Introduction

SINGAPORE – THE GLOBAL SCHOOLHOUSE

Singapore is well positioned to be a Global Schoolhouse – a world-class education hub that is internationally renowned for its intellectual capital and creative energy.  This compelling hub will comprise a vibrant ecosystem of leading international and local educational institutions; working together to create a strong education sector that will enhance Singapore’s economic growth. The aim is to grow the number of international students studying in Singapore to around 150,000 by the year 2012.  To date, Singapore has 60,000 international students from major source countries such as China, Indonesia, Malaysia, India and Vietnam, with a quarter of these students studying in Private Education Organisations (PEOs).
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Summary
SINGAPORE – THE GLOBAL SCHOOLHOUSE

Global Schoolhouse means global in institutional composition and global in student mix. 

The government in Singapore encourages a broad-based education and global perspective to equip working executives with the qualifications and training needed to stay relevant and meet the new challenges in today’s knowledge-based economy.
As an education destination, Singapore aims to offer international students and executive everything from highly specialized engineering and science programmes to general business and management programmes. 

Singapore is geographically well-situated. Because of Singapore's position between the First and the Third World, our multi-lingual facility and our excellent public education infrastructure, this growing education market in Asia is a major economic opportunity for us. We can play a major role in providing a wide range of educational services both in Singapore and in other parts of Asia.

Institutions seeking a strong presence in a distinctive and cosmopolitan Asian city with well-established infrastructure and global connectivity have found Singapore an ideal location for a campus. Likewise, companies seeking a convenient meeting place with a world-class business environment are using Singapore as a base for their corporate learning activities. 

Singapore welcomes reputable universities and colleges to establish here and to be part of increasingly vibrant education infrastructure. Private universities and schools can position themselves to tap the growing demand in Asia Pacific and contribute to the dynamism of the Singapore and regional economies by offering a greater diversity of new education products, services and ideas, 

Singapore is home to reputable institutions such as Informatics, Management Development Institute of Singapore and Singapore Institute of Management, which are popular among students, both local and international. Growing numbers of students and working adults aiming to stay competitive in knowledge-intensive economies are seeking an education overseas. 

The entry of several major players in the Singapore education scene in 2004 attests to the attractiveness of Singapore as a global education hub. The enthusiasm in this sector is also enhanced with the presence of many diverse players, from specialty schools to local privately funded independent secondary schools across different geographies. There are currently approximately 60,000 international students in Singapore.
On the other hand, companies are using Singapore as a hub for their training activities. For example, Motorola, STMicroelectronics, have located their regional training in Singapore. Besides that, companies are also using Singapore as a base to capitalize on the rising global demand education products and services. 

Developing an education hub goes hand in hand with developing teaching resources for schools. As a result, Singapore is looking to invest in teacher training resources infrastructure. 

Singapore is pushing towards becoming an e-learning hub in the Asia-Pacific region. Attracted by Singapore’s excellent telecommunication and its broadband IT infrastructure, a significant number of established players have already set up base here. For example, Universitas 21 Global - a group of 16 well-known universities, established its global headquarter in Singapore to develop a learning management system and new online content to deliver online postgraduate degrees.

Economic Development Board (EDB) will continue to reinforce the Global Schoolhouse by adopting some strategies, which are to create a more conducive environment for schools and students. This includes putting in place a business-friendly framework to enhance the schools' infrastructure facilities and curriculum. 
Next would be continuing to draw leading foreign schools by showcasing Singapore as a convincing education hub of quality institutions with opportunities to link up with key industries and its huge base of multinational corporations here. 

Thirdly is to attract more specialty schools to create greater diversity. With specialty schools, international and local students will enjoy a full spectrum of world-class education providers offering a niche programmes in areas ranging from fine arts, design, culinary arts, hotel management to sports and lifestyle. 

EDB also aims to attract 100,000 executives to Singapore for corporate training by enhancing Singapore's executive learning infrastructure with corporate training institutes and working with multinational corporations in Singapore to set up more regional training centres and eventually corporate universities. These will add more vibrancy to our business hub as executives come to Singapore not just for business and to network but to learn.
Topic – Selling Singapore as a “Global Schoolhouse” – a world class 
              education hub
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· News

 1. Education Services Brochure - Singapore The Global Schoolhouse
 
http://www.sedb.com/etc/medialib/downloads/industry_opportunities.Par.0014.File.tmp/Education%20Brochure%20(2004).pdf 

This website tells us how Singapore seeks quality and diversity in the development of the education landscape and also how Singapore’s strategic location attracts other South-East regions to set up universities or other private institutions here. Lastly, it also shows why other regions wanted to set up schools or institutions in Singapore. 

