WHEN LIGHT IS CONQUERRED BY DARKNESS

Judges 13-16


The Bible tells us that as we believe and follow Jesus Christ, who is the light, of the world, we have become lights of the world “Mat 5:14.” As we follow the Lord Jesus, we shall not walk in darkness, and shall have the light of life (John 8:12). More than that our path will be like the light of dawn “that shines brighter and brighter until the full day” (Prov. 4:18). The question we will answer today from God’s Word is, “how come many believers are not shining and worse, they seemed to have been conquered by darkness?” Let us turn our Bibles to Judges 16 and we will, through the life of Samson,” learn three things, namely – 

1. Reasons why the Darkness conquered the Light (Judge 14:1-16:20)

2. Results when Darkness conquered the Light (Judges 16:21-27)

3. Redemption when Darkness conquered the Light (Judges 16:28-31)

Why Study Samson? In the Book of Judges, there were two most prominent Judges, namely Gideon and Samson, 3 chapters were devoted to Gideon but 4 chapters to Samson. Samson was a very INTRIGUING CHARACTER to study, he was physically strong but he was morally weak. If Solomon was the WISEST FOOL, Samson was the STRONGEST FOOL. But why Samson? And what can we learn from him? There are many spiritual similarities between Samson, the Israelites and the followers of Jesus Christ. 

1. Like Israel, Samson was born by special divine providence. Israel’s origin was traceable to BARREN WIVES, namely – Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel Samson came from a couple, the wife of which was barren (13:2-3). We too are born by special providence, remember John 1:11-13; 3:3

2. Like Israel, Samson had a calling from God. Even before Isaac and Jacob were born, their birth from barren mothers were already prophesied. They will be blessed like their father Abraham, and through them ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH WILL BE BLESSED, their descendants who are later called Israelites, like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob BELONG TO GOD, and WILL LIVE FOR GOD. As a sign of that covenant relationship, Israelites were circumcised, “In the promised land, Israel God’s chosen people are called to be God’s army and loyal citizens of God’s emerging kingdom” (NIVSB, 325). 

Samson, Like Israel, had a calling from God even from the womb (13:4-5, 14), His birth did not come by accident, it was providential. From his annunciation, we know that He would be a Nazirite to God from birth (13:5a) until his death (13:7), SEPARATED or DEDICATED. He will deliver Israel from Philistines, their lords for forty years (13:5b,1). As a sign of that, no razor may be used on his head (13:5). No wonder, her mother named him Samson, His name was derived from a Hebrew word which means, SUN or BRIGHTNESS Samson would be a shining hope to God’s people who were experiencing oppression from their enemies in his time. 

We too according to 2Pet 1:9 are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession that we may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.” We have a calling to become ambassadors of the Lord in our world (2Cor 5:17-20), As a sign we are baptized. 

3. Like Israel, Samson was blessed by God (13:24). Although a small nation. Israel defeated nations much larger, more equipped and experienced in warfare than them. Imagine under Joshua, Israel defeated at least 31 kingdoms (Josh 12). The secret of Israel’s UNIQUENESS, STRENGTH and VICTORY was the fact that God was present in their midst. He went before them and fought with them. God’s Spirit enabled men to accomplish feats of victory in the Lord’s holy war against the powers that threatened His kingdom.

Samson was blessed by God (13:24). His best-known blessing was his superhuman strength. Many have attributed Samson’s strength to his long uncut hair, it has basis by the way (see 16:9, 15-19). However, like Israel, it was the Spirit of God who was the real source of his strength (13:25; cf. Judge. 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 1Sam 11:6-11; 16:13; also Num 11:25-29; 24:2; 1Sam 10:6,10; and of course, Zech 4:6; 1John 4:4). As a results of the Spirit’s empowering Samson was able to tear a young lion with bare hand (14:5-6), he killed 30 Philistines (14:19) and he was able to get our bondage (15:14).

