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IT IS MY HOPE THAT IN RECEIVING MY NEWSLETTER, YOU WILL DESIRE TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE IT EVERY MONTH. BUT IF YOU PREFER NOT TO, PLEASE LET ME KNOW AND I WILL TAKE YOUR NAME OF MY MAILING LIST. I APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE AND I THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE. MAY GOD BE PLEASED TO BLESS YOU AND YOURS.

PURPOSE OF NEWSLETTER

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter, which is as follows: 1) To glorify God; 2) To exalt the Lord Jesus Christ; 3) To magnify His grace; and 4) To announce the full counsel of God. This will be done by proclaiming the Doctrines of Grace, which are consistent with the “one faith” (Ephesians 4:5) of “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

Therefore, the goal of this ministry is to “strive for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27), which was “once delivered to the saints” (Jude v.2); and this will be done by emphasizing those glorious doctrines, that not only will they be “to the praise of the glory of (God’s) grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:5), but will also “in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus” (2:7). 
It will be shown that these precious doctrines are the only ones that can withstand every attack of the enemy from any direction because they are build upon the solid and immovable foundation of God’s Free and Sovereign Grace, and not upon the shifting sands of proud man’s so-called Free Will. Also, these doctrines are the only ones that can give us full assurance of our salvation because from the beginning to the end, it is ALL OF GRACE! May it please “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) to grant us by His “Spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:29) to “receive grace for grace” from His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:16). Amen.

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD
(Continued from last month’s issue)

At this point, let us now consider why our salvation is dependent upon the Sovereignty of God. I realize that to many this will not be acceptable simply because they will not submit to the humbling truth that God does He pleases, including in our salvation. The pride of man is such that they will not “permit” God to be God; and so will try to limit Him to their conception of who God is and what He can do or cannot do. The problem is that man tries to make God think as we think, i.e. as some would blasphemously say, “If I was God, I wouldn’t do it like that!” “Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself” (Psalm 50:21). But in the other hand, if we “understandeth and knoweth (the LORD)” (Jeremiah 9:24), then we can say with the apostle Paul: “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen” (Romans 11:33-36). Yes, “for my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD” (Isaiah 55:8).
 Now, let us understand this: God does not have to save anyone of us from our sins and the consequence of them. In fact, we can state it like this: God is not obligated to save anyone apart from His sovereign will. In other words, He has every right, and would be just, in casting every last one of us into hell because of Adam’s disobedience, and so absolutely no one would have the right to accuse God that He wasn’t fair. Therefore, if there is any hope of salvation for anyone of us, it has to be dependent on His Sovereignty. In other words, it has to be because it simply pleases Him to do so, and whom He will save! I know that this isn’t the “normal” teaching that one hears today from the average pulpit; for it can be said that the doctrine of the Sovereignty of God in salvation is like “new doctrine” and “strange things to (the) ears” (Acts 17:19,20) of the average churchgoer and multitudes of professing Christians. Why do I say that? Because I can practically go to any church, or listen to radio preachers, or on the TV, and rarely would I hear this truth, if at all. 
Having said that let me now make some observations with respect to this truth: First, consider to whom salvation belongs. “Salvation belongeth unto the LORD” (Psalm 3:8); “Salvation is of the LORD” (Jonah 2:9). It is very clear, then, that salvation belongs to God, and not to man. It only becomes ours when He gives it to us in Christ and by Him at the moment that we believe in Him as our Savior. Before that, we have no salvation whatsoever. That being said, it follows that if we are to be saved from our sins, God has to give us His salvation. But also, it depends on His sovereign will, i.e. if He has determined to save me; or as the apostle Paul states it: “So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy” (Romans 9:16). Perhaps you might vehemently object to this, but God will say to you: “Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own” (Matthew 20:15)? This is what Paul makes clear in Romans 9 with respect to the sovereignty of God in whom He saves. “Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour” (vv.20, 21)? In other words, God as “the potter” has the “power” (authority; right; liberty) over “the clay, of the same lump”, i.e. of the human race, “to make a vessel unto honour” (salvation), and another unto dishonour” (perdition). If you were involved in pottery, wouldn’t you demand that you had the right to do whatever you wanted with your clay? Why would you deny the same right to God? So you can see (may it please the Lord to show you this), that God has the right, as “he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion” (v.15), and as a result, according to His purpose, give them HIS salvation! 
Secondly, we note that Salvation is by the Grace of God, which is sovereign and free. “For by grace are ye saved through faith” (Ephesians 2:8, 5). Now, what is grace? Most will agree that it means the “unmerited favor” of God towards those who do not “deserve” or “merit” salvation in any way. In other words, “God will do us the favor of saving us even though we don’t deserve to be saved!” Also consider this: Since grace saves (not tries to save, but actually saves), the undeserving sinner, then we can see that grace is not given to every individual sinner; and the reason we can say this is because not every sinner will be saved; and this is made clear by the fact that “whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15). But doesn’t God give grace to everybody? Of course not; for that would mean that everybody would be saved! Now, since grace is given to those who are undeserving of salvation, who determines who are the ones to receive grace? Again we have to fall back on the Sovereignty of God simply because since the Grace that saves is “the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8), i.e. “freely given” by God to those whom He has “sovereignly given” His salvation! This is brought out very clearly by the fact of what we are as sinners apart from the grace of God; and that is, “There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one” (Romans 3:9-12). Now, you tell me, why would God give grace to such in order to save them, if not because it pleased Him to do so! What is in us that in any way we can demand God’s grace for our salvation? Absolutely nothing; so our only hope is that God of His free and sovereign grace will save us because it is “according to the good pleasure of his will” (Ephesians 1:5).