2. Landmark projects strengthen Singapore's global schoolhouse
http://www.sedb.com/edbcorp/sg/en_uk/index/in_the_news/press_releases/2005/landmark_projects.html
It is about the investment projects in the education services under the Singapore Economic Development Board (EDB). These investments are expected to create about 900 jobs when fully realised. Besides that, it also states that as part of the Singapore government's efforts to enhance student protection, EDB together with other government and non-government organisations implemented the Student Protection Scheme (SPS).

3. Singapore launches project to make country a global schoolhouse
http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/document?_m=d0c1757c2fdbfaf5e86816f634624a12&_docnum=1&wchp=dGLbVlb-zSkVA&_md5=409c5ff67d137a1ee216213d2139cfab
It is a report on plans to attract more foreign institutions to be set up in Singapore. Besides that, there are also some interviews by foreign students on education in Singapore. 


4. Singapore weighs in
http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/document?_m=a04a8a54de916a71caf09f96c33e8387&_docnum=2&wchp=dGLbVlb-zSkVA&_md5=7abdec8d389fc9f7ecb599ccaed24b48
The Global Schoolhouse is launched by the Singapore Tourism
Board (STB) to promote the island's education services. It also tells how our business in Singapore will benefit if this global schoolhouse is launched. The EDB is negotiating with a foreign university to set up on the island
a campus which will offer a comprehensive curriculum ranging from the
liberal arts to engineering.

5. Singapore launches bid to boost education exports
http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/document?_m=a04a8a54de916a71caf09f96c33e8387&_docnum=4&wchp=dGLbVlb-zSkVA&_md5=97e00003798226bf0308cca2b30e184e
The objective of making Singapore a Global Schoolhouse is to provide educational programmes at all levels and all types that attract an interesting mix of students from all over the world.              

6. The Globalization of Education
http://www.wun.ac.uk/news/article.php?id=40
The Minister for Trade and Industry launched a new initiative – ‘Singapore’s Global Schoolhouse’. In his speech, Minister Yeo stated that education was now one of Singapore’s key sources of growth for the economy and that Singapore will become a global player in the education market. This market includes all levels of education – from compulsory to higher education, as well as teacher and other forms of vocational training. 

· Website

7. Singapore Quality Class (SQC) for Private Education Organisations (PEO)

http://www.spring.gov.sg/portal/products/nat_certification/sqc/sqc_peos.html
SQC is a is a scheme to recognize PEOs that have attained a commendable level of performance in their journey to business excellence and to assist them to reach world-class standards of business excellence based on the Singapore Quality Award (SQA) framework. Administered by SPRING Singapore, the scheme is an enhancement of the SQC scheme with additional benefits for PEOs. It also shows “Who can Apply?”, “TheBenefits” and the “Privileges”.


8. Come learn with us on Singapore!

http://www.nsaspeaker.org/information/mag/Jan05International.shtml
This website shares with us the reasons why Singapore is a good place to study in. It also shows the number of multi-national companies and professional expatriates staying in Singapore.  Based on this article, there are 50,000 foreign students who have opted for Singapore as their choice for overseas further study. So, if you are interested to hear from these experience and professional national speakers, do visit this website.

9. Asia’s Global SCHOOLHOUSE
http://www.bangkokpost.com/education/site2003/cvse0903.htm
“With strong government backing, Singapore is well on the way to becoming our region’s educational hub”, this is the headline in this website. 

This is a very good website that you should visit as it shares with us what is our government’s aim to make this country a “Global Schoolhouse” and it is clearly states the methods or roles the Economic Development Board (EDB) is playing to develop a “Global Schoolhouse. And it also tells us the planning or measures EDB is taking to attract more foreign students to study in Singapore.  

10. Singapore Education 

http://www.singaporecampus.com/en/?&print
In this website, it is about the courses that are available in Singapore for the overseas and foreign students to pursue. On top of that, the top Universities in the world have set up campuses here in Singapore so that local and overseas students who want to pursue higher education in these prestigious universities can now study in their campuses in Singapore instead of going to USA, Europe or elsewhere. 

