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IT IS MY HOPE THAT IN RECEIVING MY NEWSLETTER, YOU WILL DESIRE TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE IT EVERY MONTH. BUT IF YOU PREFER NOT TO, PLEASE LET ME KNOW AND I WILL TAKE YOUR NAME OF MY MAILING LIST. I APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE AND I THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE. MAY GOD BE PLEASED TO BLESS YOU AND YOURS.

PURPOSE OF NEWSLETTER

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter, which is as follows: 1) To glorify God; 2) To exalt the Lord Jesus Christ; 3) To magnify His grace; and 4) To announce the full counsel of God. This will be done by proclaiming the Doctrines of Grace, which are consistent with the “one faith” (Ephesians 4:5) of “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

Therefore, the goal of this ministry is to “strive for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27), which was “once delivered to the saints” (Jude v.2); and this will be done by emphasizing those glorious doctrines, that not only will they be “to the praise of the glory of (God’s) grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:5), but will also “in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus” (2:7). 
It will be shown that these precious doctrines are the only ones that can withstand every attack of the enemy from any direction because they are build upon the solid and immovable foundation of God’s Free and Sovereign Grace, and not upon the shifting sands of proud man’s so-called Free Will. Also, these doctrines are the only ones that can give us full assurance of our salvation because from the beginning to the end, it is ALL OF GRACE! May it please “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) to grant us by His “Spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:29) to “receive grace for grace” from His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:16). Amen.

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD
(Continued from last month’s issue)

