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Every son of Islam must gain a victory from a devil. Four victories,

and the son will attain his reward. ’
—from Secret R:tual,

by Wallace D. Fard?

2001
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+ Fard, who taught his followers that Allah would automatically
‘accept the soul of any nonwhite who murdered four Christians or
;Caucasians,u became persona non grata in Detroit after a trial
istemming from one of the most bizarre homicides in American his-
'tory

On November 20, 1932, police discovered that a member of the
Allah Temple of Islam had murdered one of his boarders on a
makeshift altar in the living room of his home.2* Shortly before
noon, as his children and eight Black Muslim witnesses watched,
Robert Karriem (like Elijah Karriem, he had received his name
from Fard) ordered James Smith to lie on the altar, which was
‘nothing more than a heavy oak table covered by a white sheet.
‘Smith lay down, but suddenly had a change of mind. When he tried
‘to get up, Robert Karriem pulled part of a car’s axle from beneath
F_thc sheet and struck Smith in the head, rendering him unconscious.
‘As blood flowed from Smith’s wound, Robert Karriem’s children
yelled and screamed in horror.
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- ROBERT
“This man was sacrificed at the
will of Heaven,” told po-
ilce. (Times pioctures.)

L ILTAR SCENE

OF HUMAN
SRCRIFIGE

Woman Watches Mate Hit
Roomer With Axle, Put
Silver Knife in His Heart

One hundred f[ollowers of a
negro cult leader, who 1s held
for a human sacrifice on a crude
altar in his home, were being
rounded up today by police for
questioning.

The self-styled king of the

Order of 1slam 18 Robert Harrs,

44, of 1429 Dubnis street. The vie-
tim, whom he admita bludgeoning

with an automoblle axle and stab

bing with a silver knife through
the heart. was Jamex J, Smith, 40
negrn, roomer In the Harris homa,

The cult leaderit’'a wife, who
walched the ghastly nite pollce
sald, also is held

The murdered Renny Fivangelista

i likewlse wasz a, cult leader and po-

lice saw a mark of similarity In
Lthis “sacrifice” and (he s=laving of
' Evangelista. his wife and their four
children

L]

|

BOTH WERF BEATEN

'In both murders the victims sere
beaten 1n death. The Evangelista
family 1s thought tn %ave been
slain by the leader of another fa
natical religious cult. and the anly
clue left by the murderer was half
a thumbprint on a weapon

The print {8 1o he compared 1n-
day with those found on the silver

knife. Harris' wife. Dortha. 1s held
far investigation He is charged
with murder

Vondoo mysticisrn permeated the
self-crowned King » tnnfession
after his arrest

“1 am king of the Order of
islam,” he said. “This man was

uacrif!czd at the will of heaven
I had & visltation that xaid ‘at 8
n'clock an Infidel shall die with a
knife In his heart.'"”

“It was predestined 1500 years
agn that at that hour I must make
s human sacrifice to my gods”
he continued. *“It must not he n
member of the Order of islam,
hut some stranger—the first per
son 1 met after leaving my home

“"ORDER OF GODS"

“Thi=' how fortunate 1t was
fmith eame back at that hour!
Otherwlse | might not have heen
ahle to carry out the order of my
gods. That knife was 1500 years
nld. God help the men
moved it!"”

Asked if he had heen an the

list, the "king"' tephed

“Certainly not. 1 am the biggest
man in the world today. What
need have 1 for food? The spirits
will feed me whatever | need.”
Detectives questioned him in the
recent murder of Willlam C. Alber
nnemployed carpenter. found beaten

1n death last week. but said they
were convinced he had nnthing to

do with ¥,

who re-

wel
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C 5 ADETECTIVES k
Robert _ , leader n’! a weird calt, mnfouad he kijlled Ja.]p‘ms
J..8Smith on & orndelv rovised ' kltar dt 1429 mﬂmll ‘wkreet-as n
human “sacrifice,” Detectives Oscar Berry and Charles’ W, ‘Bnyder
are shown examining the ¥nife . . - used and the ltrl.nle Bible

of the cult. . '




/23~ 3

| Marked for Death by Cult
- DetRot TimeS|il
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FANATIC PLANNED TO MURDER WOMAN RELIEF WORKER
Gladys Smith, 21-year-old welfare worker for the Elmwood station,
was marked for death by Rabert Harris, negro cult leader, hecause
she cut his name from the welfare rolls, Harris’ confession revealed,
The girl was to have died in place of James J. Smith, who was slain
on a crude altar as a human sacrifice. (This I8 a Times Picture.)
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JSINTIC TREND
OF NEGROES

March of 200 on Welfare
Station Recently Laid
to Influence of ‘Islam’

By James T. Trainor

An ‘“Asiatic’’ (rend among
negro dole recipients of the Elm-
wood Settlement district, noted
at the time as a passing whim,
today came back with horror
to two women welfare workers
on learning the fanatical Robert
Harris had intended them for
human sacrifices as ‘‘Infidels.”