Praise His most holy Name! Amen.
Furthermore, in the third place, we are reminded that our salvation is dependent on the sovereignty of God because it has absolutely nothing to do with how good or how bad we are. This is brought out in Romans 9 where the apostle Paul makes reference to Jacob’s salvation, or the lack of it in Esau’s case. But note that this was determined even before “the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil” (v.11). (Read vv.1ff.). In other words, the point we want to make here, is that our sinfulness, whether the lack of it or the abundance of it, does not determine whether we are, or will be, saved. You see, God could have determined from eternity past to either save every individual person, or not to save anyone, even before the creation of Adam. But “according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will” (Ephesians 1:11) and “according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (3:11), God determined to save SOME sinners irrespective of their sins. Of course, what explains this is that God of His sovereign will had chosen Jacob over Esau so “that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth” (Romans 9:11). Again, notice that Jacob was chosen over Esau irrespective of their “works”, i.e. doing “any good or evil”. Now, don’t misunderstand me: I don’t want to imply in any way that our sins have nothing to do with our salvation. On the contrary, it has everything to do with it; for from the beginning of the New Testament it is made clear that Jesus was to “save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Nevertheless, we may be saved, or not be saved, from our sins, not because we are better or worse than others, but simply because it pleased God of His sovereign will to do so. That is humbling, isn’t it?

