
It has occurred to me that a great injustice plagues the baseball world.  It is not a problem with the greed of the owners, the outlandish salaries of the players, or anything of that sort.  It is a problem that stems far deeper into the core of baseball.  It stems in the hearts of the baseball fan.  This problem has been most made apparent to me upon the loss of the New York Yankees to the Arizona Diamondbacks.  As much as the loss upset me, being a Yankees fan, what upset me more were the cheers I could hear from many houses along the streets of Blacksburg praising the Diamondbacks.  I am sure such shouts of glory emanated from many homes around the country.  To the true Diamondbacks fans I tip my hat and say celebrate your victory.  The thing that bothers me, however, is that ninety percent of the shouts of joy, were not in praise of the Diamondbacks, but for glee that the Yankees lost.


Throughout the entire playoffs, I have seen countless people switch their favorite team from the Athletics, to the Mariners, to the Diamondbacks.  Is it possible that all these people are true fans of all these teams?  No.  They simply fall into the trend that has been sweeping over baseball fans for the past decade (if not even longer).  This trend is what I call the two-favorite-team trend.  Baseball fans tend to like, first, their home team or whatever team is their true favorite, and, second, any team that is playing against the Yankees.  I ask, what have the Yankees done to deserve such negative acclaim?  They have won four of the last six World Series, and played in five of the past six.  Should this earn them condemnation?  This is a great achievement that should earn them praise from all baseball fans alike as a great ball club.  When Mark McGuire broke the home run record, did every non-Cardinal fan put him down?  When Cal Ripken had the most consecutive game record, was he shunned by non-Orioles fans?  Absolutely not.  They were both held with respect for their feats by all baseball fans.  Why then should a great baseball team, with a great history, achieving such a great accomplishment as consecutively winning the World Series, earn the bad guy of the year award?  Injustice I say!


I have heard the retorts that the Yankees buy the championship with their large payroll.  I see the claims that the Yankees are destroying baseball with their constant domination.  I have even heard the outlandish claims that the Yankees cheat their way to victory (mostly by disgruntled Orioles fans).  But the fact is that they are an incredible baseball team composed of many talented players that play wonderfully as a team.  They should be heralded for their accomplishments, not hated for them.  Shame upon those non-Diamondback fans that routed for the demise of the Yankees.  I see that injustice as destroying the heart of baseball, not the Yankees’ victories.

