
of the  
Italian-

Canadian family and it was to 
honour her that the name of 
Mueller River bestowed by 
McKinlay was rejected in favour 
of Diamantina. She is also 
commemorated in the name of 
the south-east Queensland town 
of Roma. It is the arms and motto 
of the Riccardi-Canadian family 
that have been adopted as the 
ship’s badge and motto of HMAS 
Diamantina. The motto Hic Regit 
Ille Tuetor has been translated as 
‘Whoever Rules Protects’.
Diamantina commissioned under 
the command of Lieutenant-
Commander M.G. Rose, RANVR, 
on 27th April 1945 at Hervey Bay, 
Queensland, proceeding on the 
same day for Sydney where she 
remained until 24th May. In June, 
she completed her trials before 
proceeding to New Guinea, 
arriving Madang from Cairns on 
23rd June and thence to Torokina 
(Solomons) to await the arrival of 
the Governor-General, HRH Duke 
of Gloucester, to provide transport 
to Saposa Island. This assignment 
was subsequently cancelled, but on 
5th July Diamantina proceeded to 
Saposa with Lieutenant-Generals 
Sturdee and Savige and several of 
their staff officers embarked.
On 7th July, Diamantina carried 
out a bombardment of Sohana 
Island before leaving Saposa 
to return to Torokina. Leaving 
Torokina on 17th July, Diamantina 
returned to the Saposa area and on 
18th July took up a firing position 
off the east coast of Taiof Island 
for a second bombardment of 
Japanese batteries located on 
Sohana Island. A few minutes 
after the scheduled firing was 
completed, one Japanese heavy 
gun opened fire and a few shots 

fell harmlessly 400 yards astern.
The following day, Diamantina 
again provided supporting fire 
for the Australian troops ashore in 
Bougainville before proceeding to 
Manus where she arrived on 21st 
July to begin boiler cleaning.
On 7th August Diamantina 
returned to Torokina and 
the following day resumed 
bombardment of Japanese 
positions in the Solomons, 
shelling the Bonis Peninsular 
and points along the south side of 
Buka Passage.
On completion of what proved 
to be her last operational 
bombardment of the war she 
proceeded to Choiseul Bay and 
thence to Lae, Langemak and on 
VJ Day (15th August) Madang.
In September. Diamantina 
returned to the Solomons and 
on 8th September embarked 
Lieutenant-General Kanda and 
Vice-Admiral Samejima and their 
staffs for passage to Torokina for 
the official surrender of Japanese 
forces in the Solomons.
On the same day (8th September), 
Diamantina sailed for Nauru 
Island as Senior Naval Officer 
of the Nauru-Ocean Island 
Occupation Force. Following the 
official surrender of Nauru on 
board Diamantina she returned 
to Torokina on 19th September, 
departing on 22nd September for 
surrender of Ocean Island. En route 
on 26th September, she called at 
Tarawa where she was welcomed 
as the first British warship to the 
Gilbert Islands since prewar days. 
On 30th September, she arrived at 
Ocean Island for the surrender and 
occupation.
On 10th October Diamantina 
returned to New Guinea (Madang) 
where she remained for eighteen 
days before proceeding to Rabaul. 

In November, she was engaged 
towing an LCM, salvaging stores 
abandoned on Emirau Island 
(Admiralties) and transporting a 
mine disposal party along the east 
coast of New Hanover.
On 22nd November Lieutenant-
Commander P.J. Sullivan, 
RANR, assumed command from 
Lieutenant-Commander M.G. 
Rose, RANVR. In December, 
after transporting troops of the 
Australian 6th Division from 
Wewak to Madang, Diamantina 
sailed for Sydney carrying 78 
passengers. Sydney Harbour was 
reached on 13th December, after 
an absence of 181 days. Since 
commissioning the ship had 
steamed 17,625 miles and had 
been under way 1,161 hours.
In March 1946, Diamantina 
returned to New Guinea and for 
the next two months was engaged 
on general duties based on Rabaul 
and Manus. On 31st May she 
departed Manus beginning a 
fourteen day tow of ASR 912 to 
Sydney via Trobriand Islands, 
Milne Bay, China Straits, Port 
Moresby, Bramble Bay and thence 
inside the Barrier Reef.
On 25th June 1946, Diamantina 
entered Port Phillip for the 
first time when she arrived at 
Williamstown. She paid off into 
reserve on 9th August 1946. Since 
commissioning she had steamed 
29,175 miles.
Diamantina recommissioned on 
22nd June 1959, and commenced 
oceanographic survey duty, mainly 
off the West Australian coast and 
in the Indian Ocean and Java Sea. 
She carried CSIRO technicians 
during most of these surveys, but 
also assisted the Australian Army 
Survey team on the north west 
coast of Australia. Between survey 
cruises, Diamantina assisted in 
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the training programme, giving 
junior recruits from HMAS 
Leeuwin the
opportunity to train at sea.
In March 1963, she was escort to 
the Royal Yacht Britannia during 
the Royal visit to West Australia.
Diamantina continued with a 
regular routine of survey and 
training cruises, including eight 
visits to Singapore, one to 

