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“Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!” (Isaiah 64:1, 2)

_____________________________________________________________________
Visit My Web Pages

	Sovereign Grace Life

http://sovereigngracelife.741.com
	Vida Gracia Soberana

http://vidagraciasoberana.bravepages.com

	All Of Grace Ministries

http://www.angelfire.com/tx3/allofgrace
	Ministerio Todo De Gracia

http://tododegracia.freehomepage.com

	Christian Persecution In U.S.A.

http://www.lasaroflores.tripod.com
	


NOTE: Although I’ll be using articles from various authors, it does not mean I agree totally with what they write. But after reading them, I believe some benefit can be derived from them with respect to Revival and Spiritual Awakening.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
MY PURPOSE

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter: It goes out for Revival, for Renewal, for Restoration, and for Reformation. Perhaps to some this means the same thing, yet I believe that there are four aspects of a Life that experiences the Sovereign Grace of God that will be manifested when believers experience these four things in it. It is my desire that “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) will be pleased to use the articles, not only for His awesome Glory, but also to “revive (His) work in the midst of the years” (Habakkuk 3:2); and as a result, we should be willing to “endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2:10).

Therefore, pray with me that God will be pleased to command the clouds to rain again (cp. Isaiah 5:6), so that “in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water” (Isaiah 35:6, 7), as the “showers of blessing”  descend when He “causes the shower to come down in his season” (Ezekiel 34:26). Oh, how we need to pray like David: “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary” (Psalm 63:1)! We can be sure that whenever that happens, not only will we be Revived from our deadness without Him, but also Renewed in our desires of Him, Restored in our fellowship with Him, and Reformed in our walk before Him. Amen!
THE NEED OF THE HOUR!
“If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; if my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:13, 14).
Beloved brethren and dear friends, I am convinced and convicted that The Need Of The Hour is for God’s people to humble ourselves, and to pray, and to seek God’s face, and to turn from our wicked ways, if we are to experience any revival before the Lord Jesus returns for His church and to judge the world. Perhaps some will accuse me of being judgmental for saying that, but will anyone dare to say that the professing Christian church of today does not need revival? Can any one prove, by the Scriptures that the spiritual state of today’s Christianity is of such a high level that we do not need to do what our text tells us if we are to receive “spiritual healing” from above? I, for my part, cannot say so; for what I can see around me I’m afraid that God has shut up the heavens so that the clouds are no longer raining blessings upon His people, and that He has commanded the locusts to consume and devour everything that we do for the cause of the gospel; and most certainly, He has send us a pestilence that we find ourselves sickly and weak, if not dying along the wayside. I would have to pray, with the prophet of old, “O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy” (Habakkuk 3:2).
Oh people of God, we have to seriously consider that what we are experiencing here in our nation, primarily the destruction of the moral fabric that was first established in the founding of our country upon the Bible and the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, is the judgment of God upon His people. Yes, it is very easy and convenient to blame everything and everybody else for the increase of ungodliness and wickedness, as one may see in that it is very evident; but there has to be a reason for it. It’s true that it looks like the reins have been turned loose, and that every iniquity and act of wickedness is at a full gallop around us. One would have to be in denial, or to deliberately close their eyes, not to see God’s judgment upon this nation. It is true that wicked men are responsible for their actions, but why is it that in spite of having over 50% professing Christians in the U.S.A., there is no power or influence at all from this supposedly fact, over the affairs of our country. Why is it that we as a nation can allow the casting out of God, the Lord Jesus Christ and prayer from our schools, the ‘political incorrectedness’, if not a crime, of living and practicing our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ in the work area, the murder of babies in abortion, the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah to have so much influence, the corruption and unfaithfulness of our elected politicians, the increase of terrorism in our country, and so on and on! Why? Because verse 13 of our text is true for TODAY concerning God’s people; and more so is it true here in our nation! God has blessed this country beyond measure; and yet, look to what it has come to. IT LOOKS LIKE GOD HAS FORSAKEN THIS COUNTRY BECAUSE THE PEOPLE OF GOD HAVE FORSAKEN THEIR GOD! May we be reminded that “the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God” (Psalm 9:17).
It is my prayer that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who “delighteth in mercy” (Micah 7:18) and is “ready to forgive” (Psalm 86:5), will be pleased to speak to our hearts and give us grace so that verse 14 of our text will also be true for His people; and not only here in the U.S.A., but in every country around the world. In every place in this “wicked and adulterous generation” (Matthew 16:4), every one of God’s people, “which are called by (his) name”, are responsible to continually pray for Revival and Spiritual Awakening, which He has send so many times before throughout history. Every Christian, i.e. “every one that nameth the name of Christ” (2 Timothy 2:19), has to be and needs to be on their knees (King Solomon did it! – 2 Chronicles 6:13; why shouldn’t we do it?), crying out to God for His grace and mercy to do it again, and to “cause the shower to come down in his season;” so that “there shall be showers of blessing” (Ezekiel 34:26) that will bring “spiritual healing” in our land before it’s TOO LATE! We can no longer delay, beloved, because each and every passing day brings us closer to that day that the door will be opened “when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2 Thessalonions 1:7-9). But also, we need to be reminded that “we (i.e. God’s people) must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10); “for the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God” (1 Peter 4:17)?
In our text we find three things that need to be considered very seriously which are relevant to God’s people of today; and that is, specifically, the professing Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, “which are called by (his) name”, i.e. every one who professes to be a Christian; and therefore it is limited to them. It’s true that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18); nevertheless, there is a distinct difference in God dealing between His people and the wicked in this life. This is brought out very clearly in Genesis 19, where one can see the difference of God’s judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah for their sin, and His judgment upon Lot and the results of it. The difference is that the wicked were lost and went into perdition, whereas Lot, although suffering God’s judgment for his backsliding, was a “godly” and a “just person” (2 Peter 2:6-9) and was saved by the grace of God. That’s why we can say, without equivocation, that our text is applicable ONLY to true believers of the Lord Jesus Christ; and we will see this in the following considerations…
I. God’s Remedial Judgment upon His People (v.13); II. God’s Gracious Invitation to His People (v.14a); and III. God’s Promise for His People (v.14b). It is my prayer that as I expound upon these three points, according to the grace given to me, that it will drive us to our knees and to fall on our faces before the Throne of Grace, and that “(our) eyes” would become “a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night” (Jeremiah 9:1) as we are enabled to see The Need Of The Hour! But let us not deceive ourselves, beloved, that it is of man’s doing or wisdom that Revival and Spiritual Awakening will come; for as we cannot command the clouds to rain again, we have to look and call upon Him who can “cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is; on the wilderness, wherein there is no man” (Job 38:26); for “the things which are impossible with men are possible with God” (Luke 18:27). Let us contemplate with much assurance of faith that just as our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ died and rose again from the dead, He can also Revive us, Renew us, Restore us, and Reform us so that not only we can walk again in the newness of life, but also in the power of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
(Continued next issue)

