Greene County 

Within the northern Piedmont area of Virginia is the county of Greene. It has its western

boundary anchored by the Blue Ridge Mountains with sizeable acreage in the 

Shenandoah National Park. This close proximity to the mountains and the park is central to

the history of this county, resulting in more isolation than territory further east  where 

access and commerce were easier. The county has no interstate highways, navigable 

rivers or rail lines. The topography provides magnificent mountain views, farms and 

foothills. 

Origin

Greene County was formed in 1838 by an act of the Virginia General Assembly having previously been a part of Orange County to the East. The prevailing reason for the division was the long time it took for residents nearer the mountains to travel to the county seat of Orange to conduct official business, often a day each way, or more. The county was named for the Revolutionary War hero Nathaniel Greene and, at the time of its formation, a businessman, Robert Stanard, provided land for a court house in the new county. The town and county seat bare his name, Stanardsville.

Size

Greene County is the 5th smallest county in Virginia. It lies south of Madison and north of Albemarle County. It consists of 100,371 acres, 19,000 of which are in the Shenandoah National Park. Sixty six per cent of Greene County is forested.

Population

1990   –   10,297

2000   –   15,244

Trend  -  The growth rate in population was about 4% in the decade prior to the 90’s. In the ten years from 1990 to 2000 the population increased 48%, making Greene the  sixth fastest-growing locality in the state.

Historic and Scenic Interests 

Greene County Courthouse

The Lafayette Hotel

Locust Grove

Blue Ridge School Chapel and Martha Bagby Battle House

Octonia Stone

Stanardsville with many pre Civil War buildings

Gateway to the Shenandoah National Park with access to Skyline Drive off Route 33

Agriculture and Forestal Districts       
Greene County has had an Agriculture and Forestal District program since 1982. This program, authorized by Virginia State Law, allows agriculture and forested lands to be placed into districts that commit the land to remaining in its current farming/forested state, but only for a set period of time -  ten years in the case of Greene. There are currently nine Districts in Greene County and the change in land under this program is as follows:

1982 -  25,315 acres (when program started).

2001     -  14,724 acres( A 42 % drop in acreage in 28 years).

Perspective  

The county of Greene is in transition. From a rural county with farms, few businesses, and no significant industry two decades ago, things are dramatically changing. From 1982 to 1997 the amount of farmland has been reduced by the 48% increase in county residents in the past ten years. Some “clean industry” has moved in and businesses are on the increase in concert with the increasing population. This is being largely driven by the growth in Charlottesville and the cheaper land costs in Greene County compared to Albemarle County.

The increasing population demands more resources from the county -  fire, rescue, water, sewer and schools - which are not fully paid for by the taxes derived from the new residences. Studies have shown that every dollar of tax received from a new residence cost a jurisdiction from $1.27 to $1.65 in expenditures while every dollar from agriculture land costs the county only $0.16  to $.25 in expenditure. Maintaining farms, forests and open space in the county not only lessens the demands on tax revenues, it provides the essential elements in maintaining the scenic and rural character of the area that is so attractive to citizens and tourists.  Achieving a balance of farms and forests, residences and businesses that provide jobs and tax income is the challenge of the future in Greene County.

