
 
 

     Due to the economic downturn, the impact to our community has been devastating,
and it has not overlooked non-profits, including FCAR. However, we believe that the 
services that FCAR provides to our community are more important than ever and we 
are determined to do everything we can to help. The animals always need us, it is a 
24x7x365 day a year need regardless of how the stock market is doing. In times like 
these we come face to face with a staggering increase in requests for assistance,
especially from people that never imagined they would need to ask for help before. 

     Unfortunately as the need exponentially increases, the resources available to fill 
that need have also diminished significantly.  With all of the news coverage I think that
everyone fully understands the impact to people in our community, however the impact
to the animals has been all but overlooked.  For example, you may not have realized 
how FCAR has been affected. 

     First, as I mentioned, the number of calls for services and assistance have
skyrocketed.  People who have lost their jobs or had their homes foreclosed can no
longer afford to care for their animals.   

     Second, our donations have decreased significantly.  Obviously this is
understandable as everyone has tightened their belts to guard against the uncertainty
ahead.  But what you may not have also realized was the other funding sources that 
have decreased.  Corporations are cutting back on event sponsorships or grants.
Foundations have less money available for grants as they usually have the bulk of their
assets tied up in the stock market as well.  Even the county government is affected 
and in our case, the grant of $5,000 from the county has been indefinitely delayed due
to funding issues. 

     And finally, and I’ll admit we did not see this coming, adoptions of our animals has
dropped radically.  Again, if you stop and think about it you can make the direct 
correlation from an uncertain economy and less disposable income to a reduction in
people’s willingness to adopt a new animal into their family.  This is the number one
issue affecting FCAR right now. Our supporters always come through with donations, 
especially in hard times.  Our volunteers also spend countless hours doing anything
they can to raise much needed funds and we are committed that our animals will get
the care they need.  But it is finding homes for our rescues that has put us at a
standstill.  We cannot rescue more animals until we place the animals we have in new
forever homes and make space at our shelter. 

     As always we deeply appreciate your support. Please keep your ears open for any
opportunity to place an FCAR animal in a new home and refer potential adopters to us
or consider adding a new furry friend to your own family. 

~Yvette Gilbert, President 

From the President! 
Upcoming Events 

Adoption Days 

• 03/21  Petco Cordova 

• 04/04 Petsmart Wolfchase 

• 04/11 Petsmart Winchester 

• 05/02 Petsmart Wolfchase 

• 05/09 Petsmart Winchester 

• 05/16  Walmart Oakland 

• 06/06 Petsmart Wolfchase 

• 06/13 Petsmart Winchester 

• 06/20 Petco Cordova 

Other Events 

• 03/28 Cameron Brown Park: 

Super Pet Adopt-a-Thon 

• 04/11 Easter Heartsong Church:  

Information Booth  

• 04/18  Collierville Event:   

See additional info in newsletter 

• 04/25 Shelter Work Day 

• 06/06 Germantown Horse Show: 

Information Booth 

• 06/27 Shelter Work Day 

 

For event hours and directions,  

please visit our website at: 

http://fayettefcar.com 

Fayette County Animal 
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Address: P.O. Box 44 
  Rossville, TN  38066 
Phone: (901) 854-2565 
Fax: (901) 854-2202 
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Web: http://fayettefcar.com 
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Tax ID #62-1836008 

  Marzi is one of over 50 animals rescued by FCAR from a hoarding
situation.  Like most hoarders Marzi’s owner was trying to do the
right thing by taking in all of the stray animals that came to his
yard, however the animals continued to multiple when they were
not spayed/neutered and the situation became more than he could
handle. 
  Marzi is a very loving dog and adores playing, with human or
canine companions. She is about 3 ½ years old but her great
disposition and fun personality makes you understand quickly that
she is still a puppy at heart. 
  After being treated for heartworms, she is now healthy and ready
for her new forever home.  If you are looking for a great family pet
please contact us about adopting Marzi.  
   

