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“Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!” (Isaiah 64:1, 2)
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NOTE: Although I’ll be using articles from various authors, it does not mean I agree totally with what they write. But after reading them, I believe some benefit can be derived from them with respect to Revival and Spiritual Awakening.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
MY PURPOSE

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter: It goes out for Revival, for Renewal, for Restoration, and for Reformation. Perhaps to some this means the same thing, yet I believe that there are four aspects of a Life that experiences the Sovereign Grace of God that will be manifested when believers experience these four things in it. It is my desire that “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) will be pleased to use the articles, not only for His awesome Glory, but also to “revive (His) work in the midst of the years” (Habakkuk 3:2); and as a result, we should be willing to “endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2:10).

Therefore, pray with me that God will be pleased to command the clouds to rain again (cp. Isaiah 5:6), so that “in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water” (Isaiah 35:6, 7), as the “showers of blessing”  descend when He “causes the shower to come down in his season” (Ezekiel 34:26). Oh, how we need to pray like David: “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary” (Psalm 63:1)! We can be sure that whenever that happens, not only will we be Revived from our deadness without Him, but also Renewed in our desires of Him, Restored in our fellowship with Him, and Reformed in our walk before Him. Amen!
THE NEED OF THE HOUR!
(Continued from last issue)

“If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; if my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:13, 14).
Now, let us consider our first point…

I. God’s Remedial Judgment upon His People (v.13): “If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people…”
Too many Christians believe that the believer has been judged in Christ Jesus at the moment of salvation; and that they no longer have to be concerned about a further judgment. Of course, that is not true; for as I have already shown that God’s people will be judged and have to give an account of their lives. But as I stated before, this judgment has nothing to do with whether we are to be saved or not; for we “are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ” (Jude v.1), and He “is able to keep (us) from falling (i.e. from losing our salvation and falling into apostasy), and to present (us) faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy” (v.24). Nevertheless, we are not to take for granted that we can live any way we want to and have the assurance that we are saved simply because we profess to be a Christian and belong to some church. You see, not only do we have to stand before the judgment seat of Christ as true Christians, but most certainly in our present life, we will suffer the judgment of God for our sins and backslidings. That, beloved, can be called God’s Remedial Judgment upon His People, which has a twofold purpose: To bring us to repentance of our sins, and to send Revival to His people. Whenever this occurs to anyone of us that professes the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, then, and only then, can we truly be assured that we have been “saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation”; otherwise what Hebrews 12 refers to can be true of us: “And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement (or His remedial judgment), whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons” (vv.5-8).
The first observation we make is that it is God Himself who brings this judgment upon His people. Note that He tells Solomon what He will do: “If I shut up heaven…, if I command the locusts…, or if I send pestilence”. Sometimes I hear professing Christians say that because God is good and merciful He wouldn’t do such things as those mentioned, such as droughts, famines, or plagues; and when they do happen, many will say that it was the devil! But, you cannot deny it: He Himself takes the blame for these things (and I say this reverently). It’s true that He will use other agents to bring His judgments, or His chastisement), upon His people, such as Satan with Job (chapters 1 and 2); or the heathen to punish His people (cp. Joel). Throughout the Old Testament you’ll find many instances of this. Nevertheless, it is still God Himself who deals with His people, and at times severely, for their sins in this life. 

