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“Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!” (Isaiah 64:1, 2)
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NOTE: Although I’ll be using articles from various authors, it does not mean I agree totally with what they write. But after reading them, I believe some benefit can be derived from them with respect to Revival and Spiritual Awakening.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
MY PURPOSE

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter: It goes out for Revival, for Renewal, for Restoration, and for Reformation. Perhaps to some this means the same thing, yet I believe that there are four aspects of a Life that experiences the Sovereign Grace of God that will be manifested when believers experience these four things in it. It is my desire that “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) will be pleased to use the articles, not only for His awesome Glory, but also to “revive (His) work in the midst of the years” (Habakkuk 3:2); and as a result, we should be willing to “endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2:10).

Therefore, pray with me that God will be pleased to command the clouds to rain again (cp. Isaiah 5:6), so that “in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water” (Isaiah 35:6, 7), as the “showers of blessing”  descend when He “causes the shower to come down in his season” (Ezekiel 34:26). Oh, how we need to pray like David: “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary” (Psalm 63:1)! We can be sure that whenever that happens, not only will we be Revived from our deadness without Him, but also Renewed in our desires of Him, Restored in our fellowship with Him, and Reformed in our walk before Him. Amen!
THE NEED OF THE HOUR!
(Continued from last issue)

“If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; if my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:13, 14).
In continuing with our message, we will now consider our second point, which is II. God’s Gracious Invitation to His People (v.14a). One of the most hopeful truths of God’s Word is that even though God will at times deal severely with us for our many sins and backslidings, yet we also find that He is always calling us back to Him. You can’t read the Scriptures and not find this to be true. There can be times that our souls refuse to be comforted because of our sin, yet we can be assured that He will never leave us or forsake us in our backslidings, but in His grace will tell us what we need to do to be forgiven and have our backsliding healed. Such is God’s Gracious Invitation To His People of our text.

Now, we have to keep in mind that God’s invitations are conditional. By this it is meant that in order for the promise to be fulfilled there are certain things that we have to comply with, such as we see in our text. But also keep in mind that we can only do them by God’s grace. This is why we can be confident that we will be Revived, Renewed, Restored and Reformed; and the proof that His grace is effectual in us is that we will do those things that are required in His invitation, i.e. humble ourselves, pray, seek His face and turn from our wicked ways. Beloved, it is impossible to do them without His grace. This is why Revival and Spiritual Awakening is not of man’s doing or ingenuity, but totally of the Free and Sovereign Grace of Him; for as it is written: “So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy” (Romans 9:16).
Having said that, let us now look at what Grace does for the backsliding Christian: First, it causes us to “humble (our)selves”. Pride is the primary sin in backsliding. It makes us rebellious and obstinate. The “I, Me and Myself” reigns in our hearts; for it has turned away from God to Self. Pride makes us love sin, live in sin and for sin. But then Grace comes in and gives us a broken heart and contrite spirit; “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18) in order “to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones” (Isaiah 57:15). Besides, “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6). Pride is now driven out, and falling before God in brokenness and contrition, we “humble (our)selves…under the mighty hand of God” (1 Peter 5:6), confessing our sins as He commands His people in Jeremiah 3:13, 22, “Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God…Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings”.
But secondly, we find that we are to “pray”. Although God could of His sovereign grace revive His people without us doing absolutely nothing, yet we find that this is not so! In fact, prayer is required if we are to experience Revival, not only personally but also corporately. Besides, what would be the first thing that a humbled backslider would do, if not to “pray”? Pride because of sin prevents praying and will cause us to say as the wicked, “What profit should we have, if we pray unto him?” (Job 21:14). Prayer should be a delight to God’s people, but if it is not it’s because we are not in fellowship with Him! Nevertheless, here in this instant we are required to “pray” if we are experience Revival; for prayer does something that nothing else does. It shows that we have been humbled and that we look outside of ourselves for our need. “O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously…” (Hosea 14:1, 2). Do not think for a moment that we can have Revival without prayer, but prayer that comes from a broken heart that is repentant because of our many sins and cries out for forgiveness and Restoration. 
Then, thirdly, if we are truly humbled and truly praying we will “seek (his) face”. In other words, the one with a broken heart and contrite spirit has urgency, of not only being forgiven, but being able to come into God’s presence and find forgiving grace in Him. God Himself tells the backslider in Hosea 5:15, “I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early”. Note that it is said that if we do not do so, we are apart from Him. But if we are now humbled and praying because of His judgment (v.13), “in (our) affliction (we) will seek (him) early”! We will do as David said: “When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek” (Psalm 27:8). Seeking His face reveals that one is serious in being restored into communion with God, as seeing His face indicates the joy that comes from being forgiven and walking in the joy of the Lord; for “he shall pray unto God, and he will be favourable unto him: and he shall see his face with joy” (Job 33:26).
Finally, fourthly, we are to “turn from (our) wicked ways”. If we don’t do this, beloved, than claiming that we have humbled ourselves, are praying, and seeking God’s face, will be for naught. To continue walking in our “wicked ways” reveals that we are not broken in heart and contrite of spirit; and so have not “godly sorrow (that) worketh repentance to salvation” (2 Corinthians 7:10). But in the other hand, if we “turn from (our) wicked ways”, it means, then, that we have turned back to God and His ways!  The evidence of this is the manifestation of a “changed life” that occurs when we “turn from (our) wicked ways”. 

