge of passing time. The very next moment of their consciousness will be the time
of the resurrection! That is why Paul wrote in Il Corinthians 5:9-10: "Wherefore we
labour [while yet alive], that, whether present [alive in the flesh] or absent [dead in the
grave], we may be accepted of him."

When?

Verse 10 tells--at the judgment when Christ returns! That is when Paul expected to
receive the reward of his labors and to be with Christ. God will judge us at Christ's
coming (Il Tim. 4:1)--at the resurrection from the dead--the awesome event every true
Christian eagerly looks forward to!

""Body, Soul and Spirit"

There are also some who claim that man is "body, soul and spirit." But which of the two--
the soul or the spirit--is immortal, even they never seem quite sure! Let's understand this
expression.

1. What does the Bible reveal about "body, soul and spirit"? | Thess. 5:23. Does this
verse really prove the "immortality of the soul"? Of course not! It does not contradict all
the plain verses we have already studied (John 10:35).

COMMENT: Paul here refered to the MIND in man when he used the word "spirit." And
to the PHYSICAL LIFE when he used the word "soul.” And to the FLESH when he used
the word "body." What's wrong with having your whole mind, your life, and your body

preserved blameless--preserved from the penalty of sin--in anticipation of the coming of
Christ? (See also 11 Cor. 7:1.) Nothing! That is something we should all fervently desire!
How plain the Bible really is. Man is MORTAL, corruptible flesh--organic matter with a
temporary life. He has no eternal life inherent within himself--no "immortal soul"! He is
a physical, fleshly creature destined to die and turn to dust and remain that way--except

for the intervention of the Almighty. But God has sent His Son to make it possible for us



to receive the GIFT of immortality and eternal life at the resurrection from the dead! Will
you qualify to receive that wonderful gift?

In a soon-coming lesson we will study the glorious promises, and the great rewards, that
God holds out for all mankind.

TEST YOUR MEMORY

This quiz is designed to help you remember the important facts you learned in the lesson.
You simply circle, or underline each correct answer. After you've finished, check your
choices with the correct answers listed at the end of the test, and then rate yourself.

1. The doctrine of the immortality of the soul came from A. the Old Testament. B. Jewish
tradition. C. the Apostle Paul principally. D. pagan Egyptian and Greek philosophers.

2. "Death is merely the separation of soul and body" is a quotation from A. Plato. B. The
Bible. C. the Koran. D. Benjamin Franklin.

3. Science reveals A. that an immaterial soul does exist in man. B. that spirit things are a
myth. C. nothing whatever about the spiritual realm. D. that the soul is able to think
independently of the body.

4. God created man A. out of dust and spirit. B. from the dust of the ground. C. with an
"immortal soul" within him. D. not subject to death and decay.

5. The "breath of life" A. was not the element that gave Adam life and kept him living. B.
is also necessary to keep animals alive. C. was an immortal soul God gave Adam. D. was
not the only thing God breathed into the first man.

6. The Bible does NOT say: A. Man became a living soul. B. Beasts and men all go to the
same place at death. C. Death befalls man and beast alike. D. The soul cannot die.

7. The word "spirit" in the Bible A. often refers to the soul. B. always means the Holy
Spirit, or angels. C. may sometimes refer to the mind, attitude or character of a man. D. is
never used when a better translation would have been "breath."”

8. The Bible mentions A. dead souls. B. immortal souls. C. spirit souls. D. invisible souls.
9. Death is figuratively described in the Bible as a sleep because A. the dead will never

awake. B. the dead are temporarily unconscious. C. the body is resting while it is
separated from the soul. D. hell is like a bad dream or nightmare.



10. The expression "body, soul and spirit" A. proves that something in man is immortal
and eternally conscious. B. means the flesh, the life and the mind. C. is actually
redundant phraseology. D. is not found in the Bible.

TRUE OR FALSE

11. The Hebrew word nephesh, often translated "soul,"” is also translated “creature™ when
it refers to animals. TF

12. The Bible does speak of the "spirit in man," but this spirit is not an immortal soul that
consciously lives on after death. TF

13. The Hebrew word ruach (in the Old Testament) can mean either the material air or
wind, or invisible spirit. TF

14. According to the Bible, man is mortal, not immortal. TF

15. There is no need for a resurrection because man continues to live on forever as an
immortal soul. TF

MATCHING

Draw a line from each numbered phrase to the correctly related lettered phrase.

16. The dead A. Immortal soul
17. Life of all flesh B. Praising God
18. Christ's "soul" C. Unconscious
19. Man's uniqueness D. Immortal
20. God's gift I. Eternal life E. Poured out

F. In the blood

G. Not really dead
H. Eternal death
J. The spirit in man



ANSWERS TO QUIZ Rate Yourself

1-D 5-B 9-B 13-T 17-F 19-20 correct - - - excellent
2-A 6-D 10-B 14-T 18-E 16-18 correct - - - good
3-C 7-C 11-T 15-F 19-J 13-15 correct - - - fair

4-B 8-A 12-T 16-C 20-I



The Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course
Lesson 6
1977

What is "HELL"?

Even if you are a faithful, believing Christian, you may go to hell! Many of your loved
ones are right now in hell! But don't be alarmed. You probably have never heard the
TRUTH about what "hell" really is--and where most ideas on the subject came from. Just
what does the Bible teach about "hell"?

MILLIONS are in confusion about "hell.” What is it? Where is it? Who really goes there?
And why?

Is "hell” a literal place--a geographical location? Is it somewhere in the interior of the
earth, in the heart of the sun, in remote space? A Gallup survey in 1967 showed that 68
percent of Americans believe in heaven, but only 54 percent are persuaded of the reality
of hell. Why the difference?

Probably because many of those who believe in a heaven simply cannot bring themselves
to think that a merciful, loving God would consign anyone to a place of eternal torment!

Common ldeas of Hell

A survey in New Zealand indicated that 60 percent of New Zealanders believe hell is
simply a state of mind. Only 26 percent believe hell is a literal place. In San Francisco,
random passers-by were asked: "How do you picture hell?" Some of the answers reveal
the utter confusion surrounding the subject in the minds of the public.

First person: "Honestly, | have doubts there is such a place. | feel hell is a means of
scaring people so they will lead a better life....If there is such a place, | suppose it is
craggy and filled with people feeding furnaces or breaking rocks."

Second person: "The idea of hell is one of the greatest means in the world for teaching
children good. Personally, however, I think it is just a Biblical term."

Third person: "When | was young | had a clear picture of what hell is like--flames and a
devil with horns and a pitchfork. But a person gets over this, just as he does with Santa
Claus.”



Fourth person: "1 would rather not think about it.”

Fifth person: "I have never thought of it except as | have seen it staged in operas or
plays."

Sixth person: "I picture hell as a big, hot, uncomfortable desert. | think it does exist. Not
down in the ground. But since someone put us here, then he could easily have a place for
us afterward."”

Seventh person: "Hell is a place of unhappy confinement, like a prison. Not necessarily
with flames. More a torment of the spirit. | believe it is an actual area, although not
necessarily down any more than heaven must be up."

Here are many vague ideas about hell, but almost no real knowledge. Probably the clear
majority are those who would just "rather not think about it"!

What the Clergy Thinks

Many theologians today do not believe in a literal "hell." Said one: "The essence of hell is
separation from God--not really torture, but torment."”

Another described hell as "a condition of human existence." One minister claimed hell is
"the loss of communication, insensitivity to spiritual values, the realization of how far
short of our capacities we have fallen, the memory of some of the things we have done."
What abysmal confusion!

Isn't it time we learned the TRUTH of the Bible?

The "Fiery Inferno™

Most everyone assumes one of two extremes concerning "hell.” One group totally denies
that hell exists. Hell is passed off as an ancient superstition which has no bearing
whatever on modern life.

The other group, including most so-called Bible fundamentalists, pictures hell as a
terrible place of never-ending torment where the devil rules and his demons gleefully
"roast" sinners like millions of wieners on a barbecue spit. There is bitter weeping and
wailing, agonized cursing, shrieks and screams from those in eternal torment--according
to this concept.

Here is the terse summation of this popular belief from the Encyclopedia Americana:



"As generally understood, hell is the abode of evil spirits; the infernal regions...whither
lost and condemned souls go after death to suffer indescribable torments and eternal
punishment.... Some have thought of it as the place created by the Deity, where He
punishes, with inconceivable severity, and through all eternity, the souls of those who
through unbelief or through the worship of false gods have angered Him. It is the place of
divine revenge, untempered, NEVER ENDING. This has been the idea most generally
held by Christians, Catholics, and Protestants alike. It is also the idea embodied in the
Mohammedan's conception.... The main feature of hell as conceived by Hindu, Persian,
Egyptian, Grecian, and Christian theologians are essentially the same" (from the article
on "Hell," emphasis ours throughout lesson)

But why do people believe what they believe? From where or from whom have these
popular ideas come?