We too are richly blessed by God (Eph 1:3; 1Pet 1:3-5). And one of our greatest blessings in Christ is the gift of the Holy Spirit. The same Spirit who was giving Samson His strength was poured out on the church (Acts 2) to empower the people of God to become witnesses and lights of Jesus to the world. 

IN SUMMARY, as long as Samson, Israel, and Us are faithful to God’s calling, we will be UNDEFEATABLE, No foe, no matter how strong, could defeat us. No wonder God’s people of old can declare like Psalm 27: 1-3.


The Lord is my light and my salvation: Whom shall I fear? 


The Lord is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread? 

When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, 

My adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. 

Though a host encamp against me, My heart will not fear; 

Though war rise against me, I shall still be confident. 


However in chapter 16:21-25, we hear the bad news, Samson was DEFEATED BY HIS ENEMIES, how come, SAMSON, the man consecrated to God from the womb, the anointed deliverer of God, the man who had superhuman strength, was treaded down by his enemies? How come many SAMSONS in our day, who have consecrated themselves to the Lord, who are gifted by God with gifts and opportunities are now wallowing in the mud of DEFEAT? How come instead of becoming VICTORS IN CHRIST, they are LOOSERS?

I. THE REASONS WHY LIGHT IS OVERTAKEN BY DARKNESS (Judges 16:1-20)

A. WE ARE MISFOCUSED (Judges 14:1-7; 16:1-4) – “Then Samson went down to Timnah and SAW A WOMAN IN TIMNAH, one of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her former a wife.” Later in v. 7 we read “So Samson went down and talked in the woman, and SHE WAS RIGHT IN SAMSON EYES.” What was wrong with SEEING A WOMAN? 

1. Take note of the response of Samson’s parents in Judges 14:3. Is there no woman among the daughters of your relatives, or among our people, that you go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” The hesitancy of his parents were understandable (see Gen 26:35; 27:46; 28:1); also Ex 34:11, 16; Dt 7:1,3). “The eye is not satisfied with seeing, Nor is the ear filled with hearing” (Ecc 1:8).

2. Take note of the consequence. The woman of Timnas was given to his bestman (Jud 11:20), which enraged Samson, and led him to catch 300 foxes and used them to burn the standing grains, along with the vinerdas and groves of the Philistines. They in turn burned the woman and her father (Judges 15:1-7).

Maybe, there is nothing wrong with seeing tempting situations but when you look again, or you turn around and come back again, our eyes will lead us to want inside and then do something which we would regret later on, James wrote – 

But each one is TEMPTED when he is CARRIED AWAY and ENTICED by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished it brings forth death. (James 1:14-15). 


But Samson did not learn from this, in Judges 16:1, we read again, “Now Samson went to Gaza, and SAW A HARLOT THERE, and he went in to her” (16:1), This will not be the last in Judges 16:4, he would see and fall in love again to a Philistine. Warning, unless WE REPENT, that is radically change our perspective and turn around from our wrong lifestyle we remain entrapped in the domain of darkness. 

B. WE TAKE OUR RESPONSIBILITIES FOR GRANTED (Judges 14:8-9). Samson knew that he was a special person, with special endowment from God. He also knew the responsibilities that went with them (Judges 13:2-25; cf. 16:17). However, in 14:8-9, on his way back he looked at the carcass of the lion that he killed, and behold there was a swarm of bees and honey were in the body of the lion. You know what he did? “He scraped the honey into his hand and went on, eating as he went… he gave some to his father and mother, and they ate it; but he did not tell them that he had scraped the honey out of the body of the lion.” What was wrong with it?

God generally forbade Israel to eat of unclean things. The angel of the Lord specifically forbade both the mother not to eat unclean thing (Judges 13:4,7,14). Samson did not just violate God’s law, he even made his parents sin without them knowing. 

A story is told that a huge tree was not put down by severe rains and storms, but to surprise or many, one sunny day it just fell. When they examined the inside, it was destroyed slowly by small insects eating the trunk. Small sins may appear harmless, but it is they that can blind the eyes! Don’t think that because of God did not do anything it is alright our God is simply patient, wanting us to get rid of it ourselves, than He dong it to our pain. 

