Just a rock?   (Secondary School)
Script (numbers refer to power point slides)

I put this together for my husband’s school’s Science Week assembly, which had a geological theme. A large rock (pinched from our rockery) was placed on a table at the front of the hall. Then the script was read by students. They read it through as the PP presentation played, then cycled through the slides again, with music playing for reflection (I used Mendelssohn: Fingal’s Cave). The assembly finished with a prayer, but I don’t have a copy of that. 
1.

Here’s a rock
Just a rock

A silent rock

But if this rock could talk, what story would it tell?

2

It might be a rock which is made from the tiny shells of sea creatures in some ancient ocean.

3

It might be a rock which was thrown out by a volcano from the depths of the earth.

4 

It might be a rock which was made from river silt, squashed solid over millennia. 

5

It might be a rock which was split apart by an earthquake.
6

It might be a rock which could be carved into a thing of beauty.
7

It might be a rock which could part of a building of the future

8

It might be a rock which will be ground down into soil to feed trees and plants and animals and people.

9

It might be a rock which yields the minerals we depend on, iron and copper, silver and gold.

10

It might be a rock which contains precious gemstones.

11

It might be a rock which hides the fossils of creatures who lived in the distant past.

12

If this rock could talk, what story would it tell?

Scientists can help us hear that story.

13

Geologists can tell us what kind of rock it is and how it was made.

14

Geophysicists can tell us how it behaves, helping to predict earthquakes.

15

Geochemists can tell us what elements the rock is made of.

16

Hydrogeologists can help us to understand the distribution and movement of water within and on the earth’s crust.
17

Paleontologists can help us find and study the remains of living animals and plants buried in the earth.

18

Here’s a rock. 

Just a rock?

19

No, it’s the rock that we depend on, which shapes our lives for good and ill. 

The rock on which we live.

MUSIC and cycle through pictures again
