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Abstract: Sam's is the simplest, yet the most touching of all paths: his simple loyalty and love for Frodo
makes him the single person who never wavers in his task throughout the book. Though they are all
engaged in momentous events, Sam always remembers that the sun coming up in the morning is a
glorious sight, and that hobbits have to eat. When Frodo can no longer even walk, and will not let Sam
carry the Ring, Sam carries Frodo. Then, when Gollum joins them, Frodo's kindness has to be
balanced by Sam's stern limits. Ultimately Sam's outcome is the happiest of all those on the Quest: he
has been able to see the Elves who so fascinated him, able to serve as Frodo's companion on the
greatest of all quests, and now able to return to his blessed Shire, to marry his loving Rosie, have many
children and live happily ever after.

Chapter Six: The Path of Love

In earlier chapters, we've already seen two inseparable pairs: Merry and Pippin, Legolas and Gimli.

Merry and Pippin are like two peas in a pod, so alike that only their age differences separate them at

all, with Pippin merely a younger version of Merry. Legolas and Gimli are total opposites who, when

they first meet, are constantly at odds; later they come to respect their opposite and become

inseparable friends. Frodo and Sam are still another inseparable pair, but joined in quite a different way

than either Merry and Pippin, or Legolas and Gimli. 

Unlike all the others in the Fellowship, Sam comes from a lower economic class. Upon Bilbo's

unexpected departure, Frodo becomes the Master of the finest house in Hobbiton. But whether that

had happened or not, Frodo had still been raised in the upper class of Hobbit society, along with his

dear friends Merry and Pippin. In contrast, Sam was a simple gardener, borne into this lower strata of

society as generations before him had been. Sam works as a gardener, first for Bilbo, then later for

Frodo. Despite their obvious affection for each other, and their total dependence on each other as the

quest continues, Sam and Frodo never step fully out of their class roles. It would be unthinkable for

Sam to consider himself Frodo's equal.

At the time Tolkien wrote this book, England was still very nearly as stratified by class as it
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might have been in the Middle Ages (or Middle Earth). When he served in World War I, he was

automatically an officer, along with every other member of his class, while those of Sam's class of

society were automatically the enlisted men. Each officer had a "batman," a sort of butler who took care

of the material details of his life. Many years later, talking of the war, Tolkien said that he preferred the

enlisted men to the officers. "My 'Sam Gamgee' is indeed a reflexion of the English soldier, of the

privates and batmen I knew in the 1914 war, and recognized as so far superior to myself."1 

Throughout the book, Sam is unwavering in his love for, and devotion to, Frodo. Though such a

rigid class structure may seem strange and even repugnant to those of us who have grown up in

America, there is probably no better picture in literature of the possibility of love between two men,

totally without any need to even consider homosexual attraction. Their separation by their class allows

Sam to love Frodo unashamedly and Frodo to love Sam equally in turn. Though Sam, along with Pippin

and sometimes Gimli, provides the necessary touches of humor to Tolkien's story, Sam is far more than

a figure of fun. While Frodo's affection for Sam is occasionally condescending, viewing him from the

height of his educated upper class, Frodo never truly looks down on Sam. His jokes at Sam's expense

come from both respect and deep affection.

A LOVE OF ELVES

Sam is as much a part of the earth as the trees and the flowers. Throughout the book Sam never

wavers in his love for their home in the Shire. With his peasant suspicion of anything new and different,

which contrasts so strikingly with Merry and Pippin's intense curiosity, there is one thing that does

evoke Sam's curiosity: Elves! Our first encounter with Sam is in an argument he has with Ted

Sandyman in The Green Dragon, where we find that Sam believes in the existence of Ents and loves
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Elves. Though he could never get enough of Bilbo's stories of his adventures, it was when they

concerned Elves that his ears really pricked up. And we find throughout the story  that Sam doesn't

miss much.

Though rooted in the earth, Sam has a love of the magical, the exotic: of Ents and

Oliphaunts and, especially, Elves. It is this touchstone inside him that gives his love of the

earth a dignity that is lacking in his more hidebound fellow Hobbits. Because of this

touch of magic, whenever Sam unexpectedly says something wise or poetic, we don't find

it out of place.

