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“Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!” (Isaiah 64:1, 2)
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NOTE: Although I’ll be using articles from various authors, it does not mean I agree totally with what they write. But after reading them, I believe some benefit can be derived from them with respect to Revival and Spiritual Awakening.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
MY PURPOSE

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter: It goes out for Revival, for Renewal, for Restoration, and for Reformation. Perhaps to some this means the same thing, yet I believe that there are four aspects of a Life that experiences the Sovereign Grace of God that will be manifested when believers experience these four things in it. It is my desire that “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) will be pleased to use the articles, not only for His awesome Glory, but also to “revive (His) work in the midst of the years” (Habakkuk 3:2); and as a result, we should be willing to “endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Timothy 2:10).

Therefore, pray with me that God will be pleased to command the clouds to rain again (cp. Isaiah 5:6), so that “in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water” (Isaiah 35:6, 7), as the “showers of blessing”  descend when He “causes the shower to come down in his season” (Ezekiel 34:26). Oh, how we need to pray like David: “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary” (Psalm 63:1)! We can be sure that whenever that happens, not only will we be Revived from our deadness without Him, but also Renewed in our desires of Him, Restored in our fellowship with Him, and Reformed in our walk before Him. Amen!
IN CHURCH, BUT BACKSLIDDEN

"So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth" (Revelation 3:16).

(Continued from last issue)

Let us now consider the condescending mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ. You know, that is what is so precious of “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24); and it is that there is no sinner beyond the Free and Sovereign Grace of God because He “delighteth in mercy” (Micah 7:18), or whenever one of His people fall into sin, He doesn’t just simply turn His back on them but calls them back to Him; for even though “(his) people are bent to backsliding from (him)” (Hosea 11:7), still He says to them: “O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously…” (14:1, 2). But from the Divine side, look at the heart of God: “How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? How shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together. I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man…” (11:8, 9). In other words, God is more “ready to forgive” (Psalm 86:5) than to punish His people for their backslidings. As we shall see, even the ones in Laodicea are invited to repent and to invite the Lord back into their lives in spite of their rebellion.
But let me make this note: Let us not presume on God’s mercy and grace. Although it is very true that we cannot do anything that has to with our salvation or revival (for the Lord Jesus Himself tells us, “For without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5); and that apart from His grace ;) nevertheless, it is by His grace that WE DO SOMETHING! When grace is effectual in us, it will cause us to repent, to believe, or do whatever that is necessary for our salvation or revival. The reason I bring this out is because one in his pride and hardness of heart might be inclined to say, “Well, if I can’t do anything without God’s grace, then I’ll just wait until He gives me grace!” That, of course, is utter foolishness; for in saying that, the sinner or backslider is telling God that he will continue in his ways until God does something about it. That, beloved, is presuming upon God; or to assume that God will save me, or revive me, whenever He decides to give me grace; but don’t forget that it depends on His sovereign will. Nevertheless, you will notice in our text that the Lord in no way implies that one should wait upon God‘s grace in order to do what he tells the Laodiceans to do. After discovering to them their true spiritual condition, He tells them what to do for their Revival, Renewal, Restoration and Reformation. In fact, the proof of God’s grace in them is the obedience of faith; for just as Jesus “became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him” (Hebrews 5:9), so does “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6). True grace is manifested by our actions; but for one to continue in rebellion towards God, not only does not know, but also has not the Grace of God!

Having said that, let us now consider how the effectual grace of God is manifested in our lives: First, one thing that God does of His grace is to reveal our spiritual condition. Note what the Lord Jesus tells the Laodiceans: “And knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:17). It’s true that one can know and agree “intellectually” what the Bible says about them, and in a general sense confess that they are sinners, including professing “Christians” who will admit their many shortcomings. Yet it is a totally different thing to be told by the Lord Himself what we really are before Him! Because “God…knoweth the secrets of the heart” (Psalm 44:21), therefore it is said of the Lord Jesus that “he knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man” (John 2:24, 25). That means, beloved, one may profess to be as the Laodiceans claim to be, but it is to deceive oneself, which the Lord reveals to them. But when the Lord of His grace shows us what we really are, that is the beginning, not only of our salvation, but also of our revival. It is then that, not only are we made to cry out, “What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30); but also as David prayed, “Quicken (revive) thou me according to thy word” (Psalm 119:25, 107, 154). In other words, if God of His grace doesn’t show us our need, then we will not know our need, whether salvation or revival, which of course will keep us from being concerned of our condition and doing anything about it. 

