                                    SAM

 By Jasmine Brown 

The scene is a messy bedroom. There is a bed up center and a television with a tin foiled antenna down center. Next to the TV is an awkward pile of videotapes in boxes. There are also several open boxes around the room, and all sorts of personal items, from blue jeans to books to an old teddy bear. Stage right is the bedroom door, and upstage left, near the bed, is the closet .In the center of the room, Chloe, a teenage girl, is carefully packing things into boxes. She has very closed off look about her. She stops at the teddy bear and muses a bit. Sam, a boy Chloe’s age enters stage right. She doesn’t seem to hear him until he is directly behind her, and then she smiles but doesn’t look up. 

                                   Chloe 

I didn’t think you were coming today.

                                    Sam

Matter of fact-ly

I don’t have anywhere else to go.

Chloe laughs, He touches her arm and sits next to her. They kiss.

After a minute, she reluctantly breaks away.

                                    Chloe

Sam…

                                    Sam

He notices the boxes 

Hey, what’s all this?

                                   Chloe

Smiles nervously

I’m straightening up.

                                   Sam

For me?

                            Chloe

No. 

                            Sam

Resentful

She’s coming over?

She’s actually coming over?!

                           Chloe

I have to work on a project with her.

You do support me getting better grades, right?

                           Sam

Of course I do! 

Sighs

Can you at least go to her house? 

                        Chloe

Shakes her head “no”

I tried. Why is this such a big deal to you?

I’m only having a friend over!

                         Sam

That’s how it starts.

                        Chloe

How what starts?

                           Sam

I don’t know exactly!

                            Chloe

Frustrated. Breaks away and starts packing other boxes.

What are you talking about?

Sam, you’ve never even met her!

                              Sam

Sarcastically

Then why don’t you introduce me Chloe?

Or is there a problem with that?

                              Chloe

Turns to him, suddenly concerned 
Don’t get like this.

You’re not a nasty person.

                               Sam

No?

                                Chloe

No.

His demeanor changes suddenly .He pulls her into an embrace.

                                Sam

I’m sorry. How was your day?

                                Chloe

Mom was freaking out about my “total apathy towards life” again.

I’m trying to try, but I can’t do everything on everyone else’s schedule!

Am I making any sense?

                         Sam

Honestly

I understand you completely.

They kiss again .He breaks away.

Can’t you call her and say that you’re….

                        Chloe

Turns away, frustrated 

ARGHHHH!

                          Sam

It’s not fair! I came all the way here too …

Knocking 

                        Chloe

Yells off stage 

It’s open!

                         Sam

You left your front door open? What, did you take retarded pills for breakfast? 

Chloe gives him a look. His demeanor changes again.

Sorry.

                        Brittany O.S. 

Which one’s your room?!

                       Chloe 

The one that says Chloe’s room!

She turns to Sam, looks pleading. He looks away stubbornly.

Come on now! Don’t make this hard on me!

He sighs and shakes his head no .She smiles and turns away,

Rapidly shoving things into boxes. Sam gives the room a quick once over with his eyes

And then suddenly goes into the closet and shuts the door. Chloe catches sight of this

Sam! What are you doing? Get out of the closet!

He pops his head out 

                            Sam

Not funny!

Goes back in 

                         Chloe

ARGHHHH!

She starts to run over to him, but just at that moment Brittany, a girl her age, but with a much more open attitude about her (probably expressed in a brighter, slightly more revealing costume) 

Enters

                        Brittany 

Hey!

                         Chloe

Turns to her quickly, nonchalant

Hey

Slight pause

                         Brittany

My dad has a third nipple.

                         Chloe

Pause as Chloe obviously doesn’t know what to make of this

Oh…

I didn’t know that.

                         Brittany

Neither did I, ‘till this afternoon.

But now, do I ever!

Brightly

Got any food? I’m hungry!