We next meet Sam when Gandalf is telling Frodo about the Ring, and catches Sam snooping

outside the window. Dragged inside by Gandalf, Sam is beside himself with fear that Gandalf might do

something awful to him. But, after getting over his fear, he's delighted that he will be allowed to

accompany Frodo and actually see some Elves. Still first things first: before they leave, Frodo finds Sam

in the cellar of Frodo's house having one last long draught of the beer stored there. 

Here, at the beginning, Sam is simply a funny character who we think will provide

laughs. But as the quest continues, he will become far more.

On the way to The Inn of the Prancing Pony, Sam and company actually meet Elves. In years

to come, Sam remembers the evening spent with the Elves "as one of the chief events of his life." In

trying to describe it, he praised the food, which the Elves described as "poor fare," saying "if I could

grow apples like that, I would call myself a gardener." Then he added "But it was the singing that went

to my heart, if you know what I mean" (I,98, all quotes). 

Our first glimpse of the poetry within Sam's soul. We couldn't imagine Merry or Pippin or
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even Frodo saying something both so simple and so profound.

The Elves sense Sam's quality, since, like Gandalf before them, they ask him never to leave

Frodo. He reassures them that he would never do so. When Frodo asks Sam if, now that he's met the

Elves, he still likes them, Sam says wisely "They seem a bit above my likes and dislikes, so to speak. It

don't seem to matter what I think about them. They are quite different from what I expected—so old

and young, and so gay and sad, as it were" (I,103, both quotes). Sam continues, telling Frodo that

meeting the Elves has changed things inside him and now he has a feeling what their journey is about. "I

know we are going to take a very long road, into darkness.…I have something to do before the end,

and it lies ahead, not in the Shire" (I,104). 

It is always Sam, rooted in the earth, who both sees the farthest, and looks the deepest.

CROSSING BOUNDARIES

Like most hobbits (and unlike the more adventurous Frodo, Merry and Pippin), Sam has never been on

water. When the hobbits cross the Brandywine, he has his first doubts that he should have ever left the

Shire. But not even water, of which he'll see much more in the days to come, will deter Sam from

accompanying his master. And, despite his fears, during the crossing, Sam's sharp eyes spot a dark

figure across the way, their first glimpse of Gollum.

At the Inn of the Prancing Pony in Bree, when Strider appears unexpectedly in their room, it

is Sam who is immediately ready to spring to his master's defense, and Sam who continues to remain

suspicious of Strider long after the others have accepted him. We see in this both Sam's peasant distrust

of anyone out of the ordinary, and his intense protectiveness for Frodo. Clearly Sam would do anything

to defend Frodo, as he has to do often enough during their quest.
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In such situations, we see both the strength of Sam's love and the limits of his peasant's

perception. Frodo is able to see Strider's honesty and quality before Sam.

After the company wakes to find their old rooms destroyed by the Black Riders, and all the

ponies and horses in the town of Bree are gone, the only pony they are able to buy at any price is a

sad-looking creature than no one else would want. But Sam takes charge of Bill (as he names the pony)

and Bill responds to Sam's love and care. That, together with the special attention he later gets from the

Elves in Rivendell, soon has Bill as healthy and hardy as a young colt. Sam's heart nearly breaks when

later, outside the mines of Moria, they are forced to turn Bill loose. But wise Gandalf, who can speak to

animals as he does to men and hobbits, tells Bill to find his way back safely to wherever he chooses to

go. And, in fact, after the quest is over and the hobbits stop at The Inn of the Prancing Pony on their

way back to the Shire, Sam is overjoyed to find that Bill is safe and sound. He takes him with him,

never to be parted from him again

At the council in Rivendell, Elrond agrees that Frodo is the right person to be the Ring-bearer.

When Sam jumps up and insists Frodo can't go alone, Elrond is pleased and says that Sam can

accompany Frodo. But he can't resist teasing him a little, saying that he could hardly keep him from

accompanying Frodo since he can't even keep Sam out of a secret council meeting. Sam blushes and

says "A nice pickle we have landed ourselves in, Mr. Frodo!" (I,299).