So it follows, in the second place, that the Lord of His grace condescends and advices these proud and supposedly self-sufficient professing “Christians” the following: "I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see” (Revelation 3:18). Note that he whose Name is “Counsellor” (Isaiah 9:6), and is “wonderful in counsel” (28:29), advices and recommends the Laodiceans to do something about their terrible and dangerous spiritual condition. Note that He tells them to “buy of (him)” that which they most certainly need and which He only can supply. But why does He tell them to “buy” if it’s true that anything we may receive from God for our good is all of grace, i.e. it’s ALL FREE! I believe there’s two reasons for this: 1st., to show the impossibility of “buying” anything from God that is provided freely in Christ Jesus; for as the promise goes in Romans 8:32 – “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” In other words, it is to show them that in spite of claiming to be “rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing” (Revelation 3:17), yet they cannot “buy” that which only is “without money and without price” (Isaiah 55:1); for it is only available ALL BY GRACE! But then 2nd., also it could meant it will “cost” us to “buy” Salvation or Revival! It is not that we “pay” for it; for we are “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked”, but that it will “cost” us our pride, our self-sufficiency, our arrogance, and everything that we consider to be of value of our “self-will”! Most certainly, it will “cost” our love for sin and “all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). Yes, we will have to “count the cost” (Luke 14:28) in order to “buy from the Lord what we need; for “whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (v.33).
But then, in the third place, we are to “repent”; and that, beloved, is another proof of God’s grace: “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent” (Revelation 3:19). Repentance here is that we are to think differently, that is, reconsider the way we have been living, as we have noted that the Laodiceans were doing. But note also that the Lord will deal with us in such manner in order to bring us to repentance by rebuking and chastening us; and this is done because He loves His people that have backslidden: “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten”. But I would like for you to notice something very solemn about this. NOT EVERY MEMBER OF THIS CHURCH IS INCLUDED; for He limits it to “as many as I love”! That’s why I said earlier that it is dangerous to take for granted that because God “is love”, and “the God of all grace”, who “delighteth in mercy”, and is “ready to forgive”, that we don’t have to do anything in order to be Revived, Renewed, Restored, and Reformed if we find ourselves in the same condition as this church: WE HAVE TO REPENT! If we don’t repent, that means that He hasn’t given us repentance and forgiveness of sins (ref. to Acts 5:31) so that we may repent; and if this is true, it’s because He has left us in our backsliding without rebuke and chastising simply because He doesn’t love us! “And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons” (Hebrews 12:5-8).
Finally, at least for now, in the fourth place, we see how marvelous and amazing the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is. Do you see where the Lord is standing at? Outside the door! What is He doing out there when He is supposed to be inside with His people? They don’t want Him there! Yet, beloved, note that the Lord is knocking at the door to see if anyone will open the door to Him! “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:20). Truly that is amazing; for having every reason to turn His back on this church, still He is knocking at the door to come in! “I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts” (Isaiah 65:2; cp. Romans 10:21). Oh, beloved, what great love that He will not let His backsliding sheep be lost; “for the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever…” (Psalm 37:28). Nevertheless, it is very important to note to whom this knocking and calling is directed to: “If any man”, i.e. anyone, “hear my voice, and open the door…”. The Lord is calling ONLY those that HEAR Him! “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). Yet, how solemn it is that there can be those in the church that cannot hear the knocking and the voice of the Lord Jesus!
Now, in closing consider the promise: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne” (Revelation 3:21). If you remember I made a reference to the danger of presuming on the Lord and assuming that because he is “the God of all grace”, that on the basis of my “profession of faith” on the Lord Jesus Christ, I will just continue on my backsliding until He brings me back to Him of His grace and mercy. Note the promise is made to “him that overcometh”. Although it is true that a child of God can so backslide to the point that he is not even conscious of it, (as David was until the Lord send Nathan to discover his backsliding; ref. to 2 Samuel 12), yet it is also true that the true believer of the Lord Jesus Christ will be kept from “drawing back unto perdition” (Hebrews 10:39). But in doing so, the backsliding Christian will find himself “vexed” (this means he will be “tortured” spiritually) in his “righteous soul from day to day with (the) unlawful deeds” (2 Peter 2:8) of the Laodiceans; and also with constant temptations to do likewise. To “overcome”, then, means that in spite of his many backslidings and failures, he will be constantly “struggling” against sin as Paul reminds us in Romans chapter 7, so that it can be true of him as with Paul: “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin” (vv.24, 25). These ones, beloved, are those that will overcome and receive the promise granted by the Lord Jesus Himself.
What about you, my dear reader? Are you a Laodicean? Or, do you find yourself in a Laodicean church? Maybe you might not even be conscious that you are backslidden, which can happen very easily when we take our eyes off of the Lord Jesus Christ. We can be so involved with everything because we have everything that we’re not even conscious we have the left the Lord outside of our lives. But, “he that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches” (Revelation 3:22). Can you hear the Lord knocking and calling you to open the door so that He will come into your life and both of you can start walking together again? Oh, beloved, do not halt between two opinions: Flee from everything that will keep you from the promise, but run to the door and open it and fly into the arms of your precious Savior, who has been waiting for you to come back to Him. Remind yourself of the greatness of His love that He demonstrated on the Cross at Calvary for your sins, and of His victory over Death, Sin, Satan, and the World, which assures that His Church has also obtained now, and in Glory with Him. Yes, listen as He calls to you by His Spirit, by His Word, and by His servant. Amen.     
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
EVIDENCES OF A BACKSLIDDEN CONDITION

