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OCTOBER MEETING! 
 

The October DELARA meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, October 19th at 7:30 P.M. at the Tri-Twp 

Fire Dept. meeting room. 

 

At this month’s meeting, we will be having our 
annual “precious equipment” exchange, and more! Read 

Vern’s article below for details. 

 
 

  

THE PRES SEZ: by Vern Kollas, 

KC8YOH 

 

Good evening to all!!  Here it is, the evening 
before my article is due.  It seems as though every time I 

try to get this done ahead of time, things just get in the 

way.  It just reminds me of the “good old days” back in 

school and I had homework I needed to get done.  HI!  
 

Anyway, I really only have a couple things for 

everyone this month.  First off, this month is the annual 
boat anchor exchange.  So go digging through all those 

pieces and parts and bring them along to the meeting.  

Just don’t forget that if don’t have any takers on your 
“goods”, you must take it all home with you.  

 

Also on the agenda for the meeting this month 

are nominations for club officers for next year.  That’s 

right, another year has just about gone by.  Please be 

thinking of whom you would like to fill the officer 
positions for next year.   

 

As many of you know, I have been doing some 
shack construction.  I will try to get pictures on the 

website for those who are curious.  It isn’t super fancy, 

but I think it has turned out well so far and I am sure it 

will be constantly evolving over the years to 
accommodate changes in whatever interests that I have 

at the time.  Thanks to all who have helped give me 

ideas along the way.  I am sure I will be asking more 
questions as time goes on. 

 

That is all I have for this edition of the 

newsletter.  I hope to see all of you at this month’s 
meeting. 

73! 

 
 

E.C. NEWS: by Don Miller, KB8SIA 

 

 The threat of hurricanes will be with us for 

almost another month. November 30th is last of the 
season according to the hurricane center but, there have 

been a few spawned in December.  Let’s hope that will 

not be the case for this year. Twenty tropical storms 
netted 10 hurricanes this year. That is plenty for one 

season.  

 Browsing through the ARRL letter this week I 
decided to publish a few of the comments related to 

“ham” radio in the disaster zones of the hurricanes. We 



must get the word out to people that hear of us but do 

not know just what we as “hams” do in such situations. 
 

Items in bold print are from the ARRL letter. 

 

 David Sumner, K1ZZ, calls the past month 

"a challenging one" for those directly affected by the 

twin Gulf Coast hurricanes. Amateur Radio was in 

the forefront of those responding to help, he said, 

from the time Amateur Radio nets began tracking 

Katrina's course as a tropical storm to the response 

on the ground in Louisiana, Mississippi and 

Alabama. "Amateur Radio operators continue to do 

what no one else can do--provide reliable emergency 

communications 

 Amateur Radio volunteers in Jasper County, 

Texas, continue to support mass-feeding operations 

by The Salvation Army, which has been coordinating 

with other relief groups to provide meals to 

Hurricane Rita-displaced residents. Amateur 

volunteers plan to meet with Salvation Army 

personnel to discuss the need for Amateur Radio 

support beyond this weekend. 

Meanwhile,ARRL Alabama SM Greg Sarratt, 

W4OZK--who's been handling the intake of 

American Red Cross volunteers in Montgomery, 

Alabama--has been visiting ARC shelters along the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast. Shelters there are in the 

process of closing down. In Gulfport, Amateur Radio 

volunteers continue to support communication for 

the emergency operations center (EOC) in Harrison 

County, where they've been a mainstay since 

Hurricane Katrina struck in late August. 

  

"If it hadn't been for Amateur Radio operators, we 

would not have had communications with other 

agencies," said Col Joe Spraggins of the Harrison 

County Emergency Management Agency. "Even with 

the advancements in our Radio technology, ham 

radio saved the day! Thank you." 

  

Christy Hardin, KB7BSA, a Southern Baptist 

Disaster Relief volunteer from Alabama, and 

husband Rick, KB4BSA, have been in the Gulf Coast 

twice following Hurricane Katrina. She had nothing 

but praise for those who have been volunteering to 

maintain communication at the EOC 24/7 in some 

cases despite having lost their own homes to the 

storm. "The four or five who worked around the 

clock for nearly a month are the true heroes," she 

said. 

  

In particular, she cited ARES District Emergency 

Coordinator Tom Hammack, W4WLF, Ray Taber, 

WX5AAA, Glover Hayden, W5BLV, and John 

Moore, W5EG, unselfishly on behalf of Mississippi 

Gulf Coast residents. Hammack has been living in 

the EOC since the storm flooded and badly damaged 

his house. An instructor for all three levels of the 

ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Communications 

course, Hardin says she was "thrilled to see it 

inaction" as the EOC volunteers performed as true 

professionals. 

  

South Texas ARRL Section Manager Ray Taylor, 

N5NAV, this week estimated upward of 60 Amateur 

Radio volunteers were on the ground in Texas, many 

supporting shelters scattered throughout the area. 

