
What Christians Believe . . .  

I.    About God?    

A.  The ________________ of God is assumed in Scripture. 

The Bible begins in Genesis 1:1 by saying, “In the beginning God. . . .”  God does not argue for His existence.  He 

expects us to accept the fact that He exists.  We must accept by faith that God has given us His Word.  Without it 

we would not know how to be saved nor how to have fellowship with Him as Christians.  Apart from God’s 

revelation, man drifts along in a meaningless existence that has no purpose and no goals. 

(The existence of God can be proved in a variety of ways by appealing to nature and logic.  Because these are all 

outside of the bounds of Scripture, they will not be dealt with here.  These are all used in Apologetics which is the 

defense of the faith to unbelievers.) 

B.  Our God is a ____________________ God. 

Because God is infinite and we are finite, knowledge about God would be impossible if God had not chosen to 

reveal Himself.  Revelation is God’s disclosing to man things about Himself that man could not know otherwise.  

The revelation of God to mankind is divided into two sections: general revelation and special revelation.  

General revelation is God’s revelation of Himself in creation, through history, and in man’s conscience.  Special 

revelation is God’s revelation in His Word and through His Son Jesus Christ.  Without revelation we would know 

nothing about God.   

(See Chart on “Knowledge of God.”) 

C.  The ________________________ of God 

Attributes are qualities or characteristics of a person or thing.  Although general revelation may give us a 

glimpse of God’s attributes (surely the Creator of the universe is omnipotent), it is not until we come to God’s 

Word that we understand the character of God as He has revealed it to us.  Special revelation is absolutely 

necessary in order to understand the Creator. 

(See Chart on “Definitions of the Attributes of God,” 2 pages.) 

D.  The _____________________ of God 

God’s nature is revealed in Scripture as both Unity and Trinity.  God is one in His essential being, but He exists in 

three Persons.  Each Person of the Godhead (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is fully God.   

(See Chart on “A Biblical Presentation of the Trinity,” 2 pages.) 

 

II.   About Jesus? 

A. The Birth of Christ. 

The Scripture clearly asserts that Jesus was conceived in the womb of His mother Mary by a miraculous work of 

the Holy Spirit and without a human father.  The following Scriptures show both the virginity of Jesus’ mother, 

Mary and the fact that God is the father of Jesus, not Joseph. 

1. ______________________ of Mary 



Matthew 1:18 “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 

before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.” 

Luke 1:26, 27, 34 “And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 

To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. . . . 

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” 

2. _________________________ Paternity 

Luke 1:31, 32, 34 “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his 

father David. . . . Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” 

B.  The Nature of Christ. 

The virgin birth of Jesus Christ was the means by which He acquired a human nature without affecting His sinless 

deity.  Jesus is perfect God and perfect man; 100 percent God and 100 percent man.  He was as much God as if 

He were not man at all and as much man as if He were not God at all.  Some cults emphasize the humanity of 

Christ to the exclusion of His deity.  But the Scriptures teach both. 

1. __________________ Nature 

Some suggest that if Jesus was truly human then he would have sinned for all humans sin.  God did not 

originally create man sinful.  In the Garden of Eden before Adam and Eve sinned they were truly human.  

When as believers we are given glorified bodies, we will still be human but without sin.  It is not essential to 

humanity to sin.  It is essential to fallen humanity to sin.  Human beings today are in an abnormal state.  

Jesus was 100 percent human, yet without sin!   

(See Chart on “The Person of Christ,” column on “Human Nature”) 

2. _______________________ Nature 

Not only is Jesus described in Scripture as being fully human, He is also described as being fully God.   

(See Chart on “The Person of Christ,” column on “Divine Nature”) 

3. ______________________ Person 

Perhaps the most incredible thing about the nature of Christ is that Scripture teaches these two natures are 

united in one person.  He is the God-man (theanthrophic).  These two natures are combined in Jesus in the 

Hypostatic union: one substance or person with two natures. 

(See Chart on “The Person of Christ,” column on “Union of Natures”) 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept 

Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ That is the one thing we must not say. A man who 

was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic 

- on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your 

choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. . . .” 

“You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord 

and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left 

that open to us. He did not intend to.”   - C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: The Macmillan Co., 1960). pp. 40-41. 

 



B.  LƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ bŀǘǳǊŜ 

What is the significance of Jesus being both fully God and fully man?  Does it really matter?   

мΦ  WŜǎǳǎΩ Humanity 

a.  Man needed a representative. 

Romans 5:18-19  “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by 

the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man's 

disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” 

b.  Man needed a substitute sacrifice. 

Hebrews 2:16-17 “For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 

Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 

high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” 

c.  Man needed a mediator between him and God. 

1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;” 

нΦ  WŜǎǳǎΩ 5Ŝƛǘȅ 

Only God could achieve our salvation.  Because our sins are against an infinitely holy God, they are infinitely 

heinous and worthy of infinite punishment.  The only way a finite human being can pay for his/her sins is by 

spending infinity (eternity) in hell. Because Christ is infinite God, He was able to bear the infinite (eternal) 

punishment for all the ones given to Him by the Father in a finite amount of time (as He hung on the cross).  

Only God could achieve our salvation! As Anselm said in his theological masterpiece, Cur Deus Homo? 

