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NOTE: Although I’ll be using articles from various authors, it does not mean I agree totally with what they write. But after reading them, I believe some benefit can be derived from them with respect to Revival and Spiritual Awakening.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
MY PURPOSE

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter: It goes out for Revival, for Renewal, for Restoration, and for Reformation. Perhaps to some this means the same thing, yet I believe that there are four aspects of a Life that experiences the Sovereign Grace of God that will be manifested when believers experience these four things in it. It is my desire that “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) will be pleased to use the articles, not only for His awesome Glory, but also to “revive (His) work in the midst of the years” (Habakuk 3:2); and as a result, we should be willing to “endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2:10).

Therefore, pray with me that God will be pleased to command the clouds to rain again (cp. Isaiah 5:6), so that “in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water” (Isaiah 35:6,7), as the “showers of blessing”  descend when He “causes the shower to come down in his season” (Ezekiel 34:26). Oh, how we need to pray like David: “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary” (Psalm 63:1)! We can be sure that whenever that happens, not only will we be Revived from our deadness without Him, but also Renewed in our desires of Him, Restored in our fellowship with Him, and Reformed in our walk before Him. Amen!
A RESOLUTION FOR THE NEW YEAR
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new”

 (2 Corinthians 5:17).
It has become traditional for many to make resolutions to begin the New Year resolving to be better persons in some way or another, either in their relationships with people, or by leaving off some bad habit or vice they might have; or at least to be more responsible and caring in their lives. Also, it could be said that up to a certain degree, there are some that will accomplish their goals during the year, and that there will be changes in their lives. Even if such a person is not a Christian, it would seem that they were able to accomplish their resolution without praying to God and beseeching Him for “grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). Of course, we know that this is not so; for God is still in control in the lives of the unbelievers so that the outcome of their resolutions is according to the sovereign will of Him “in whose hand (our) breath is, and whose are all (our) ways” (Daniel 5:23) so that even though “a man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps” (Proverbs 16:5). In other words, one may resolve to change his life, yet it is still God who determines the outcome of it!
Having said that, let us deal with the question: Should a Christian make New Year’s resolutions? Would it be helpful in our spiritual life and walk with the Lord to make resolutions that we will be better Christians this coming year? I would think that some will say “Yes”; but let me ask you, “Haven’t you from the time of your conversion made any promises to the Lord, or “resolutions”, that you would live a more consistent life as a Christian, and yet, come so short of it, that you have to ask forgiveness for your failures?” I would believe that you, and I, have to confess that it is so. In fact, we would have to admit that throughout this past year there have been times of spiritual declensions and backslidings, that even after promising our Lord to do better and to be faithful to Him, we find that it is “impossible”! I have to say that the reason for this is because we are making “resolutions” based on the wrong premises; and that is, using the New Year as the “beginning” of a “new life” for the rest of the year. Christians, beloved, do not need Resolutions; what they need is Revival; for as we have said so many times before, Revival is to Revive, to Renew, to Restore, and to Reform the Christian who is not living the Life of Christ; and when this is true of a believer, than their lives will not be consistent with what they profess to be. Amen?
Besides, we are warned about making “resolutions”, or promising God anything; for He will hold us accountable for what we have promised to Him. Consider this: “When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay” (Ecclesiastes 5:4,5). “When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee. But if thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in thee. That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform…” (Deuteronomy 23:21-23). This tells us, beloved, that making “resolutions” for the New Year is serious business; and if we are not “strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:1) and “walking by faith,” and “not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), (this is the spiritual condition and state of a backsliding Christian,) then it is better to not make any resolutions, than to make them and come short of them.
Now, that doesn’t mean that we should not be concerned of our failures this past year, and desire to truly “walk the talk”, as many call our profession of faith as Christians, for the coming year. Yet it is not that we will make a New Year’s “resolution” to do so, but that we will be reminded by the “beginning” of a New Year, that we also already had a “new beginning” in Christ Jesus, and so by the grace of God we will be resolved to live as we have been called to live in Christ Jesus. Now, mind you, I’m not contradicting myself with respect to what I said previously about New Year’s resolutions; no, what I am saying is that because I am already “a new creature…in Christ: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). This, of course, occurred when I was “born again” (John 3:3,7), i.e. “born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:13). At that moment, “old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new”. So, as I look at the Near Year, not only do I see it as a reminder of whom I am in Christ Jesus, but also as an opportunity to call on God for a fresh outpouring of His Holy Spirit so that I can also “walk, even as he walked” (1 John 2:6), who left “us an example, that we should follow his steps” (1 Peter 2:21). That, beloved people of God, should be our Resolution; and that Resolution should be based on 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new”.