Slightly dazed Chloe nods and walks off

Brittany makes herself at home. She peeks inside the boxes,

Slowly making her way to the bed. Behind her, Sam opens the door and observes. 

Brittany doesn’t seem to take any note of this. Before she sits down, Sam places a piece of paper on the bed. He goes back to observing her and seems very troubled.

Brittany lies down on her back. Then, uncomfortable, she rolls over and finds the paper.

Hello! What’s this?

She starts to read 

Chloe re enters with a box of cornflakes

                               Chloe

All we had was …

She stops, slightly unnerved

Whatcha readin’?

                              Brittany

Oh…well at first I thought this was for the project 

But then 

Giggles

It got kinda steamy

Who’s SAM?

Chloe grabs it

Brittany looks apologetic

I’m sorry. I really did think it was for the project.

You know, a love letter between two characters?

I’ll just pretend I never read that 

Pause

He seems nice. 

                          Chloe

Sighs

He’s perfect. 

She sits down on the bed, still shaken

Don’t …uh…touch anything of mine without asking again

, Okay? 

                          Brittany

‘Kay. 

                           Chloe

EVER

                          Brittany

A little weirded out

Okay. 

Chloe looks suspicious 

Seriously. 

                           Chloe

Embarrassed

So …

                            Brittany

Giggles 

Come on! I think it’s great that you have such a loving relationship.

My ex …that’s another story…. let’s just say you’re one lucky gal.
Notices the cereal, grabs it begins eating 

Mmmmm! 

Chews a bit, then with a grimace, spits it out

Ugh! What is this crap?

Look at the box, laughs

I didn’t know Alpo made cereal!

                               Chloe

Looks at the box bewildered

I don’t even have a dog!

Er…sorry about that, Brittany. 

Hands her some bottled water, from under the bed

                             Brittany 

Laughs uproariously, coughing water

That’s the funniest thing that ever …!

Stops laughing suddenly

Hey, Chloe, I’m being serious now 

Do you think it would take a lot of skill to join the circus?

                           Chloe

Uh, why do you ask?

                           Brittany

Well, I kinda told my parents I was running away to join the circus., 

And gosh darn it, I like to follow through.

                             Chloe

Smiles

Well, ah, good luck with that. 

Hey ….so do you want to the project right away?

I mean, we could ……hang out for a while 

Behind them Sam reacts to this

 I have a lot of movies. 

                            Brittany

So I see
Goes into the movie boxes, offhandedly 

.’S okay if I look at these, right?

Chloe doesn’t look so sure, but she doesn’t intervene

Oh, you’re into the classics huh?

Sarcastic

You know, they’ve got this new thing called color now? 

                           Chloe

Plays along

How about sound?

                           Brittany

Um hmm. Seems like they can do anything nowadays.

Picks out a tape with a post-it on it

A favorite, eh?

Reads the title

“Harvey”? What’s that about? Hey, it’s got that guy from the Christmas movie!

 What’s his name? George Bailey!

 Can we watch this?!

                            Chloe

Uncomfortable

No. No. We’d better not.

I mean, we don’t really have to time to hang out, do we?

We’ve got to get to work.

Brittany looks puzzled, 
It’s just; Sam and I watch these movies together. 

It’s our thing. You’d better just leave them alone. 

                             Brittany

Gives her a strange look, but puts the tape back

Sorry
Pause

You know, you’re the first person to have me over since I moved here.

So, uh, thanks. You have a really nice house. 

                       Chloe

Shyly

Well, I don’t really have many people over.

                        Brittany

Giggly

Except Sam.

                         Chloe

Except Sam.

They both look a little embarrassed but smile at each other 

                             Brittany

Suddenly

I have to pee. 

Where can I pee?

                           Chloe

Laughs 

The bathroom would be a good choice.

                        Brittany

I’m gonna need to know where that is though…

                        Chloe

Friendly

Second door on the right.

                        Brittany

Thanks

She exits
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