 It follows then, fourthly, that salvation is dependent on God’s sovereignty because it also has to do with His election “to salvation” (2 Thessalonians 2:13). In other words, divine election brings salvation to those who were “chosen…from the beginning”; or “according as (God) hath chosen us in (Christ Jesus) before the foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4) to be saved by His grace (2:5, 8). But what is election? Election is simply God choosing some sinners for salvation while at the same time leaving the rest in their sins according to His sovereign will, which we have emphasized in the first three points. Now, don’t object to this by saying that it is not fair. Don’t you claim the right of “choosing”, whatever it might be? So does the Creator of the universe! Besides, He doesn’t ask our permission for Him to do anything, does He? In fact, if God hadn’t chosen anyone for salvation, for sure ALL OF US would still be lost in our sins and there wouldn’t be anyone “written in the Lamb's book of life” (Revelation 21:27). Again, this is one of those truths of the inerrant Word of God that many do not like to hear, much less to “believe”. But, beloved, you cannot deny this doctrine simply because you don’t like it, or wish that it didn’t exist. Perhaps you might not know very much about it, or maybe have a distorted view of it, because you probably haven’t heard it preached or taught according to the Holy Scriptures. But if anything, understand this: Election proves that our salvation is dependent on the sovereignty of God; for it is not us choosing God, but Him choosing us from eternity to give us His salvation of His grace even before we had sinned in Adam! Oh, how that withers our pride and causes us to sing with David: “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake… But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased” (Psalm 115:1, 3). Amen.
I have to confess that there is much more that we can say with respect to our topic, but space just doesn’t allow me to do so. Besides the preceding points, we could have written about other things that proves why our salvation is dependent on the sovereignty of God. But suffice it, beloved, that the preceding considerations why our salvation is dependent on the sovereignty of God shows without a doubt that it is so. Yet, do as the Bereans did with the apostle Paul’s preaching, where it is said in Acts 17:11, “in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so”. In other words, don’t take my word for it… check out every thing that I write with the inerrant Word of God, remembering this: That “the holy scriptures (i.e. The Bible), which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus;… is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:15, 16). So, let me give you a word of encouragement: Stay on the Word of God… Study it, examine it, and meditate on it day and night; for therein is much profit for your soul, not only for this life, but most certainly, for eternity! Above all, submit to it; for it is He “in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways” (Daniel 5:23) who speaks to you.
In closing, allow me to give a word of warning and a word of encouragement. First, there is a natural inclination in all of us to find a reason and an excuse to not have “repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21); and so we’ll be inclined to say that since my salvation depends on the sovereignty of God, i.e. on His good pleasure, then I’ll just wait until God wants to save me. DON’T DO IT! God doesn’t give us the option to wait and find out if it’s His sovereign will save us or not. On the contrary, He “now commandeth all men every where to repent” (17:30), and to “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved…” (16:31); for it said: “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). If you value your eternal soul, my friend, don’t wait another minute; “whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away” (James 4:14). But, secondly, God will not turn away any sinner that comes to Him for salvation. The Lord Jesus himself said that “all that the Father giveth me shall come to me” (John 6:37) according to His sovereign will; nevertheless, He also says that “him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (same verse). In other words, my dear reader, if you come to God with repentance for your sins and faith in His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, “who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification” (Romans 4:25), you can be sure that He will not reject YOU! Yes, you can be sure that if you come to God for His salvation, which is ALL OF GRACE, it is because it is in His sovereign will to save YOU! May the precious Holy Spirit in Christ Jesus make it true for you TODAY! Amen.
(TO CONTINUE WITH THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MAN)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Meditation for the Month
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:9, 10).
___________________________________________________________________________
A SPIRITUAL TIDBIT FOR MARCH
UNSPEAKABLE  AND SACRIFICIAL LOVE