Marzi 
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     In April 2008, FCAR cruelty
investigators went to a Williston farm in
Fayette County, TN to follow up on a
complaint from neighbors that there
were horses on the verge of starvation.
Upon arrival, they found horses in
terrible condition, with health problems
that ranged from emaciation to hair loss
and untreated injuries. There were also
multiple bones on site including 7 horse
heads in various states of
decomposition.  There was no food or
hay for the horses anywhere in sight.
Due to the imminent danger the horses
were under, rescuers immediately got a
warrant and did an on-site seizure to
take possession of the 17 horses while
the case went to court.       

     The owner received a summons to
appear in court, and FCAR volunteers
began taking care of the horses. After
the owner’s first appearance in court,
FCAR volunteers went to his farm to
feed the horses and were devastated to
find that eleven of the seventeen horses
were missing. The owner was

The Story of Bandit 

Fayette County Animal Rescue 

immediately put in jail and for a week no
one knew what had happened to them. 

     Finally FCAR was made aware of a
newspaper article from Texarkana, AR
that detailed the arrest of the owner’s
mother and another man who had stolen
the horses and were caught with them
crammed into a twenty-two foot
livestock trailer.  They were arrested
and convicted of animal cruelty in
transportation. The owner was
eventually convicted of seventeen
counts of animal cruelty and is not
allowed to own horses for years.  

     FCAR received ownership of all 17
horses.  FCAR worked with a horse
rescue group in Texarkana to help care
for the horses that were transported to
Arkansas.  ARTEX has been very
successful in finding them homes once
they were healthy. 

     It was a long, difficult process to get
the horses healthy and socialized.
However with dozens of FCAR
volunteers assisting, the horses were
nursed back to health and one by one
put up for adoption.  Being so young
when he was rescued, Bandit was a
favorite with our volunteers.  From the
terrified baby that wildly jumped over a
car the first time we tried to catch him to
a well mannered boy that is full of life &
love.  

     When we first heard that Priscilla
Presley and Graceland Enterprises were
interested in Bandit we were in disbelief.
This would be the Cinderella story of

animal rescue for our young horse to 
go from the worst conditions to the 
absolute best a horse could ask for, 
living like a king at Graceland.  

     But the fairy tale came true and 
Ms. Presley’s compassion for 
animals and dedication to continuing 
on a tradition at Graceland by 
rescuing horses resulted in a new 
forever home for Bandit.  Although 
not all animals can live like a king at 
Graceland, we can all exhibit the 
same compassion and commitment 
to animals as Ms. Presley has done, 
by giving an abused or neglected 
animal a second chance and offering 
them a new forever home. 
 

 
Bandit, Max & Priscilla Presley 

 

12 Animals Seized in Cruelty Investigation 
     FCAR received a call about dead horses on the 
property of Lotta “Laddie” Lewis in Rossville. Upon arrival, 
cruelty investigators found four dead horses and one very 
skinny pony that had no clean water and no food. There 
were also dogs that were being kept in terrible conditions 
in cages, as well as a very skinny turkey in a pen. The 
turkey had not been fed in over a month. Lewis was 
promptly arrested and taken to jail.  

     Cruelty investigators also went to Lewis’ property in 
Williston. They found two more horses that were 
underweight, three kittens that were living in filthy 
conditions in a rabbit hutch and several dogs that were 
also underweight. All of the kittens, as well as some of the 
dogs, were anemic and required medication. Some of the 
dogs also had ringworm.   

     The 3 horses, 3 kittens and 6 dogs were all seized by 
FCAR and received the medical care they needed. Lewis 
had already been previously convicted of animal cruelty 
twice and faced felony charges for this case. A plea bargain 
was reached and his sentence would have been 8 years in 
jail. Instead he will serve 30 days in jail and be on probation 
for 8 years. He also cannot own any animals for 8 years, and 
we are allowed to make unannounced visits to his property 
to make sure he has no animals. He is on supervised 
probation meaning he will have to report to a parole officer. If 
he violates his parole, he will go to jail.  
     Fortunately, 11 of the 12 animals seized have been 
adopted. The only one that still needs a home is a sweet little 
black and white terrier named Howser. He’s a little boy, but 
full of energy and loves to play. Hopefully someone will open 
their home and hearts to him soon.  



 
 

FCAR’s 
Spring 

Extravaganza! 
 