From the Philosophers

A few prominent religious leaders of the Middle Ages left writings and teachings which
were so universally believed that they became the accepted doctrine of the Christian-
professing world. One of the most important of these influential writers was Augustine
(345-430 A.D.).

Augustine reasoned that there should be a temporary cleansing of imperfect souls in
purgatorial fire. He, like other influential men of the Christian-professing church, were
influenced by "pre-Christian doctrine™--the doctrine of the ancient pagan philosophers
and other early church fathers (see Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th ed., article
"Purgatory").

Dante Alighieri (1265-1321), wrote a tremendously popular poem, La Commedia, in
three parts--Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise. Although Dante's purpose for writing his
Commedia was to ridicule the religious concepts of hell which were prevalent during his
day, his writing nevertheless tremendously influenced popular though and teaching. "Of
all poets of modern times," says a modern author, "Dante Alighieri was, perhaps, the
greatest educator. He possibly had a greater influence on the course of civilization than
any other man since his day...he wrote, in incomprehensible verse, an imaginative and
lurid account of a dismal hell--a long poem containing certain phrases which caught the
attention of the world, such as 'all hope abandon...ye, who enter here!"...His 'Inferno’ was
based on Virgil and Plato” (Dante and His Inferno).

And so Dante wrote from the ideas and concepts of the philosophers Plato and Virgil and
the prevalent "Christian” concepts of his day. But who were Plato and Virgil?

Says the Encyclopedia Americana: "Virgil, pagan poet, 70-19 B.C., belonged to the
national school of pagan Roman thought, influenced by the Greek writers. Christians of
the Middle Ages...believed he had received some measure of divine inspiration.”



Plato, born in Athens, Greece, 427 B.C., was a student of the renowned Socrates. Plato's
famous literary work Phaedo taught the immorality of the soul--the foundation for other
writings on the doctrine of an eternal hell where wicked "souls™ are supposedly punished
forever. So the world's concept of "hell" is admittedly a product of human thinking--of
pagan speculation--as men puzzled over the eventual fate of the wicked.

What About the Billions of Mankind?

Before we examine the Bible to see whether the common ideas about hell could be true,
let us consider where this concept of hell, if true, would lead us.

On this earth there are more than three billion people. The most populous lands are
China, India, and others parts of Asia. But in spite of the efforts of Western missionaries,
more than half of all the people on the earth have never so much as heard the only name
by which men may be saved (Acts 4:12)--the name of "Jesus Christ"!

Literally billions of people on this earth have lived and died without having known
anything about "salvation"--without ever having seen a Bible. Now think what that
means. If all the "unsaved" go immediately to a fiery hell at death, then more than half
the people who have ever lived on this earth have been consigned to this terrible
punishment without ever having had a chance to escape it!

Can you really believe that is the method an all-wise, all-merciful loving God is using to
work out His purpose here below?

WHAT IS THE TRUTH?

We face these alternatives: Either the Creator reveals the TRUTH on this subject in His
inspired Word, or else we must fling up our hands and confess we just don't know. Either
we believe what the Bible says, or we must--if we are rational and honest--admit
ignorance.

What does God say about "hell” in the Bible? You may be surprised! So be sure to read

all of the scripture references given in this lesson, and PROVE the truth from the Bible
with your own eyes.

LESSON 6

Christ Spoke of "'Hell Fire"



1. In His parable-like illustration, what punishment did Christ warn would ultimately
befall those who refuse to quit sinning--refuse to stop using (obviously not literally "cut
off") various of their members to commit sin? Mark 9:43.

COMMENT: "hell" is an English word. When Mark recorded Christ's words, he wrote
them in the Greek language. The Greek word translated "hell,” which Mark was inspired
to write down, is gehenna. Since in this verse Christ says the sinner is "to go into hell,
into the fire," it follows that those who go to gehenna will receive punishment by fire.
Keep in mind then that Christ associated the Greek word gehenna with fire.

2. What did Christ say in Mark 9:45 to emphasize what He said in verse 43?

COMMENT: Mark wrote down the same Greek word gehenna here in verse 45 that he
used in verse 43. The translators of the Authorized or King James Version of the Bible of
A.D. 1611 selected the English word "hell" to represent this Greek word gehenna. We
will learn more about the real meaning of this word later.

3. How did Christ re-emphasize what He said about "hell fire"? Verse 47.

COMMENT: Again, the Greek word which Mark used in this verse is gehenna. Gehenna
clearly refers to fire! But there are other words in the Bible also translated "hell."”

English Word "Hell'* Misapplied

Let's read what A Dictionary of the Bible, edited by James Hastings, says about the use
of the word "hell" in the Old and New Testaments. Keep in mind, as you read this, that
the Old Testament was originally written in the Hebrew language, and that the New
Testament was originally written in the Greek language.

Hastings says: "In our Authorized Version the word hell is unfortunately used as the
rendering of three distinct words, with DIFFERENT IDEAS [Or meanings]. It represents,
1) the 'sheol' of the Hebrew Old Testament, and the 'hades' in the New Testament.... It is
now an entirely misleading rendering, especially in the New Testament passages. The
English revisers, therefore, have substituted 'hades’ [going back to the original Greek
word] for 'hell" in the New Testament.... In the American revision the word 'hell’ is
entirely discarded in this connection....

"The word 'hell" is used 2) as equivalent to [the Greek word] 'tartaros' (I1 Peter 2:4)...and,
3)...as the equivalent of [the Greek word] ‘gehenna’...."

So we see that the real meanings of three different Greek words--hades (equivalent to the
Hebrew sheol of the Old Testament), tartaros and gehenna --have been confused with
each other because translators have attempted to make the one English word "hell" cover



the definitions of all three words! No wonder confusion has reigned in the minds of
millions. What do these words really mean?

The original Old Testament Hebrew word sheol and the New Testament Greek word
hades mean the same thing--simply the grave. These original words have been translated
"grave" in many places in the Bible. "Hell" is an old English word, and over 350 years
ago when the Authorized Version was translated, the people of England commonly talked
of "putting their potatoes in hell for the winter"--a good way of preserving potatoes--for
the word then meant merely A HOLE IN THE GROUND which was covered up--a dark
and silent place--a grave! But pagan teachings gaining popular acceptance have caused
people to misapply the old English word "hell" to the lurid imaginations of Dante.

The second Greek word, tartaros, which has also been translated into the English word
"hell," occurs only once in the New Testament, (11 Pet. 2:4) and does not refer to humans,
but to the restrained condition of fallen angels. Its meaning, translated into English, is
"darkness of the material universe,” or "dark abyss," or "prison."

But what about gehenna? This Greek word, as all authorities admit, is derived from the
name of the narrow, rocky Valley of Hinnom which lay just outside Jerusalem. It was the
place where refuse was constantly burned up. Trash, filth, and the dead bodies of animals
and despised criminals were thrown into the fires of gehenna, or the Valley of Hinnom.
Ordinarily, everything thrown into this valley was destroyed by fire--COMPLETELY
BURNED UP. Therefore, Christ used gehenna to picture the terrible fate of unrepentant
sinners!

Two Different ""Hells""

In most of the passages of the New Testament where we see the word "hell,"” the original
Greek word is not gehenna. Most often it is hades--which does not refer to fire at all, but
to a grave--a hole in the ground. Yet the translators have confused and obliterated the two
entirely separate meanings of these words by indiscriminately rendering them both by the
same English word "hell." Let's study the proof.

1. What can we learn from Luke 12:5 about "hell"?

COMMENT: If you were to look up the original Creek word that is here translated into
the English word "hell,” you would find it is gehenna. Gehenna, then, is plainly a place
where bodies are thrown and, as Christ indicated, DESTROYED BY FIRE!

2. But now notice the same English word "hell" in Acts 2:31?
COMMENT: The original Greek word which is translated by the English word "hell" in

Acts 2:31 is hades. Hades means the "grave," as its usage in this verse clearly shows! We
can plainly see that the English word "hell" can have different meanings! So when we



come to the word "hell" in the New Testament, we must keep in mind these two vastly
different meanings and carefully determine by the context whether it refers to destruction
by fire, or the grave where the dead lie buried. Whenever you're in doubt about the
intended meaning of the word "hell” in the New Testament, look it up in an exhaustive
concordance, such as Strong's or Young's, to see which Greek word it was translated
from, and hence its true meaning.

Where to After Death?

In the preceding lesson we learned that when a person dies and is interred in his grave, he
knows absolutely nothing (Eccl. 9:5). He merely lies quietly and silently there as in a
"sleep," totally oblivious to everything.

Let's briefly review this important truth.

1. What one thing befalls both men and beasts? Eccl. 3:19. Do they all go to one place--
the same place--when they die? Verse 20 and Genesis 3:19.

COMMENT: Have you ever heard of beasts going to "hell" to be tortured?

2. What place does God say man goes to when he dies? Eccl. 9:10. Did Job realize he
would go to the grave after death? Job 17:13.