___________________________________________________________________________

EVIDENCES OF A BACKSLIDDEN CONDITION

From Revival

By Richard Owen Roberts

Backslidden Christians are evident everywhere. They are in the churches and out of the churches. They are in the pews and in the pulpits. They are on boards and are bored. They are on committees and teach Sunday School. The backslidden seem to be more numerous than the upright and their influence throughout the world vastly more profound. While backsliders do not all manifest the same traits, evidences of their condition are not difficult to pinpoint. The following characteristics merit our serious attention.
15. When the slightest excuse seems sufficient to keep you from spiritual duty and opportunity, you are backslidden. While the soul prospers, duty and opportunity are seized with joy. Faithful Christians delight in the very prospects of usefulness. But let spiritual backsliding begin and opportunities of service once regarded with enthusiasm become burdens too heavy to bear. The backslider becomes a master excuse-maker. Whereas earlier he would have laughed with astonishment at the feeble excuses of other backsliders, he is now able to offer the most unlikely reasons for his failure to take his spiritual responsibilities seriously. He even expects those who hear his excuses to believe his unworthy lies. He cannot attend prayer meeting in the evening “because…” and certainly not in the morning “because…” He cannot usher on Sunday “because...” You name it and he will have an excuse to explain why he cannot do it. It is not simply that the excuses are usually flimsy, often inconsistent with the real facts, seldom more than slightly accurate, and never appropriate for a professing Christian, but that the excuse-maker is hardly aware of the fallen condition his excuses represent. The backslider is often the last to know his real condition. By then it may be humanly impossible to reclaim him.