C. WE ARE PLAYING WITH ENEMIES (Judges 14:8-18; 15:1-8; 16:1-15) – Samson knew that he was special (Judges 13:2-24) and he knew he was strong (Judges 13:25; 14:6). However, instead of using them to serve the Lord and His people, he used them to play with the Philistines. He did it several times – 

1. During the wedding he propounded a riddle and gave the people 7 days to solve, if they did, he would give them 30 changes of clothes, but if they lost, they would give Samson 30 changes of clothes. He even used his sin as the context of the riddle. What were the results? The wedding, which should have been festive became TENSED and TREATHENING (14:15), instead of the bride rejoicing, she was weeping (14:16), you know how long? Seven days (14:16-18). Of course the Spirit of the Lord helped Samson fulfill his obligation (14:19). But looked at the further consequences, after Samson went to his house, the father gave the bride to the bestman as a wife. This enraged Samson, and he burned the standing grain, vineyards and groves of the Philistines, who in turned burned the girl and her father. After which Samson took revenge and struck the Philistines ruthlessly with great slaughter (15:6-8).

2. In Judges 16:1-3, he played games with the Philistines gain, he went to Gaza and stayed with a harlot, the Philistines surrounded him and waited for him silently all night at the gate of the city, they were planning to kill him in the morning. But at midnight, Samson arose and took hold of the doors of the city gate and the two posts and carried them up to the top of the mopuntain which is opposite Hebron. 

3. The third time, he fell in love with Delilah, who was promised money for betraying Samson, Delilah inquired from Samson, “she bound him with 7 fresh cords” and gave the signal, but his strength was not discovered. Delilah again inquired from Samson, she even accused him of deceiving and lying to him. Samson told her that if he is bound tightly with new ropes which have not been used, he would become weak. Delilah did it and bound him and gave the signal, but again Samson snapped the ropes. And for the third time, Delilah accused him of lying to him, and Samson told him another way to make him weak. Samson was really enjoying his games. And again for the third time, he awoke and freed himself. 

“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed, lest he fall.” (1Cor 10:12)

D. WE SUCCUMB TO PRESSURES (Judge 16:15-17). Like in the other dialogues, Delilah accused Samson of deceiving her about the source of his strength. TAKE NOTE, the name Delilah meant NIGHT or DARKNESS, and the name SAMSON, is related to the word for SUN or LIGHT. So we see that in three round the darkness was not able to overtake light. But in Judge 16:16-20, the darkness prevailed – How? We read in vv. 16-17,

And it came about when she pressed him DAILY with HER WORDS and urged him, this his soul was ANNOYED (lit, impatient to the point of) to death. So he told her all that was in her heart. 


If you will recall this was the same strategy that the woman of Timnah used also earlier in Judge 14:17. “However, she wept before him seven days while the feast lasted. And it came about in the seventh day that he told her because she pressed him so hard.” Samson, because he was in the domain of darkness, did not have the moral strength to do what was right, he succumbed to the pressure. Is there a way out? Of course there is (1Cor 10:13)

Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded… James 4:7-8.

Illustrations – Joseph in Gen. 39:7-12

If God has already given you yellow or moreso, red signals, slow down and stop already. If not you will surely be courting troubles… You may get away with it for sometime, but not all the time. If you smell or sense something FISHY already, let us ACT DECISIVELY, CUT THE LINE OF CONTACT WITH THE SOURCE OF TEMPTATION, or else we will slip down into sin. If we rationalize and wait, it may be too late. BE WARNED, God is not mocked, like Samson, you will surely reap what you are sowing. 

II. THE RESULTS WHEN LIGHT IS OVERTAKEN BY DARKNESS (Judge 16:18-27)

A. THE LORD WILL DEPART FROM US. Judge 16:20 “But Samson did not know that the Lord had departed from him!” (cf. Num 14:41-45; Josh 7:12; 1Sam 11:5; vs. 16:14; 18:12; 28:15). The Source of Samson’s protection and strength was the Lord, apart from Him, Samson could do nothing. 


