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IT IS MY HOPE THAT IN RECEIVING MY NEWSLETTER, YOU WILL DESIRE TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE IT EVERY MONTH. BUT IF YOU PREFER NOT TO, PLEASE LET ME KNOW AND I WILL TAKE YOUR NAME OF MY MAILING LIST. I APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE AND I THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE. MAY GOD BE PLEASED TO BLESS YOU AND YOURS.

PURPOSE OF NEWSLETTER

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter, which is as follows: 1) To glorify God; 2) To exalt the Lord Jesus Christ; 3) To magnify His grace; and 4) To announce the full counsel of God. This will be done by proclaiming the Doctrines of Grace, which are consistent with the “one faith” (Ephesians 4:5) of “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

Therefore, the goal of this ministry is to “strive for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27), which was “once delivered to the saints” (Jude v.2); and this will be done by emphasizing those glorious doctrines, that not only will they be “to the praise of the glory of (God’s) grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:5), but will also “in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus” (2:7). 
It will be shown that these precious doctrines are the only ones that can withstand every attack of the enemy from any direction because they are build upon the solid and immovable foundation of God’s Free and Sovereign Grace, and not upon the shifting sands of proud man’s so-called Free Will. Also, these doctrines are the only ones that can give us full assurance of our salvation because from the beginning to the end, it is ALL OF GRACE! May it please “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) to grant us by His “Spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:29) to “receive grace for grace” from His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:16). Amen.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MAN

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13): “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:19, 20).
(Continued from last issue)

In continuing our study, we will now consider at least two reasons for Man’s Responsibility to God, which have to do with his “duty”, and “excuse”. Our first text, of course, is Ecclesiastes 12:13 - “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man”. Literally, “Let us hear the termination, or end, of the whole matter, i.e. that which was spoken of. Fear i.e. revere, namely, the Triune God, and guard, i.e. attend to His commandments, or Law because this is the whole of man”. In other words, after saying all that Solomon said in Ecclesiastes, he comes to this conclusion, or ends up with this, that fearing God and keeping His commandments is, and should be, the all and everything of man’s responsibility and obligation to do it. Barnes’ Commentary puts it like this: “To revere God and to obey Him is the whole man, constitutes man’s whole being; that only is conceded to Man…”; John Gill’s Commentary tells us that “obedience to the whole will of God, is the fruit, effect, and evidence of the former; and takes in all the commands of God, moral and positive, whether under the former or present dispensation; and an observance of them in faith, from a principle of love, and with a view to the glory of God…, and makes a man a whole man, perfect, entire, and wanting nothing; whereas, without this, he is nothing, let him have ever so much of the wisdom, wealth, honor, and profits of this world…, the duty, work, and business of every man, of every son of Adam, be he what he will, high or low, rich or poor, of every age, sex, and condition; or this is the happiness of every man, or that leads to it.” Also, we read in Matthew Henry’s Commentary that “it is all his business and all his blessedness; our whole duty is summed up in this and our whole comfort is bound up in this. It is the concern of every man, and ought to be his chief and continual care; it is the common concern of all men, of their whole time. It is nothing to a man whether he be rich or poor, high or low, but it is the main matter, it is all in all to a man, to fear God and do as he bids him”.
Now, our Responsibility to “fear God, and keep his commandments” is due to the following reasons: First, because He is our Creator God; and as such He is worthy of our fear and obedience. In creating Adam, He had every right to command him as we read: “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:16, 17). The extent of this right is still with us; for although each one of us comes into this world by the process of childbirth, we are still God’s creation; “for in him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28). Secondly, because He is our Sovereign God, meaning that as such He has every right to tell us what to do, or what not to do. Since He “hast created all things, and for (his) pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation 4:11), and “whatsoever the LORD pleased, that, did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places” (Psalm 135:6), such a Glorious and Majestic Being deserves our fear and obedience; and so we are responsible to do so! Thirdly, because our “God is love” (1 John 4:8, 16). Because of sin, man has become “haters of God” (Romans 1:30). Nevertheless, that does not lessen his responsibility to God; on the contrary, to despise God’s love because of our sin makes us (if we can put it like this), more responsible for rejecting it. This is brought out in John 3 where the Lord says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life…He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (vv.16, 18).
Let us now consider our second text that has to do with man’s “excuse”: “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:19, 20). We know that sinful man (which all of us are; “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” [Romans 3:23]), has to hear the Word of God, namely the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in order for them to know who they are before God and their responsibility to Him. Of course, for one to live where they can easily go to hear the Word of God, or have a Bible that is accessible to them, augments their responsibility for not doing so. But our text refers to those that never hear the Word of God or have a Bible; nevertheless, “they are without excuse”! You see, the Natural Revelation of God is made to every man that comes into this world “because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them”. When man looks around him and up to the heavens and sees the natural creation of God, he can understand that there is a God who created them, and to whom he is responsible; and that, renders them inexcusable! Even the pagan jungle savage, from his birth to his death, who never gets a glimpse of “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24), will not be able to “excuse” his responsibility to God!