April 18th 
9am-3pm 

 
H.W. Cox Park, 

Collierville 
 
• Lure Racing 
• Pet Walk 
• Adoption Day 
• Humane Education 

Activities for Kids 
• Kid Zone 
• Pet Photos (bring your 

pet!) 
• Contests including 

Muttliest Dog, Best 
Kisser  

• And much more! 
 

Plus a special “Cocker 
Spaniel Reunion”.  We 
are inviting all 36 cocker 
spaniels from the 2007 
cruelty case to come 
together with us at this 
event! 
 
So…bring your dogs and 
kids and come have a 
great time with FCAR! 

 
Visit our website for more 

information and to pre-
register for events. 

Junior Volunteers at FCAR 
~ By Caitlyn Nelson 

 
Pictured from left to right:  Elizabeth, Caitlyn & Sarah Nelson with FCAR puppies 

 

     Volunteering at the shelter is a fun and exciting experience. I learned how to 
take care of puppies, dogs and cats. I got to play with lots of cute puppies and 
see lots of playful pups and cuddly cats. I love playing with dogs especially 
some puppies I met last year named Mikayla, Crayon and Polo. They were so 
adorable and playful! There always dogs to cuddle and play with my sisters and 
love to run around the yard and help my aunt. I also liked to play with the cats 
they were so sweet. It was also fun to do different chores, like feeding the dogs 
and cats because they all have a story and sometimes crazy personalities! 
Volunteering at the Fayette County Animal Rescue shelter is really fun and it's 
doing something for the community! 
 

 
 
  

     Recently Animal Control received a call
regarding an injured puppy. The owners of
the puppy wanted Animal Control to come
to their house to euthanize their puppy
because he had been hit by a car. This is
not a service that Animal Control performs,
however Chief Whitaker’s compassion
resulted in a call to Fayette County Animal
Rescue with a request to save the puppy.  
     The puppy was only 3 months old and
had extensive injuries.  He had two broken
back legs and a contusion in his lung. He
was in extreme pain. FCAR picked the
puppy up and rushed him to the wonderful
staff at Somerville Animal Hospital.  Dr.
Weatherly operated on both legs, inserting
pins to aid in the healing.  
     However, a few days later, one of the
legs became very swollen and infected.
One of the pins had begun pushing through
the skin creating a small hole, causing
blood to ooze. The puppy had to be rushed
to an emergency veterinary hospital, and
spent the weekend there on intravenous
fluids. After leaving the emergency room he
had to have another surgery to repair the
pin and flush out the infection.  

Whitaker’s Story 

Fayette County Animal Rescue 

     The puppy was named “Whitaker” in
honor of Chief Whitaker, who was
instrumental in saving his life. He is in a
foster home receiving constant care while
his legs are healing.  In just two short
weeks Whitaker’s medical bills have
already totaled over $3,500, and he is still
facing more surgery.  
     If you can assist with Whitaker’s
medical bills, please send your donation to
FCAR and put “Whitaker” on your check.
We appreciate your generosity and
assistance in saving this young puppy and
giving him the opportunity to live a long,
happy life. 
  



                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

     We would like to thank the following 
businesses for hosting 2008 Angel 
Trees: 

• Animal Care Hospital 
• Somerville Animal Hospital 
• Hollywood Feed, Collierville 
• Collierville High School  

Animal Care Club 
• First Citizens Bank 
• Image Salon 
• First Alliance Bank 

 
Be sure to look for our  
Christmas in July Angel Trees! 

Fayette County Animal Rescue 

     Recently we rescued over 50 dogs
and cats from two men who had gotten
overwhelmed by the sheer number of
animals on the property.  Unfortunately
like in many hoarding cases, their
hearts simply were bigger than their
ability to care for the animals. All the
dogs were either chained to trees or
posts, or lived in small pens. Their
living conditions were awful, and
almost all of the dogs were heartworm
positive. The dogs were never around
any people except for the two men who
owned them and most were very
unsocialized.      

     Unfortunately, we rescue a lot of
dogs who are unsocialized because
they did not receive any attention when
they were young. It can very difficult to
get these dogs adopted. Most people
want an outgoing, friendly dog that is
going to run and play with them
immediately, and we completely
understand that. But a lot of
unsocialized dogs will warm up to

Special Dogs Need Special Homes 
~ By Gina H. Thweatt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Sarah White of Elba is 
truly an Angel. Like every 
girl she was looking forward 
to her 7th birthday party but 
instead of anticipating all of 
the great toys and gadgets 
she would receive, she was 
thinking of others.  