But pastor in the NT, the Lord does not leave us nor forsake us. That is true. But when we are sinning, He is grieved (Eph 4:30). What happens when the Spirit is grieved, yes He does not depart but He serves another role. What role?

But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; Therefore He turned Himself to become their enemy, He fought against them! (Isaiah 63:10).


Is the Lord your friend or enemy these days? 

B. THE LORD WILL LET OUR ENEMIES TO OVERCOME US – “The Philistines seized him and GOUGED OUT HIS EYES, and they brought him to Gaza and bound him with bronze chains, and he was a grinder in the prison” (16:21). I want us to take note of the following observations – 


The flaw or opening in Samson’s life for the enemy was his EYES. They were taken out of him. According to the Bible, there are three possible openings where the enemy will his us, namely – “lust of the eyes,” lust of the flesh” and the pride of life (1John 2:15-17). We need to examine ourselves whether or not our enemy has a foothold in any of those area. 

1. Samson ceased being a servant of the Lord; he became servant of the Philistines, grinding for them in prison. Samson ceased from being a deliverer, He could not even deliver himself. 

2. Samson in vv. 23-25, ceased from being a threat to God’s enemies, he has become a treat or an entertainment to about 3,000. Philistines who were amused because of him. Worse, DAGON, and not the Lord, was given praise and honor in what happened (16:23-25). 

APPLICATION – Samson paid the pleasures of his sins with painful and shameful defeat in the hands of his enemies. 

Of course, when you are a Christian, the Holy Spirit resides in you permanently, but when you PERMIT TEMPTATION, PLAY WITH IT, and later are PRESSED BY IT, God’s Spirit will be grieved and quenched, even if He is there, you will feel as if He’s no longer there! REMEMBER David when He sinned? (Psalm 51:8-9,11).

III. HOW THOSE OVERTAKEN BY DARKNESS ARE REDEEMED (Judge 16:28-31)

However, despite all these, Samson’s story was not finished yet, from 16:28-31 it had a continuation – there was redemption. How did it happen? 

A.  THE LORD REMEMBERED HIM – 16:28-29. SAMSON CALLED TO THE LORD. This was not the first time Samson did it, in Judge 15:17-19, after he fought the Philistines, he became thirsty, and HE CALLED ON THE LORD, In response, GOD SPLIT THE HOLLOW PLACE SO THAT WATER CAME OUT. When he drank his strength returned and he revived, Will God answer him again despite the blunders he had committed? 


This poor man cried and the Lord heard him, 



and saved him out of al his troubles. (Psalm 34:6)


The Lord is near to the broken hearted, 



and saves those who are crushed in the spirit (Psalm 34:18)


But pastor, he died with the Philistines? Take note, “What His prayer request?” 


O Lord God, please REMEMBER ME, JUST THIS TIME, O God, 


that I may at once be avenged of the Philistines for my two years.. 


Let me die with the Philistines!


To remember does not mean God has forgotten Samson. The fact was in his escapades with the women, Samson had forgotten God but God will not forget him. When he called to Him, God REMEBERED him. 

1. Noah: Gen 8:1 – God caused the flood to subside 

2. Abraham: Gen. 19:29 – God brought Lot our of Sodom 

3. Israelites: Ex. 2:24 – God would deliver them thru Moses

4. Hannah: 1Sam 1:19 – Lord gave Hannah a child 

5. Thief: Lk 23:42-43 – Lord brought him with Him in Paradise. 

Samson may not have even have the best of motivation, but from the story we know God answered His prayer. 

APPLICATION – If you have been born again, yes you may fall into temptation and sin. You will be miserable like Samson, God, like a CONCERNED FATHER and SHEPHERED, will chastise you with His rod and His staff, yet HE will never desert you, nor forsake you, when you call un Him… HE WILL ANSWER YOU!

B. THE LORD STILL USED HIM (16:30-31) – Despite Samson’s weaknesses, his fall and his consequent vindictiveness we read in verses 30 – 31 two positive comments – 

1. HE was still able to function as deliver, he killed 3000 of God’s enemies. In fact, in his death he killed more than when he was alive. 