“The Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).
We know that God's love is immeasurable because it is ETERNAL, as He is Himself: He who is God "even from everlasting to everlasting" (Psalm 90:2) can say to each one of His people: "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love" (Jeremiah 31:3); and so we have the assurance that nothing in all of creation "shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:39). But you know what makes God's love beyond meaure to me? It is not only that He loved me from eternity, but that He loved me so much, that He would be willing to come down from heaven and become Man in order to give Himself as a Sacrifice for my sins! The wonder of it all that He would even consider doing it for me! Oh, all praise and glory be to Him for loving me, even though I am so unlovable; and abundant thanksgivings for giving Himself to die on the Cross for my sins when He had every reason not do it, other than His great love for me. Wouldn't you also say this is true of you, my beloved brother and sister in Christ? What greater proof can one give to the one loved, if not to be willing to give all for the sake of the one loved! Here we see, in our text, the greatness of the Lord Jesus’ love for one of His own. But oh, the wonder of it is that it is not just an abstract love, i.e. a love that one simply reads about. No, it is concrete, it is experiential, and it is practical. 
As I was praying one afternoon, it was impressed on my heart and mind the awfulness of my sinful life. In confessing my sins, I was reminded that when the Lord Jesus went to die on Calvary's Cross, He "his own self bare (my) sins in his own body on the tree" (1 Peter 2:24). Then as I remembered my sins, tears flowed from my eyes, because I saw all of my filthiness and depravation laid upon my precious Savior's body so that I would be forgiven of all my sins. But also I remember, that the Father, who is "of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity" (Habakkuk 1:13), when He saw my sins on His beloved Son on the Cross, instead of dealing "with (me) after (my) sins", and rewarding "(me) according to (my) iniquities" (Psalm 103:10), He turned His back on His Son, causing Him to cry out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46). And why? Because "he loved me, and gave himself for me". Oh, my Lord, may this reminder make my heart tender to the things of God; and to be filled with love so that I will love you, because you first loved me. Amen. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
A WILLING PEOPLE 
Psalm 110:3
copied
"Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth." Psalm 110:3

Any who suppose that God is sovereign in every area, except over man's will, imply that man exercises some control that is outside the realm of God's power and authority. Were that true, then God would not be God! All creatures live, move, and have their being in Him, Acts 17:28. It also would mean that man is not completely lost, since he would still retain the power and possibility of believing on Christ. Such a teaching is contrary to all that the Scriptures witness of natural men. They are spiritually dead, unable, and unwilling to come to Christ, unless God first gives them the power and authority, John 1:11,12. 

Nevertheless, it is just as wrong to assume that since God does the saving, that He saves against the sinner's will. The glorious truth of Psalm 110:3, and all of Scripture, is that no matter how strong the sinner's opposition to the Gospel of God's sovereign grace in Christ, God's will, purpose, and grace will conquer. Notice that the verse reads, "Thy people SHALL be willing..."
Who are these people? They are God's by His eternal distinguishing choice. He chose a people out of all of fallen humanity, that He might show them His mercy and unmerited favor in Christ, Eph. 1:3-5. They are God's by redemption. When the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross, he purchased unto God the Father, that people whom the Father chose and gave to Him. Christ prayed for them in the garden, "I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them," John 17:9,10. They are God's by regeneration. In time, the Spirit of God does work upon the heart of every elect sinner. He first produces life in them, by revealing in them Christ, who is life, 1 John 5:20! They willingly come to Him in faith, believing on Him alone, whose blood and righteousness cover them, and make them accepted in Christ, Ephesians 1:6-9.

Are you a willing sinner? Do you agreeably and uniquely trust Christ alone for your salvation, giving him all the glory for His almighty, sovereign grace? Is Christ daily in your mind and heart? Do you serve him in every ordinance of His Word? Do you graciously receive all of His doctrine? Are you generous in your giving and service, and gracious in attitude toward one another? This is the power and grace of God in the heart of the Lord's people, Ezra 1:1-6.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

AN INVITATION TO SALVATION

God throughout the Holy Scriptures calls sinners to come to Him, and to “be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation” (Isaiah 45:17). Each and every one of us need salvation because all of us are sinners by nature, and we enter this world “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). But unless we are forgiven of our sins, we will enter eternity having to pay for our sins for ever and ever in “the lake of fire”, which “is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14, 15).
To be “in the book of life” means you have been believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and been saved (Acts 16:31); “for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21); and you may believe it in that it “is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). This He can do, dear reader, because on the Cross at Calvary He died for the unjust and shed His precious Blood for the remission of their sins. But that is not all: He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).
The invitation is this: Look to the Cross on which Jesus died and to the empty Tomb from which He rose again, and believe on Him who ALONE can save you from your sins; for “neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Also, see that it is by Grace ALONE and by Faith ALONE that you can be saved: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). May this be true of you TODAY; “(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)” (2 Corinthians 6:2). Amen.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