(literally “Why God Man?” or “Why Did God Become Man?”):   

It would not have been right for the restoration of human nature to be left undone, and . . . it could 

not have been done unless man paid what was owing to God for sin. But the debt was so great that, 

while man alone owed it, only God could pay it, so that the same person must be both man and God.  

Thus it was necessary for God to take manhood into the unity of his Person, so that he who in his 

own nature ought to pay and could not should be in a person who could . . . . The life of this man was 

so sublime, so precious, that it can suffice to pay what is owing for the sins of the whole world, and 

infinitely more. 

“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 

poverty might be rich.”  2 Corinthians 8:9 

“For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 

and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:”   Romans 8:3 

 

 

 

 

 

  



III.  About the Scriptures?   Plenary Verbal Inspiration 
A. Inspiration:  The Bible is_________ - _____________.   

 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God.”   2 Timothy 3:16 

       1.  What inspiration is 

 The word inspiration in 2 Timothy 3:16 is translated from a compound Greek word which means “God-

breathed.”  Thus, this verse says that “all Scripture is God-breathed.” 

  “The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that published it.”   Psalm 68:11  

   “All scripture is given by inspiration of God.”  2 Timothy 3:16 

“GOD...spake  in time past unto the fathers by the prophets.”  Hebrews 1:1 

“Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but  which the Holy Ghost teacheth; 

comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”  1 Corinthians 2:13 

“But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  For I neither received it of 

man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  Galatians 1:11-12  

Scripture is superior to eyewitness accounts because it is not influenced by ______________   man. 

      “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received from God the Father honour and glory, 

when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  

And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. We have also a more 

sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until 

the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 

private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 

were moved by the Holy Ghost.”   2 Peter 1:16-21       

       2.  What inspiration is not 

1. An ___________ “inspired” to play above his ability because of a certain spectator. 

2. A __________, _______________, or ___________________ who produces a great piece of music, 

literature, or art.   

      NOT               NOT 

 

OR 

 

          Literature          Athletics 

 B.  Verbal inspiration:  The _____________ of the Bible are God-breathed. 

“This *Bible+ is the writing of the living God:  each letter was penned with an  Almighty finger; 

each word in it dropped from the everlasting lips; each sentence was dictated by the Holy 

Spirit.” -C. H. Spurgeon 



 The word verbal  means, “by means of words,” or “word for word.”  It means the very 

_______________ of the Bible were breathed out by God.  

       “The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.”   2 Samuel 23:2    

   “Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth but  which the Holy Ghost 

teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”  1 Cor. 2:13  

       “All scripture  *writing+ is given by inspiration of God.”  2 Timothy. 3:16    

   “this scripture [writing]...which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake.”   Acts 1:16 

   The word translated scripture (graphe) in 2 Timothy 3:16 and Acts 1:16 means the actual 

writings of God’s Word. 

  SPELLING 

“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall  in no wise pass from the 

law, till all be fulfilled.”  Matthew 5:18  

   “Jot” - smallest _________________ in the Hebrew alphabet.  ( y) 20 Font 

   “Tittle” - small _________________________ that differentiates between two similar 

   looking letters in the alphabet.  (d daled, r resh) 20 Font 

  SINGULAR AND PLURAL 

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to  seeds, as of many; but as of 

one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.”  Galatians 3:16 

C.  Plenary verbal inspiration: ______________ word of the Bible is God-breathed. 

   plenary means “full” 

“But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  Matthew 4:4     

   “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.”  Proverbs 30:5 

   “All  [plenary] scripture [verbal] is given by inspiration of God [God-breathed+.”  2 Timothy. 3:16 

  



IV.  About Salvation? 
Christians believe that salvation is through faith alone, by grace alone, because of the work of Christ alone, revealed in 

the Scriptures alone, in order that God alone may receive the glory. 

¶ Faith Alone  Sola Fide  (Salvation is through Faith Alone) 
“Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.  (21)  But now 
the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,  (22)  even the 
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;  (23)  for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  (24)  being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus,  (25)  whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in 
His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed,  (26)  to demonstrate at the present time His 
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  (27)  Where is boasting then? It is 
excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.  (28)  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
apart from the deeds of the law.”  Romans 3:20-28   
 

¶ Grace Alone  Sola Gratia  (Salvation is by Grace Alone) 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, (9)  not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

¶ Christ Alone  Solus Christus  (Salvation is accomplished by Christ Alone) 
“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:  (13)  Who 
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:  (14)  In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:  (15)  Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
every creature:  (16)  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:  (17)  And he 
is before all things, and by him all things consist.  (18)  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.  (19)  For it pleased the Father that in him should 
all fullness dwell;  (20)  And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by 
him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  (21)  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  (22)  In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and 
unblamable and unreprovable in his sight:”  Colossians 1:12-22 

 

¶ Scriptures Alone  Sola Scriptura  (Salvation is revealed in the Scriptures Alone) 
“But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them;  (15)  And that from a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  (16)  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:”  2 Timothy 3:14-16 
 
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  (14)  How then shall they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?  
(15)  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!  (16)  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah saith, Lord, 
who hath believed our report?  (17)  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  Romans 10:13-17 

 

¶ To God Alone Be the Glory  Soli Deo Gloria  (Salvation is designed such that God Alone 

receives the Glory) 
For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:  

(27)  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the 

world to confound the things which are mighty;  (28)  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God 

chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught things that are:  (29)  That no flesh should glory in his presence.  

(30)  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 

redemption:  (31)  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 