The workers are Miss Gladys
Smith, 21, of 5718 Lawton avenue,
and Mrs. Adele Ivey, 30, negress,
of 1737 McDougall avenue, both of
whom had done welfare work with
the Harris family.

Wide-eyed and horror stricken,
Mrs. Ivey heard Harris' statements
to the police that she was a “no
good Christian” and would have
been sacrificed iIf he knew where
he could have found her. -

“Why should he have wanted to
kill me?" the welfare worker -
asked. “T never did anything to
him. But he must have méant meé |
bedause I was the last one to In-
vestigate the Harris family for
welfare ald. He always seemed

ant, but I _thought him a Mt
tle uinbalanced because of the way
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he talked about the Infidels
perishing and the Dbeys’' taking
over the country.”
WROTE TO KIN
Mrs. Tvey sald she visited the
Harrls family many times.in their
one-rnom home al 1249 Dubols
street, hut saw nn signs of a crude
altar, such as the one on which
"King"” Harris of the “Order of
Islam" sacrificed James J. Smith.
“We discovered the family was
not In Detroit long enough to re-
celve welfare, 80 1 wrote to rela-
tives In Memphis, Tenn.,, and
asked them to care for them. The
relatives told us to send the wife
and children, hut not Harrls, be-
cause he was ton much of a dude.
“Harris didn't seem to bhother.
He sald, ‘The “beys” will take
cara of me.'! He refused to per-
mit his famlly to go to Memphis.”
The first signs of fanaticism be-
came noticealle in Harris, the wel-
fare worker said. about last Spring
when he declded to change from his
“slave name,” Harris, to""Karriem."
“I went to hils house one day
and he lpd four small blue cards,
s, star and erescent on each. He
snld “You see, we are all Mos-
lems now., This government Is
not golng to last and those who
are not members of Islam will all

. perish’.”

Harrls, in his cell at poljce head-
quarters, wild-eyed and burning
with fanaticiem, was screaming to
Detective Oscar Berry:

“Mrs. Ivory! It's lucky for her!
That infidel Christian! She pounds
a typewriter too well. .She is fo0
clever, too smart. It's lucky for
her and that other one, too.” .

The “other one” is Miss Smith, an
attractive blonde, who also at-
tempted to bring rellef to the pov-
erty-stricken family of the “king”
and “‘queen” ofae-Order of Islam.

7
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| VOODOOISM WAVE

l Miss Smith said she dealt with
[ the family before Harris went
“Asiatie."”

i She told of the wave of voodoo-
i ism that recently has swept the
}
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Elmwood welfare section, of the
sudden appearance of the fez on
negro heads, of the wild talk of
“infidels" perishing and the “faith-
ful'" being saved,

“I discovered many followers of
what they called Islam,” Miss

‘ Smith said.
—i—% “There was one client named
Joseph Sparks who changed his
name to Bey." I asked him why
and he said ‘Sparks was my slave
name. I can prove from records
1,500 years old that my free name
is Joseph Bey.’ He sald a ship
was coming from Asla to o
away the faithful and all oth !
would die in- a terrible war or
l some other disaster. -

“] asked him how he would
know when the ship was coming
; and he sald, ‘Pleces of paper will
i fall from an alrplane. It will be

| our warning to get ready for the
——'—9 coming of the ship'.”

The followers of “Islam” seemed

| to have a childlike faith in thelr

i newly embraced relgicm. the wel-
fare worker said Ithough she
never noticed their beliefa even bor-
dered on the violant.

Miss Smith paled on hearing she
was one of the intended sacrificial
offerings of "“"XKing" Harris."

: “It's & good thing it happened
! on Sunday, ore one of us might.
l " have been & vietim,” she said.