Time and again throughout the story, Sam impulsively blurts out thoughts that wiser

heads would keep to themselves. Each time though these outbursts lead to a good

outcome. Though here, as on other occasions, Sam is a source of humor for the others,



7 Paths of the Hero in Lord of the Rings the Path of Love

-6-

note that wise Elrond chooses him as the first of Frodo's companions. 

ELVES AND ELVES

Sam has met the Elves along the road on their way to Rivendell, and met many more, including Elrond,

in Rivendell. Then he meets still another group of Elves in Galadriel's forest kingdom of Lothlórien.

While there, Frodo asks Sam what he now thinks of Elves. Sam, now wiser, says simply "I reckon

there's Elves and Elves. They're all elvish enough, but they're not all the same" (I,394). In fact, he feels

more kin to those of Lothlórien. Like the Hobbits of the Shire, these Elves are part and parcel of the

land they live in. Though he still feels their power, however, he is a little disappointed that the magic he

had expected is hidden deep in these Elves. 

This is a very deep insight indeed, to be able to see a sameness between hobbits like

himself, rooted in the earth, and the airy, magical Elves. But it's nevertheless a true

insight.

Soon afterwards though, Galadriel presents him with something very elvish and magical, when

she lets him look into the Mirror of Galadriel. When Sam looks into the water, hoping to see what is

happening in his beloved Shire, he sees first Frodo lying asleep under a cliff. Then he sees the Shire, but

a Shire where the trees have been cut down and smoke is belching from a red brick factory. He

immediately wants to return home, but Galadriel explains that the Mirror doesn't necessarily show what

is, or even what will be, but simply possibilities. No matter, this is still too much for Sam, who says "I

wish I had never come here, and I don't want to see no more magic" (I,397). But even this isn't enough

to dissuade Sam from his responsibility toward Frodo; he says that he'll continue on their quest.
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There is nothing Sam could imagine that would hurt him more than a Shire in ruins, but

his bravery will not allow him to stop. Note that he also sees a vision of Frodo lying

seemingly dead after Shelob's sting, but it is too early to understand its meaning. When

we experience visions, insights from within, often they have this complex quality: they

might be showing what is, or what might be, or might even be a lie. And even if true, we

may not yet know what they mean. But nevertheless, we should never overlook the

opportunity to look into the Mirror of Galadriel.

FRODO, SAM, & GOLLUM

After Boromir tries to steal the Ring, Frodo decides that the Ring is too much temptation for any one

else to bear. He decides that he must continue on the quest alone. He goes down to the river and

pushes off in one of the Elven boats. But he underestimates the extent of Sam's devotion. When Sam

sees Frodo sailing away, he immediately jumps in the water to follow him, forgetting in his haste that he

doesn't know how to swim. Crying out "coming, Mr. Frodo! Coming!" (I,442). Sam immediately sinks

like a stone. But Frodo hears his cries, brings the boat back and pulls him up to safety. Frodo tries to

dissuade him, reminding him that the journey is to Mordor, but Sam is determined to stick with Frodo

no matter what comes their way. Though Frodo didn't wish his destiny on any of his friends, he is so

happy to have Sam with him that he laughs out loud in joy. And then they continue on their journey,

alone except for each other.

From here on, the pair is inseparable. Even when the Ring drives Frodo to suspicion of

everyone, including Sam, Sam never once wavers in his love for, and loyalty to, Frodo.
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We all need to experience both roles in our life: unwavering love for another, and having

someone love us that deeply.

Frodo is indeed lucky to have such a companion. Sam, ever the practical one, takes care of

their physical needs. He carries everything that can be carried, knowing that Frodo is weighted down

enough by the drag of the Ring. Sam takes charge of what little provisions there are, cooking when that

is still possible, then later apportioning the meager stock of  water and Elven waybread. He is the one

who was wise enough to bring along a length of Elven rope, without  which they could never have made

their way through otherwise impassable mountainous areas. When Gollum finds rabbits for their supper,

it's Sam who cooks them. No matter how dark their situation, and how gloomy Frodo's mood, Sam is

always able to find something to be happy about. A very fine companion indeed!