Now, it is to be noted that ALL of this, i.e. that we humble ourselves, that we pray, that we seek God’s face, and that we turn from our wicked ways is impossible by, and of, our own. Try as much as we want to, we will never be able to do anything unless ”God…worketh in (us) both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). That’s why it has to be ALL OF GRACE! That’s why we have to look to Him who is “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10), and receive from Him “grace for (upon) grace” (John 1:16) from the beginning to the end. True Revival is the manifestation of the Free and Sovereign Grace of God upon His people. It does not come because of special planned revival meetings; it doesn’t come because of some particular popular preacher; it doesn’t come because of any means we might use or ideas we might come with; NO! True Revival comes because it has pleased our God to “renew our days as of old” (Lamentations 5:21) and to “heal (our) backsliding” (Hosea 14:4). Oh, may it be so for us TODAY in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EVIDENCES OF A BACKSLIDDEN CONDITION

From Revival

By Richard Owen Roberts

Backslidden Christians are evident everywhere. They are in the churches and out of the churches. They are in the pews and in the pulpits. They are on boards and are bored. They are on committees and teach Sunday School. The backslidden seem to be more numerous than the upright and their influence throughout the world vastly more profound. While backsliders do not all manifest the same traits, evidences of their condition are not difficult to pinpoint. The following characteristics merit our serious attention.
17. When you pardon your own sin and sloth by saying the Lord understands and remembers that we are dust, you have revealed your backslidden condition. Of course, God understands! Certainly He remembers that we are dust, but what has God’s understanding to do with our sin and sloth? Christians are not called to take their ease. Christians were not born of the Spirit of God in order that they might continue in sin. To continue in sin and to tolerate sloth on the pretext of appreciating the grace of God are presumptions of the worst kind. This evil approach is certainly not new. When the Apostle Paul asked, Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? He vehemently answered his own question by declaring, God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? (Romans 6:1, 2). Willingness to condone or pardon one’s own sin and spiritual sloth is a certain sign of backsliding.
(TO BE CONTINUED)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WHAT IS A REVIVAL?

By Charles H. Spurgeon

        The word “revival” is as familiar in our mouths as a household word. We are constantly speaking about and praying for “revival;” would it not be as well to know what we mean by it? Of the Samaritans our Lord said, "Ye worship ye know not what," let him not have to say to us, "Ye know not what ye ask." The word "revive" wears its meaning upon its forehead; it is from the Latin, and may be interpreted thus—to live again, to receive again a life which has almost expired; to rekindle into a flame the vital spark which was nearly extinguished. 