-




MEMBERSHIP
This 18 the card one of the Mohammedan cults, whose power is
spreading In FEast Side negro districts, issues to its members,

The problem with telling a lie is that you’ve got to tell another lie
to conceal the first one, and another to hide the last.

—Minister Abraham X,
Nation of Islam,
St. Louis Mosque'
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Also Planned ‘Sacrifice’ 01;
Two Judges and Two Girl §
Welfare Aides, He Says

Sacrifice of a negro roomet
'in his home was, only the humble
beginning of a series of con-
templated “infidel” slayings the :
|“king” of the "Order of Islam,"
irevealed today.

\ The roster of victims for whom
ithe had

“calls,” included Mayor |
i Frank Murphy, Judge Edward J.
|Jel‘l’rlcs and Judge Arthur E, Gor 4
{don “of Recorder's Court, Miss !
{Gladys ‘Smith, 21, and Mrs. Adele
 Ivey, 30, negro, welfare workers. |
| While police rounded up leaders
. and members of the stra..ge cult of
i vood: “ism, with Orlental leanings. |
¢ the seif-styled "king”—Robert Har- '
'ris, 1248 Dubols street—cat In hls

|'cell at police headquarters and
talked freely of the "s.s.crlﬂcee'.' he '
| planned.

BANDAGE OVER EYER

—#0 that he could “see nn evil”™
hear no evil, and touch no evil ™
After vividly describing the saeri-
fice of James J. Smith,
| Adel.” he added: _
“The - gods ordained they all
should go—Mayor Murphy, Gor-
. 'don_and Jeffries, and those wel.
fare workers.”

MURPHY'S “ASSASSIN"

Mayor Murphy thought today he
recognlzed Harrls as the armed
megro arrested in hils apartment on
East Jefferson avenue last Spring,
After writing threatening letters to .
the mayor, but it developed Lhis
man ls in Eloise. However, he was
A member of the same strange cult,
i and called himself "Ahmed Abdul-
lah.” He iz a Mississippi-born ne--
| gro, whose real name is Henry
:James Moaning. He was adjudged
| insane by Probate Court.

Judge Jeffries sald it wasa"'great
surprise and a dublous honor” to
learn he had been marked as a vic-
tim of the "king.” Hils first intima-
I tlon came through the press, he
sald. Judge Gordon is out of the
city.

negro "in-

|is widely practised in Détroit's ne-
gT0 colony ajthougb not in ;urb

- ..

Police learned"the fantastic cult ;..

i

He wore a bmdage over his eyes, |
glovea on his hands and ear muffe |
|
1

]a Violent form as Harris rmplo;ed
|HAS 1,000 MEMBERS

" More than 1,000 negroes are mem-
bers of the Order of Islam here and

- “rtwide that pumber ‘n Chicagn, an .

_; cnrding to Detectlve Oscer Berry

< 3408
-brot.her

|denled the cult practluen human
sacrifices as votive offerings to “the

1
I

I

of the homlcide squad
The order has a headquarters at
Hastlings atreet, Harrin'
Edwnrd tnld police He

goda.”

While Harris raved and refused
¥6 answer questions untll Detective
Barry offered to become a member
of the cult, he Insisted Smith was
|a willin> vietim.

PROMISED HEAVEN

“1 told him 1 tad been com-
manded to kill sgme one by the
Gods of Islam,” Harris said, “At
tirst SBmith didn't want to be
killed, but when 1 showed him he
would be the saviour of the world
and would go to heaven right
away, he sald all right.

“He had fo be killed at noon
Sunday. 1 set a clock in fromt
of the altar where every one
could see It and the ‘quesn,’ my
wife, Bertha, held the clock

“Smith was sitting in a chalr
in front of the altar. As noon
drew near 1 sald, ‘Smith, do you
still want to dle? [ had to ask
that becaun the order com-
manded me not to kill any one
who did not want to be killed.
He nodded, ‘Yes.'

“1 pgrabbed the knife and
stabbed hlm—like this.”
SWIYGS AT DETECTIVE
The ‘1lke this"

of ‘paper for the knife.

“Smith was standing up against
the altar. He groaned so 1 picked
up a rod of lron (the section ot
axle welghing about 73 pounds)
and struck him on the head.”