North Texas SEC Bill Swan, K5MWC, has been 

helping to recruit and schedule ARES members from 

his section to assist in mass-care operations in Jasper 

County. 

  

Taylor says radio amateurs in North Texas and 

Arkansas have been helping to cover net control 

shifts and to serve as relay stations for the West Gulf 

ARES Emergency Net on 7.285 MHz days and 3.873 

MHz evenings. 

  

Scott Pederson, KI5DR, reports he just returned 

home from three days in Jasper County, Texas, 

working with John Wagner, WA5VBP, Charles 

Fletcher,N5BOY, and John Barber, N5JB. "Our job 

was to deliver hot meals to various locations around a 

three-county area with five Salvation Army trucks 

and also several Red Cross trucks working together," 

he said. Ham radio, he explained, helped to 

coordinate the delivery routes by the various agencies 

involved. While VHF FM simplex was okay for local 

work, the West Gulf ARES Emergency Net on HF 

was very reliable. 

  

"Even though regular phones are working most of 

the time, it's really the hams that are the 

communicators of the group," he said. Pederson also 

lauded the efforts of The Salvation Army, American 

Red Cross and Arkansas Methodist Men's 

volunteers. "Everyone is focused and cares deeply 

about their tasks," he said, "and things are 

happening at lightning speed throughout the day." 

  

In Louisiana, SEC Gary Stratton, K5GLS, said 

earlier this week that some 45 Amateur Radio 

volunteers remained on hurricane recovery duty 

there." Things are settling down," Stratton told 

ARRL.--Christy Hardin, KB7BSA, supplied 

information for this article 

 

 So you can see that being there was no bed of 
roses. It was hard work and with all the odors and things 

it must have been really terrible.  



 Well that is it from this keyboard and the ARRL 

letter this month. Talk at you next month. 
__  __  _  _  _      _  _  _  __  __ 

 

 

 

JOE’S PLACE: by Joe Papworth, K8MP 

 

Howdy, from Joe’s Place… 

 

The excursion to the Outer Banks of North 

Carolina was great. The weather was absolutely 

gorgeous, and it was a beautiful place for a vacation. The 

place we stayed, Avon, NC, was about 25 miles north of 
Cape Hatteras. There were miles and miles and miles of 

beaches and not many people. If you like relaxing beach 

vacations, this area is worth checking out. And the 
rentals are very reasonable if you go after Labor Day. 

(We paid about $550.00 for a nice 4-bedroom home, one 

sand dune from the beach) 
 

As I mentioned in a previous newsletter, I 

planned on taking an HF rig and an antenna, but was  

undecided on what antenna to use. I ended up using one 
of my 80-meter center-fed zepps. I was able to hang it 

between the two beach houses on either side of the one 

we were renting. The CF Zepp did well on 80, 40, and 
20. (There was no propagation on 15 or 10). 

 

I checked into a couple of county-hunters nets 
and gave out Dare County to a bunch of folks who 

needed that one to build up their counties-worked total. I 

also gave out Hatteras Island to folks who were 

collecting I.O.T.A.’s, (Islands on-the-Air) (Hatteras 
Island is number NA-067, by the way) 

 

Another Ham radio activity that has become 
very popular in the last 10 or 15 years is operating from 

light houses. Hatteras island has several of them 

scattered about, some of which are still in use. We 

climbed the one at  Cape Hatteras. It was almost 200 feet 
of spiral staircase. 

 

Some of you may have seen a special TV 
broadcast about that one. That program described how 

they  moved that entire light house about a quarter-mile 

further inland to distance it  from eroding beaches. 
 

Anyway, when I was atop that light house, I 

really wished I had a radio with me. That would have 

been fun. Oh well, maybe next time. 
 

It was fun being K8MP/4 for a week, but as 

always, it was nice to get home again. 
Back home to Joe’s Place, that is. 

 

 

NØ Tenna Wizzard: by Terry Webb, 

NØTW 

 

Chasing the Famous DX 

 

Antennas are to the DXer as a fishing pole is to 
the angler. If you go fishing with the wrong bait or poor 

tackle, you can’t expect to catch many fish. Same goes 

for working DX.  A common misconception is that an 

amplifier can replace a good antenna. Problem with that 
approach is - what good does it do you if the DX station 

can hear you but you can’t hear him? 

 
There are currently 335 countries that are 

eligible to be worked for DXCC credit. DXCC is the DX 

Century Club Award, issued by the ARRL, and is 
achieved by working 100 or more countries and 

collecting QSL cards confirming your contacts. There 

are endorsements available, for example, making all 

QSOs in CW, or SSB, etc. The most common DXCC is 
issued for “Mixed Mode”, meaning the cards you use for 

the award were a combination of modes. The Honor Roll 

is a special award issued when you get 326 out of the 
335 countries confirmed. 

