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“Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!” (Isaiah 64:1, 2)

_____________________________________________________________________
Visit My Web Pages

	Sovereign Grace Life

http://sovereigngracelife.741.com
	Vida Gracia Soberana

http://vidagraciasoberana.bravepages.com

	All Of Grace Ministries

http://www.angelfire.com/tx3/allofgrace
	Ministerio Todo De Gracia

http://tododegracia.freehomepage.com

	Christian Persecution In U.S.A.

http://www.lasaroflores.tripod.com
	


NOTE: Although I’ll be using articles from various authors, it does not mean I agree totally with what they write. But after reading them, I believe some benefit can be derived from them with respect to Revival and Spiritual Awakening.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
MY PURPOSE

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter: It goes out for Revival, for Renewal, for Restoration, and for Reformation. Perhaps to some this means the same thing, yet I believe that there are four aspects of a Life that experiences the Sovereign Grace of God that will be manifested when believers experience these four things in it. It is my desire that “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) will be pleased to use the articles, not only for His awesome Glory, but also to “revive (His) work in the midst of the years” (Habakkuk 3:2); and as a result, we should be willing to “endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2:10).

Therefore, pray with me that God will be pleased to command the clouds to rain again (cp. Isaiah 5:6), so that “in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water” (Isaiah 35:6, 7), as the “showers of blessing”  descend when He “causes the shower to come down in his season” (Ezekiel 34:26). Oh, how we need to pray like David: “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary” (Psalm 63:1)! We can be sure that whenever that happens, not only will we be Revived from our deadness without Him, but also Renewed in our desires of Him, Restored in our fellowship with Him, and Reformed in our walk before Him. Amen!
IN CHURCH, BUT BACKSLIDDEN

"So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth" (Revelation 3:16).

One of the signs so prevalent today in professing Christian churches that indicates a backslidden state is the kind of preaching and teaching that is geared towards the emotions and feelings of the hearers. It seems to me that there is a determined effort to please the people and to make them feel good. It should be no surprise, if we know what the Holy Scriptures says what it's going to be like within professing Christianity in the last days, as expressed by the apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 4:3, 4 - "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables". Sadly, beloved, this is the picture that can be painted of much of "Christianity" of today!

It is imperative that we are conscience of this fact: Backsliding in the church is not only a terrible state to be in, but also as I have said many times, it is dangerous for the backslider! So in this article I would like to express with all solemnity to you, and hopefully impress it to your heart, the seriousness of being “in church, but backslidden” at the same time. It could be that some might take offense, but I would think that what the Lord Jesus says to the church members in Laodicea is something we all should consider very seriously. But alas, I’m afraid that much that is being preached and taught today from the pulpit and from the Sunday School classroom is directed to “tickle” the “lukewarm” Christians; and so therefore, they are not being brought to a conviction of their backsliding, so that not only they are not being made conscious of their condition, but also have no desire at all to be brought out of their backsliding. I believe we can say that the church at Laodicea is a prime example of this!

Our text makes it very clear, without no doubt at all, what the Lord Jesus Himself thinks of such “Christians”! Don’t you think that for anyone to be told by the Lord that because they are “lukewarm”, He “will spue (them) out of (his) mouth”, is something that should make us tremble and fear that it doesn’t happen to anyone of us? Make no mistake, beloved reader, to be “in church, but backslidden”, is one of the most dangerous positions for a professing Christian to be in, simply because in “going to church and being involved in some of its activities” soothes the conscience from being convicted of their spiritual condition, and especially when they are preached and taught unsound doctrines that tickle their ears that causes them to “turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables”. Don’t take my word for it… just listen to what is being preached and taught today, and you’ll see that it is so “man-centered” that it is no wonder that the Laodicean syndrome is so evident in these last days!