3. Was the One who became Jesus Christ "made flesh"? John 1:14. Did Christ take upon
Himself the same mortal flesh of which we are composed? Heb. 2:14. And didn't He also
have to go to the grave as other mortal men do? Turn to Acts 2:31 once again.

COMMENT: The original Greek word in Acts 2:31 is hades which, as you now know,
means the "grave.” Jesus' "soul™ (body) did not see corruption (did not decompose in the
grave) because He was resurrected after three days! Some theologians, however, maintain
the tradition that Christ was preaching to departed human "spirits in prison” (I Pet. 3:19)
while He was in "hell." That idea is absolutely false. Verse 20 makes it plain that those to
whom Christ preached (concerning their rebellious activities on earth) were demon
spirits, and that He preached to them during the days of Noah! This verse is not talking
about the three days and nights Jesus was dead in the grave at all!

Resurrected to ""'Judgment"*

You may have heard ministers preach that sinners go directly to the fiery tortures of
"hell™ when they die. But this would mean they are condemned to "hell" before they are
formally judged and sentenced! Let's notice when the wicked dead are judged by God.



1. When will the dead be judged? John 5:28, 29.

COMMENT: Christ said the judgment of the wicked dead, who are now in their graves,
is yet in the future. "The hour is coming,"” said Jesus. Then how could they now be
receiving punishment when they have not, as yet, even been judged? The two ideas
clearly contradict each other! When will the dead be judged? Obviously after they come
up from their graves in a resurrection!

2. While they are in their graves--until the day of their resurrection--are those who have
already proved themselves to be unjust "reserved" for a future time of formal sentencing
and punishment? Il Pet. 2:9.

3. Does Revelation 20:13 also prove there is to be a future resurrection to judgment?

COMMENT: Notice that those who are in watery graves (the sea) are to be resurrected;
and those who were Killed by other means and left unburied (“death™) are to be
resurrected; and those who are in earthy graves ("hell"--the Greek word here is hades
which means the grave) are also to be resurrected at this time. So all the wicked dead on
land or in the sea, wherever they may be, are to be resurrected to "JUDGMENT" in the
future. That is when God will formally sentence them! No one is, or ever has been, down
in a fiery "hell" dancing around on hot coals, shrieking in terror and torment! God's time
for judging and condemning the wicked has not yet arrived! How clear! The whole
question of "judgment” is thoroughly dealt with in supplementary reading material
offered in conjunction with this Correspondence Course. Suffice it to say here that the
Bible clearly shows that the time the wicked are condemned to their fate is IN THE
FUTURE. The idea that wicked "souls™ are right now suffering torments in a fiery hell is
a pagan myth!

Death By Fire

What is the ultimate penalty--the "wages," or reward--of sin? Is it eternal life in torment?
Or is it eternal oblivion? What is the ultimate FATE of the wicked? The Bible makes the
truth very clear.

1. What is the "wages of sin"? Rom. 6:23.

COMMENT: The "wages of sin is DEATH." "Death™ is the opposite of "life"! The final
wages the incorrigible wicked will receive, then, is simply the complete cessation of life!

2. What does Paul warn will be the judgment or sentence of those who, knowing God's
commands and having tasted of His way of life, willfully sin against Him? Heb. 10:26-
27. Will such persons live on in torment in fire--or will they be "devoured" by it? Verse
27. Notice that this judgment comes on people because they sin willfully.



3. Does Jesus compare false ministers who don't bring forth good works to trees that don't
bring forth "good fruit"? Matt. 7:15-19. What did He say would happen to such people?
Verse 19. Is wood put into a fire to be tormented-or to be burned up? Did Christ clearly
indicate that all people who do not bring forth good fruit will likewise be cast into fire?
Matt. 7:17-19.

4. What did Christ say to the unrepentant scribes and Pharisees of His day? Matt. 23:33.

COMMENT: The original Greek word translated here as "hell" is gehenna--meaning the
Valley of Hinnom. Christ used the fire that burned up refuse in the Valley of Hinnom as a
type of the final fate--complete destruction--of the wicked by fire. Those rebellious and
stubborn religious leaders could well understand Christ's analogy. They knew they were
being threatened with complete destruction as just so much trash!

5. What did Christ warn would happen to those who will not repent of their sinful ways?
Luke 13:3.

COMMENT: "Perish™ means to cease existing. It does not mean to continue living. Life
in eternal torment is not what God has decreed for incorrigible sinners! The punishment
revealed in the Bible is death--cessation of life forever. Eternal life is something we were
NOT born with. It is a gift of God which He will bestow at the resurrection to those who
obey Him. Eternal Life and death are contrasted all through your Bible!

6. Did Christ show by His parable of the tares that there is to be a future harvest? Matt.
13:30. Did He say the evil people--the "tares"--will afterward be BURNED? Same verse.

COMMENT: In this parable Christ likened the earth to a "field" (verse 24), the obedient
people to "wheat" (verses 25, 29), and the disobedient to "tares™ (verses 25, 29, 30).

7. Does Psalm 37:20 also show the ultimate fate of the wicked will be destruction by fire?
Is there coming a time that will be extremely hot--so hot that it will burn up--
CONSUME--the wicked? Mal. 4:1. What will be left of the wicked? Mal. 4:3. Who will
burn the wicked up--Satan and his demons, or the Eternal God? Same verse.

COMMENT: The "hell fire" that the Bible speaks of will be thousands of degrees
HOTTER than the imaginary "hell fire" of most preachers--which is only hot enough to
torment. The Biblical "hell fire™ will totally consume the disobedient! Never will they
exist again. The Bible plainly shows that those who have known God's truth and still
refuse to obey it, or willfully disobey, will reap the wages of sin--eternal death! (Rom.
6:23). This scripture means what it says. The attempts of many theologians to "explain
away" death and to "interpret" it as mere "separation from God" cannot be reconciled
with Scripture. Death clearly does NOT mean "eternal life" in the horrifying torments of
an eternal "hell.” The author of this pagan deception is none other than the father of lies--
Satan the devil! (John 8:44). If you have innocently believed his doctrine and have
suffered mental torment because of it, thank God that He has opened your mind to
understand the TRUTH!



What Is the ""Lake of Fire'?

And now comes a most interesting revelation! Exactly what is the gehenna fire that will
consume the wicked? When and where will it occur? Forget all the ideas you may
previously have been led to believe. Read now in your own Bible what God reveals. For
"hell fire" does not even exist yet!

1. Are all who stubbornly refuse to repent and persist in breaking God's commandments
ultimately to find themselves in a lake of "fire and brimstone™? Rev. 21:8.

COMMENT: We've already seen that the fate of the wicked is gehenna fire. So gehenna
and the lake of fire are the same. A very large fire would have the appearance of a fiery
lake, hence its description.

2. Will it cause the death of the wicked? Notice Revelation 21:8 once again. Which death
will it cause? Same verse.

COMMENT: Mortals naturally die once, because we just "wear out™ (Heb. 9:27). But if
anyone dies the second death, that individual will have been judged by God to be guilty
of persistent disobedience and incorrigible rebellion. The second death will be for all
eternity!

3. Does Revelation 20:13-14 verify the fact that all who are incorrigible will be cast into
this future lake of fire--not now, but after the coming judgment? Will all mortals whose
names will not have been written in the book of (eternal) life be cast into the lake of fire?
Verse 15.

4. When does the lake of fire actually begin--at Christ's second coming? Rev. 19:20. Will
the two chief enemies of Christ be cast into it at that time? Same verse.

5. How long will this fire last? Matt. 25:41.

COMMENT: The word "everlasting" is aionion in the Greek. Aionion comes from the
root aion which often means "age." In this case, the correct translation into the English
language should be "AGE-LASTING fire." This "lake of fire" is going to be burning all
during the Millennium--the "age" of Christ's rule. During the millennial reign of Christ
and His saints, the Valley of Hinnom will once more be kept perpetually burning--and the
incorrigibly wicked ones who set their WILL to persist in rebellion against God's laws
will be THROWN INTO this fire as a stern witness to all the rest of the world! (Isa.
66:24).

6. Much later--after the Millennium--will the flames of the "lake of fire" purify the earth's
surface, burning in one vast worldwide holocaust? Il Pet. 3:10. Will all the things man
has created be burned up, as well as the rest of those People who will not have received



salvation and eternal life because of willful rebellion against God? Same verse and Rev.
20:15 once again.

COMMENT: Here is God's--not man's--description of what the final "hell fire" will be
like! It is yet in the future. It has not yet occurred. Nothing is said anywhere in the entire
Bible about "souls™ descending beneath the earth into "hell fire," or of torture for all
eternity! Rather, the Bible shows that all incorrigible human beings and their works will
suffer destruction once for all eternity. All other teachings to the contrary have come to
us from paganism!

7. Are the wicked to be reduced to ashes by the fire which will consume the earth's
surface? Turn to Malachi 4:3 once again. Can ashes be tormented forever and ever? Of
course not! The death they will have suffered will be an eternal, everlasting punishment,
not an everlasting punishing by torment. There is a big difference between punishment
and punishing! The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), not eternal life in hell fire!