It is because of Sam's rootedness in earthy reality that he is always practical, always

thinking of the necessities of life. We all need a Sam to balance our Frodo.

Three days after leaving the others, Frodo and Sam are totally lost, with no idea how to get to

Mordor. In exasperation, Sam exclaims: "What a fix! That's the one place in all the lands we've ever

heard of that we don't want to see any closer; and that's the one place we're trying to get to! And that's

just where we can't get nohow" (II,209). They desperately need a guide; that guide soon appears in the

unlikely person of Gollum. If Sam was originally wary of Gandalf and suspicious of Strider, his distrust

of Gollum is much deeper. Though Sam acquiesces to Frodo's decision to take Gollum/Smeagol as a

guide, nothing Frodo says will ever change his opinion of Gollum. Sam is only able to see part of the

picture; unlike Frodo, Sam is unable to look deeper into Smeagol and see the possibility of redemption.



7 Paths of the Hero in Lord of the Rings the Path of Love

-9-

Sam knows a villain when he sees him, and Frodo is lucky that Sam is along to keep a careful eye on

Smeagol.

Much of the story is in this dynamic among the three, with Sam unwavering in his devotion to

Frodo and his quest, and unbending in his animosity toward Gollum. As we saw in the previous chapter

on Gollum, from the point when Gollum joins them and becomes their guide, Sam, Frodo and Gollum

are tied together in a tight knot, with Gollum/Smeagol pulled toward his best side by Frodo's kindness

and trust, toward his worst side by Sam's insults and distrust. Frodo is also pushed and pulled by the

dynamic. As they grow ever closer to Mordor, the Ring grows more powerful and perhaps Frodo

would have yielded to it sooner except for his compassion toward Gollum, and the protection of Sam.

And even Sam, ever optimistic, might have despaired if he wasn't so busy protecting Frodo from

Gollum. The dynamic is the most complex of any in The Lord of the Rings.

It must be said that his dislike of Gollum gives Sam energy and sometimes even pleasure. As

we pointed out in the previous chapter, the lembas tasted especially good to Sam after he found that

Gollum despised them. Gollum in turn laughs out loud when Sam trips and falls face first into the dead

marshes and sees the dead faces staring up at him. Neither of the two sees anything to like in the other;

they are only joined because of their joint allegiance to Frodo.

Sam's continued distrust of Gollum serves them well for it is he who first notices a subtle change

in Smeagol after they are all frightened by Black Riders flying overhead. And then when he overhears

the schizophrenic dialogue between Gollum's two sides, Sam is canny enough not to confront Gollum,

and not to weigh Frodo down with still another problem. But he knows now definitely that Frodo is

wrong and Gollum is plotting something evil. If only he knew who "She" was.
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So in this three-way dynamic, we see the strengths and weaknesses of all three

characters. Sam is too simple to ever see the good buried deep inside Gollum. But he is

also too shrewd to ever be fooled when Gollum pretends to a friendliness that is only

skin-deep.

CONFRONTING FARAMIR

A little later, while Gollum is off hunting for food, Frodo and Sam are confronted by Faramir and his

men. Frodo and Faramir both speak cautiously, both reluctant to show their full hand until they know

with whom they are dealing. When Faramir asks about the third member of their party, Frodo deflects

the question, saying that he is only someone they met by chance on their journey. Then he tells who they

are and of the company they started out with. At the mention of Boromir, Faramir and company are

startled and now want to know much more. 

Frodo again proceeds cagily, asking if Faramir knows the "riddling words" (II,265) that led

Boromir to Rivendell. Faramir does indeed, having been the first to have the dream that brought

Boromir to Rivendell. But he does not reveal this to Frodo, merely saying that he does know the

"riddling words." Frodo is then willing to reveal that they are the Halflings of the riddle, and that the

"Sword that was Broken" belongs to Aragorn. But he's not willing to discuss Isildur's 

Bane. In this and future exchanges between the two, regardless of their mutual suspicion, both Faramir

and Frodo are impeccably courteous, a marked contrast to Faramir's brother Boromir.