It follows, then, that at the Great Day of Giving Accounts, absolutely not one person will be able to stand before God and say, “Excuse me, I didn’t know that!” Even “the fool (that) hath said in his heart, There is no God” (Psalm 14:1) will not be able to “excuse” his ignorance, or his willfulness, in denying the existence of God; especially as he stands before Him “because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them” ALL OF THE DAYS OF THEIR LIVES! Barnes Commentary puts it like this: “It is implied here that in order that people should be responsible, they should have the means of knowledge; and that he does not judge them when their ignorance is involuntary, and the means of knowing the truth have not been communicated. But where people have these means within their reach, and will not avail themselves of them, all excuse is taken away”. In other words, simply on the basis of Natural Revelation, i.e. the natural creation around them, man CANNOT “excuse” his Responsibility to God in his “duty” and obedience to Him, including in his Love and Worship of Him. Since, then, God will not ACCEPT any “excuse” that makes us Responsible before Him.
In closing this segment of the Responsibility of Man, let me do so by stating, whether we believe it or not, that ALL OF US will have to give an account of our Responsibility: It doesn’t make any difference who we are, whether Christian or not! We have a “duty” before God, and there will be no “excuse” if we fail in it. That’s why the apostle Peter warns us that “the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begins at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (1 Peter 4:17, 18). There’s no way to avoid it or to impede it; and the proof of this is the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ in that God “hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead” (Acts 17:31); “for the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son…And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man” (John 5:22, 27). So, in what relation are we to stand before the Lord Jesus Christ in that DAY: As one of His sheep, or a goat? “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left…” (Matthew 25:31ff.). You will note that in reading the rest of this chapter, we will stand before Him as responsible as “sheep”, or “goats”! May it please the Lord to bring to our hearts the seriousness of our Responsibility before Him and grant us, of His grace, to be “perfect in every good work to do his will, working in (us) that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 13:21).   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Meditation for the Month

“Turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness”

 (Acts 14:15, 17).
_____________________________________________________________________

A SPIRITUAL TIDBIT FOR JUNE

COMPLETE CLEANSING OF SIN
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).
Man conscious of his sin will ask, “Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” (Micah 6:6, 7). In their religion they will try anything, and everything. Yet, no matter how serious and sincere they are, nothing, absolutely nothing, will give them peace and assurance that their sins, every last one of them, are forgiven. Not only is this true in ALL of the religions in the world, but sadly, it is also true in much of what is called “Christianity”; for there are many that call themselves “Christian” churches, that can NEVER give the awakened and conscious sinner that they can have a Complete Cleansing Of Sin.
But oh, precious everlasting fountain of forgiveness that will never run dry that flows from the Cross at Calvary! We are assured that “the blood of Jesus Christ (God’s) Son cleanseth us from all sin”; for “though (our) sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18). First, note that it is the Blood that cleanses from all sin…, it is not the waters of baptism; or even “though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD” (Jeremiah 2:22). But be washed in the Blood, and all your vileness and filthiness is cleansed away forever and ever! But secondly, note that it is the Blood of the Jesus Christ, the Son of God that cleanses from ALL sin! It is the Blood of Him “who knew no sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21), “who did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22), and “in him was no sin” (1 John 3:5); and therefore, His precious Blood has more than sufficient Power to give us a Complete Cleansing Of Sin. Then, thirdly, His Blood “cleanseth us from all sin”. This means that no sin is left out; for every sin, each sin, and the whole of sin is included in this cleansing. You can be assured that at the moment that YOU believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, you have a Complete Cleansing Of Sin, and so ALL OF YOUR SINS ARE CLEANSED FROM YOU FOR ALL ETERNITY! HALLELUJAH!

 The following are some words from various hymns we sing: Jesus Paid It All “I’ll wash my garments white In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb. Jesus paid it all, All to him I owe; Sin had left a crimson stain, He wash’d it white as snow.” Nothing But The Blood “What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus;…For my cleansing, this my plea, Nothing but the blood of Jesus. Oh! precious is the flow That makes me white as snow; No other fount I know, Nothing but the blood of Jesus”. There Is Power In The Blood “Would you be free from the burden of sin? There’s pow’r in the blood,…Come for a cleansing to Calvary’s tide;…Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow?...Sin stains are lost in its lifegiving flow; There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.” The question is: Are You Washed In The Blood? “Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing pow’r? Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?...Are you washed in the blood, In the soul-cleansing blood of the Lamb? Are your garments spotless? Are they white as snow? Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?” Truly we can rejoice in the assurance that the Blood of my precious Savior has given me a Complete Cleansing Of Sin! May this be true of YOU today! Amen.
_____________________________________________________________________
Man is Responsible - Part 1

Patch Blakey
The U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, has some of the highest humidity of any city on the East Coast during the summer months. For the incoming class of midshipmen (Plebes) at the Naval Academy, the humidity is a particularly unwelcome "shipmate" during their first summer of indoctrination. 