First, let us consider the ‘hypocrisy” of this church; for the Lord Himself accuses them: “So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth”. This condition is described by Paul as “having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof” (2 Timothy 3:5); or as the LORD Himself tells the prophet Ezekiel: “And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness” (33:31). In other words, a backslider in church will try to “act” as a Christian and go through all the exterior routine, but their spiritual lives will not manifest any power of the Holy Spirit; for instead of being “filled of the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18), they’ll be “filled with his own ways” (Proverbs 14:14). Oh, they’ll say much about their Christianity, but the desires of their hearts will seen in their worldliness, carnality, and being “lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:4). John Gill put it like this in his commentary: ‘A lukewarm professor is one that serves God and mammon; that halts between two opinions, and knows not what religion is best, and cares little for any, yet keeps in a round of duty, though indifferent to it, and contents himself with it; and is unconcerned about the life and power of godliness, and takes up with the external form of it; and has no thought about the glory of God, the interest of Christ and truth…’. These are the kind of professing Christians that are bad witnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ and His Gospel because they are seen as hypocrites! But worse, the Lord Jesus Himself loathes such individuals.

But, secondly, we consider their arrogant self-sufficiency: “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing”. These riches can either be material or spiritual. It could be they were well off financially so that they could provide everything they wanted materially to the point they were in want of nothing; or perhaps every ministry in the church had ample resources to provide for them. The problem with these is that they attributed it to themselves. This, of course, could also be applied in the spiritual  sense; for one could think that their material richness was due to their supposedly spiritual richness. Isn’t this what the apostle Paul referred to when he says of “men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness” (1 Timothy 6:5). Either way, their deluded concept of being rich, whether materially or spiritually, is evidenced today if one would only look around them: Look at the increase of mega-churches that exhibit this kind of attitude because of the Prosperity Gospel, or the Health and Wealth Gospel that is so prevalent today; but this can also be true of a church of any size Their spiritually is so influenced by these false doctrines that as far as they are concerned, they have all they need to believe and have no need for anyone to teach them differently. Oh, the depths of the backsliding that one can fall into!

Consequently, in the third place, when a church, or individual for that matter, falls to that point, it follows that the Lord Jesus Christ will be left out, or even run out from the church! “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man (one) hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in…” (v. 20). Oh, beloved, to think that the Head of the Church (Ephesians 1:22) and the Builder of it (Matthew 16:18) is no longer welcome in His church is so horrendous and despicable that He has every right to turn His back on the backslider and cast them into hell without any second thought. Yet that is what happens when professing Christians get lukewarm, proud, arrogant and self-sufficient to the point that they no longer need the Lord, His grace and His Word in their lives; and this can be true of any church or individual. Much of what you see today in many churches is pride, arrogance, self-worship, or self-sufficiency, and the absence of the Spirit of the Lord Jesus. This is manifested in worldliness, carnality, and materialism, which is that that will push the Lord away; for the backslider being filled with all of his ways has no room for the Lord and His ways! One or the other has to go! Such a church as the one of Laodicea has done that.

But note, in the fourth place, what backsliding does to these individuals: “And knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (v. 17). Truly this is a most terrible condition to be in, that in spite of boasting of having everything they needed and lacking nothing, yet the Lord Jesus Himself tells them what their true state is. How would you like to be before the Lord “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked”? This, of course, is in a spiritual sense because even though they were rich materially, yet their backslidden state had brought them to this point! All that this means and implies simply tells us what can happen if we leave the Lord out of our lives; and yes, including the “church” we belong to! And you know what is worse? That one can be in this condition and not be conscious of it! In other words, one can backslide to such a point, that not only they do not know it, but also not even see (for also the word “knowest” means that) that they are “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked”. What hope can there be, then, if not for the Free and Sovereign Grace of God that can reach to the rock bottom of our backsliding to bring us out and “in love to (our) souls deliver it from the pit of corruption” and to “cast all (our) sins behind (his) back” (Isaiah 38:17); for He is the ONLY ONE who can “heal (our) backsliding” (Hosea 14:4)! Hallelujah!   
(TO BE CONTINUED IN NEXT ISSUE)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EVIDENCES OF A BACKSLIDDEN CONDITION