While the hobbits are detained, ostensibly as guests, a battle arises between Faramir's men and

men from the South - Haradrim - who are in alliance with Sauron. Hobbits are peaceful folk, fond of

the good things in life, with little taste for war, so Sam watches the battle with horror. But then one thing
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does fascinate him: the sight of Mûmak—a mammoth far bigger than the elephants of our own day.

Sam exclaims: "An Oliphaunt it was! . . . So there are Oliphaunts, and I have seen one" (II,269).

Sam gets to see another of the wonders he had so desired to see. Note how much he has

to sacrifice along the journey in order to experience these wonders. Often people go too

lightly into the exotic realms inside them, looking only for magic, not realizing that they

must also experience pain and loss.

With the battle concluded, Faramir returns to his questioning of Frodo, trying to force Frodo to

disclose what Isildur's Bane is and where it is hidden. Frodo tells him only that it belongs to no mortal;

but if it did, it would probably be Aragorn. When Faramir wonders why Aragorn, Frodo reveals that

Aragorn is the heir of Isildur. This arouses excitement in the company, and more suspicion in Faramir,

who knows Boromir is dead and wants to know to what degree Frodo and the others, including

Aragorn, were involved in his death. When Frodo tells him that he is not at liberty to discuss his

mission, and that Faramir should not interfere with it, Faramir grows angry and answers "So! You bid

me mind my own affairs, and get me back home, and let you be. Boromir will tell all, when he comes,

say you! Were you a friend of Boromir?" (II,271). And Frodo is forced to answer cautiously that "I

was a friend, for my part" (II,271).

At that, Faramir lays some of his cards on the table, with the revelation that Boromir is dead.

Frodo is appalled, both by the unexpected bad news, but also by Faramir trying to trap him in lies.

When Faramir accuses Frodo of treachery, Sam has had enough of this haughty man who is insulting his

master. Just as he jumped up at the Council of Elrond, he interjects himself into the conversation now,

saying "Begging your pardon, Mr. Frodo, but this has gone on long enough. He has no right to talk to
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you so. After all you've gone through, as much for his good and all these great Men as for anyone else"

(II,27). He stands in front of Faramir and dresses him down in no uncertain terms, just as if he was

talking to an insolent young hobbit. The sight of this little fellow so quick to defend his master defuses

the situation as nothing else could have done. 

As so many times in the story, Sam blurts out his honest feelings. Each time, this

provokes laughter, but also each time the listeners recognize the truth in what he has to

say.

Many of the men grin at the sight, and when Faramir answers, his anger is gone and he is now

willing to reveal all. He tells them that he has been commanded to kill anyone they find loose in the land.

And thus he has every right to confront Frodo with suspicion. After telling Sam to sit down and be quiet

- which he does - he finally reveals that Boromir is his brother. When he then asks Frodo if he can

remember anything special about Boromir's gear that would prove he knew him, Frodo decides to trust

his instinct that Faramir is a better, wiser man than his brother. He tells him that Boromir carried a horn. 

This is enough to convince Faramir that they indeed knew Boromir. He tells them that eleven

days earlier, he heard that horn at the edge of his mind, as if it might have been a dream. Then that night

he had a vision of a dead Boromir floating by in the boat. His body is covered with wounds and he has

a broken sword on his knee. And a golden belt which Faramir does not recognize. But no horn! The

pieces of the horn later drifted to shore by themselves. Frodo sadly tells him that the boat in which he

lay, and the belt he wore, were both given by Galadriel, but that he can say no more, as Boromir was

alive when last he saw him.

Though much is still left unsaid still between Faramir and Frodo, the crisis has passed. They are
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all willing to open up more, though Frodo still keeps Boromir's treachery and the identity of Isildur's

Bane to himself. Unlike Frodo, Sam's mouth sometimes gets the better of him. When talking of

Boromir, Sam speaks out of turn, and reveals that "From the moment he first saw it he wanted the

Enemy's Ring" (II,288). 

This is most dangerous of all Sam's gaffes. But somehow, deep inside, Sam must have

known that Faramir could be trusted.