(To Be Continued)
___________________________________________________________________________
TEARS - At The Judgement Seat!
by John M. Krebs
"There shall be weeping..." -Matthew 22:13
The following message is by John M. Krebs, which comes from a book entitled The New York Pulpit in the Revival of 1858.  It is a representation of the kind of preaching that once brought repentance and revival to America during the Third Great Awakening.  J. Edwin Orr said of The Third Great Awakening; "it was no man's monument. 'It has been rightly said that many who lived during the revival of 1857-58 regarded it as the greatest work of grace the world had seen since the times of the apostles.'" The revival of 1858 was preceded by two great motivators, tribulation and prayer. "It was a time of intense political excitement." The issue of slavery was already dividing the nation and setting the stage for the Civil War.  Spiritual decline and disillusionment plagued the Church within, as a result of spurious and false predictions concerning the date of Christ's return. The revival was also preceded by a period of unprecedented financial prosperity followed by a sudden bank panic and collapse. HUMBLED and UNITED by adversity, thousands took time to pray 'till finally the fire of God fell. ~ Editor (D. S.) 

Among the most attractive benefits of the happiness of Heaven, is this - that there the Lord shall wipe away all tears from the faces of His people - that there shall be no more weeping. This is an interest to every heart. This world is a vale of tears. Every habitation of man, every personal history, furnishes scenes that serve, by contrast to illustrate the happiness and glory of Heaven, from which all sorrow and sighing flee away, and where the days of mourning are ended. But this is not to be the portion of all! The Scriptures restrict it to one certain description of persons. These are the just made perfect; the heirs of the righteousness of faith; those who once, indeed, were children of wrath, even as others, but who are washed, and sanctified, and justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

All who fail of this character, shall also fail to inherit this blessedness. On the day of final trial, they shall be condemned to "destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power." The punishment they suffer is described. It is to be burned with "everlasting fire;" it is to be gnawed by the "undying worm;" it is to endure the bitter pains of "eternal death." This is the portion of all workers of iniquity, who refuse to part with their sins; who, for the sake of the darling right hand of transgression and the right eye of lust, are to be cast into hell-fire. The punishment of the lost is spoken of in connection with "weeping," and "wailing," and "gnashing of teeth." This is the portion of the disappointed and disinherited children of the Kingdom, - of the tares; - and of all those who have no interest in Christ, unwashed, unsanctified, unjustified, unarrayed in His righteousness. It is through weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth that they vent their sorrow and despair. It will commence at the very bar of God. The wrath is in the soul of the sinner. He comes to that bar in the speechlessness of conscious guilt, and with a "fearful looking for judgment and fiery indignation." With consternation, he hears his doom. He turns away upon his dreary road to the prison-house. But, like a criminal convicted in the dock, he sinks under the verdict and the sentence and bursts forth, at once, in the lamenting expressions of his bitter and terrible distress. 

"Wailing" is lamentation with wringing of hands and outcry. It bursts forth upon the public ear. And it has about it, something of the aspect of woe. These manifestations of grief are obvious and dreadful. Yet, perhaps, these images may not affect us so forcibly as the "weeping" which is to be the expression of distress in that day. There is an aspect of refinement, something unobtrusive in "weeping," as contrasted with "wailing and gnashing of teeth." It is a more silent, subdued grief; but deep and bitter indeed; the manifestation of overwhelming and hopeless sorrow. 

Who of us is not familiar with the causes of weeping; rather, who is not familiar with weeping itself? And who knows not from his own experience, how effective and grateful is the relief in the shedding of tears? There is even a luxury in them. And there is the weeping of love and repentance, when the full heart of contrition looks on Christ whom we have pierced, and feels the joy of pardoned sin. Like the weeping woman in the house of Simon, who showered her tears upon the feet of Jesus, and wiped them with the hairs of her head; or like Peter, when he had denied his Lord, he went out and wept bitterly. 