     She decided to have a 
birthday party where 
everyone would bring gifts 
for the rescue animals at 
Fayette County Animal 
Rescue. She collected over 
a wheelbarrow full, plus a 
large amount of cash 
donations, which will come 
in very handy for FCAR"s 
astronomical vet bills.  

     Here is a picture of this 
truly wonderful girl and if you 
look closely you can see the 
angel wings attached to her! 

people and learn to trust them once they 
get over their initial fear and distrust. It 
just takes time and patience. Once they 
get to know and trust you, these dogs 
make great pets. They become so 
affectionate and attached to you, 
because now they have found someone 
they can trust. Most of us in animal 
rescue have at least one dog like this, 
and have many stories about the 
incredible hurdles that they have 
overcome. 

     If you are considering adopting a pet, 
I hope you think about adopting one with 
special needs. You will be loved and 
rewarded in so many ways. It may 
initially take extra time and effort on your 
part, but it is so worth it.  

     The dogs below were rescued from 
the hoarding case just mentioned and 
are waiting hopefully for their new 
family.  For more information on these 
dogs, please contact FCAR at (901) 
854-2565. 

        
      Cleopatra            Fawn              Dane              Emi                  Fido       

Stay Informed in 
Fayette County! 

 
Community Counts is a 

group of concerned 
citizens whose mission 

is to affect positive 
developments 

throughout Fayette 
County.  Their purpose 
is to inform citizens of 
current issues so that 

they can make educated 
decisions.  

 
To be added to this 
email group, please 

respond to: 
CommunityCountsFayett

e@yahoo.com! 
 

Note:  This information is 
provided as a courtesy to this 

email group.  FCAR is not 
directly associated or 

responsible for any content 
distributed although we do post 

information in this venue. 

     During the month of December 
,FCAR puts Angel Trees in local 
businesses across Fayette County.  
Each of the trees has ornaments with a 
current FCAR rescue and a ‘wish list’ of 
items that the animal needs or wants for 
Christmas. 
     This year we were blessed to be able 
to expand the program to even more 
businesses thanks to an outpouring of 
support from our community.  We 
gathered dozens of items for our 
rescues, including food, cleaning 
supplies, blankets, toys & more! 

Angel Trees a Huge Success! 



Online Ways to Help FCAR 
 
iGive.com 
At over 700 brand name stores, 
a portion of each online 
purchase is donated FCAR!  
Just go to:  
http://www.iGive.com/html/ 
refer.cfm?causeid=34786  
 
American Express® Card 
Go to: 
http://amex.justgive.org/nonp
rofits/donate.jsp?ein=62-
1836008 to use your American 
Express Card to make a 
donation. If you are enrolled in 
an American Express Loyalty 
program, you can earn valuable 
rewards with virtually every 
dollar you donate. 
 
GoodSearch.com 
Search online and FCAR 
receives $.01 per search.   
Go to:  
http://www.goodsearch.com/? 
charityid=820095  
 
GoodShop.com 
Shop online and a portion of 
your online purchase is donated 
to FCAR.  Go to: 
http://www.goodshop.com/? 
charityid=820095  
 
Network for Good 
Make a donation to FCAR at: 
https://www.networkforgood.org/
donation/MakeDonation.aspx? 
ORGID2=621806094     

Fayette County Animal Rescue 

     My husband and I had been talking
about getting a dog. As luck would
have it, a stray dog near his office had
a litter of puppies, and once they were
weaned he brought one home. We
named him Alex & spoiled him rotten.  
     He was a beautiful black/tan/white
husky/shepherd mix. He was very
smart and affectionate. As soon as he
was big enough, he jumped on the bed
and slept there every night. As all of us
dog crazy people say, “He was the
perfect dog.”  
     When he reached about 12 years
old, I started realizing that he wasn’t
going to be around much longer. I
couldn’t imagine coming home every
day and not having my dog greet me
as he had done for so long. Therefore,
my husband and I started talking about
getting another dog, not to replace
Alex, but to help fill the void when he
left us.  
     As luck would have it again, I went
to a pet store to get Alex’s Christmas
present and saw the FCAR volunteers
having an adoption day. I decided to
take a look at the dogs that were there,
and my eyes fell upon an adorable
black and tan female named Angel.