Faramir smiles and says softly that he now understands everything: Frodo is carrying the One

Ring, Boromir tried to steal it, and they escaped. Now they have fallen into Faramir's hands. "A pretty

stroke of fortune! A chance for Faramir, Captain of Gondor, to show his quality!" (II,288). Both Frodo

and Sam jump up, pulling out their little swords, as if they were a match for this warrior, even if he

didn't have his men about him. But Faramir is simply playing with them. He laughs and says that he is

wise enough (as were Gandalf and Aragorn and Galadriel) not to desire the Ring for himself. Like

Aragorn, he tells them that he will do anything within his power to help them in their quest. 

Later Sam finds an opportunity to approach Faramir. He bows low, then tells him: "[You]

showed your quality, the very highest" (II,289). When Faramir insists that no praise is deserved, Sam

adds: "you said my master had an elvish air; and that was good and true. But I say this: you have an air,

too, sir, that reminds me of, of - well, Gandalf, of wizards" (II,290). And so Faramir does, having been

wise enough to study at Gandalf's feet, despite the contempt his father Denethor and brother Boromir

felt for such knowledge.

Just as Sam doesn't mind dressing down Faramir as if he was a naughty child, Sam also

doesn't worry about the audacity of a servant praising a mighty lord. As always, he sees
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deep and true.

THE BATTLE WITH SHELOB

After Faramir releases Gollum to Frodo and Sam, the three continue on their way. Smeagol has lost his

inner struggle with his Gollum personality and now plans to lead the hobbits into the caverns of the giant

spider Shelob. While resting at the entrance to the caves, Sam delivers one of the most beautiful

speeches in The Lord of the Rings. 

The brave things in the old tales and songs, Mr. Frodo: adventures, as I used to call them. I

used to think that they were things the wonderful folk of the stories went out and looked for,

because they wanted them, because they were exciting and life was a bit dull, a kind of sport,

as you might say. But that's not the way of it with the tales that really mattered, or the ones that

stay in your mind. Folk seem to have been just landed in them, usually - their paths were laid

that way, as you put it. But I expect they had lots of chances, like us, of turning back, only they

didn't. And if they had, we shouldn't know, because they'd  have been forgotten. We hear

about those as just went on (II,319-20).

Is there any better summary possible of what makes this quest important? Could any

other character have expressed it better?

Perhaps even Frodo would have turned back and his tale been forgotten if he hadn't had the

ever loyal Sam along to support him every step of the way. From here on in their joint quest, Frodo is

to need Sam's friendship and support even more than he already has been.

Once inside the cave, the stench is unlike anything they have ever smelled before. But Gollum

insists that this is the only way to get into Mordor. He leads them deep into the caverns then silently
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steals away. On their own, fearing that Gollum has betrayed them, Frodo and Sam stumble forward.

Then, from behind they hear sounds, terrible sounds; when they turn to see what is following them, they

can see nothing in the gloomy darkness. As so often before, Sam comes to the rescue: he remembers

the star-glass that Galadriel gave to Frodo, a phial that contains a light that will shine when all other

lights fail. When Frodo pulls it out of his tunic, it begins to burn, then shines brighter and brighter, as if it

were a miniature star.

In the light, they now see the giant she-spider Shelob advancing on them. Frodo and Sam back

away, then lose their courage and run. As Shelob gains ground, Frodo realizes that running is useless. In

an act of incredible bravery, he turns, pulls out Sting, raises the star-glass before him, and advances on

Shelob. For many thousands of years, Shelob has lived inside her cavern, protected from the light of the

sun, and now she is faced by a light brighter than anything in her long memory. It is Shelob who retreats

from the little hobbit, slinking into one of her many passages. Sam cries out to Frodo that the Elves will

make a song of his heroism. But as this is no time to stop and talk of such things, Sam grabs Frodo and

pulls him on, in a rush to get out of the cavern before Shelob returns.

When they come to the tunnel's exit, they find it covered by a spider web, each strand as thick

as a rope. Sam laughs at the "cobwebs" and begins to hack at them with his sword; but the strands are

stronger than his sword. Frodo hands Sam the star-glass while he tries Sting on the web. Forged by

Elves, Sting cuts through the strands of web like a hot knife through butter. Frodo runs through the

opening, out from the cave, yelling for Sam to follow. But Shelob has never allowed prey to escape

before and doesn't intend to let this prey escape either.