Let us now consider why the doctrine of the Sovereignty of God is not a hard and harsh doctrine to those that are taught of God; even though they understand that because God is sovereign, He does as He pleases in our lives, including things that are not palatable to the “flesh”, or things that will cause suffering in our lives. Yet, notwithstanding that the child of God may experience tragedy in their lives, as David, Job, Eli, and others did, they can still humbly submit to His sovereign Will, no matter what! In David’s case, much of his suffering was brought about due to his sin, yet God of His sovereign mercy did not deal with David as he deserved (notwithstanding 2 Samuel 12), as he confesses in Psalm 103:10, “He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities”; or Job, after he lost everything, including his children, yet he confesses, “Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly” (1:20-22). But also, don’t forget Eli, whose sons God had determined to kill for their sin, and the means utilized was the negligence of Eli in not disciplining his sons, as we read, “In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end. For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not”… Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the LORD would slay them”; nevertheless, we read of Eli: “It is the LORD: let him do what seemeth him good” (1 Samuel 3:11-13; 2:25; 3:18).
Yes, the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ can submit to the Sovereignty of God in his/her life; for in knowing that God is in control in ALL things in their lives, including their salvation, is a solid foundation to stand upon because it will NEVER, EVER break beneath them! The preciousness of it is brought out by the wonderful promise of Romans 8:28 – “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose”. As we make the following observations, may our lips burst forth with praises as we sing with the Palmist: “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake…But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased” (115:1, 3). Oh, yes, we can rejoice for this wonderful truth: That absolutely nothing, or anything, that takes place around us, or to us, is by accident or chance, but we have a God "who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will” (Ephesians 1:11); “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen” (Romans 11:36).
Now, the first observation we make is that the saint of God derives PEACE from the Sovereignty of God. There is much around us that take place, or that we may experience in our lives, that will cause us to worry and make us to be very anxious. It might even be that in our waking hours we find ourselves in an emotional turmoil that at nights we can’t even have a peaceful sleep! We are constantly troubled about everything because we see ourselves so helpless to do anything about it. Primarily, the reason for such a state is because our eyes are focused on the situations or circumstances we find ourselves in. All we see are the dark clouds and the strong winds of the storms and have forgotten the promise of our Lord: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27). In fact, the Lord Himself tells us that we would have those “pressures” that would have the tendency to rob us of the peace that the Lord promised us: “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation (pressures): but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (16:33). On the other hand, when the believer keeps his eyes on Him who is in control of all things and that absolutely nothing takes place apart from Him of Whom it is said, “one of them”, i.e. a sparrow,  “shall not fall on the ground without your Father” (Matthew 10:29), then the promise of Philippians 4:6, 7 will be true: “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus”. In other words, beloved, do not worry, or be anxious “for nothing”! Why does he say “nothing”, and not “every thing”? Simply because as far as God is concerned, anything that can happen to any one of God’s people IS ”nothing”! Also, we have to keep in mind, that not only we are not to worry, “but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God”; and in doing so, this is our confession that our God is in control and works all things together for our good, resulting in His peace guarding our hearts and mind in Christ Jesus! Hallelujah!
Secondly, we observe that the Sovereignty of God gives us COMFORT. There are times that the child of God may go through much suffering and affliction that they will be tempted and to even question, “Where is God when I needed Him the most?” Yet, beloved, throughout Scripture it is made clear that suffering and affliction is ordained by the heavenly Father for His children. At times it is necessary, not simply because of our sins, but also to prove our faith and to be conformed to the image of His Son. Consider the following Scriptures: "Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy word” (Psalm 119:67); “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son…” (Romans 8:29); “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6, 7); “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps” (2:21); “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet if any man suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf” (4:12-16). Yet, fellow believer, all of these sufferings are not by accident; for we told: “Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator” (v. 19). The COMFORT comes, not simply because we are delivered from them, but in spite of it we are comforted IN them, knowing that He is in control! “Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:3-5).
Also, in the third place, we observe that the Sovereignty of God gives us ASSURANCE. Of course, we have to keep in mind that this assurance does not come because we feel good or that it is some sort of an emotional high; on the contrary, the Word of God refers to it as a “full assurance of faith” (Hebrews 10:22), meaning that we believe God and what He says in His Word; and He most definitely says that He is in control of all things, no matter what!  Therefore, we can rest assured that if we “walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), then “we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). There might be times that it seems that ALL things are contrary to what God says in His Word, yet in knowing that He “changes not” (Malachi 3:6) and “with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17), and that He Himself says: “I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things” (Isaiah 45:7), that makes it very clear that whatever we go through in our lives, it comes from the hand of God according to His sovereign purpose; and knowing this, then we can say with Job: “The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD…What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” (1:21; 2:10). Oh, may we learn to sing with the Psalmist: “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me…Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever” (23:4, 6).
Furthermore, in the fourth place, we observe that the Sovereignty of God gives us BOLDNESS. In fact, I would say that this is the result of having the PEACE, the COMFORT, and the ASSURANCE mentioned previously; for in having them means that we are walking with God and so we will “be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might” (Ephesians 6:10). Now, this boldness will be true in three particulars: 1) In resisting and overcoming the devil: “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4;7); “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death” (Revelation 12:10); 2) In not being afraid of man: “In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me” (Psalm 56:11); “So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me” (Hebrews 13:6); and 3), faithfully witnessing to the Gospel: “Many of the brethren in the Lord…are much more bold to speak the word without fear” (Philippians 1:14); “They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31). Knowing, then, that since God is in control over the devil and that he can only do what the Lord permits him to do (refer to Job 1 and 2), and that God also is in control of the outcome of wicked man’s plans against His people (Psalm 3:6 – “I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about”; Romans 8:31 – “What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?”, and that He also is in control of the results of His Word, as He promises in Isaiah 55:11 – “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it”, it goes without saying that we can stand with all boldness against the wiles of the devil, against all the schemes of the wicked, and against all opposition to His Word, for “in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Romans 8:37).
Yes, beloved, we can truly rejoice in the glorious truth of God’s Sovereignty, and much more in knowing that our salvation is according to His Free and Sovereign Grace because it simply pleased Him to save us with an everlasting salvation even though we were not worthy of it and much less deserve it. Therefore, these same PEACE, COMFORT, ASSURANCE and BOLDNESS that fills our lives as we walked with the Lord, will also fill our hearts and minds because we are “persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38, 39). So the further that we study the humbling truth that our salvation is connected with the absolute Sovereignty of God, may it fill our hearts with gratitude and love towards Him for including any one of us in the eternal purpose of His “so great salvation” (Hebrews 2:3) and to make us “accepted in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:6), the Lord Jesus Christ, our precious Savior and Redeemer. What greater ROCK can we stand upon for eternity than “Jesus Christ”, who is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8)! Amen.
(TO BE CONTINUED)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Meditation for the Month
“For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Romans 11:29).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A SPIRITUAL TIDBIT FOR MARCH
“The Lord knoweth them that are his" 
(2 Timothy 2:19)
  Our eternal security does not depend on us. It would be impossible for believers to assure themselves that they belong to God, and that they could never be separated from Him, if it was left up to us to do so. There are too many factors involved that prevent this. Nevertheless, although there could be some that might convinced themselves that they belong to God, or at least 'presume', it is infallibly declared that "the foundation of God standeth sure", and it has "this seal": That "the Lord knoweth them that are his"! In other words, dear beloved in the Lord, all those that the Father has given to His Son, and have come to Him, can have the assurance that the Lord knows them as His. As He said in John 6:37 - "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out", so that He   can also say: "Behold I and the children which God hath given me" (Hebrews 2:13). 