8. What is meant in Revelation 20:14 by the words, "death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire™?

COMMENT: The original Greek word here translated "hell" is hades. Only unrepentant
sinners--those who refuse to obey God--will still be mortal at the time of this
resurrection. There will be no one else who could die. Therefore, death and the grave will
both cease to exist when the lake of fire engulfs the entire surface of the earth.

9. What will Satan's part be in this coming "hell fire"? Rev. 20:10.

COMMENT: Satan will be cast into the same conflagration that will destroy all
incorrigible mortals. But since he is a spirit being, he will not be destroyed by the flames
(see Luke 20:36) Notice that Satan himself will be in "hell fire." He will not play the role
of torturing people as he is often represented by the doctrines of this world. Revelation
20:10 shows Satan himself is to be TORMENTED unto the ages of the ages--
"FOREVER AND EVER"! His torment will last forever. But not this fire. It will last only
as long as combustible material remains to be consumed. Satan's torment, however, will
continue forever as a mental anguish resulting from seeing all that he has striven toward,
worked for, plotted for, burned up as the earth is purified by fire!

10. Will the "beast™ and "false prophet" still be in this fire? Rev. 20:10.

COMMENT: Some Bibles use italics to show that the word "are" in this verse was
supplied by the translators. It is not found in the Greek manuscripts. The phrase should
read, "where the beast and the false prophet were"--the unwritten verb being understood
to be in the same tense as the verb in the first half of the sentence. The Amplified Bible
has it correct. These two mortal individuals will have been destroyed over 1,000 years
before the time Satan is put into these flames.



Hell Fire ""Never Quenched?
1. Did John the Baptist ever speak of "unquenchable fire"? Matt. 3:12; Luke 3:17.

2. Did Jesus say that hell fire will never be "quenched"? Mark 9:43-48. (Recall the Greek
word for "hell” in verses 43, 45 and 47 is gehenna.)

COMMENT: Jesus repeated this statement five times for emphasis. From this, people
have carelessly assumed the "fire that never shall be quenched" (verse 43) is a fire of
torture which has been in existence for centuries, and will continue to exist for eternity.
We have proved that this idea is absolutely false! Notice God's own inspired explanation
of unquenchable hell fire.

3. Did God (over 2,500 years ago) warn the inhabitants of Jerusalem that He would
kindle a fire in Jerusalem's gates that would not be quenched? Jer. 17:27. But what would
that fire do to the city's palaces? Same verse.

COMMENT: This fire occurred a few years later, and it destroyed all the houses of
Jerusalem (Jer. 52:13). Since God said this fire "shall not be quenched" and since it is not
burning today, it obviously went out by itself after accomplishing its purpose--after
devouring all combustible material!

4. What punishment befell the notorious cities of Sodom and Gomorrah? Gen. 19:24.
Was it literal fire that destroyed human beings? Luke 17:29. What do we read in Jude 7
about this event? Is there still a fire burning in those cities which God destroyed long
ago? Of course not!

COMMENT: The expression "eternal fire" used in Jude 7 means a fire whose results are
permanent or everlasting--obviously not a fire that burns forever! Sodom and Gomorrah
were utterly destroyed centuries ago--they are not burning today. The fires which burned
these cities simply died out after consuming all combustible material. These scriptures
prove the "fire that shall not be quenched"” will NOT torment people forever and ever!
Christ, as we have seen, often referred to the fires that burned in the Valley of Hinnom at
the edge of Jerusalem to illustrate the final "hell fire™ or gehenna which is to consume the
wicked. But did those fires ever go out? The fact is, they were kept burning as long as
there was refuse to burn. Then they burned themselves out! They were never quenched or
put out prematurely by anyone! The flames merely died out when they had nothing more
to consume. Even so it will be with the FINAL gehenna fire. It will be unquenched--but it
will finally burn itself out!

"Worm That Dieth Not"*

A startling statement is found in Mark 9:44, 46 and 48. In these verses, Christ spoke of a
worm that "dieth not. " Are there really immortal worms?



Some people think Jesus referred to people as worms, and that He was trying to say that
these "people” never die but live on forever in agonizing torment. However, those who
believe this fail to notice that what Jesus spoke of was "their worm." So the wicked
themselves are not the "worm.” What is this mysterious "worm™ that does not die? Notice
what Jesus really meant.

Jesus clearly had reference, as the marginal notes of many Bibles show, to Isaiah 66:24,
where a similar statement is made about "their worm"--the worm of dead "carcasses.” (Be
sure to read this verse in your Bible.) Now what is the "worm™ of a dead , decaying
carcass? If you have ever seen a putrefying carcass, the answer should be obvious. To put
the matter beyond all doubt, we find that the lexicons define grub or maggot both the
Greek and the Hebrew words translated as "worm™ in Mark 9:44 and Isaiah 66:24.

When a dead body occasionally lodged on one of the rocky ledges above the garbage
fires of the Valley of Hinnom, it was soon infested by many worms or maggots which
hatched out of eggs laid by flies. It was simply these worms to which Christ referred
when He said, "their worm dieth not.” But Jesus didn't mean that each individual worm
continued to live forever! Actually, the larvae--maggots--would hatch from eggs, eat the
flesh, continue in the larval form only a few days, then go through pupation or
metamorphosis and finally emerge as flies! The worms didn't die--they became flies!
Later, the flies died. These are facts known by any student of biology! And Christ was
not ignorant of them.

By contrast, the misunderstanding of Christ's simple statement by some people should be
an object lesson to always be careful to use wisdom and common sense in studying God's
Word. The Holy Spirit is the spirit of a sound mind (Il Tim. 1:7). The Bible is one book
that makes good sense! Let's always study these perplexing scriptures carefully and not
jump to hasty, erroneous, weird conclusions.

The Story of "'Lazarus and the Rich Man™

Jesus' story of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16:19-31) is perhaps one of the most
outstanding texts used by those who attempt to prove there is an eternal hell fire. What
lesson did Jesus intend to illustrate by this strange story? Let's carefully study this story
word by word, comparing it with other crystal-clear scriptures.

1. Did Lazarus--a poor but righteous beggar--die? Luke 16:22. Was he later carried by
angels to "Abraham's bosom™? Same verse.

COMMENT: If we are Christ's, God considers us Abraham's "seed"--descendants or
children--and we become heirs with Abraham to receive the promises God made to him
(Gal. 3:29). Through faith we may all become "children of Abraham” (Gal. 3:7). This is
an intimate relationship--a close or bosom relationship, spiritually speaking--with
Abraham. We are to be in close contact with him in sharing the promises. This is the



sense in which righteous Lazarus was taken to "Abraham's bosom.”" When, then, will
Abraham and the Lazarus of our story actually receive the fulfillment of the promises?
The answer of the Bible is that Abraham and the saints--his "seed"--will inherit the
promises at the resurrection of the just when Jesus Christ returns to earth to establish the
Kingdom of God! (We will study more about the subject of the Christian's inheritance in
the next lesson.)

2. And what about the sinful rich man of Jesus' parable? Did he also die? Luke 16:22.
And do we next see him lifting up his eyes, indicating his having been resurrected, and
calling to Abraham for a few drops of water to cool his tongue, being in mental torment?
Luke 16:23-24.

COMMENT: The word "hell" used here is translated from the original Greek word hades,
which we know means the "grave." It is not from the Greek word gehenna, which
represents the future lake of fire that will DESTROY the wicked forever. The rich man is
pictured at the very moment of his coming up out of his GRAVE in a resurrection!
Abraham and Lazarus will have already inherited eternal life in God's Kingdom (Matt.
25:34). They will have been immortal for over 1,000 years BEFORE the wicked rich man
is resurrected to be burned in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:4-5, 15). Until then, the rich man
will have been dead in his grave, having no consciousness of the passing time (Eccl. 9:5).
At his resurrection, the rich man will see the flames of the lake of fire beginning to
surround him. He knows these flames will destroy him forever. Being in great mental
agony, he asks for just a little water to cool his tongue, which has become dry from his
mental anguish. He does not ask for buckets or oceans of water to put the fire out. He
knows such a request would be denied.

3. What did Abraham then answer the rich man? Luke 16:25-26.

COMMENT: The great "gulf" between the two will be the difference between mortality
and immortality. Those who will have been made immortal shall never die because they
will have been born of God (Rev. 20:6). Abraham and the beggar will be on the immortal
side of this gulf--the mortal rich man on the other side, facing imminent eternal death by
fire! Many of the condemned, like the rich man, will want their relatives warned (Luke
16:27-28), not realizing how much time has passed since they died and that all other
people will already have had their chance to receive salvation. The story or parable of
"Lazarus and the rich man" does not prove eternal punishing by God in hell fire. Rather,
Christ used this short illustration to picture to His listeners the REALITY of the
resurrection from the dead of both the righteous and the wicked. He was picturing the
resurrection to ETERNAL LIFE as contrasted with the ultimate fate of the wicked--the
resurrection to ETERNAL DEATH!