Out in the open, Sam sees that Sting is glowing with a blue flame, which means that Orcs are
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about. Quickly, he hides the star-glass inside a pocket so that the Orcs will not be attracted by the light.

The light is barely hidden when Sam sees Shelob emerge from one of her many hidden exits, directly

behind Frodo. When Sam tries to cry out a warning, Gollum jumps on his back, with his hand covering

Sam's mouth. This is one of Gollum's favorite tricks, a way he has killed many creatures: grab from

behind, wrap his arms and legs around his victim, then crush the life out of them. As Gollum squeezes

harder, Sam's sword falls to the ground. Sam tries one last desperate maneuver: he plants his feet

firmly, then flings himself backwards against the ground with all of his might.  When Gollum hits the

ground with Sam's full weight crushing his chest, he momentarily loosens his grip. Sam breaks free and

begins to beat Gollum with his staff. When Sam picks up his sword to finish him off, Gollum scuttles

away on all fours back into the tunnel.

Freed from Gollum's grasp, Sam runs after Shelob, only to find Frodo already wrapped in a

cocoon of Shelob's web, with Shelob dragging the body away to serve as a future meal. Without even

a pause to consider his own safety, Sam springs at Shelob and begins to hack away with his sword. So

furious is his attack, and so surprised is Shelob, that Sam manages first to cut off a claw, then to stab

one of her many eyes. He rushes underneath her belly, then tries to cut her belly. But Shelob is too

tough to be killed by Sam's sword; she simply drops straight down onto Sam, intending to crush him

with her enormous body, as she has crushed others before him. But Sam drops his own sword, picks

up Sting, and holds it point upwards. Shelob's weight drives the Elven blade deep into her belly. Shelob

has never known such agony and shrieks in pain. Instinctively, she springs away, then turns to sting

Sam, as she has already stung Frodo. But Sam pulls out the Phial of Galadriel, and with Elven words he

has never spoken before coming unbidden to his tongue, he advances on Shelob as his master had
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before. Tormented by the pain of her wounds, confronted once again by this dread light, Shelob gives

up the fight and crawls slowly back into her lair.

Sam is here indeed a mighty warrior, the only one in history to vanquish Shelob. He is

able to accomplish this great feat because he is totally selfless—he acts unconsciously in

defense of Frodo, much like a mother who is able to lift an automobile off her child.

Sam turns then to Frodo and uses Sting to cut him free from the cocoon. But it's seemingly too

late; Frodo appears dead. Sam can find no pulse, not the slightest breath of air. Crying out to Frodo,

pleading with him to wake, Sam rubs Frodo's hands and feet, trying to generate some life, but he is cold

as death. Sam remembers the vision of Frodo he saw in Galadriel's Mirror, lying pale and unmoving as

he is now. But he knows now that Frodo wasn't sleeping in the vision, he was dead! All is lost. What

can he do? 

MASTER SAMWISE THE RING-BEARER

Sam has gone through too much in too short a time. Overwhelmed with grief and despair, he simply

loses consciousness for a spell. When he wakes, he finds himself still on the ground beside his dead

master. With Frodo dead, he feels that the whole quest has been for naught. But then he remembers his

own words to Frodo after meeting his first set of Elves, back when their quest had hardly begun: "I

have something to do before the end, and it lies ahead, not in the Shire" (I,104). He knows that now it

is he who must continue the quest—alone.

He does what little he can for Frodo. He lays him on his back with his hands folded against his

chest, as if asleep. He places his own sword and staff with him, and wraps his cloak around him. He

can't leave Sting or Galadriel's star-glass, but Frodo is still wearing the mithril vest given him by Bilbo,
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which is worth a king's ransom (and which will indirectly lead to his rescue). Having done all he can do,

he tries to leave, somehow he can't. Instead he stays kneeling by Frodo, holding his hand, struggling

within himself. 