My First FCAR Dog 
~ By Gina H. Thweatt 

  
     She sat in her crate but was
wagging her tail so hard that her
behind was shaking! A volunteer took
her out of her crate so I could meet
her. I was smitten! It didn’t take long for
us to decide to adopt her.  
     Soon afterwards, Alex passed away
from cancer, and we were so
devastated. I don’t know how we would
have handled his death if we didn’t
have Angel around. She was a crazy
girl and she made us laugh all the time.
She constantly wanted to play and give
kisses. Having her around really
helped us cope with losing our Alex.
My husband said she was truly given
the right name, because she was
definitely an angel sent from Heaven.  

In Loving Memory 
Please pray for our rescues that have crossed over the Rainbow Bridge: 

Homer & Bindy 

Porter Paints - Oakland 

S & P Coffee Shop - Oakland 

Hilltop Liquors - Oakland  

Somerville Animal Hospital - Somerville 

Fayette Falcon - Somerville 

Animal Care Hospital - Somerville 

Marilyn Phillips D.D.S. - Eads 

Walgreens- Oakland 

Pediatric Dentistry - Eads 

Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine - Eads

BP Gas Station Corner of Hwy 64 and 
Old 196 - Eads 

FCAR Donation Canisters are Here! 
The following businesses have a canister to collect donations for FCAR.  Please 
support these businesses!  Please contact us if we can place a canister in your 
business. 

Hickory Withe Bank - Eads 

Texaco 6304 Hwy. 64 - Oakland 

AutoZone - Oakland 

Exxon 7022 Hwy. 64 - Oakland 

Oakland Deposit Bank - Oakland 

First Alliance Bank - Oakland 

Kroger 7265 Hwy. 64 - Oakland 

Image Salon - Oakland 

Milano’s Pizza – Somerville 

Three Dog Bakery - Collierville 

Whisker’s Wine and Spirits- Cordova 

Natalie’s Liquor Warehouse - Cordova 

Save FCAR Money! 
 

We currently send out 
between 6-8 mailings to our 
entire list of supporters every 

year. It can be quite costly 
for these mailings when you 

consider printing and 
postage and we do realize 

that some of you may prefer 
not to receive this 

information. 
If you would like to be 

removed from this mailing 
list, please email us at 

fayettefcar@hotmail.com or 
call us at (901) 854-2565. 



 
 

In memory of Daisy, from Barbara 
Reynolds 
 
“In memory of Nikki, our deceased shelter 
dog”, from James L. Davis 
 
In memory of James H. Jackson, from 
Sarah M. Jackson 
 
“In memory of our little yorkie, Cody Dixie 
Delight.  He was our delight for 14 ½ 
years”, from Bertha and Harry Novak 
 
“In memory of my beloved dogs Audie and 
Jack”, from Leslie Erwin 
 
“In memory of Zoe Duckworth, beloved pet 
and friend who recently passed away”, 
from Rachel Zoeller 
 
In memory of Robert Thweatt, from Delores 
Cowan Provow, Michael Provow & Martin 
Lindberg 
 
In memory of Beaux, beloved pet of Susan 
& Lee Bachman 
 
In memory of Rock, beloved dog of Martha 
Burge, from Gina Thweatt 
 
In loving memory of Jeff Anderson, father 
of Kayla Anderson, from your FCAR family
 
In memory of Tempi, from Vicky Rimstidt 
 
In memory of Misha, Scotty, Kirk, Oliver, 
Manther & Anna, from Diana Gill 
 

 
Honorariums 

 
 

Merry Christmas in honor of “Mr. & Mrs. 
Rick Lane and Christine”, from Kay and 
Bruce Miller 
 