In an effort to prepare them morally, mentally, and physically, the Plebes are frequently exposed to rigorous physical exercise (with due concern being provided that it's not overly demanding for the level of humidity). This training often occurs just before noon meal formation when the Plebes are expected to look their best for visitors and for inspecting officers. 

At noon meal formations, the midshipmen may be inspected by a Marine Major, with a crisply pressed uniform, closely shaven head, and penetrating, unsympathetic eyes, without the slightest hint of moisture on his person. Conversely, the Plebes, at rigid attention, would, like the Wicked Witch of the West, look to all the world as though they were melting in a pool of their own sweat. And then the Major would chance upon some hapless Plebe and, with a piercing gaze, ask, "Are you sweating?" The fearful Plebe would croak back with as much chutzpah as he could muster, "YES, SIR!" To which the Major would respond, "Well . . . knock it off! That's an order!"

To many Christians, this is the same kind of absurdity that they imagine when someone suggests that God commands men to repent and believe, but that men are unable to do so in and of themselves. "How can God hold men responsible for something that they do not have the ability to do?" they ask. This, they assert, would make God out to be unfair or unjust; a sadist who delights in watching men try to do the impossible. And because such a god does not coincide with their imagination, he could not be God, Who would "never" require men to do something that they can't.

I would readily agree with them that God is no sadist. However, is it true that the Bible teaches that God never requires men to do what they are unable to do? Or another way of stating it, are men responsible for what God has ordained them to be? Let's look at some examples. 

In 2 Samuel 24:1, it reads, "And again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and He moved David against them to say, "Go, number Israel and Judah." Yet nine verses later after the deed had been done, David `s conscience caused him to repent of his sin in numbering the people. And then in verses 12 and 13, the seer Gad was sent to David by God to declare God's punishment for David's sin: Go and say unto David, "Thus says the Lord, I offer you three things; choose you one of them, that I may do it unto you." So Gad came to David, and told him and said unto him, "Shall seven years of famine come unto you in thy land? Or will you flee three months before your enemies, while they pursue thee? Or will there be three days' pestilence in your land? Now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me." 

So even though it was God who moved David to give the order, God still held David responsible. 

God had ordained for Jesus to be put to death by ungodly men at the instigation of the Jews, "Him, being delivered by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God, you have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain" (Acts 2:23). Yet God held those same Jews responsible for their evil deed: "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom you have crucified both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36; cf Acts 3:14,15; 4:10; 7:52). In fact, that whole generation was condemned. "Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them you shall kill and crucify; . . . that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom you slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, all these things shall come upon this generation" (Matt. 23:34_36). 

God commands all men everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30). But the Scriptures teach that it is impossible for men to repent in their state of sinfulness: "Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. 8:7-8; cf. 1 Cor. 2:14, Heb. 11:6). Unrepentant sinners are condemned to eternal damnation: "I tell you, nay: but, except you repent, you shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3,5). God holds men responsible for their inability. Yet God is not unjust so as to condemn the righteous (1 Kings 8:32), nor does He take pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezek. 33:11). God is righteous in all His acts (Judg. 5:11). 

Since the Scriptures demonstrate that God does hold men responsible for their actions despite their inability, then the Church needs to re-evaluate its position on this issue. The Bible testifies that salvation "is not of him that wills, nor of him that runs, but of God that shows mercy. . . . Therefore he has mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardens" (Rom. 9:15, 18). Yet someone is bound to ask, "How can God hold men responsible for their inability since no one can resist His will?" "Nay but, O man, who are you that replies against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, `Why have you made me thus?'" (Rom. 9:20). 

God is not on trial before us. Rather it is we who are ever under the scrutiny of a righteous and holy God, our Creator, Who is far more demanding and just than any Marine Major conducting a noon meal inspection of Plebes at the Naval Academy.
De Credenda Agenda http://www.credenda.org/issues/10-2doctrine101.php
____________________________________________________________________________________
AN INVITATION TO SALVATION

God throughout the Holy Scriptures calls sinners to come to Him, and to “be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation” (Isaiah 45:17). Each and every one of us need salvation because all of us are sinners by nature, and we enter this world “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). But unless we are forgiven of our sins, we will enter eternity having to pay for our sins for ever and ever in “the lake of fire”, which “is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14, 15).
To be “in the book of life” means you have been believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and been saved (Acts 16:31); “for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21); and you may believe it in that it “is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). This He can do, dear reader, because on the Cross at Calvary He died for the unjust and shed His precious Blood for the remission of their sins. But that is not all: He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).
The invitation is this: Look to the Cross on which Jesus died and to the empty Tomb from which He rose again, and believe on Him who ALONE can save you from your sins; for “neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Also, see that it is by Grace ALONE and by Faith ALONE that you can be saved: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). May this be true of you TODAY; “(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)” (2 Corinthians 6:2). Amen.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