Colombo and Mauritius, one to 
Subic Bay (Philippines) and Hong 
Kong, one to Noumea and two to 
New Guinea.
On 1st October 1971 officers 
and sailors from Diamantina 
participated in the Christmas 
Island Territory Day celebrations.
The ship visited Djakarta in 
November 1971 when problems 
of mutual interest were discussed 

with officers of the Indonesian 
Navy.
To the end of January 1972 
Diamantina had steamed 380,677 
miles since recommissioning in 
1959 and 409,852 miles since first 
commissioning.

This article should not be viewed 
in any way as an endorsement 
of the product by the VLSVA or 
members of the committee. It is 
provided for information only 
and members should address any 
queries to the Insurance Office 
Staff on the telephone number 
listed below.

Insurance of Your 
Home

You may qualify if you are an 
Australian veteran or the widow or 
widower of an Australian veteran. 
This includes: 
• persons who are eligible 
under the Defence Service Homes 
Act 1918 whether they have a 
current DSH loan or not 
• persons who are eligible 
under the Veterans’ Entitlements 
Act 1986 
• persons who have a 
Defence HomeOwner loan from 
Department of Defence 
• widows or widowers of 
any of the above. 
Strata Title Homes
Special conditions apply to homes 
that are subject to Strata Title 
legislation. Please ask at any of our 
offices for detailed information.
Why Insure With Us
DSH Insurance was established 
in 1919 to provide an insurance 
benefit to eligible persons. This 

quality insurance product has 
been continually refined to ensure 
that it provides a comprehensive 
cover at a competitive premium. 
The Scheme operates exclusively 
in the interest of policy holders. 
This means we:
• offer a broad cover including 
flood 
• have economical premiums—
value for your money 
• do not charge a general 
excess 
• work out your sum insured 
so you are secure in the knowledge 
that you are fully covered 
• can give immediate cover 
so you are protected straight away 
• let you select the period of 
insurance—either yearly or half-
yearly 
• issue a policy written in 
plain English so you know what 
we cover 
• provide a friendly helpful 
service so we can help solve your 
insurance problems. 
Summary of Cover
Set out below is a summary of 
the cover provided by this Home 
Building Insurance. You should 
read the Home Building Insurance 
Policy and Information Booklet 
carefully before taking out this 
insurance.
(These covers are subject to the 
specific exclusions listed in each 
section of the Insurance Policy 

under the heading “What we 
do not insure you for” and the 
General exclusions listed in the 
Insurance Policy.)
Insured Events
• Fire 
• Explosion 
• Lightning or thunderbolt 
• Earthquake 
• Flood or action of the sea 
• Storm, snow or hail 
• Rain 
• Act intended to cause loss 
or damage 
• Theft or attempted theft 
• Escape of liquid 
• Riot or violent civil 
disorder 
• Impact 
• Falling tree or branch 
• Accidental breakage up to 
$5,000 
• Fusion of electric domestic 
motors that form part of the 
home. 
Following loss or damage we may 
also pay the cost of employing an 
architect, engineer or surveyor 
where needed, temporary 
accommodation or lost rent, 
demolishing and removing debris.
We also cover you or your family 
for legal liability as an owner or 
occupier of the home.
If you have any queries or require 
further information please contact 
the insurance staff at any DSH 
Insurance Office on 1300 552 662 

HMAS Barcoo 
sister ship of 

HMAS 
Diamantina
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