The prisoner “king” revealed his
| wife was an unwilling witness to
the sacrifice and had to be coerced
Into’ watehing Bmith dle at her hus-
band's fanatical hands. Harris sald
he “whirled her around by the feet
a-few times before .she agreed to
[ hald tha clock.”

was directed at
Lieut. Paul Wencel of the homiclde
squad, posing as the sacriflelal vic-
tim while 8mith substituted & roll |
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Brother Terms Fanatical
Killing Act of One Who
Had Lost Mind ~ ": T

]'mld lhr L]O{‘k' ,'_____ Y . E
The two Harris children, Arsby. . _ ¢
122 and Ruby, 9. were not in the|
house at the time of the sacrifice. |
Harris had sent them to the home |

of their grandmother at 2729 Clin. |

_ton street at & o'clock Sunday

morning. I
BROTHER TELLS OF CULT 1
The brother of the imprisoned .
“king"” described some of the aims

of the Order of Islam
“It is operated by & man from
Morocco, W. D. Fard, our i

teacher," he sald. *“1t ls educa

tional and historical. We learn |
about the black race, which goes l
. back in Its culture 68 trillion
YOArs. 1 {
The “slave” name of Harrls was !
dropped ana Edward sald -heE :
ndopted the "free"” name of Nawab
Pasha and the “king” took that or.f
Karriem when they embraced Islam.
Edward sald he makes a living} 2
picking up what food he can around | |
the public markets.. He Is not on "L
111&"#'6!!;:1 S AW
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00000 KILLER
TRIES T0 FLEE

Man Who Made Human Sac-
rifice Faces Arraignment
and Court Sanity Test

Robert Harris, fanatical negro
who murdered his “infidel”
boarder, James J. Smith,‘ as a
human sacrifice “to appease the
gods and gain immortality for
Smith, will be arraigned Friday
before Judge John A. Boyne on

a formal murder charge,

The judge's appointment of a
jsanity commission to examine
|Harris, and the killer's ultimate re-
moval to an asylum, Is considered
'merely a matter of form by the
ihomlt:ldu squad.

' The pelf-styled "King of Islam*
'hay been In custody since Sunday
‘when he confessed the murder and
|histrionically re-enacted it at pollcoi
| headquarters. |
. Harris made two desperate efforts |
|to escape from a room filled with |
{detectives. while belng quasuoned'
‘last nlght. A diminutive and|
iweaxened little man of 44, halll,r
| phenomenally strong, and |t re—.
quired four husky detectives to hold |
|bim i{n the room. -

.%,

L

I KINGSHIP DERIDED

| ‘The attempted escapes occurred
‘while Harris was being confronted !
'by Eugan All. 32, a negro of 3408 |
| Hastings This address |s
iheadquarlera of a weird religlous.
icult of which Harris Is a member

!and All general secretary. [
{ Harris readily acknowledged All,
as secretary but denled the killer's
title of “king."

“He was just an ordinary mem-
ber,"” All sald *“but I guess he
misinterpreted our teachings. Our
order will not countenance any
| bloodshed untH 1934, when the
! Armageddon war will take place
| to determine whether the Asiatics
! or the Caucasians will have to get
| off this planet.” i
| Both Harrke and AN agreed on |
[the general credo of their cult. It
| was founded by AEEEEE——— V. . l
lF‘ard of the Traymore Hotel, Jeffer- :.
1son an Woodward avenue, two and |
lone-haif years ago.

streel,

R
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HARRIS, CULT SLAY,ER T i Bt et o o
FACES COURT. FRIDAY S5~ il

1day on & warra:nt. cha;rging him
t:"f

| with _mur_dg.r
E hers;ﬁf Sd’élety”'

;,o k hr.:e;t ihe tﬁlen lsa hey 'W:ﬁé‘f
looking for “the place where the
‘sodigty {.was *‘gom%_ ta -hold:; its big]

'order could not be olaiﬁa
#hing Harrls did. ~




00000 SLAVER
DOFS AT 10
YING' BOYNE

_Harrts Tells Judge He Did
"~ Killing Because It Was
Crucifixion Time, Anyway

. With a regal "Okay, Your
E,Hig'.hnvss.” Robert Harris, "voo-
“doo’ king,” doffed his dirty cap
“with & white-gloved hand and

;admitted murder today before
‘Judge John A. Boyne of Rocnrd
er's Court.

Harris was whisked from |
‘Ipolice_heﬂdquartfj_g. to the court |
‘room for arraignment. |
| «1"Mlled & man at 1426 Dubols
street hecause It was crucifixion,
time,” Hdrria told Judge Boyne.
The judge entered a plea of guilty
{ for the negro and held him for ex-
| amination, .