God Is Love--and Justice!



Why do so many people have a false concept of "hell"? Because they fail to understand
God's overall purpose in putting man on this earth. God's purpose for man is to develop
holy, righteous character which will make him fit to receive the precious gift of eternal
life. But God created man of the dust of the ground, subject to death, so that if he failed to
develop right character he could be released from his misery by death.

God has no desire to torment or to torture anyone. God is love (I John 4:8). He created us
mortal for our own good. He will condemn no one because of ignorance, and will see to it
that every single one will ultimately learn the truth and have a real chance for salvation.
But if God granted eternal life to those who persistently rebel and fail to develop
righteous character, they would simply bring misery on themselves as well as others for
all eternity!

Certainly the kindest thing God can do, for all involved, is not to allow such a rebel to
continue living. So God will simply put the incorrigibly rebellious to DEATH-not
mercilessly torture them forever! God is also a God of justice. The obedient will be given
the free gift of eternal life. But the disobedient must also be paid the wages they have
earned. The final or second death--eternal death in the lake of fire--will be the penalty
there own sins have incurred.

This truth should inspire no unreasoning terror such as the pagan, satanic doctrine of
eternal hell fire has caused to so many innocent people. On the other hand, the lake of fire
should stand as a FEARFUL WARNING to all who know God's truth and still stubbornly
refuse to obey it! Only those who obey God--those who become and remain Christians in
the true sense of the word--will inherit eternal life (John 3:16). All others who willfully
live in disobedience to God will die the second death. Those are the two alternatives God
places before each of us--eternal life on the one hand, and everlasting death on the other.

The idea of an ever-burning "hell” is clearly a pagan myth and superstition. It is merely a
fable that has crept into professing Christianity. But the Biblical hell fire--the one Christ

spoke of--will be VERY REAL! It will consume the incorrigible wicked, reducing them

to mere ashes.

Let's strive to qualify for eternal life so we will not have to pay the penalty of eternal
death--extinction in the lake of fire.

TEST YOUR MEMORY

This quiz is designed to help you remember the important facts you learned in the lesson.
You simply circle, or underline each correct answer. After you've finished, check your
choices with the correct answers at the end of this test, and then rate yourself.



1. "Hell" is a subject A. nowhere mentioned in the Bible. B. not well understood by most
people today. C. that was well understood by the ancient pagans. D. that was first
introduced by Dante Alighieri.

2. Dante got his ideas about hell from A. Polycarp. B. the Bible. C. Plato and Virgil. D.
attested personal experiences of some who had been there.

3. Which of the following do NOT believe that there is a place of never-ending divine
torment and vengeance called "hell"? A. Catholics. B. Protestants. C. Mohammedans and
Hindus. D. Christians who accept the literal interpretation of the Bible.

4. Most of this world's people A. are headed for an ever-burning hell. B. have never had a
chance to receive salvation. C. believe in Jesus Christ. D. will never go to "hell”--Greek
hades.

5. Jesus Christ spoke of A. a hell of eternal torment and torture. B. Jewish myths of a
gehenna in order to refute them. C. a place of fire that will never be quenched. D. the
grave as a place of fire.

6. The English word "hell" originally meant A. simply a grave or a hole in the ground. B.
a garbage dump. C. the eternal home of wicked immortal souls. D. a condition of restraint
for evil spirits.

7. Which of these words is NOT translated "hell" in the Authorized Version of the Bible?
A. Gehenna. B. Hades. C. Sheol. D. Abussos.

8. Those who have died are now A. simply in their graves. B. in torments. C.
disembodied spirits free to roam the universe at will. D. immortal worms.

9. How can you always know the meaning of the word "hell” when you read it in your
Bible? A. By remembering it always means fire. B. By deducing it from the context. C.
You can't ever be sure. D. By checking it in an exhaustive concordance of the Bible such
as Strong's or Young's.

10. Hell fire is to be A. everlasting fire in the cavernous depths of the earth. B. the lake of
fire on the earth's surface. C. on the surface of the sun. D. on the moon.

TRUE OR FALSE

11. Jesus preached to wicked spirits in prison while He was in "hell" (hades--the grave).
TF

12. Satan and his demons will be destroyed in the lake of fire along with the incorrigible
wicked of humanity. TF



13. The fires that burned and destroyed the ancient city of Jerusalem were never
"guenched." TF

14. The parable of Lazarus and the rich man proves there is--right now--an eternal
punishing of the wicked going on. TF

15. The kindest thing God could do is to destroy forever anyone who refuses to live the
way of life that is conducive to peace and happiness. T F

MATCHING

Draw a line from each numbered phrase to the correctly related lettered phrase.

16. The wicked A. Being tormented
17. "Wages of sin" B. Now in hell fire
18. Lake of fire C. "Death"

19. Satan D. Quenched

20. Flies E. To become ashes

F. Cannot burn up
G. Symbolic only

H. Earth burning

I. "Immortal worms"
J. Eternal Life

ANSWERS TO QUIZ Rate Yourself

1-B 5-C 9-D 13-T 17-C 19-20 correct - - - excellent
2-C 6-A 10-B 14-F 18-H 16-18 correct - - - good
3-D 7-D 11-F 15-T 19-F 13-15 correct - - - fair

4-B 8-A 12-F 16-E 20-1
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WILL YOU GO TO HEAVEN?

You've always heard that you'll go to heaven if you're "saved. "And most have assumed
that their loved ones have already "gone to heaven™ when they died. But what does the
Bible say? Is heaven really the "reward of the saved"?

WHY, if the righteous go to heaven, did the Apostle John write: "No MAN hath ascended
up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven"--referring to Jesus Christ Himself
(John 3:13)?

If the "saved" go to heaven when they die, why did Peter say that King David, a man
after God's own heart (Acts 13:22), "is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us
unto this day.... For David is NOT ascended into the heavens” (Acts 2:29, 34)?

Yes, WHY?

What a paradox! Millions today believe the "saved" go to heaven, yet David didn't! And
if the saved go to heaven when they die, what need is there for a resurrection from the
dead? Why a resurrection if they have already "gone to their reward"?

Isn't it about time these puzzling yet vitally important questions were answered?

What People Believe

Belief in a heaven beyond the grave is not limited to professing Christians. People
around the world have always believed in some kind of after life--some type of "reward"
after death. It is a "recognized article of the creed of heathens, Jews and
Mohammedans.... Eternal blessedness was, in the view of the ancient pagans, reserved for
those only who were distinguished for their exalted virtues, and who were accordingly
admitted into the society of the gods..." (The Faiths of the World, vol. 5, p. 10).

States this same authority: "The heaven of the Hindu is absorption in Brahma and of the
Buddhist, annihilation or Nirvana. The priesthood of the ancient Egyptians taught the



immortality of the soul under the name of Palingenesia, or a second birth, being a return
of the soul to the celestial spheres, or its reabsorption into the Supreme Being..." (p. 11).

The eleventh edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica declares there is "a bewildering
variety in the views of the future life and the world held by different peoples.... The scene
of the future life may be thought of on earth, in some distant part of it, or above the earth,
in the sky, sun, moon or stars, or beneath the earth. The abodes of bliss and the places of
torment may be distinguished, or one last dwelling-place may be affirmed for all the
dead. Sometimes the good find their abiding home with the gods; sometimes a number of
heavens of varying degrees of blessedness is recognized” (vol. 9, p. 760).

Mohammedans believe in a heaven prepared for the blessed, the professors of the "true
religion,” followers of Mohammed. In paradise, they believe they shall enjoy perpetual
light and all heavenly pleasures. Their belief includes eight heavens or different degrees
of happiness. Mohammed taught about a paradise of carnal, sensual pleasures, but at the
same time he taught in the Koran that the height of happiness will consist of seeing God
face to face, and that this pleasure will cause all the other pleasures of paradise to be
forgotten. Many Australian tribes have had a belief in a happy "other-world.” In
particular, those scattered over the southeastern region believed in a future happy life
"beyond the great water" or in the sky. This "paradise™ was often called "gum tree
country.” The path to "sky-land" was believed to be by the rays of the setting sun or by
the Milky Way.

Tasmanian aborigines looked forward to a happier life after death, in which they would
pursue the chase and forever enjoy the pleasures which they coveted on earth. Ancient
Teutonic peoples believed in a heavenly abode called Valhalla. To this heaven of the
gods--a warrior's paradise--all brave warriors hoped to go. "It is raftered with spears, it is
decked with shields, its benches are strewn with coats of mail. A wolf hangs before the
western door, an eagle hovers over it.... So great was Valhalla that it possessed five
hundred and forty doors. Every day the warriors, fully armed, issued from the gates to
amuse themselves in combat with each other, returning to feast and drink heavenly mead
from the cups presented to them by the Valkyries" (Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics,
vol. 11, p. 709).