From Revival

By Richard Owen Roberts

Backslidden Christians are evident everywhere. They are in the churches and out of the churches. They are in the pews and in the pulpits. They are on boards and are bored. They are on committees and teach Sunday School. The backslidden seem to be more numerous than the upright and their influence throughout the world vastly more profound. While backsliders do not all manifest the same traits, evidences of their condition are not difficult to pinpoint. The following characteristics merit our serious attention.
14. When breaches of peace in the brotherhood are of no concern to you that is proof of backsliding. The unity of His Body is a matter of great concern to Jesus Christ. The entire prayer of John 17 focuses on this topic. Many of the Apostolic letters plead for unity. Clear Biblical guidelines have been laid down for the preservation of unity and its restoration when broken. Every individual with a heart in tune with God is deeply concerned about the unity of the Church. This unity cannot be broken without grief to the believer. The godly person will do nothing to break the unity, nor will he remain silent while others are destroying it. 

Not so the backslider. What does the unity of the Church mean to him? The backslider finds no problem in splitting a church over insignificant issues. He feels no compunction over leading a church split. If no doctrinal issues are available over which to divide the “One Body,” the backslider is content to divide it over personalities. The backslider feels no great grief when the fellowship of believers is broken any more than he feels joy when the fellowship is preserved in unity. Personal concerns are always greater in importance to the backslider than overwhelming Bible truth. Like the apostates Jude renounced, backsliders separate themselves for sensual reasons (v.19). While Jesus pronounced His blessing upon the peacemaker, the backslider is content to find his blessing elsewhere.
(TO BE CONTINUED)
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Have We No Tears For Revival?
by Leonard Ravenhill
"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy" (Psalm 126:5). This is the divine edict. This is more than preaching with zeal. This is more than scholarly exposition. This is more than delivering sermons of exegetical exactitude and homiletical perfection. Such a man, whether preacher or pew dweller, is appalled at the shrinking authority of the Church in the present drama of cruelty in the world. And he cringes with sorrow that men turn a deaf ear to the Gospel and willingly risk eternal hell in the process. Under this complex burden, his heart is crushed to tears. 