Note some precious truths of our text that brings this out: First, every true believer “is a new creature”, or “creation”. It is not that the New Year’s resolution makes one “a new creature”, but the Christian is already one, in spite of the resolution! That means that the Christian, by Divine grace and power, has been created anew; or is a “new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). Based on this fact, then the Christian does not have to make a resolution on New year’s Day to be a better Christian, but is to accept this truth by faith and act on it so that the Life of the Lord Jesus Christ will be evident. That this can be true is simply because, secondly, “old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new”. In other words, at the moment of becoming “a new creature…in Christ”, the “old things”, i.e. the “original” things of what we were as lost and unredeemed sinners outside of Christ, are “gone by, or away” from us so that now “all, i.e. everything” has “been caused to be” “new” in Christ Jesus. Prayerfully study Romans 6 that brings this out in a way that shows why we don’t have to be making “resolutions”, but simply believe what God says who we are in His Son and obey it!

Especially note, beloved, thirdly, that this can only be true if we are “in Christ”. We can put it in another way: One may make all kinds of “resolutions” for the New Year, yet in spite of all the good intentions, apart from being “in Christ”, there really cannot be “a new beginning” without being “a new creature” and indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God. We seem to forget that those that are “in Christ” are no longer just simply “human” (ref. to 1 Corinthians 3:3), for we are told by the apostle Peter that it has been “given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these (we) might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:4). Beloved, it is said that “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13); so what does that mean but that I can live above the “human” level, i.e. that level of being worldly, natural, and carnal? But “in Christ” I can now have a Life that is heavenly, spiritual, and holy. This is the kind of Life that every true Christian was initiated with in the New Birth to fulfill what they are called to in their Election “in (Christ) before the foundation of the world…” (Ephesians 1:4). This is brought out to us by Paul in Colossians by considering the hope we have in Christ: “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:… put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:… Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity (love), which is the bond of perfectness” (3:5,8-10,12-14).
But alas! How short we come in living this blessed Life in and for our precious Savior! Of course, we have to confess that it is due to our many backslidings, which we have a tendency to do, as the Lord Himself says: “My people are bent to backsliding from me” (Hosea 11:7). Every day, beloved, we have to be on guard from those things that will cause us to backslide, not only from outside, but especially from within. We have to remember that although we may “be partakers of the divine nature”, yet every true Christian still has a sinful nature within. That means, then, that every day of the year can be a constant battle against every temptation to sin and to backslide, but also each day can be one of joyful submission to the Holy Spirit so that by year’s end we can look back at the year, not with regret for our many failures, but with rejoicings and praises for the victories we were given in Christ Jesus. Yes, we will still see our stumbling and shortcomings, including our disobedience and backslidings, during the year, but we will also see the many refreshings of God’s grace on our lives as He has Revived us, Renewed us, Restored us; and most certainly, Reformed us! If this has not been your experience, my dear friend, than I would to say that either you are a stranger to the Grace of God, or you have been so hardened in your backsliding that you can longer “feel” the conviction of sin; or worse, perhaps God has left you to your sins! Oh, may it not be so!

Perhaps there may be one that reads these words and say, “Oh, I’ve tried my best to live as a Christian and to be loving, caring, and responsible as a believer in Christ. But no matter what I’ve tried; and yes, even prayed, I just can’t make it”. I hear you, my friend; and I would believe that others will say the same. This, of course, is what brings many to making a New Year’s resolution. They are tired of being such a failure, and do really want to have a “new beginning”; and so what greater opportunity than the New Year. This might be very noble and commendable, but if we are truly concerned about all of this, then we have to deal with “the root of the matter” (Job 19:28); and it is OUR OWN SIN! We have to recognize this and acknowledge it; for sin has been involved in every decision we made throughout the year, whether in being defeated or in being victorious. So then, our only hope we have to “start anew”, is not to make a New Year’s resolution to try to live the Christian life, but to confess our sins and ask for forgiveness for Christ’s sake; for it has to start with HIM! It is ONLY “in Christ”, that “old things are passed away”, including our “old sins”, and “all things are become new”, so that NOW again you can start to walk the New Life in Christ for this coming year.