Even today, at the present time, we can be sure of one thing: If God’s people persist in their backslidings, He will sent judgment upon us as promised in our text; for as we are warned in Galatians 6:7,8 – “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting”; and this is so that “when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world” (1 Corinthians 11:32). Do you remember what happened to David for his sin with Bathsheba and what he did with her husband, Uriah, in 2 Samuel 11 and 12? “Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun…Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die” 12:9-11, 14). This, beloved, is a Biblical principle that we ought never to forget: Our heavenly Father will deal with us and reward us if we insist to despise Him and His Word, but also remember that “whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth” (Proverbs 3:12).
But note now, our second observation, is in how He judges His people: “If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people”. Many times the heavenly Father will send temporal, or physical, i.e. natural judgments upon His children, such as mentioned here. In fact, Solomon confessed this in the preceding chapter 6 as he prays: “And if thy people Israel be put to the worse before the enemy, because they have sinned against thee” (v.24); “When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against thee” (v.26); “If there be dearth in the land, if there be pestilence, if there be blasting, or mildew, locusts, or caterpillars; if their enemies besiege them in the cities of their land; whatsoever sore or whatsoever sickness there be” (v.28); “If they sin against thee, (for there is no man which sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them over before their enemies, and they carry them away captives unto a land far off or near” (v.36). Furthermore, Isaiah tells us what God says, “I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it” (5:6); “So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed” (2 Samuel 24:15); etc., etc. Or, do you think that the things that our country has suffered through the years, such as the Great Depression, or more recently, the 9/11 terrorists attacks, and the natural disasters as Hurricane Katrina, etc., have been caused arbitrarily by man or “nature”? No, beloved, you can believe that God was behind all of this; and I daresay that all such “judgments” were brought about because of the sins of God’s people, and their disobedience and backslidings!
Perhaps some will argue that this can’t be true since all people may go through such things, including Christians and non-Christians. Yes, that is true; but who can deny that when droughts, famines or plagues occur everybody suffers, whether Christian or not. Yet our text tells us that God does all of these things to His people, especially in the SPIRITUAL sense. By this we mean a), that when God shuts up heaven so that it doesn’t rain, it has reference to the spiritual “showers of blessing” (Ezekiel 34:26) and the pouring out of His grace to His people, by which we grow in the faith and to be strong in the Lord. But backsliding in our lives will prevent that. Then b), the locusts devouring the land of, at least, the crops planted and causing a famine in the land. Spiritually, though, it’s what we read in Amos 8:11 that God “will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD”. How true is that TODAY the “locusts” have devoured from professing Christianity “the words of faith and of good doctrine” (1 Timothy 4:6) that have been planted by God’s faithful servants, that although many of God’s people are famished and “wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east”, and “run to and fro seeking the word of the LORD, ...(they) shall not find it” (Amos 8:12). That is what backsliding does to God’s people! Furthermore c), when God sends pestilence among His people, you can believe it has reference to spiritual plagues, which can be described as “spiritual sicknesses” that has debilitated, even to the point that many professing Christians may claim that they “hast a name that thou livest, and art dead” (Revelation 3:1); or as 2 Timothy 3:5 puts it: “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof”. In other words, they might act as “Christians”, but their very lives deny the Life of Christ in them; and therefore, because they are so sick of the “pestilence” many die along the way! That is the danger of backsliding!!!
You can see then, that sin in the lives of God’s people is a serious business with Him. He doesn’t play around with us! Although we can say with David that many times God “hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities” (Psalm 103:10); nevertheless, although He is “ready to forgive” and “heal (our) backsliding” (Psalm 86:5; Hosea 14:4), if we continue in our sin He will be to us as follows: “For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him. I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early” (Hosea 5:14, 15). So, people of God, let us honestly confess that God’s judgments are upon us for our good, and that is to bring us back to Him in Christ Jesus; therefore, “come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth” (Hosea 6:1-3).
(To Be Continued In Next Month’s Issue)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EVIDENCES OF A BACKSLIDDEN CONDITION

From Revival

By Richard Owen Roberts

Backslidden Christians are evident everywhere. They are in the churches and out of the churches. They are in the pews and in the pulpits. They are on boards and are bored. They are on committees and teach Sunday School. The backslidden seem to be more numerous than the upright and their influence throughout the world vastly more profound. While backsliders do not all manifest the same traits, evidences of their condition are not difficult to pinpoint. The following characteristics merit our serious attention.
16. When you become content with your lack of spiritual power and no longer seek repeated enduements of power from on high, you have backslidden. The growing Christian, characterized by spiritual yearnings and restlessness, wants more and more of God’s grace and fullness. Every experience in the Christian’s pilgrimage is but a stimulus to new heights. Yesterday’s growth is a reminder of tomorrow’s needs and opportunities. A fresh outpouring of God’s power and grace whets the appetite for yet another. A precious time in prayer and the Word is an encouragement to further times of prayer and Bible study. However, this is not true for the backslider who is content to sit back and enjoy what he has already experienced. Let others go on seeking power with God; he has found all he wants. Let others press on towards new goals; the backslider is comfortable where he is. No intimations of Spirit outpourings, no descriptions of lofty spiritual heights, and no appeals to fresh consecration disturb his slumbers. 
(Continued next issue)
______________________________________________________________________________________________

(This is a very appropriate article, but I believe it can only be true if Revival takes place in the lives of God’s people. Otherwise, all we’ll do is say ‘God bless you’ to our neighbor, but at the same time not be concerned for their souls!)
GRAB A HOSE!
 

Coach Dave Daubenmire
June 1, 2006
NewsWithViews.com

I saw a clip on the TV the other night that really got me thinking. That’s dangerous, you know, me thinking. My wife often tells me that I spend too much time talking to myself.

I tell her that I am the only one who understands me. 

But I digress. 

The TV clip was of a man outside of his burning home. Having just returned from his son’s ballgame, he was shocked to discover flames shooting out of the top of his roof. In a panic he sprinted towards the garage and emerged dragging a yellow water hose over his shoulder. As he desperately connected the end of the hose to the outdoor spigot, one of his well-meaning neighbors cried out to him. 

“Paul, don’t waste your time. That little water hose isn’t going to make any difference. The fire has spread too far. Wait on the fire-trucks…there isn’t anything that you can do to stop it.” 

As despair slid over Paul’s face, he answered, “Maybe so. But I’ll be darned if I am going to just stand here and watch it burn. Grab a hose, will you? Maybe we can hold the line until the firemen get here.” 