From Revival

By Richard Owen Roberts

Backslidden Christians are evident everywhere. They are in the churches and out of the churches. They are in the pews and in the pulpits. They are on boards and are bored. They are on committees and teach Sunday School. The backslidden seem to be more numerous than the upright and their influence throughout the world vastly more profound. While backsliders do not all manifest the same traits, evidences of their condition are not difficult to pinpoint. The following characteristics merit our serious attention.
13. When you can watch degrading movies and television and read morally debilitating literature, you can be sure you have backslidden. That movies, television, and literature are getting more degenerate with each passing year should be obvious. Imagine Christians allowing themselves to be contaminated by this filth of the world. Would Jesus go with you to the theatre to watch the movie of your choice? Would he join your family television circle and watch with you each hour? Could He sanction all that you read? If not, you have clear evidence of backsliding. Whenever a Christian does anything Jesus will not sanction, he is in deep trouble. If you cannot control what you watch and read, you would be better off without eyes. Did not Jesus say it would be better for a man to pluck out his own eyes rather than be led to lust by what he gazed upon? The Christian should take Jesus’ words seriously and avoid temptation rather than be corrupted. The backslider will think of those who refuse to be corrupted by what they watch as narrow-minded bigots. The backslider will defend his right to read anything published and will read whatever pleases him, advertising his broad-mindedness in the process. No more evidence of backsliding than this is needed.

(TO BE CONTINUED)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Many Still Lack The Fire!

by Vance Havner
It is true that Pentecost, historically, took place once for all. So did Calvary. But each individual must personally appropriate the blood by faith and so must each believer receive by faith the Spirit for power. The promise of the Spirit is received by faith (Gal. 3: 14). It is an experience of spiritual thirst, then coming to Christ, drinking of the Spirit by faith, believing and overflowing (John 7: 37-39). So the blood and bread must be accompanied by fire. We have fundamentalism and facts; we have activity and earnestness and sincerity; we even have blood-washed and blood-nourished Christians, well-taught in the Word, WHO STILL LACK FIRE. Some are prejudiced against it, identifying any definite experience of the Spirit with fanaticism. Some see nothing but a gradual growth in grace. Some mistake the indwelling of the Spirit for the infilling. Some have "received" with a cheap and easy "believism" who somehow did not receive after all. For many reasons the church is largely behind closed doors as before Pentecost, and believers try to stir up a fire from their own sparks instead of being set on fire of God. 

We are not here advocating some wild and weird emotional experience, but we do hold that he who seeks to burn out for God will have to go deeper than sentence prayers and occasional wishful thinking. There must be a holy burning and a consuming longing for the fullness of the Spirit. Tears and fastings and all night prayers have no value of themselves, but God will reward the man who forgets all else seeking the double portion of "power with God and men." It is not that God is stingy and must be coaxed, for He "giveth liberally and upbraideth not." It is that we ourselves are so shallow and sinful that we need to tarry before Him until our restless natures can be stilled and the clamor of outside voices be deadened so that we can hear His voice. Such a state is not easily reached, and the men God uses have paid a price in wrestlings and prevailing prayer. But it is such men who rise from their knees confident of His power and go forth to speak with authority and not as the scribes. 

I saw a human life ablaze with God; I felt a power divine As through an empty vessel of frail clay I saw God's glory shine. Then woke I from a dream, and cried aloud: "My Father, give to me The blessing of a life consumed by God, That I may live for Thee!" 

Reference Used: "Blood, Bread and Fire" By Vance Havner

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I got the following article on my e-mail from a friend. I felt that it was very appropriate and relevant to the theme of my newsletter. What happened to these individuals may happen to anyone of us at any time. We need to always keep in mind what Daniel told Belshazzar is still true today; and that is that we are to honor “the God in whose hand (our) breath is, and whose are all (our) ways” (5:23); for we are told that “in that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain” (v. 30). May “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10), who “delighteth in mercy” (Micah 7:18), and “in (whom) we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28), be pleased to bring conviction to our hearts so that we will turn to Him in Christ Jesus before it’s too late!
Never doubt the Word of God! 