Go to Him right now, and by faith plead His precious Blood that “cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7), and His Righteousness, with which we have been “made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21); and in this same faith, plead the promise of Romans 8:32 that “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”, so that “in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us” (v.37). Yes, you may and can, live this coming year in the Grace and Power that only God can give you in Christ Jesus, which He gave you when you first believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and were saved. Even now, in your deepest backslidings, cry out to Him in “repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21), and with a broken heart say to Him, “Turn thou (me) unto thee, O LORD, and (I) shall be turned; renew (my) days as of old” (Lamentations 5:21). If you truly do this, then you will be able to say with Paul: “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13,14). IT IS HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION THAT GUARANTEES THIS! May God the Father grant this to be so in the Love of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Power of His precious Holy Spirit for their glory. Amen.

EVIDENCES OF A BACKSLIDDEN CONDITION

From Revival

By Richard Owen Roberts

Backslidden Christians are evident everywhere. They are in the churches and out of the churches. They are in the pews and in the pulpits. They are on boards and are bored. They are on committees and teach Sunday School. The backslidden seem to be more numerous than the upright and their influence throughout the world vastly more profound. While backsliders do not all manifest the same traits, evidences of their condition are not difficult to pinpoint. The following characteristics merit our serious attention.
11. When you can mouth religious songs and words without heart, be sure backsliding is present. Much public singing of hymns and Gospel music must be utterly distasteful to God. Consider the ease with which Christians sing,
My Jesus, I love thee, I know Thou art mine,
For Thee all the follies of sin I resign

When no abandonment of sin is intended and no fresh love of Christ is present, or

Sweeter as the years go by…

When bitterness fills the heart more and more with each passing year.

Contemplate the often repeated prayer, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, lifted Sunday after Sunday by men and women who steadfastly refuse to so the will of God themselves and are surely in no position to assist its accomplishment in the lives of others. Consider testimony meetings in which only events of years ago are narrated because the speaker has no current experience with the Lord which he can share. The ability to mouth religious phrases, songs, prayers, and testimonies without depth of feeling is a certain sign of backsliding. Every honest Christian can expect occasions when he bows to the will of God only with the greatest of difficulty, but on such occasions he has the grace of silence. The backslider, however, finds no difficulty speaking hypocritically. To mouth the words and phrases of affection and commitment actually foreign to his own heart poses no greater difficulty than continuing in his backslidden condition.

(TO BE CONTINUED)
All three entries below are taken from Charles H. Spurgeon MORNING AND EVENING DEVOTIONAL
(Both are appropriate, one for the Near Year, and the other as we reflect upon the past year)
January

01/01/AM

'They did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.'-Joshua 5:12

Israel's weary wanderings were all over, and the promised rest was attained. No more moving tents, fiery serpents, fierce Amalekites, and howling wildernesses: they came to the land which flowed with milk and honey, and they ate the old corn of the land. Perhaps this year, beloved Christian reader, this may be thy case or mine. Joyful is the prospect, and if faith be in active exercise, it will yield unalloyed delight. To be with Jesus in the rest which remaineth for the people of God, is a cheering hope indeed, and to expect this glory so soon is a double bliss. Unbelief shudders at the Jordan which still rolls between us and the goodly land, but let us rest assured that we have already experienced more ills than death at its worst can cause us. Let us banish every fearful thought, and rejoice with exceeding great joy, in the prospect that this year we shall begin to be 'for ever with the Lord.'

A part of the host will this year tarry on earth, to do service for their Lord. If this should fall to our lot, there is no reason why the New Year's text should not still be true. 'We who have believed do enter into rest.' The Holy Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance; He gives us 'glory begun below.' In heaven they are secure, and so are we preserve in Christ Jesus; there they triumph over their enemies, and we have victories too. Celestial spirits enjoy communion with their Lord, and this is not denied to us; they rest in His love, and we have perfect peace in Him: they hymn His praise, and it is our privilege to bless Him too. We will this year gather celestial fruits on earthly ground, where faith and hope have made the desert like the garden of the Lord. Man did eat angels' food of old, and why not now ? O for grace to feed on Jesus, and so to eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan this year!