“Wow,” I said to myself as I nibbled on my popcorn “That is a picture of modern Christianity. The world is on fire and we want to watch it burn. Let’s just wait for Jesus, the fireman, to show up.” 

I’ve never seen anything like it, the disconnect between what Christians believe and how they act. Because of the “Left Behind” series more and more Americans are wondering about the end of days. 

“Is the end really near? All of the signs point that way. Earthquakes, famines, wars, rumors of wars, pestilence, are certainly the sign-posts that Jesus taught us. He could return any day.” 

I hear that kind of talk a lot. Too bad we don’t really believe it. 

What do I mean, you ask? Are you offended that I say you don’t believe it…that I question your faith? 

Well, I don’t really think most Christians believe it. If they did, they would grab a hose. 

I don’t want to argue eschatology. I haven’t studied it enough to give an intelligent opinion. To be perfectly honest with you, I really couldn’t care less. I think it is a waste of time. Jesus is coming…. I believe that, but I’ll be darn if I am going to just sit around and study the fire truck’s arrival time. The end for me could come tomorrow. I’m gonna work while the sun shines. 

You remember Paul, the guy whose house was on fire? Wouldn’t it have been odd if instead of grabbing the hose he had driven to the local furniture store to purchase a new bedroom suit? 

“Paul,” you might have said, “What are you doing? Your house is on fire and you are going shopping for furniture? You aren’t going to have a home to put it in. Now is not the time to shop….now is the time to rescue what you can before it is burned up.” 

Let me connect the dots. This second Paul represents most Christians. They say they believe the end is near, but all they want to do is store up riches. 

Think I’m crazy? What are they studying in your church? Financial stewardship? Ten Steps to Prosperity? Your Best Life Now? Marriage enhancement? End time prophecy conference? 

Are you in the midst of a building project? If you don’t mind me asking, why would you build a church if you are getting ready to leave this planet? 

If we really believed the end was near, wouldn’t we stop studying the end-time signs, storing up stuff and teach our folks how to rescue those in peril? Does your church train you in evangelism, take you to the streets, and show you how to impact your community? Does your pastor spend as much time training you to bless others as he does training you to bless yourself? 

We are fixated on last-days prophecy as if we need to convince ourselves that Jesus really is coming back. We study the fig tree, the four-horsemen, the bear from the north, six-six-six, the mark of the beast, and try and figure out just when all hell is going to break loose on the earth. 

All the while the world is on fire as we sit around and try and figure out how long it will take for the fire-truck to make it down our street. You see, we really don’t believe what we say we believe. 

If we did, we would be spending more time rescuing our valuables (friends) and making sure that no one was left in the burning house (America). 

Instead we store up greater riches, buy bigger houses, pray for greater financial blessings, and build bigger churches. We act as if the church building is a rapture bus-stop. 

As Paul’s house burned would it be wise for him to build a new addition? 

One thing that really struck me about the terrible events of nine-one-one was the heroic efforts of the firemen. As they looked high in the sky at the flames shooting out of the towers, they realized that those trapped in the inferno were facing impending doom. Their job was to rescue as many souls as possible. 

Aren’t we glad they didn’t just sit in the firehouse convinced that there wasn’t anything they could do to save the people? Against all natural human inclinations to save themselves, they ran into a building that everyone else was running out of. Hundreds gave their lives rescuing folks they didn’t even know. 

The American church could learn something from those firemen. 

I spend my time fighting to save America. Many of my Christian friends think I am wasting my time. It is only going to get worse, they say, as they head to the mall. 

Complacent ignorance is the most lethal sickness of the soul. –Plato 

The soul of America is sick. Complacent ignorance has gripped this land. 

When Jesus returns, if I am still alive, I hope he finds me with a hose in my hand. 

What about you? Impending doom is at the door, death is knocking, while Christians play church. 

Jesus is coming. America is on fire. Do you believe it? 

Somebody grab a hose.
© 2006 Dave Daubenmire - All Rights Reserved

______________________________________________________________________________________________
INVITATION TO SALVATION

In order for one to experience Revival, they first need to have Life, otherwise they are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) and “alienated from the life of God” (4:18). If you have not been “born again” (John 3:3, 7), then you have not the Life of Christ in you according to 1 John 4:12 – “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life”. If this is true of you, then you do not need Revival but Salvation in order to have Life.

You may obtain this Life in Christ Jesus by believing in Him; for “this is the record that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son” (v.11). At the moment that a spiritually dead sinner believes in Him, he “is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). Is this true of you at this very moment?

If not, then “repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). Look only to the Lord Jesus Christ; for He alone died on the Cross in order to save sinners and to give them eternal life. The proof of this is that He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! By faith alone trust Him for your salvation, and ‘be persuaded’ that it’s ALL OF GRACE alone that God will save you. Amen.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

I will be sending out this newsletter to as many as I can find e-mail addresses to. To each and everyone that receives this newsletter, please do me the favor of acknowledging at the above e-mail address that you have received it. If you prefer not to receive it, please let me know, and I will take you off the mailing list. Thank you.