Merry Christmas in honor of “Mr. Dale 
Buckley”, from Kay and Bruce Miller 
 
“Happy New Year to Anne Keefe”, from 
Marilynn Weedon 
 
In honor of Diana York, from Faye Redding
 
In celebration of Diane Patterson’s 
birthday, from M.J. Acree McClain 
 
In honor of Ally Rogers, from Vicky 
Rimstidt 
 
In honor of Mr. & Mrs. William Everett, from 
Erwin Bosworth & Fontaine Carloss 
 
In honor of my dog Mason, from Rachel 
Zoeller 

In honor of Miss Linda Tialleo and 
Miss Susie Donnely, from Erwin 
Bosworth & Fontaine Carloss 
 
In honor of Dr. Margaret Wowk and 
Mr. James Wooffand, from Erwin 
Bosworth & Fontaine Carloss 
 
In celebration of Magoo’s 1st birthday, 
from Dale & Brenda Johnson 
 
In honor of John Goodwin, from 
Marilyn Aldridge 
 
In honor of Patches, from Thelma 
Murphy 
 
In honor of LuLu Patterson, from 
Susan Grizzard 
 
In honor of all our Grandcats, 
Granddogs and Grand Guinea Pigs, 
from Linnea & Paul Bert 
 
In honor of Clyde, from Mary Keywood 
 
In honor of Delores Provow & her love 
of animals, from Mary Cowan 
 
In honor of Michael Provow, from 
Susan & Barry Chase 
 
In honor of Michael Provow, from John 
Hater 
 
In honor of Alice Dean, from Patricia 
M. Worley 
 
“In honor of Laurie & Ronnie Turner 
and all of their dedication to FCAR”, 
from Kathy Bryan 
 
In honor of Marvin (aka Marvel), from 
Kenneth & Shari McKnight 
 
“In honor of all the dedicated workers”, 
from Bill & Becky Kitchens 
 
“On behalf of and with grateful thanks 
to Bob & Susan Wilson”, from Flight 
Display Systems 
 
In honor of Melissa & Lauren 
Peterson, from Lisa & Walt Peterson 
 
“In celebration of adopting Herbie”, 
from Tamara Wheatley 
 
In honor of Dr. Lawrence Diaz, from 
Abundant Care Ambulance Service 
 
In honor of Barb & Jenny Drabowicz, 
from Richard Grugel 

“In memory of Susan and Andy’s 
beautiful Shiloh”, from Pat Rush Davis 
 
In memory of “Prizzy”, from Wilton & 
Brunell Boshers 
 
In memory of “Cujo”, from Jerry 
Howell 
 
In memory of Herbert Levy, from Pam 
Levy 
 
In memory of Ellie Mae, beloved dog 
of Mark & Rae Willis, from your FCAR 
family 
 
In memory of Max, beloved lab of Mr. 
& Mrs. Paul Smith and Annabelle, 
from Kay Miller 
 