December

12/12/PM

'They have dealt treacherously against the Lord.'-Hosea 5:7

Believer, here is a sorrowful truth! Thou art the beloved of the Lord, redeemed by blood, called by grace, preserved in Christ Jesus, accepted in the Beloved, on thy way to heaven, and yet, 'thou hast dealt treacherously' with God, thy best friend; treacherously with Jesus, whose thou art; treacherously with the Holy Spirit, by whom thou hast been quickened unto life eternal! How treacherous you have been in the matter of vows and promises. Do you remember the love of your espousals, that happy time-the springtide of your spiritual life? Oh, how closely did you cling to your Master then! saying, 'He shall never charge me with indifference; my feet shall never grow slow in the way of His service; I will not suffer my heart to wander after other loves; in Him is every store of sweetness ineffable. I give all up for my Lord Jesus' sake.' Has it been so? Alas! if conscience speak, it will say, 'He who promised so well has performed most ill. Prayer has oftentimes been slurred-it has been short, but not sweet; brief, but not fervent. Communion with Christ has been forgotten. Instead of a heavenly mind, there have been carnal cares, worldly vanities and thoughts of evil. Instead of service, there has been disobedience; instead of fervency, lukewarmness; instead of patience, petulance; instead of faith, confidence in an arm of flesh; and as a soldier of the cross there has been cowardice, disobedience, and desertion, to a very shameful degree.' 'Thou hast dealt treacherously.' Treachery to Jesus! what words shall be used in denouncing it? Words little avail: let our penitent thoughts execrate the sin which is so surely in us. Treacherous to Thy wounds, O Jesus! Forgive us, and let us not sin again! How shameful to be treacherous to Him who never forgets us, but who this day stands with our names engraven on His breastplate before the eternal throne.
From Charles H. Spurgeon’s MORNING AND EVENING

AN INVITATION TO SALVATION
Charles H. Spurgeon
“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved” (Jeremiah 8:20)
Not saved! Dear reader, is this your mournful plight? Warned of the judgment to come, bidden to escape for your life, and yet at this moment not saved! You know the way of salvation, you read it in the Bible, you hear it from the pulpit, it is explained to you by friends, and yet you neglect it, and therefore you are not saved. You will be without excuse when the Lord shall judge the quick and dead. The Holy Spirit has given more or less of blessing upon the word which has been preached in your hearing, and times of refreshing have come from the divine presence, and yet you are without Christ. All these hopeful seasons have come and gone-your summer and your harvest have past-and yet you are not saved. Years have followed one another into eternity, and your last year will soon be here: youth has gone, manhood is going, and yet you are not saved. Let me ask you-will you ever be saved? Is there any likelihood of it? Already the most propitious seasons have left you unsaved; will other occasions alter your condition? Means have failed with you-the best of means, used perseveringly and with the utmost affection-what more can be done for you? Affliction and prosperity have alike failed to impress you; tears and prayers and sermons have been wasted on your barren heart. Are not the probabilities dead against your ever being saved? Is it not more than likely that you will abide as you are till death for ever bars the door of hope? Do you recoil from the supposition? Yet it is a most reasonable one: he who is not washed in so many waters will in all probability go filthy to his end. The convenient time never has come, why should it ever come? It is logical to fear that it never will arrive, and that Felix like, you will find no convenient season till you are in hell. O bethink you of what that hell is, and of the dread probability that you will soon be cast into it!

Reader, suppose you should die unsaved, your doom no words can picture. Write out your dread estate in tears and blood, talk of it with groans and gnashing of teeth: you will be punished with everlasting destruction from the glory of the Lord, and from the glory of His power. A brother's voice would fain startle you into earnestness. O be wise, be wise in time, and ere another year begins, believe in Jesus, who is able to save to the uttermost. Consecrate these last hours to lonely thought, and if deep repentance be bred in you, it will be well; and if it lead to a humble faith in Jesus, it will be best of all. O see to it that this year pass not away, and you an unforgiven spirit. Let not the new year's midnight peals sound upon a joyless spirit! Now, NOW, NOW believe, and live.

'ESCAPE FOR THY LIFE;

LOOK NOT BEHIND THEE,

NEITHER STAY THOU

IN ALL THE PLAIN;

ESCAPE TO THE MOUNTAIN,

LEST THOU BE CONSUMED.'
_____________________________________________________________________
I will be sending out this newsletter to as many as I can find e-mail addresses to. To each and everyone that receives this newsletter, please do me the favor of acknowledging at the above e-mail address that you have received it. If you prefer not to receive it, please let me know, and I will take you off the mailing list. Thank you.

HAVE A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 2006

IN CHRIST JESUS