Some Eskimos of Greenland still believe in two regions of paradise: The first in the cold
sky or "over-world," with hills and valleys and a heaven; the other, an underground
domain, a blissful place with sunshine and perpetual summer. Clearly, the idea of going
to heaven when one dies is not the sole property of professing Christians. Pagans since
time immemorial have had similar notions!

The Egyptian "Heaven™

History tells us that many of the ideas of professing Christianity concerning heaven came
directly from ancient Egyptians. Writes Adolph Erman in The Ancient Egyptians



(translated by Aylaward M. Blackman): "The Pyramid Texts are mainly concerned with
the desire of the august dead to avoid leading a gloomy existence in the underworld--the
fate of ordinary mortals--and to dwell in the sky like the gods. There he might voyage
with the sun-god in his ship, or dwell in the Fields of the Blessed, the Field of Food-
Offerings, or the Fields of laru [or Alu]. He might himself become a god, and the fancy
of the poets strives to depict the king in this new role. No longer is he a man whom the
gods graciously receive into heaven but a conqueror who seizes heaven from them™ (p.
2).

The Egyptians believed that before the souls of the dead could reach the Egyptian
"heaven"--the Fields of laru--and appear in the presence of Osiris, they must traverse a
vast under-world region called the Tuat which was inhabited by gods, devils, fiends,
demons, good and bad spirits and the souls of the wicked, besides snakes, monsters and
serpents. The Egyptian sacred book, The Book of the Dead, prescribed spells,
incantations, prayers, charms and amulets to help the dead man overcome the dangers of
the Tuat and to reach Sekhet Aaru and Sekhet Hetep--other names for the Egyptian
heaven--to take his place among the subjects of Osiris in the "Land of Everlasting Life"
(E. A. Wallis Budge, The Literature of the Ancient Egyptians, pp. 40-41).

The arriving dead, the Egyptians thought, were ushered into a Hall of Judgment presided
over by Osiris. "When the verdict is favorable and he has been cleared of any impurity,
his heart is restored, and after several other ordeals, he is ushered into the bright Elysian
Fields (the Fields of Alu) beyond the water.... Henceforth, he enjoys the perennial life of
the blessed under the shadow of the tree of life, or the sycamore of Nut, the goddess of
the sky, a true Osiris™ (Kohler, Heaven and Hell in Comparative Religion, p. 22).

When the verdict was unfavorable, the poor sinner experienced the "second death.” His
dismemberment followed, and the fiercest tortures awaited him, including burning by hot
coals, plunging into deep waters, or cutting the body into pieces by sharp swords. Says
Kohler, "We have here the very origin of the Inferno and Paradiso™ (p. 23, emphasis
ours).

What the Early Church Taught

But astounding as it may seem, neither Jesus nor His apostles taught that the righteous go
to heaven! Notice the admission of a secular encyclopedia: "The dominant view in the
early church seems to have been that until the return of the Lord upon the clouds of
heaven to raise the dead, those who had died were asleep, and that they would be
suddenly awakened to be given their new bodies, after which they would reign with Him
on earth for a thousand years..." (The New International Encyclopedia, art. "Heaven,"
vol. 9, pp. 700-701).

The early Church clearly did not teach the concept of "going to heaven." Such teachings
did not become popular until long after the death of the apostles! Notice, however, what



gradually happened: "But, largely under the influence of Greek thought, other
conceptions [gradually] prevailed. The fate of the patriarchs, prophets, and pious men of
the old dispensation naturally occupied much attention and led to the idea that they [their
"immortal souls™] were detained in a preparatory abode which the fathers called limbus
patrum, awaiting the advent of the Redeemer. The general belief of Christians has been
that since the resurrection of Christ the just who are free from sin are admitted
immediately after death into heaven, where their chief joy consists in the unclouded
vision of God" (ibid.).

History shows that the teachings of Clement of Alexandria, Origen and others gradually
turned most professing Christians from the belief of a literal 1,000-year reign of Christ on
earth. The floodgates were opened. Hellenistic philosophy, which had borrowed heavily
from ancient Egyptian mythology, began to replace the teachings of the Bible as the
source of doctrine. Prevailing concepts such as the immortality of the soul, an ever
burning hell, purgatory and heaven all came directly out of ancient mythology! The
popular church, in order to become universal, adopted and taught these prevailing pagan
philosophies rather than the plain teachings of the Bible!

Today, the idea of heaven being the "reward of the saved" is nearly universal among
Protestant churches. The vast majority of professing Christians look forward to going to a
"heaven" where the righteous sit on clouds, pluck harps, shuffle through harp music, and
look up into the face of the Master for ALL ETERNITY!

The hit song of the 50s about that "lucky ole sun" that has "nuthin to do, but roll around
heaven all day" aptly depicts the nebulous belief of millions of what "heaven™ is like. But
as we shall soon see, this common belief did NOT come from the teachings of Christ or
the apostles!

What is the plain truth about heaven? What DOES your Bible teach about the "reward of
the saved™?

LESSON 7

"The Promised Land"*

There is a statement in the book of Galatians which actually summarizes the very
PURPOSE and PLAN of God for mankind. The Christian's hope of an eternal "reward"
depends altogether on the subject covered in that greatly misunderstood passage!

While addressing Gentile-born converts in Galatia, the Apostle Paul was inspired to
write, "Now to ABRAHAM and his seed were the PROMISES made.... And if YE be
Christ's, then are ye Abraham seed, and heirs according to the PROMISE" (Gal. 3:16,
29).



The Christian is not yet a possessor of his reward--he is now only an "heir." What
Christians shall inherit, if "saved"--whatever shall be the "reward of the saved"--wherever
they shall spend eternity--is a definite, specific PROMISE of God. And that promise was
made to Abraham, called, in this same book of Galatians written for Gentile converts, the
"father" of the faithful (Gal. 3:7).

If one is converted, regardless of race or color or sex; IF one is "Christ's"--a Christian--
then he becomes one of Abraham's children, and an "heir" of the PROMISE made to
Abraham. What he is to inherit, then, is whatever was promised to Abraham!

Let's see if it was heaven.

1. Precisely what did God promise Abraham? Gen. 12:2-3, 6-7.

COMMENT: "Seed" means offspring. So the promise to Abraham and his offspring--his
descendants--was the LAND OF CANAAN!

2. Abraham went to Egypt for a short time (Gen. 12:10). When he returned to Canaan,
did God reiterate His promise to Abraham and his offspring? Gen. 13:14-15. What are the
boundaries of this land? Gen. 15:18.

COMMENT: The land of Canaan, much of which is occupied by the Jews today, was
promised to Abraham and his descendants. That's why it's called "the promised land"!
Notice that it is a region on this earth, not up in heaven somewhere!

3. How long did God promise Abraham that he and his seed would possess the land?
Gen. 13:15.

COMMENT: Since the inheritance is to be an ETERNAL inheritance, it of necessity
involves and includes EVERLASTING LIFE! More about this later.

4. Was this promise expanded until it ultimately included inheritance of the WHOLE
EARTH? Rom. 4:13.

COMMENT: Not one word about heaven! Through Abraham, all true Christians are
promised the earth!

5. Were the same promises God made to Abraham also made to his son, Isaac? Gen.
26:1-5.

6. And were the same promises then given to Jacob, Isaac's son? Gen. 35:9-12. And to
Jacob's children--the Israelites? Rom. 9:4.



COMMENT: Jacob, whose name was changed to "Israel,” had twelve sons. Each son
gave rise to one of the twelve tribes of Israel, known collectively as the “children of
Israel,” or Israelites.

Obedience BEFORE Inheritance

1. In making this promise to Abraham, God conditioned it on obedience. What did God
tell Abraham to do? Gen. 12:1.

2. Did Abraham resist, quibble and argue with God about leaving his homeland? Or did
he just DO what he was commanded? Gen. 12:4; Heb. 11:8. Into what land did God lead
Abraham? Gen. 12:5.

COMMENT: God called Abram (as his name was then) out of Ur of the Chaldees, the
land of his birth. That land was under the sway of the political system that began at
Babel, symbolic of the spiritual "Babylon" in which we live today! Today, God calls us
out of this present world--this modern Babylon! (Rev. 18:1-4.) Abraham did obey! First,
he left his native land, his friends and relatives, his old ways of life--he forsook ALL and
followed where God led. But God did not stop here in testing Abraham's willingness to
obey Him.

Let's notice:
3. How did God further test Abraham? Gen. 22:1-2.

COMMENT: The proper translation of the word "tempt," as used here, is "try." God
tempts no man (James 1:13). When the King James translation of the Bible was made, the
word "tempt" meant to "try," or to "test." That is why the translators used the word
"tempt" in Genesis 22:1.

4. Did Abraham, in facing this test, stop to reason it out, make excuse, or rebel? Or did he
faithfully OBEY God--even rising early in the morning to obey His command? Gen.
22:3.

