Bartlett Archer Shappee

I.  Introduction
A. Lady Macbeth from “Macbeth” by William Shakespear, is an example of the corruption produced by love.

B. Love’s corruption can be seen in William Williams’ “Love Song”.

C. Lady Macbeth love for her husband leads to her corruption and actions which lead to the horrible events related to in “Love Song”. 
II. The actions of Lady Macbeth were sparked by her love for her husband.
1. After Lady Macbeth initial reading of Macbeth’s letter, her first thoughts were of her husbands happiness and how it had to be achieved. 

a. “Love for him is in Fact her guiding passion. She sees that he covets the throne – that his happiness is wrapped up in the hope of being a king and her part is accordingly taken without hesitation.”B
b. Through her love she 

2. Lady Macbeths realization of the fastest path to Macbeth’s goals/dreams expressed in the letter, through love was currputing their morals and actions.
a. “my dearest partner of greatness, that thou mighttest not lose the dues of rejoicing, by being ignoratnt of what greatness is promis thee Lay it to thy heart …. To catch the nearest way”

b. “With the blindness of affection. She persuades herself that he is full of the milk of human kindness and that he would 
c.  “ ..From this time / Such I account thy love. Art thou affread / To be the same in thine own act and valor / As thou art in desire”

III. The effects of loves corruption as presented in both “Love Song” and as well as acted out in Macbeth are and inhuman horrible.

1. The devastation of love’s corruption are presented in “Love Song”
2. The extent of love’s corruption is seen through Macbeth and Lady Macbeths actions in the murder of 

3. Because of Lady Macbeths love for Macbeth, she would commit the most haness crime if promised to Macbeth.
a. “How tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me / I would, while it was smilling in my face, / Have plucked my nipple from his boneless gums/ And bashed the brains out, had I so sworn as you / Have done this”
IV. The colors of love though contrast from “Love Song” to “Macbeth” carry the same connotation.
a. “Yellow, yellow, yellow

it eats into the leaves,

smears with saffron

the horned branched the lean”

b. “that drips from leaf to leaf

and limb to limb

spoiling the colors

of the whole world -“

V. Leaving a stain forever, the power of love’s currption changes a person forever.
a. “the stain of love

is upon the world!”(Williams ln. 2-3)C
b.  Love is a plaque infested upon the world.
VI. 

“Love Song”

by: William Williams 

I lie here thinking of you –

the stain of love

is upon the world!

Yellow, yellow, yellow

it eats into the leaves,

smears with saffron

the horned branched the lean

heavily

against a smooth purple sky!

There is no light

only a honey-thick stain

that drips from leaf to leaf

and limb to limb

spoiling the colors

of the whole world –

you far off there under

the wine-red selvage of the west