It is written in the Bible (Galatians 6:7): "Be not deceived; God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

Below are some men and women who mocked God: 

JOHN LENNON: Some years before during his interview with an American Magazine, he said: "Christianity will end, it will disappear. I do not have to argue about that. I am certain. Jesus was ok, but his subjects were too simple. Today we (the Beatles) are more famous than Him." (1966) Lennon, after saying that the Beatles were more famous than Jesus Christ, was shot six times. 

TANCREDO NEVES: During his Presidential campaign, he said if he got 500 votes from his party, not even God would remove him from the Presidency. Sure enough, he got the votes but he got sick the day before being made President, and died. 

CAZUZA: During a show in Canecão (Rio de Janeiro), whilst smoking his cigarette, he puffed out some smoke into the air and said: God, that's for you! I can't even explain how he died. 

THE MAN WHO BUILT TITANIC: After the construction of Titanic, a reporter asked him how safe the Titanic would be. With an ironic tone he said: "Not even God can sink it!" The result: I think you all know what happened to the Titanic. 

MARILYN MONROE: She was visited by Billy Graham during a presentation of a show. Being a preacher and Evangelist and the Spirit of God had sent him to preach to her. After hearing what Dr. Graham had to say, she said: "I don't need your Jesus!!" A week later, she was found dead in her apartment. 

BON SCOTT: The ex-vocalist of the AC/DC. On one of his 1979 songs he sang: "Don't stop me; I'm going down all the way, wow, the highway to hell". On the 19th of February 1980, Bon Scott was found dead, where he had choked on his vomit. 

CAMPINAS IN 2005: In Campinas, a group of friends, drunk, went to pick up a friend. The mother accompanied her to the car and was so worried about the drunkenness of her friends, where she said to the daughter - holding her hand, who was already seated in the car: "My daughter, go with God and may He protect you." She responded, "Only if He (God) rides in the boot (the trunk), cause inside here it's already full." 


Hours later, news came that they had been involved in a fatal accident; everyone had died. The make and model of the car could not be recognized it was so badly damaged, but surprisingly, the boot (the trunk) was intact. The police said there was no way the boot could have remained intact. To their surprise, inside the boot was a crate of eggs, and none were broken. 

Many more "important people" have forgotten that there is no other name that was given so much authority than the name of Jesus. Many have died, but only Jesus died and rose again, and he is still alive. PRAISE JESUS! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

P.S: If it was a joke, you would send it to everyone. So are you going to have courage to send this? I have done my part; Jesus said "If you get embarrassed about me, I will also get embarrassed about you before my father. "What benefit does it have, if a man gains the whole world but loses his soul? What can man give in exchange of his soul?" (Mathew 16:26). 

For God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 KJV
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
INVITATION TO SALVATION

In order for one to experience Revival, they first need to have Life, otherwise they are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) and “alienated from the life of God” (4:18). If you have not been “born again” (John 3:3, 7), then you have not the Life of Christ in you according to 1 John 4:12 – “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life”. If this is true of you, then you do not need Revival but Salvation in order to have Life.

You may obtain this Life in Christ Jesus by believing in Him; for “this is the record that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son” (v.11). At the moment that a spiritually dead sinner believes in Him, he “is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). Is this true of you at this very moment?

If not, then “repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). Look only to the Lord Jesus Christ; for He alone died on the Cross in order to save sinners and to give them eternal life. The proof of this is that He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! By faith alone trust Him for your salvation, and ‘be persuaded’ that it’s ALL OF GRACE alone that God will save you. Amen.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

I will be sending out this newsletter to as many as I can find e-mail addresses to. To each and everyone that receives this newsletter, please do me the favor of acknowledging at the above e-mail address that you have received it. If you prefer not to receive it, please let me know, and I will take you off the mailing list. Thank you.