The true man of God is heartsick, grieved at the worldliness of the Church, grieved at the blindness of the Church, grieved at the corruption in the Church, grieved at the toleration of sin in the Church, grieved at the prayerlessness in the Church. He is disturbed that the corporate prayer of the Church no longer pulls down the strongholds of the devil. He is embarrassed that the Church folks no longer cry in their despair before a devil-ridden, sin-mad society, "Why could we not cast him out?" (Matthew 17:19). 

Many of us have no heart-sickness for the former glory of the Church because we have never known what true revival is. We stagnate in the status quo and sleep easy at night while our generation moves swiftly to the eternal night of hell. Shame, shame on us! Jesus whipped some money changers out of the temple; but before He whipped them, He wept over them. He knew how near their judgment was The Apostle Paul sent a tear-stained letter to the Philippian saints, writing: "I have told you often and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ" (Philippians 3:18). Notice that he does not say they are enemies of Christ; they are, rather, the enemies of the cross of Christ. They deny or diminish the redemptive values of the cross. There are many like this today. The church of Rome does not stand as an enemy of Christ; it traces heavily on His holy name. Yet it denies the cross by saying that the Blessed Virgin is co-redemptive. If this is so, why was she not also crucified? The Mormons use the name of Christ, yet they are astray on the atonement. Have we tears for them? Shall we face them without a blush when they accuse us of inertia at the Judgment Seat saying that they were our neighbors and an offense to us, but not a burden because they were lost? 

The Salvationists can scarcely read their flaming evangelical history without tears. Has the glory of the evangelical revival under Wesley ever gripped the hearts of the Methodists of today? Have they read of the fire-baptized men in Wesley's team? Men like John Nelson, Thomas Walsh, and a host of others whose names are written in the Book of Life; men persecuted and kicked in the streets when they held street meetings? Yet as their blood flowed from their wounds, their tears flowed from their eyes. Have the Holiness people set a guard at the door of the beauty parlors lest any sister should enter to get her hair curled, while a block away there is a string of prostitutes trying to sell their sin-wracked bodies with none to tell them of eternal love? Do the Pentecostals look back with shame as they remember when they dwelt across the theological tracks, but with the glory of the Lord in their midst? When they had a normal church life, which meant nights of prayers, followed by signs and wonders, and diverse miracles, and genuine gifts of the Holy Ghost? When they were not clock watchers, and their meetings lasted for hours, saturated with holy power? Have we no tears for these memories, or shame that our children know nothing of such power? Other denominations had their Glory Days of revival. Think of the mighty visitations to the Presbyterians in Korea. Remember the earth-shaking revival in Shantung. Are those days gone forever? Have we no tears for revival?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

INVITATION TO SALVATION

In order for one to experience Revival, they first need to have Life, otherwise they are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) and “alienated from the life of God” (4:18). If you have not been “born again” (John 3:3, 7), then you have not the Life of Christ in you according to 1 John 4:12 – “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life”. If this is true of you, then you do not need Revival but Salvation in order to have Life.

You may obtain this Life in Christ Jesus by believing in Him; for “this is the record that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son” (v.11). At the moment that a spiritually dead sinner believes in Him, he “is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). Is this true of you at this very moment?

If not, then “repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). Look only to the Lord Jesus Christ; for He alone died on the Cross in order to save sinners and to give them eternal life. The proof of this is that He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! By faith alone trust Him for your salvation, and ‘be persuaded’ that it’s ALL OF GRACE alone that God will save you. Amen.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

I will be sending out this newsletter to as many as I can find e-mail addresses to. To each and everyone that receives this newsletter, please do me the favor of acknowledging at the above e-mail address that you have received it. If you prefer not to receive it, please let me know, and I will take you off the mailing list. Thank you.

