that is until a messenger from heaven descended and demanded the gate opened. Inside were the heretics in red-hot sepulchers. The travelers continued into the first ring of the seventh circle, where violence is punished. The first ring held the murderers and tyrants, the second ring was the forest of self-murderers, and the third ring was the blasphemers, sodomites, and usurers. Virgil then called for the beast Geryon to take them down to the eighth circle. In the eighth circle is where fraud was punished, also where Malebolge was located. Malebolge was made of ten enclosures each a different kind of fraud. The first Dante saw was the fraudulent in love, they were naked and being whipped by demons. In the second room the flatterers were mired in a stew of human faces. In the third, the simonists were punished by being stuck upside down in a rock with their feet on fire. In the fourth, diviners, astrologers, and magicians were punished by having their heads on backward. In the fifth, barrators were flung into a hot pitch and were guarded by devils. Hypocrites were forced to wear heavy lead robes in he sixth. In room seven thieves were bitten by serpents and were turned into serpents too. In the next room fraudulent counselors were set on fire. In the ninth circle Dante was horrified by the gore of which the scandalists and schemeists were maimed by a devil with a sword. In the tenth pouch were the falsifiers. Falsifiers of metal were plagued by disease, such as leprosy. Impersonators, counterfeiters, and liars were driven insane. In the ninth circle Dante heard a loud beagle blast and was confronted with what he thought towers. These “towers” turned out to be a number of giants who rebelled against the Olympians. One giant helped the travelers into the ninth circle. In the first ring of the ninth circle Dante saw traitors against kin, frozen in ice. In the second ring he saw betrayers of party and homeland, even deeper in the ice. In the third ring Dante learned that a soul can still be in hell while the body is still on earth. In the fourth ring traitor against benefactors were totally covered in ice. Finally, at the bottom 

  1292 – Writes the Vita Nuova

1294 – He meets Charles Martel, King of Hungary. Dante recounts their meeting in Paradiso 

1310 – Dante addresses an epistle to Henry of Luxembourg.                                                                 1313 – Death of Henry, birth of Giovanni Boccaccio.                                                                       1314 – Publication of Inferno.                                                   1315 – Dante moves to Verona and works on Purgatorio and Paradiso.                                                1319 – Dante Moves to Ravenna.                                  1321 – Dante falls ill when he returns from Venice, and dies on September 13th or 14th.
Literary Criticisms: 
Gallagher, Joseph. To Hell and Back with                   Dante. Luguori: Triumph Books, 1995

The Inferno

By: Dante Alighieri

Tyler Gray

Jodi Hilton

Summer McLennan

Matt Van Brunt

[image: image1.wmf]
Ms. Murphy’s 

2nd Period

CP English

The Story:


The Inferno is the first book in a trilogy, called the Divine Comedy. It follows Dante’s trip from Earth to Hell, up the mountain of Purgatorio, and ending in paradise, Heaven.


The Book begins with Dante, lost in a metaphorical valley, his sin, wandering aimlessly. He is following a path to the mountain Purgatorio but is blocked by three beasts, each representing a different form of sin. When Dante turns back in fright he meets his guide throughout the trip, Virgil. Virgil takes Dante through the space outside hell where the neutral spirits reside and neither Heaven nor Hell will receive them. They cross the river, Acheron, and the boatman Charon takes them across the river Styx, into Limbo. Spirits in Limbo are great poets and philosophers who are virtuous non-Christians. They lead a gently sad life, and when Dante arrives they accept him as an equal. This is where his guide, Virgil, is from. Dante and Virgil then pass into the second circle of hell, where the lustful sinners are kept and endlessly blown around in a great wind, and are watched over by the great demon Minos. The duo then arrive in the third circle, where the gluttons are punished by being mired in a puddle of mud while rain falls on their heads, while Cerberus, the three headed demon dog, watches over them. In the fourth circle the avaricious and the prodigal rolled weights back and forth and berating each other because of their sins. Then came the river Styx, where the sullen and wrathful were tormented. The wrathful fought in the water and the sullen sank. The boatman Phleygas took them across safely, although Dante got attacked along the way. The two poets then found themselves at the city of Dis. The demons inside stopped the Poets from coming inside the gates,      

of Hell Dante saw a gigantic figure of Lucifer who, grounded up Judas, Brutus, and Cassius in its three mouths. Virgil and Dante climbed Lucifer all the way through the center of the earth and to the other side where they finally emerged at the base of Mt. Purgatorio.

Influences:

“There are said to be more books written about the Divine Comedy than about any other single work of literature.” (Freccero, To Hell and Back)

Dante wrote the “Divine Comedy,” which includes “The Inferno,” during the second half of the thirteenth century. His epic poem was influenced by many factors, but also has influenced society after its release.

How has it been influenced? Well, for one thing, the reader finds many references to people and situations in Florence, Italy. Dante was born and lived in Florence for many years until he was exiled. This exile was because of his involvement in a war between the Guelphs and the Ghibellines (two political groups). Dante was never able to return to his beloved Florence and “The Inferno” seems to be an outlet for his bitterness. After all, as Dante descends through the each circle of Hell, he finds many Florentines (mostly opponents) suffering from every kind of torture. He also finds many priests of the Catholic Church (which was very corrupt and on the opposing political parties side). Dante also borrows monsters and characters from other authors. These authors include Aristophanes (The Clouds), Homer (The Iliad and The Odyssey), and Virgil (Aeneid). He also refers to the Bible fifty times and alludes to it hundreds of times.

“The Inferno” has also influenced society in many ways. It has become a classic and influenced many different areas including the arts. Dante’s unique view of Hell has inspired writers and directors to make amazing movies such as “What Dreams May Come” and “The Ninth Gate.” It has also inspired other novels such as “Heart of Darkness.” Auguste Rodin sculpted a statue called “The Thinker” that was based off of Dante. Peter Tchaikovsky composed an entire piece called “Francesca de Rimini” that is based off of one of the Canto’s in Dante’s epic poem. From this same Canto, Sergei Rachmaninoff wrote an entire opera. Franz Liszt also composed two songs called “Dante Symphony” and “Dante Sonata.” Dante also brought about a new style of rhyming called a triple rhyme structure that hardly anyone can even hope to mimic. This has brought many difficulties in translating the piece from Italian to English, because of the unique rhyming scheme. There have been over one hundred translations of this one book.

Dante wrote his books as an argument against the corruption in Florence and where we would all end up if we continued the bloodshed. He wanted to make an impression on a city instead made an impression on the world. Dante is truly one of the best authors to have ever lived and a genius of his time. His words will continue to inspire us in many ways and serve as a warning of what could happen if we give way to sin.

Timeline:

1265 – Dante is Born, probably May 29                     1274 – First meets, and falls in love with Beatrice Portinari.                                                                           1283 – Dante’s Father dies. Dante marries Gemma Donati with whom he has four children.                           1289 – Participates as a cavalryman in the battle of Campaldino.                                                                          1290 – Death of Beatririce .                                                    1295 – Joins the Guild of the Apothecaries to enter public life.                                                                                 1300 – Dante is one of the six highest magistrates in Florence for two months. Boniface VIII proclaims the Jubilee Year                                                                                 1301 – Dante is sent to Rome as an envoy to Pope Boniface VIII.                                                                                1302 – The Black Guelfs seize power in Florence. Dante is banished first for two years, then later that year, forever.                                                                                        1304 – Birth of Petrarch, he also writes De Vulgari Eloquenta.                                                                        1306 – Probably the year he stars the Comedy.           