5. Did God allow Abraham to kill his only son? Gen. 22:10-12.

COMMENT: God did not really want Isaac's life--He merely wanted Abraham's
WILLINGNESS to obey Him in faith! Because Abraham was faithfully obedient to God,
the Bible refers to him as the "father” of all who live by faith (Rom. 4:11; Gal. 3:7).

6. After Abraham obeyed--had been put to the test and found faithful--were there any
other conditions to God's original promise? Gen. 22:15-18. Note the words, "because
thou HAST DONE this thing," in verse 16; and the words, "because thou hast OBEYED
MY VOICE," in verse 18.



COMMENT: The promise was now UNCONDITIONAL! Abraham had performed HIS
part of the covenant, or agreement.

7. What other scripture shows us that this promise is ABSOLUTELY SURE? Gen. 26:5.

All Can Become ""Heirs" to the Promise!

Let's notice how people of all nations can become "heirs" to the same promises made to
righteous Abraham and his descendants.

1. Did God promise Abraham that ALL nations of the earth would be blessed through his
"seed"? Gen. 12:3; 22:18. Who is this "seed"? Gal. 3:8, 16.

COMMENT: The word "seed in Genesis 22:18 refers specifically to One Seed--Christ--
rather than to Abraham's multiple "seed" or offspring mentioned in Genesis 13:16; 17:8.

2. Does Luke 3:23, 34 prove that Jesus was a direct descendant--a "seed"-- of Abraham?
Did He clearly spring from the tribe of Judah, one of the sons of Jacob or Israel? Verses
33-34. Also notice John 4:22 and Hebrews 7:14.

COMMENT: Luke records Jesus' genealogy through His mother Mary. Joseph,
mentioned in Luke 3:23, was actually the son-in-law of Heli, the father of Mary. And so
Luke shows that Mary was directly descended from Abraham (verse 34).

3. How does one who is not a direct descendant of Abraham by birth become an "heir" to
the promises made to him? Gal. 3:28-29.

COMMENT: All people who have not descended from Abraham through Isaac and Jacob
(Israel) are called "Gentiles" in the Bible. And so Paul went on to show these Gentile-
born Galatians that the only way they could become heirs to the promise made to
Abraham was by becoming children ("seed") of Abraham by spiritual adoption
THROUGH CHRIST!

4. What did Paul say the Ephesian Gentile Christians were before their conversion? Eph.
2:11-12.

COMMENT: As Gentiles, they had been "strangers from the covenants of promise,
having NO HOPE, and without God in the world."

5. But through Christ and His sacrifice, were they brought near to the promise? Eph.
2:13. And were they strangers and foreigners anymore? Verse 19. Were they then a part
of the spiritual household of God? Same verse.



COMMENT: And so today people from EVERY nation may become "heirs" of the
promises God made to Abraham by becoming his "seed" through Christ! We read in
Galatians 3:7, "Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children
of Abraham.” If you are a converted Christian, regardless of race, Abraham is your
"father” in the faith, and you will inherit whatever God promised to him. Isn't that clear?
And so ALL true Christians are heirs with Abraham to inherit (1) ETERNAL LIFE and
(2) ETERNAL INHERITANCE OF THE ENTIRE EARTH. "Heaven" was NOT
included in the promises God made to Abraham! But when will Abraham and his
"children™ receive their inheritance? When will they receive the promises? Has Abraham
already "gone to his reward"--has he already inherited the promises?

Promises YET to Be Fulfilled

1. Has Abraham yet received the inheritance God promised to him? Acts 7:2-5. Notice
especially verse 5.

COMMENT: These inspired words of Stephen plainly state that Abraham never received
the promised inheritance--even though God's promise was made UNCONDITIONAL
because of his obedience.

2. Were Abraham, Isaac and Jacob merely sojourners--that is, temporary inhabiters,
visitors--in the land God had promised to them? Heb. 11:8-10. Had they, at the time the
book of Hebrews was written, received the promises? Verses 13,39-40. Was Abraham
still dead during the time of Christ and the apostles? John 8:52-53.

COMMENT: Do you grasp what these inspired scriptures of God are saying? They say in
plain language that all these men died, in faith, NOT HAVING RECEIVED THE
Promises! The very fathers to whom the promises were made did not "go to their reward
at death”! Nor had they "gone to their reward" YEARS after the resurrection and
ascension of Christ to heaven!

3. What about David, an heir of Abraham and one of God's prophets during Old
Testament times? Did he inherit the promises, or is he still dead in his grave? Acts 2:29.

COMMENT: We read in the New Testament that Abraham and all the patriarchs have
NOT received the promised inheritance, even to this day! They, and all Christians who
become Abraham's children through Christ, are now only HEIRS to the promises. An
"heir" is one who has not yet come into his inheritance. And so they have not yet become
"inheritors™! The BIG question that still remains, then, is: When will they receive the
promised inheritance?

To Inherit the ""Kingdom of God"



In order to understand when the promises will be inherited, let's study more fully what
Abraham and his heirs are to inherit.

1. What did Jesus Christ "confirm" during His ministry on earth? Rom. 15:8. And what
message did he proclaim? Mark 1:14; Matt. 9:35.

COMMENT: In confirming the promises of eternal inheritance God made to the "fathers"
(Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) Christ always preached the Gospel- -the GOOD NEWS--of
the KINGDOM OF GOD which is to occupy and govern the earth--the same earth that
has been promised to Abraham and his heirs for an eternal inheritance. Is there any
connection? Absolutely! Notice further:

2. Will all the righteous men of old be "in" the Kingdom of God? Luke 13:28; Matt 8:11.

COMMENT: The promises God made to the fathers included ENTRANCE into the
Kingdom of God! And so their inheritance will include (1) ETERNAL LIFE in (2) the
KINGDOM OF GOD and (3) the EARTH on which that Kingdom will reign--the very
SAME INHERITANCE you and | may receive through Christ!

3. What did Jesus say Christians should strive to enter? Matt. 6:33; 7:21.

COMMENT: Notice in Matthew 7:21 that it is the Kingdom "of" heaven--not in heaven!
"Of" does not mean "in." It is the Kingdom of, or owned and ruled by, heaven in the same
sense that "the Bank of Morgan™ was not in Mr. Morgan--but was owned and ruled by
him. Matthew's Gospel always uses the term "kingdom of heaven" to express exactly the
same thing that Mark, Luke and John express as "kingdom of God." It does not mean a
kingdom in heaven, any more than it means a kingdom in God! But it does mean a
kingdom owned and ruled by GOD whose throne and dwelling place is in heaven.

4. What did Jesus, in His "sermon on the mount,” say the "meek" shall inherit? Matt. 5:5.
But what did He say of the "poor in spirit"? Matt. 5:3. Is this a contradiction?

COMMENT: Of course not! The "meek" and the "poor in spirit"--in other words, humble
Christians--shall inherit THE EARTH for an everlasting possession, and shall enter the
"Kingdom of heaven" which will be set up on earth! That Kingdom, as we learned in a
previous lesson, is the divine, ruling government of God which Christ will establish on
earth at His return. To enter into--or "inherit"--the divine Kingdom of God is a destiny of
such marvelous glory that the human mind cannot fully grasp it! Men today have no
conception of what is in store for the obedient. The inheritance that awaits every true
Christian surpasses anything you have ever conceived in your mind! As we read in |
Corinthians 2:9, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God bath prepared for them that love him." The full extent of the
inheritance God has promised the righteous cannot even be remotely imagined by the
natural mind of man--but God does reveal it to us by His Spirit" (verse 10). Precisely
what God reveals will be covered fully in the next lesson!



5. What does Matthew 6:10 also tell us about God's Kingdom?

COMMENT: Christians today are to pray earnestly: "THY KINGDOM COME!"
Obviously, then, it has NOT come to the earth yet.

6. Where is the Christian's inheritance being kept? | Peter 1:3-4; Matt. 5:12; Luke 6:23.

COMMENT: These verses do NOT say, "Great is your reward when you get to heaven."
They do not tell us when or where Christians will receive their inheritance and rewards--
only that they are being "reserved" for them in heaven!

7. When will the righteous inherit the Kingdom of God--receive their inheritance and
rewards? Matt. 25:31-34. Clearly it is WHEN CHRIST RETURNS that Abraham and his
children will become inheritors of the promises! But notice what else must happen at
Christ's coming.

Importance of the Resurrection

1. Can anyone inherit the Kingdom of God while still a mortal flesh-and-blood human
being? | Cor. 15:50.

COMMENT: No HUMAN can inherit the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is not
a human kingdom--there are NO humans in it. It is a DIVINE KINGDOM--the GOD
Kingdom!

2. What did Paul say must happen to our mortal bodies in order to inherit and actually
become a part of that Kingdom? I Cor. 15:51, 53. When will our bodies be changed--
converted from flesh to spirit? Verse 52. Does that trumpet sound at the SECOND
COMING of Christ? | Thes. 4:13-16. Is this when Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David and
others will inherit the promises? Same verses. What did Jesus call this change, while
explaining it to Nicodemus? John 3:6, 8. And if we are "born of the spirit,” can we finally
"see"- -ENTER--the divine, spiritual Kingdom of God? Verse 3.