11. Singapore Tourism Board organizes ‘Singapore Education Exhibition' 
      to promote Singapore as a preferred Education hub

http://www.indiainfoline.com/bize/sing.html
Singapore Tourism Board in an effort to offer a diverse and distinctive mix of educational services in a safe, cosmopolitan and comfortable environment announces the ‘Singapore Education Exhibition’. HSBC would also be conducting the seminars for student loans for studying in Singapore. 
These educational institutions are equipped with the latest and the best in educational tools and technologies. This makes Singapore an ideal education hub.

· Speech

12. The Launch of University of New South Wales (UNSW) Asia in 
        Singapore
http://www.sedb.com/edbcorp/sg/en_uk/index/in_the_news/2003/2004/the_launch_of_unsw.html
This website shows a speech by Managing Director of the Singapore Economic Development Board on the launch of UNSW Asia in Singapore. The setting up of such a major private and research-led university in a foreign country is among the first in the world of international higher education. Singapore and UNSW both stand for quality and excellence. Singapore has all the attributes of becoming a great education hub and also a fine reputation for quality education.


13. New Framework to develop Singapore into a thriving international   
       education hub
http://www.sedb.com/edbcorp/sg/en_uk/index/in_the_news/2003/2004/singapore_plans_to.html
It is a statement by Managing Director of the Economic Development Board at the launch of the Education Excellence Framework. He says that our "Global Schoolhouse" programme aims to develop Singapore into a thriving international education hub offering a rich spectrum of academic and specialty courses from secondary school to university levels. The EDB and our partner agencies are implementing several development strategies to achieve this target. 

The competition in the international education market is becoming more intense. Singapore has advantages that attract international students here which are the safe environment, cosmopolitan society, high living standards and the mix of Eastern and Western culture and education. 

14. The Evolution of Education in Singapore

http://www.psbcorp.com/news_speech20040929.shtml
It is a speech by Prof Kau Ah Keng, Chairman of PSB Academy Academic Board. He states that in support of Singapore's vision to become a Global Schoolhouse, private education providers must raise their quality standards to ensure that an education in Singapore is second to none. As recently, Singapore initiated several changes to the education system, to facilitate PSB’s transformation into a "knowledge-based economy" and meet challenges posed by globalisation and competition.


15. Singapore - The Global Schoolhouse
http://www.sedb.com/edbcorp/sg/en_uk/index/in_the_news/2003/20030/singapore_-_the_global.html
It is a speech by Ministry for Trade and industry about launching an initiative to make Singapore a "Global Schoolhouse" for students from all over the world, especially Asian students. In his speech, he says parents nowadays want their children to be better educated so that their lives will be improved.

· Publication

16. 'Going global' with Singapore-based education
http://www.sedb.com/edbcorp/sg/en_uk/index/in_the_news/publications/singapore_investment3/singapore_investment9/0.html
With an emphasis on diverse and quality educational services, Singapore is positioning itself as a world-class education destination. Analysts forecast that the global demand for international higher education will exceed seven million students by 2025. In anticipation of this, Singapore intends to welcome a large portion of the Asia market to its shores by positioning itself as a world-class education hub. 


17. Developing Singapore as a Global Schoolhouse
http://www.ntu.edu.sg/cee/ssp/news/10MAR2003.pdf#search='global%20schoolhouse'
This website reports on the partnership between Nanyang Technological University (NTU) and Stanford University. It also tells that they are conducting joint research and are looking into other research areas, whereby this collaboration will benefit Singapore-based industries. 


18. The Playing Field – Singapore becomes a major attraction

http://www.higher-edge.com/docs/nsf-2_24-20030917.pdf#search='Singapore's%20Global%20Schoolhouse'
The Global Schoolhouse consists of e aims: attracting leading foreign institutions into Singapore, developing local education institutions and enterprise, and bringing in international students. Thus not only that, it also tells us the various organizations that are involved in this campaign. Lastly, it also provides two other useful sources for references.   


· Case Study

19. Canada’s Global Schoolhouse 

http://www.vitalspace.net/projects/education.htm
This is a case study on Canada’s Global Schoolhouse, it states down the vision and purposes of a ‘Global Schoolhouse’. It also shares with us the core values, foundation and additional features of “The Global Schoolhouse”.

20. Regulate Singapore's private schools

http://www.newsintercom.org/nucleus/plugins/print/print.php?itemid=76
It is a case study on a student from a private school background complaining on education in private schools in Singapore. In the case study, it states that Ministry of Education (MOE) should set up statutory body to ensure high quality of education in Singapore. As it says in the report, something is rotten in the state of private schools in Singapore, whereby it means that private schools in Singapore do not offer the high quality standard education for their students.