2. HE judged Israel twenty years. That means during those times, Israel, had occasional reliefs from bondage because of Samson. The Lord can use even the sinful to accomplish His purpose and bring praise to His name (see Gen. 45:8 50:20; 2Ch 25:20; Ac 2:23; 4:28; Ro 8:28-29, NIVSB, 351)

CONCLUSION: The Bible is truly inspired and reliable, it will not fail to state even that which is not positive. However, being inspired it is PROFITABLE, in this case 3 ways – 

1. IF, WE ARE NOT WATCHFUL, WE CAN BE OVERTAKEN BY DARKNESS, 

“Take heed that you stand lest you fall.”

A. WE CAN BE MISFOCUSED – Guard our EYES (Ambition and Passion)

B. WE CAN TAKE OUR RESPONSIBILITIES LIGHTLY, we allow the little sins in our lives to entice us and dictate the course of our lives. 

C. WE CAN PLAY WITH OUR ENEMIES UNKNOWINGLY, 

Watch out the company you take, your hobbies and pre-occupation

You may be in the field of the enemy rather than God. 

D. WE CAN SUCCUMB TO TEMPTATIONS

We should always pray, remain spiritually fit and consult godly people. 

Don’t use the excuse that you are active in church, and the Lord is using you. The Lord could use even Satan to achieve His divine purpose. TAKE HEED… GUARD yourself if and don’t take chances – 


The closer you are drawn to the Lord, the father you’ll be from the world

The closer you draw yourself to the world, the more difficult it is to come near the Lord. CHOOSE TODAY, whom you will serve or please the World (ruled by darkness), or the Lord (being Light can dispel away darkness)

God’s strength behind you and His arms beneath you are all you need for the task before you. (ODB, August 9, 1978)

2. SAMSON REMINDS US OF GOD’S LONG-SUFFERING AND CEASELESS LOVE (10:16). As the Lord has taken heed and answered the prayer of stubborn and unfaithful Israel. He did the same to Samson. He remembered Him and still used Him. We may be unfaithful to God our love for Him may wane but He remains faithful to us, His love for us endures forever! So even if we have fallen, why not like the prodigal son, RETURN to His loving embrace and experience His favor again. 

3. SAMSON POINTS US TO A PERFECT LIGHT. Samson was supposed to be a Savior, Deliver, a bright light to his nation, But because of a flaw in his character, which he allowed to dominate his life and actions, he was not able to fully serve His purpose. 

However, because of God’s love, God sent another SAMSON/LIGHT…. 

a. Like Samson and Israel, Jesus was born from special providence of God, from a VIRGIN. His birth was prophesied through the angel of the Lord

b. Like Samson and Israel, He was consecrated to God and called by God, 


He obeyed perfectly unto death.

c. Like Samson and Israel, Jesus was blessed by God, His strength was not because of anything physical, nor in his long uncut hair. HE was born in weak human flesh, yet He did not PERMIT TEMPTATION TO MANIPULATE HIM, He did not PLAY with TEMPTATION, and was not PRESSURED by TEMPTATION. Even unto death he trusted and obeyed His Heavenly Father

No wonder God blessed Him and exalted Him and given Him the name which is above Samson and every other name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil 2:9-11).




Invitation – John 8:12 and Heb 12:2 

LAY ASIDE every encumbrance and the sin, which easily entangles us, LET US RUN the race set before us with perseverance. As long as have them, you permit the ENEMY to have control over you, As long as you play with TEMPTATION, and let it OPPRESS you, you will not have PEACE, like Samson, you’ll FAIL!


Prov. 28:13; Turn away from Sin, and Go back to God. 


Like a Father, He’s waiting for you with open arms!

FIX our eyes, not on Samson, nor today’s Samson, but FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS, the author and perfected of faith… Having been made perfect, HE BECAME TO ALL THOSE WHO OBEY HIM the source of ETERNAL SALVATION (Heb 4:9)