When Harris appeared before |

' the bench wearing his cap the |
| judge asked him to remove WL, 1
SAYS HE{S KING |

“I'm & king and kings take off
‘their hats . for no one,” the negro
repHed.

*Well,” said Ji'dge Boyne, “TI'm
king here and Py asking you to
take it off.” i

“Okay, Your Highness," an- |
swered Harris. “It's immaterial !
¥ll take it off, You gee, the -
kings are all brothers.” :

i

!

gta cut #hozt tils-plirt. sppeuume,

Deteowk Times.

members

. fez caps hearing the insignia of the

. wife of nne of the Imprisoned men.

After admititng the murder, Hap - [ arrest. .

by declaring he iz to make a radio
address When questioned by .Judge
Boyne as 1o the broadcasting sta-
tion. he said

SJust  listen, Your Highness,
and you will hear, But I've gnl to
g0 now because | am hungry.'

Harris has eaten nothing since |
his arrest. five days agao
Five hundred negioes  jammed

the enrridnra of the eourt bullding
“1a witness the arraignment Mot

. were unahble tn gain admitance tn

the altrady crowded courtroom.
NO DISTURBANCE

No disturbance srose despite pn
lice fears of a demonsgtration fol-
lowing appearance al police head- |
qunrtora vesterday of momhorn of |
“The Order of Islam ™ They de-
manded the release nf their hrnlher

Many men in the procession wore

nrder They were led by Lily All,

Informed that her husband could
not be released until his examina-.""
tion  had " been completed the

“woman told the desk sergeant: ., =
“Very well, we'll come back @ |

every day until be Is rl'turned
tau

D-plevctl\.e

il UGN

s.-.-m Oa'cu

gating the murder for which Harris |
ia held, remained at home through-
out the holiday. The protestors de

.B\err} ]
head of the homicide team invest)

manded his home address, but were

. not given it,
ON HUNGER STRIKE
Harris is chargpd with slugging
,James J. Smith, another negro, with
. an automobile axle and completing
| his death with a pocket knife—
. over an improvised altar.

. the gods” and yesterday shook his
| bars and demanded release “only
llong enough to kill some oneelse.’
i He has refused to eat

FK'\ nov 9:6_/ qgg

| a_:ince his |

He has |
. asserted the death was “dictated by .
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100000 KING
GANITY TO Bt
TEaTtD

' Slayer of Human Sacrifice
Ends Hunger Strike After|
His Arraignment

A sanity commission was to
be named today to. examine
lFt":ﬂ:v?rt Harris, negro voodoo‘
“king" and slayer of another
negro as a sacrificial offering
|"“to appease the gods." 1

Judge John P. Scallen of Re-
'corder's Court, before whom the
["king" atood muta yesterday on n|
]charge of slaying James .J. Smith,
|victim of his fanaticism, I8 ex-
‘pected to name the ecommittee of '
{ psychiatrists this morning for lhez
{firest examination of the negro,
| mystie.

Harria probably will he sent to an
'asylum for the criminally insane,
rather than tried for AfArst-degree
murder.

“The king s hungry,” the leader

of the “Order of Islam” remarked |
after returning to his cell from |
arraignment. It waa the first |
time Plarris has asked for food l

since he was arrested last Sun-
day. He has pushed aside food |
> “prepared by devils,”

'HUNGFR TOO GREAT

, Yesterday hunger got the better
'of his regal disdain for the “food r)tl
| devils” and he drank two cups of :
i coffee and ate several sandwiches. |
. The meal seemed to revive the
|sagging splrits of the 'king.”
| Shortly afterward he began pacing |
*hls cell and muttering about des-
'tinles he says he is supposed to
'fulﬂll

' CASE IS STUDIED

Two  psychiatrists, Dr. Louls:
Lipschitz, head of the psychiatry
department of Receiving Hospital. |
rand Dr. David Clark, well-known |
'specialist, have been conducting |
independent studies of the fanatical
‘Harris for the last few days. '5

The doctors made frequent visits |
‘to Harris’ cell while he was at|
police headquarters and after he
had been transferred to the County
Jall. "They refused to classify his
type of mental case becausg of the
fact Judge Scallen will appoint a
commisgion to make studies for the
court,

A\OV-26~ 1934
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