But it is not of such weeping that our text speaks. These may all be gracious tears; the weeping that endures for a night, to be followed by the joy of the morning. But that which is described in the premonition before us is the weeping that lasts forever. It has its springs in a despairing heart; its stream bursts forth from a heart rent with anguish, and flows on unending. It is unavailing as Esau's when he sold his birthright. It may be with subdued sorrow, that would hide itself in solitude; but the desolate soul turns away from the face of the Judge, and from the face of the crowd, and searches out for itself some secluded spot where it may nourish its hopeless grief with never ceasing tears. This is the portion of their cup, who suffer banishment in that day. 

There is the certain consciousness of complete disappointment and utter loss. Perhaps the sufferers never thought of being excluded from Heaven, as a real and possible event. Deceiving themselves with vain hopes, willfully ignorant of the truth of God, unmindful of the wrath to come, and with no effort to flee from it, they felt safe. But this delusion can comfort them no longer. Their hopes of escaping are swept away like the spider's web, and they are confounded by their own experience of the realities of death and eternal judgment. Let us sketch some of the characters that are doomed to this woeful disappointment. 

1) The worker of iniquity, who defied the law of God as an unreasonable restraint, and rejected the warning of retribution, as the dream of fanaticism, is now confronted with that law, and made to feel that the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness of men. He feels he has no other portion than that which has been prepared for the unbelievers, murderers, whoremongers, idolaters, and ALL liars, who have their part in the lake that burneth with fire and brimestone; which is the second death. 

2) The worldly one who gave himself up to the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; who deemed this barren earth sufficient bliss, and pursued all its pleasure, - and who perchance expected that after such a frivolous and sensual existence here, he would enter into HEAVEN. He now finds himself alive and conscious - but it is in HELL, in the midst of torment. He is met with the rebuke, that in his lifetime he received his good things, he is justly left to his proper and chosen reward. Torn away from the world to which he bound himself, his idol and his portion lost, his gods gone, his riches fled, his joys worn out, his honors faded. 

3) The man who indulged a hope of mercy, such as the gospel never published - who would not repent. Who had read the gospel backward, and thought that the blood of the cross by its mere overflow had quenched the fires of perdition; and so, insulted that atonement and dishonored and degraded Christ, by making Him the minister of sin. He comforted himself with the thought that God would be merciful at the last, to all men without exception. He too finds out the guilt and ruin of this enormous mistake. He now witnesses the justice and mercy that he insulted, a mercy, he professed to trust in. 

What has sin cost? Hear them, while they review their bargain and estimate their purchase. To avoid tears of repentance and tribulations for Christ's sake in the earth, I have purchased eternal indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish; and the tears I am now shedding - ah! They shall flow forever from my weeping eyes! I have gotten my portion - I have obtained my reward - my damnation is come! Ah! how bitter will it be to reflect, "This is the portion I have chosen for myself!" 

Let US weep now, that we may not weep then. Not for our earthly sorrows, but for our sins. Not with the sorrows, but for our sins. Not with the sorrow of the world that worketh death, but with that godly repentance which is unto life - those tears of contrition which are shed at the cross of our dying and atoning Lord. Fall at His feet, and plead His compassion; and His smile shall light your face with gladness. Go to Him, now, like that weeping sinner who approached Him in the house of Simon at Capernaum, when with throbbing, bursting heart, she pressed her lips to His feet, washing them with her tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
INVITATION TO SALVATION

In order for one to experience Revival, they first need to have Life, otherwise they are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) and “alienated from the life of God” (4:18). If you have not been “born again” (John 3:3, 7), then you have not the Life of Christ in you according to 1 John 4:12 – “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life”. If this is true of you, then you do not need Revival but Salvation in order to have Life.

You may obtain this Life in Christ Jesus by believing in Him; for “this is the record that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son” (v.11). At the moment that a spiritually dead sinner believes in Him, he “is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). Is this true of you at this very moment?

If not, then “repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). Look only to the Lord Jesus Christ; for He alone died on the Cross in order to save sinners and to give them eternal life. The proof of this is that He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! By faith alone trust Him for your salvation, and ‘be persuaded’ that it’s ALL OF GRACE alone that God will save you. Amen.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

I will be sending out this newsletter to as many as I can find e-mail addresses to. To each and everyone that receives this newsletter, please do me the favor of acknowledging at the above e-mail address that you have received it. If you prefer not to receive it, please let me know, and I will take you off the mailing list. Thank you.