 

The current ARRL DXCC List is available on 
the ARRL website and can be downloaded free.  The list 

contains Prefixes, Entity (Country/Island), Continent, 

ITU & CQ Zone Information. The list also indicates 

countries for which the ARRL will forward QSLs via the 
Outgoing QSL Buro.  For hams who work a lot of DX, 

the outgoing QSL Buro is a real blessing. It offers an 

economical way to send your QSLs to various overseas 
stations for a fraction of sending them direct. An 

overseas airmail stamp is 80 cents, and including an 

SASE with your QSL for the return will usually set you 

back another $1. Whereas, 20 QSLs can be sent via the 
Buro for $2. 

 

Some of the countries in the world are harder to 
work than others. Japan, for example, has many active 

hams and is easy to work. Most of the European 

countries have a very active group of amateurs. Even 
some of the tiny countries such as Andorra and San 

Marino are fairly easy to get. But, some countries have 

no hams living there at all. Some countries are not really 

countries at all, but are protected nature preserves that do 
not allow people to live there at all!  These islands are 

some of the most difficult to work for DXCC credit, 

because the only time you will ever work anyone there is 
when a DXpedition obtains permission to visit or a 

scientific expedition is allowed to visit and a ham just 



happens to accompany that group. Visits are often 

limited to once every 10 years! 
 

Kure Atoll, in the Pacific Ocean, is such an 

island. Kure is the northernmost atoll in the world. It is 

part of the Hawian Archipelago group. Recently, a group 
of amateurs sponsored a DXpedition to Kure, giving 

many hams, myself included, a chance for this 10th most-

wanted DXCC country.   
 

Well, I almost waited too long to try and work 

this one. My vacation, work schedule, and band 
conditions interfered and almost caused me to miss this 

one.  But I got it, during the last hour of operation on the 

last day!  What was it Yogi Berra said, “It ain’t over till 

it’s over”?  So, I’m one country closer to working them 
all.  

 

I’m sure there will be another aspect of this 
hobby that grabs my interest once I make it to Top of the 

Honor Roll. Until then, guess I’ll have to keep 

improving my antenna farm. 
CU on the Bands 

 

 

More from the “ARRL LETTER” 

 

==>PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY CITES 
UNFAVORABLE ECONOMICS IN ENDING 
BPL TRIAL 
 
PPL Broadband announced this week that it's terminating its 
broadband over power line (BPL) experiment in Pennsylvania's 
Lehigh Valley. According to media reports, the company is citing the 
high cost of a full-scale BPL rollout and competition from cable and 
DSL service in the region as the reasons for the shutdown. 

Approximately 300 households participating in the trial were said to 
be paying $40 a month for the high-speed Internet service. Although 
Amateur Radio stations in some of PPL Broadband's service area 
reported BPL interference, the company did not cite it as a factor in 
its decision to drop out of the BPL race. 
 
"Several local amateurs reported interference to their home stations," 
said ARRL Laboratory Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, who visited the 

Lehigh Valley several times to take BPL system emission 
measurements. "While this was resolved in whole or in part by PPL, 
in one case the interference was 'fixed' by turning off BPL completely 
to the street in front of the amateur reporting the interference." Even 
so, Hare says, the amateur continued to experience moderate 
interference from other parts of the system. 
 
PPL claimed it had no BPL equipment operating on the spectrum the 

complaint targeted. During a visit a few weeks later, however, Hare 
said he was able to quickly pinpoint the source "on the band PPL 
claimed it wasn't using" about a half mile away from the ham's 
location, although PPL was never able to completely resolve the case. 
 
Hare reports the BPL system was creating S9 noise on entire ham 
bands within a "rather large" deployment area. "Had this system 
continued to build out, additional reports of interference from mobile 

and fixed amateur operation would have been inevitable," he 
predicted. 

 
ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, said he wasn't surprised to learn 
of PPL's decision to get out of BPL. "It bears out what 
knowledgeable economists have been saying about BPL's prospects 
for some time," he said. "PPL has considerable excess fiber capacity 

and was trying to leverage that investment by offering broadband 
service to consumers via BPL. If they couldn't make it pay, it's 
doubtful anyone else can." 
 
The Allentown company first offered BPL Internet service in 
Whitehall Township and Emmaus, later expanding to parts of 
Bethlehem, Upper Macungie Township, Hanover Township and 
Northampton County. In its formal comments in the FCC BPL 

proceeding, the ARRL cited measurements taken at one site within 
the BPL test system in Emmaus that "exceeded FCC Part 15 limits by 
up to 20 dB or more." 
 
An October 4 article in Allentown's The Morning Call newspaper 
quoted PPL spokesman Jim Santanasto as saying that the utility 
couldn't charge enough in the face of stiff cable and DSL competition 
and that its pool of potential customers was too small. "The 

economies of scale wouldn't work," the paper quoted Santanasto as 
saying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Arrangements have not been announced at press time. 