    But it is imperative that we understand this: The knowing that we belong to the Lord, not only comes from His Word (1 John 5:13), and by "the Spirit itself (bearing) witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God" (Romans 8:16), but also by the way we live! Consider that our text also says: "And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity". This simply means that if we claim to belong to God in Christ Jesus, then we are to stay away from anything that is not Christ-like; for "he that saith he abideth in him", i.e. Christ, "ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked" (1 John 2:6). Oh, for grace and strength to "depart from iniquity" because we belong to Him. Amen. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

By Arthur W. Pink

Chapter 12 – The Value of This Doctrine

1. IT DEEPENS OUR VENERATION OF THE DIVINE CHARACTER.
The doctrine of God's sovereignty as it is unfolded in the Scriptures affords an exalted view of the divine perfections. It maintains his creatorial rights. It insists that "to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him" (1 Cor. 8:6). It declares that his rights are those of the "potter" who forms and fashions the clay into vessels of whatever type and for whatever use he may please. Its testimony is, "Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created" (Rev. 4:11). It argues that none has any right to "reply" against God, and that the only becoming attitude for the creature to take is one of reverent submission before him. Thus the apprehension of the absolute supremacy of God is of great practical importance, for unless we have a proper regard to his high sovereignty he will never be honoured in our thoughts of him, nor will he have his proper place in our hearts and lives.

It exhibits the inscrutableness of his wisdom. It shows that while God is immaculate in his holiness, he has permitted evil to enter his fair creation; that while he is the possessor of all power, he has allowed the Devil to wage war against him for six thousand years at least; that while he is the perfect embodiment of love, he spared not his own Son; that while he is the God of all grace, multitudes will be tormented for ever and ever in the Lake of Fire. High mysteries are these. Scripture does not deny them, but acknowledge their existence — "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!" (Rom. 11:33).

It makes known the irreversibleness of his will. "Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world" (Acts 15:18). From the beginning God purposed to glorify himself "in the Church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end" (Eph 3:21). To this end, he created the world, and formed man. His all wise plan was not defeated when man fell, for in the Lamb "slain from the foundation of the world" (Rev. 13:8) we behold the Fall anticipated. Nor will God's purpose be thwarted by the wickedness of men since the Fall, as is clear from the words of the Psalmist, "Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain" (Psa. 76:10). Because God is the Almighty his will cannot be withstood. "His purposes originated in eternity, and are carried forward without change to eternity. They extend to all his works, and control all events. He 'worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.'" (Dr. Rice). Neither man nor devil can successfully resist him, therefore is it written, "The Lord reigneth; let the people tremble." (Psa. 99:1).

It magnifies his grace. Grace is unmerited favour, and because grace is shown to the undeserving and Hell deserving, to those who have no claim upon God, therefore is grace free and can be manifested toward the chief of sinners. But because grace is exercised toward those who are destitute of worthiness or merit, grace is sovereign; that is to say, God bestows grace upon whom he pleases. Divine sovereignty has ordained that some shall be cast into the Lake of Fire to show that all deserved such a doom. But grace Comes in like a dragnet and draws out from a lost humanity a people for God's name, to be throughout all eternity the monuments of his inscrutable favour. Sovereign grace reveals God breaking down the opposition of the human heart, subduing the enmity of the carnal mind, and bringing us to love him because he first loved us.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

AN INVITATION TO SALVATION

God throughout the Holy Scriptures calls sinners to come to Him, and to “be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation” (Isaiah 45:17). Each and every one of us need salvation because all of us are sinners by nature, and we enter this world “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). But unless we are forgiven of our sins, we will enter eternity having to pay for our sins for ever and ever in “the lake of fire”, which “is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14, 15).
To be “in the book of life” means you have been believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and been saved (Acts 16:31); “for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21); and you may believe it in that it “is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). This He can do, dear reader, because on the Cross at Calvary He died for the unjust and shed His precious Blood for the remission of their sins. But that is not all: He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).
The invitation is this: Look to the Cross on which Jesus died and to the empty Tomb from which He rose again, and believe on Him who ALONE can save you from your sins; for “neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Also, see that it is by Grace ALONE and by Faith ALONE that you can be saved: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). May this be true of you TODAY; “(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)” (2 Corinthians 6:2). Amen.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