[image: image2]When a person has been dragged out of a pond nearly drowned, the bystanders are afraid that he is dead, and are anxious to ascertain if life still lingers. The proper means are used to restore animation; the body is rubbed, stimulants are administered, and if by God's providence life still tarries in the poor clay, the rescued man opens his eyes, sits up, and speaks, and those around him rejoice that he has revived. A young girl is in a fainting fit, but after a while she returns to consciousness, and we say, "she revives." The flickering lamp of life in dying men suddenly flames up with unusual brightness at intervals, and those who are watching around the sick bed say of the patient, "he revives."
[image: image3]In these days, when the dead are not miraculously restored, we do not expect to see the revival of a person who is totally dead, and we could not speak of the re-vival of a thing which never lived before. It is clear that the, term "revival" can only be applied to a living soul, or to that which once lived. To be revived is a blessing which can only be enjoyed by those who have some degree of life. Those who have no spiritual life are not, and cannot be, in the strictest sense of the term, the subjects of a revival. Many blessings may come to the unconverted in consequence of a revival among Christians, but the revival itself has to do only with those who already possess spiritual life. There must be vitality in some degree before there can be a quickening of vitality, or, in other words, a revival.
[image: image4]A true revival is to be looked for in the church of God. Only in the river of gracious life can the pearl of revival be found. It has been said that a revival must begin with God's people; this is very true, but it is not all the truth, for the revival itself must end as well as begin there. The results of the revival will extend to the outside world, but the revival, strictly speaking, must be within the circle of life, and must therefore essentially be enjoyed by the possessors of vital godliness, and by them only. Is not this quite a different view of revival from that; which is common in society; but is it not manifestly the correct one?
[image: image5]It is a sorrowful fact that many who are spiritually alive greatly need reviving. It is sorrowful because it is a proof of the existence of much spiritual evil. A man in sound health with every part of his body in a vigorous condition does not need reviving. He requires daily sustenance, but reviving would be quite out of place. If he has not yet attained maturity growth will be most desirable, but a hale hearty young man wants no reviving, it would be thrown away upon him. Who thinks of reviving the noonday sun, the ocean at its flood, or the year at its prime? The tree planted by the rivers of water loaded with fruit needs not excite our anxiety for its revival, for its fruitfulness and beauty charm every one. Such should be the constant condition of the sons of God. Feeding and lying down in green pastures and led by the still waters they ought not always to be crying, "my leanness, my leanness, woe unto me." Sustained by gracious promises and enriched out of the fullness which God has treasured up in his dear Son, their souls should prosper and be in health, and their piety ought to need no reviving. They should aspire to a higher blessing, a richer mercy, than a mere revival. They have the nether springs already; they should earnestly cover the upper springs. They should be asking for growth in grace, for increase of strength, for greater success; they should have out-climbed and out-soared the period in which they need to be constantly crying, "Wilt thou not revive us again?" For a church to be constantly needing revival is the indication of much sin, for if it were sound before the Lord it would remain in the condition into which a revival would uplift its members. A church should be a camp of soldiers, not an hospital of invalids. But there is exceedingly much difference between what ought be and what is, and consequently many of God's people are in so sad a state that the very fittest prayer for them is for revival. Some Christians are, spiritually, but barely alive. When a man has been let down into a vat or into a well full of bad air, yea do not wonder when he is drawn up again that he is half-dead, and urgently requires to be revived. Some Christians—to their shame be it spoken!—descend into such worldly company, not upon such unhallowed principles, and become so carnal, that when they are drawn up by God's grace from their backsliding position they want reviving, and even need that their spiritual breath should as it were be breathed into their nostrils afresh by God's Spirit.