COMMENT: At the second coming of Jesus Christ all the dead in Christ will be raised
with new SPIRIT bodies; and those mortal Christians still alive at His return will be
instantly changed into the same kind of SPIRIT BODIES--bodies which can INHERIT
the Kingdom of God. Our present flesh is corruptible, subject to death and decay. But
spirit beings are ETERNALLY NEW--immortal, incorruptible, never subject to death and
decay!

3. Did Jesus declare that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will--in the future--be resurrected in
order to be in God's Kingdom? Matt. 22:31-32.



COMMENT: This text is often twisted around and perverted in an attempt to prove that
Abraham is not dead--that he has already gone to his promised reward WITHOUT having
to be resurrected--just the diametric OPPOSITE of what Jesus used this illustration to
point out. God is the God of the living, not the dead. Jesus was speaking of their future
resurrection to immortal life! For He plainly said, "As touching the RESURRECTION of
the dead...." We can now see why Abraham and his children through Christ have not, as
yet, inherited the promises. They simply cannot come into this ETERNAL
INHERITANCE until they receive ETERNAL LIFE! This, as Paul explained, will
happen at the resurrection from the dead! Without a resurrection, the dead would never
live again! (I Cor. 15:16, 18.) Therefore, the resurrection of the dead is central to God's
plan. And unless Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all deceased Christians are
RESURRECTED from the grave at Christ's coming, they cannot inherit the promises!

Let's briefly summarize a few points: The resurrection of the dead shall occur at the
second coming of Christ--when He comes as the KING of kings and the LORD of lords
to reign over and to rule all nations of the earth. When He comes to set up His Kingdom,
then Abraham and his spiritual children in Christ shall be given immortality and will
inherit the Kingdom of God--a world-ruling GOVERNMENT headed by and ruled by
Christ, occupying the very land promised to Abraham--the land stretching from the Nile
to the Euphrates River. And this Kingdom or government composed of IMMORTALS
shall rule over all the nations of earth composed of flesh and blood mortals! How
different the plain truth of God's Word is from the ancient religious fables and myths
which the world embraces today!

How Christ Made Eternal Inheritance Possible

Jesus Christ came to "confirm™ the promises made to the fathers (Rom. 15:8). We need to
understand what this means. Let's notice how Christ made it possible for all mankind to
inherit these glorious promises.

1. What is sin? I John 3:4. Will anyone who sins--transgresses God's law--inherit the
Kingdom of God? Eph. 5:5; | Cor. 6:9-10. What is the penalty--"the wages"--of sin?
Rom. 6:23. Have all people sinned? Rom. 3:23.

COMMENT: God is Creator of the entire universe. He is also the great Lawgiver.
Whoever is not obedient to Him commits sin. Sin causes sorrow, suffering, anguish and
DEATH! And so the Bible shows that anyone who disobeys God is worthy of death--
ETERNAL DEATH! Since all have sinned, all have come under the same penalty. If
each one of us were to pay the penalty of our own sins, none could receive eternal life--
none could inherit the promises made to the fathers.

2. But did Jesus Christ voluntarily give His SINLESS LIFE as a sacrifice FOR US so we
wouldn't have to pay the penalty of our sins, and thus be deprived of eternal inheritance
in the Kingdom of God? John 10:17-18; I Tim. 2:5-6; Rom. 5:8-10.



COMMENT: God, the Father, created all things by Jesus Christ (Eph. 3:9; John 1:1-3).
Jesus was GOD incarnate--God made flesh (John 1:14). Therefore, as God and our
Maker, Jesus' physical life was of GREATER VALUE than the sum total of all human
lives ever born! So by dying Jesus was able to pay the penalty of death for ALL the sins
of ALL mankind! Christ "confirmed" the promises God made to Abraham by preaching
the gospel of the Kingdom and then by dying for our sins. His death makes it possible for
us to receive eternal life! (John 3:16.)

3. But what conditions must we fulfill before Christ's sacrifice can be applied to pay the
penalty our past sins have incurred? Acts 2:38. What must we become? Gal. 3:29, first
five words; Rom. 8:9. .

COMMENT: Whether a direct descendant of Abraham or a Gentile, ALL MUST become
"Christ's"--a "Christian"--in order to become eligible to receive eternal inheritance!

4. Has Jesus become the "Captain," or fore-runner--the leader--of our salvation through
His suffering, death and subsequent resurrection to glory? Heb. 2:9-10. Of what has Jesus
been appointed "heir" by the Father? Heb. 1:1-2. And will we, if we become "Christ's"--
Christians--and overcome, INHERIT ALL THINGS with Him as co-heirs? Rom. 8:16-
17; Rev. 21:6-7.

COMMENT: Jesus Christ, at His resurrection, inherited all the promises made to
Abraham! And by living a sinless life He made it possible for all who accept His sacrifice
to become CO-HEIRS of the same promises with Him!

5. Did Christ leave a will, or last testament? Heb. 9:15. (A "testament™ is a will.) What
kind of inheritance will the heirs of this will, or "testament,” receive? Same verse. When
a person makes a will, must he die before it comes into force? Verses 16-17.

COMMENT: Christ left a will--a "testament.” This is why the last fourth of your Bible is
called the "New Testament." It teaches us what we must do to become co-heirs with Him
of the promise of eternal inheritance in the Kingdom of God. But a testament, or will, is
of no effect unless the one making it dies. So Christ died that we may inherit the promises
through Him. But He lives today at the Father's right hand, ready to intercede for us (Heb.
7:25), to help us, to give us strength so we can all overcome sin and inherit the glorious
promises of God!

Has Anyone Gone to Heaven?

There is absolutely NO scripture in all the Bible that promises HEAVEN as the "reward
of the saved.” NO scripture speaks of the saints--true Christians--going to heaven when
they die! And yet most people seem to be ignorant of the plain teaching of the Word of
God and have carelessly taken for granted, without question, the false idea of "going to



heaven"! Let's notice a few more scriptures which have been either overlooked or
carelessly interpreted by those who want to believe in this false doctrine.

1. What did Jesus tell His disciples, as recorded in John 13:33, 36?

COMMENT: Some have assumed that Christ taught His disciples they would follow Him
into heaven "afterwards." All the plain scriptures we have studied thus far in this lesson
show that this clearly is NOT what Christ was saying! Peter later also died and still lies
unconscious in his grave. He will rise later--at Christ's return--in the resurrection with the
rest of the saints, and become an immortal member of the Kingdom of God!

2. Does the Bible give us a clear idea of where the resurrected saints will be and what
they will be doing after Christ returns? Rev. 5:10. What did Christ say He is preparing for
them? John 14:2-3.

COMMENT: "Mansions™ is an improper translation. The correct rendering is "abodes" or
"dwelling places." In this case the abodes refer to rooms in the "Father's house” or God's
Temple. In Old Testament times the rooms in the temple were occupied by God's priests.
These rooms represent positions of authority--those positions which the saints will be
given in God's ruling Kingdom at Christ's return! These positions will not be in heaven.
Christ plainly said He was going to heaven to "prepare™ a position of authority for each
Christian. But it is only when He comes to earth again that these positions will be
awarded. When Jesus returns to this earth, as King of kings, He will tell the saints:
"Come, ye blessed... inherit the Kingdom, PREPARED FOR YOU" (Matt. 25:34). And
the Scriptures declare that they will rule all nations here on earth, having POSITIONS OF
AUTHORITY in God s Kingdom!

3. Does the Bible dogmatically state that NO ONE, except Jesus Himself, has ever
ascended up into heaven? John 3:13. Could anything be clearer?

4. But what about the "thief on the cross"? Didn't he go to heaven with Jesus that very
day? Luke 23:43. The very plain and simple answer is No! Let's understand why.

COMMENT: In the first place, Christ Himself did not go to heaven that day. Instead he
was placed in the tomb--in "hell"--where He remained dead for the next three whole days
and nights. Second, the word "paradise™ does not mean heaven at all. The word actually
describes the earth when God will dwell on it. "Paradise™ simply means a "garden,
pleasureground; grove, park"--"a grand enclosure or preserve...shady and
wellwatered...enclosed by walls." That is the definition you will find in Thayer's Greek-
English Lexicon of the New Testament. And third, in many versions of the Bible, this
verse is mispunctuated. There were no commas in the Greek when the New Testament
was written. So when the translators supplied the commas in the English, they were
placed where the translators thought they should be. Actually, Christ did not say, "Today
shalt thou be with me in paradise,” but rather, "I say unto thee today, shalt thou [or thou
shalt] be with me in paradise.” By using the word "today," Jesus was stressing the time of
His promise- -not the time He would be in paradise. Jesus discerned the man's repentant