In memory of Mischka, from James & 
Linda Segerson 
 
In memory of Teena Spencer, from 
Faith  Barcroft 
 
In memory of Clancy, beloved dog of 
Karen Keywood, from Mary Keywood 
 
In memory of Murray Armstrong, from 
Audrey Sanders 
 
In memory of Lucy Patterson, from 
Susan Grizzard 
 
In memory of Fritz, from Linda, Jimmy 
and Jonathan Segerson 
 
In memory of Oreo, from Larry & 
Margaret Wilkinson 
 
In memory of Prince, from Pat Rush 
Davis 
 
In memory of Nika, from Eleanore 
Rauscher 
 
In memory of Jack, from Dr. & Mrs. S. 
Angier Wills 
 
In memory of Jessie Beth Reed who 
loved all animals, from Mary Reed 
 
In memory of Molly, from Clarice 
Hammett 
 
In memory of Charlotte Fallin, from 
Dennis & Ellen Timbes 
 
In memory of Pal, from Etna 
Chambers 
 

Memorials 



 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

Fayette County Animal Rescue 

     Early in 2006, my wife Delores wanted to plan a road
trip of sorts. It turned out to be a cruise to the Bahamas.
Delores found some like-minded friends and we all agreed
after school started in September would be best for us old
folks. When September rolled around I was in so much pain
from yet another incident with my back that I didn't want to
go. I knew I couldn't even pick up the smallest carry on
bag. I finally understand what peer pressure is. I should
have stayed home but went along with the gang members.
     Several months before the trip I purchased a book to
read. I just knew I would be reading this book while on a
beach with a cool drink in hand. Frankly every move was
painful, getting on the plane, sitting, getting off the plane.
Even going up the steps of the bus and the gangway to the
ship was all I could do. Once on the ship I just wanted to
stop somewhere, anywhere. I had to just stop moving!  
   I was surprised at the accommodations.  What a cabin, it
even had its own balcony. I knew I would be out there
reading and maybe smoking a cigar. The pain and the
stress of the trip left me nearly unable to even eat. I really
did not want to leave the cabin. The ship was under way 
and folks were exploring the shops, bars and casino. I just
wanted to be alone, I kept thinking why did I do this, I need
to be home in my bed with Dr.Dog (my Lab). Then it hit me
...I had a book to read (this is a book review, more on that
later). I had selected the book because the dog on the
cover reminded me of Doc. The book..."Marley and Me" . I
knew of the author from his time as editor of Organic
Gardening Magazine. I started reading and soon found the
pain was not an issue anymore. I was the fly on the wall in
this life with these people. I was watching this as if it were a
movie. Then someone crashed in and said "get dressed it
is time for dinner". I went to dinner but I was hoping I could
dump these folks and get back to John and his story.  
     In the morning, I went to eat but declined to go to shore
with them. As I waved to them I was backing up
and headed back to the cabin. I pulled the drapes and
pulled out my book. I knew I would have hours before
anyone bugged me. The pain soon left and I was there in
Florida and the crazy Lab was worse than my Doc, I took
comfort in that. I laughed at what Marley did, Doc is a piece

Michael’s Book Review – Marley & Me 
~ By Michael Provow 

of work but Marley was the worse 
Lab yet! I was in the story, the life,  
even the smells of the mangos 
Marley was eating and for a while  
the pain was gone.  
     Then the door opened and they 
were back. I put away the book  
and looked at all the "bargains  
they had bought". I even went to  
the pool, I had some of those rum 
drinks and just hung out with the  
gang.  I managed dinner and even the midnight buffet.  
     The next morning I was asked to go to the next port of 
call and again declined. They all left and I went back to 
check on Marley. I was getting that familiar lump in my 
throat as I realized Marley was getting old. The family now 
included three kids. I pondered that these kids had always 
known this dog...wow. I could not relate to that but enjoyed 
the mere thought of how this family lived. Getting old is 
painful, I was hoping John would stop this move into what I 
knew would be sad. I closed the book and yelled, John 
don't do this. I really wanted a happy ending, I needed a 
happy ending.  
     John went with the real life version. I just about fell apart 
at the last chapter. I closed the book and sat in the cabin 
with the curtains drawn and the lights off. I don't know how 
long it was before Delores came in and told me of the 
wonderful day they had in town. I really wanted to be home 
with Doc. but that would be a few days more. Meanwhile 
Marley was gone. I really felt a loss. Delores, Marty and I 
went to see the movie Christmas day and I enjoyed it. It 
was good… these critters will break your heart but what a 
wonderful ride.  
     If you have lost a pet do yourself a big favor get another 
one when you are ready.  FCAR has your next best friend! 
Doc was so funny Christmas morning as he opened 
everyone's presents. He was very good this year. In years 
past he had the presents opened as soon as they were put 
under the tree. Delores doesn't see him the way I do, he 
makes me laugh...that is good right? 

Words of Wisdom 
 

We give dogs time we can spare, 
space we can spare and love we 
can spare. And in return, dogs give 
us their all. It's the best deal man 
has ever made. - M. Acklam  
 
There is no psychiatrist in the world 
like a puppy licking your face.  
- Ben Williams 



 

 
 
 

COME OUT AND FIND 
YOUR PERFECT FURRY 

FRIEND!  ANIMALS 
RESCUED FROM ABUSE, 

NEGLECT & 
ABANDONMENT 
AVAILABLE FOR 

ADOPTION. 
 

WHEN:  MARCH 28, 2009 
11AM – 4PM 

WHERE:  CAMERON 
BROWN PARK 

FARMINGTON BLVD. 
GERMANTOWN, TN 

 
COME JOIN US! 

 

Fayette County Animal Rescue 
P.O. Box 44 
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