[image: image6]When a man starves himself, continuing for a long time without food, when he is day after day without a morsel of bread between his lips, we do not marvel that the surgeon, finding him in extremities, says, "This man has weakened his system, he is too low, and wants reviving." Of course he does, for he has brought himself by low diet into a state of weakness. Are there not hundreds of Christians—shame that it should be so!—who live day after day without feeding upon Bible truth? shall it be added without real spiritual communion with God? they do not even attend the week-night services, and they are indifferent hearers on the Lord's day. Is it remarkable that they want reviving? Is not the fact that they do so greatly need it most dishonorable to themselves and distressing to their truly spiritual brethren?
[image: image7]There is, a condition of mind which is even more sad than either of the two above mentioned; it is a thorough, gradual, but certain decline of all the spiritual powers. Look at that consumptive man whose lungs are decaying, and in whom the vital energy is ebbing; it is painful to see the faintness which suffuses him after exertion, and the general languor which overspreads his weakened frame. Far more sad to the spiritual eye is the spectacle presented by spiritual consumptives who in some quarters meet us on all hands. The eye of faith is dim and overcast, and seldom flashes with holy joy; the spiritual countenance is hollow and sunken with doubts and fears; the tongue of praise is partially paralyzed, and has little to say for Jesus; the spiritual frame is lethargic, and its movements are far from vigorous; the man is not anxious to be doing anything for Christ; a horrible numbness, a dreadful insensibility has come over him; he is in soul like a sluggard in the dog-days, who finds it hard labor to lie in bed and brush away the flies from his face. If these spiritual consumptives hate sin they do it so weakly that one might fear that they loved it still. If they love Jesus, it is so coldly that it is a point of question whether they love at all. If they sing Jehovah's praises it is very sadly, as if hallelujahs were dirges. If they mourn for sin it is only with half-broken hearts, and their grief is shallow and unpractical. If they hear the Word of God they are never stirred by it; enthusiasm is an unknown luxury. If they come across a precious truth they perceive nothing particular in it, any more than the cock in the fable, in the jewel which he found in the farmyard. They throw themselves back upon the enchanted couch of sloth, and while they are covered with rags they dream of riches and great increase of goods. It is a sad, sad thing when Christians fall into this state; then indeed they need reviving, and they must have it, for "the whole head is sick and the whole heart faint." Every lover of souls should intercede for declining professors that the visitations of God may restore them; that the Sun of righteousness may arise upon them with healing beneath his wings.
[image: image8]When revival comes to a people who are in the state thus briefly described, it simply brings them to the condition in which they ought always to have been; it quickens them, gives them new life, stirs the coals of the expiring fire, and puts heavenly breath into the languid lungs. The sickly soul which before was insensible, weak, and sorrowful, grows earnest, vigorous, and happy in the Lord. This is the immediate fruit of revival, and it becomes all of us who are believers to seek this blessing for backsliders, and for ourselves if we are declining in grace.
(Continued in next issue)

______________________________________________________________________________________________
INVITATION TO SALVATION

In order for one to experience Revival, they first need to have Life, otherwise they are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) and “alienated from the life of God” (4:18). If you have not been “born again” (John 3:3, 7), then you have not the Life of Christ in you according to 1 John 4:12 – “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life”. If this is true of you, then you do not need Revival but Salvation in order to have Life.

You may obtain this Life in Christ Jesus by believing in Him; for “this is the record that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son” (v.11). At the moment that a spiritually dead sinner believes in Him, he “is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). Is this true of you at this very moment?

If not, then “repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). Look only to the Lord Jesus Christ; for He alone died on the Cross in order to save sinners and to give them eternal life. The proof of this is that He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! By faith alone trust Him for your salvation, and ‘be persuaded’ that it’s ALL OF GRACE alone that God will save you. Amen.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

I will be sending out this newsletter to as many as I can find e-mail addresses to. To each and everyone that receives this newsletter, please do me the favor of acknowledging at the above e-mail address that you have received it. If you prefer not to receive it, please let me know, and I will take you off the mailing list. Thank you.