How can he accomplish something that his master wasn't able to do? He is a simple gardener

who only came along as Frodo's servant. It wasn't he who was given the Ring of Power by the council

of Elrond. Who is he to take the Ring and continue on, as if Frodo had never existed? But Elrond, wise

Elrond, didn't let Frodo go alone; he appointed companions to help Frodo accomplish his task. Since

Sam is now the last of the fellowship of the Ring, if Middle-Earth is to survive, it is left to him to

complete the quest.

Sam gently takes the Ring from around Frodo's neck. When even that doesn't make Frodo stir,

Sam knows at last that Frodo must be dead; only death could free him of the responsibility for carrying

the Ring. Begging Frodo's forgiveness, he puts the chain holding on the Ring around his own neck. He

nearly falls to the ground when, for the first time, he experiences its terrible weight. Then he moves off

into the dark.

Perhaps the bravest thing Sam ever does, even though he is wrong in assuming that

Frodo is dead. Sam is stepping beyond the limits of his class, of what someone like him is

capable of being. Yet, with no other alternative, he doesn't shrink from the obligations to

serve a force greater than himself.

He has hardly started when he hears Orcs both in front and behind him. He's trapped. What to

do? Like Bilbo and Frodo before him in similar binds, he pulls off the chain and slips the Ring onto his

finger. And vanishes before the Orcs can see him! In the twilight world of the Ring, he discovers he
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possesses another power: the ability to understand the speech of the Orcs, perhaps because they are

Sauron's servants and the Ring links all who belong to Sauron. Several of the Orcs spot Frodo and

pick up the body. At the thought of Frodo's body desecrated by Orcs, Sam's resolve to continue the

quest on his own fades away. He can't leave Mr. Frodo!

When the Orcs carry Frodo's body back into Shelob's lair, one remarks that they should be

safe from Her tonight. Sam can do nothing but follow. Once they arrive at a central gathering place,

Sam listens to their talk and learns much. The Orcs had been warned by the Nazgûl to watch for spies.

Warned, they spotted Gollum, who they identified as Shelob's sneak. Evidently she leaves him alone

because he himself is not worth eating and, in exchange for his life, he brings her food. One of the

smarter Orcs is afraid of who else might be out there. After all someone had to cut Frodo's cords and

someone had to stab Shelob. That thought frightens the others, as no one has ever before stood up to

Shelob. They decide it must be a great Elf Warrior armed with both sword and axe. 

And then Sam hears something that shakes him: the hobbit they found must be taken to the

tower as a prisoner. He's not dead, only paralyzed by Shelob's sting! Sam immediately berates himself

for not trusting his heart, which told him to stay with Frodo no matter what. "Don't trust your head,

Samwise, it is not the best part of you" (II,349). 

And we know this is true: Sam is a feeler, not a thinker. He acts instinctively, for better

or worse.

Frodo is carried away to the watch tower at Cirith Ungol, the tower that is used as much to

prevent escape from within Sauron's domain as to discourage attacks from without. Sam is determined

to somehow save Frodo, but he knows it won't be easy to slip into the very lair of their enemies and
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bring out Frodo. But somehow he does just that. He knows that he must not use the Ring this close to

Sauron, so he keeps it around his neck as he slips into the tower. He slowly makes his way up toward

the top, where he suspects Frodo must be held. 

As he goes, he passes hundreds of dead Orcs. When Frodo was stripped of his clothing and

possessions, the Orcs discovered the  mithril coat of mail given him by Bilbo. Of almost unimaginable

worth, it is enough to split the uneasy alliance of the leaders of two factions of Orcs, both of whom

covet the mithril vest. Orcs need little excuse to fight and their greed clears the way for Sam to make his

way safely to Frodo. Several times individual Orcs spot him, but their fear of the supposed Elf warrior

who could beat off Shelob leads them to see Sam as much more than he is, and to run away. Finally

Sam comes to the very top of the tower and there is no Frodo. He fears that Frodo is already dead or

carried away.

Then comes a key moment that so defines Sam. Sitting there, not knowing what to do, he

begins to sing. And the song that comes out is composed on the spot, filled with both darkness and

hope. It's a song that one would expect from a poet, not a simple gardener. But Sam has come a long

way; he's hardly a simply gardener any more. Frodo, nearly unconscious, hears the song and tries to

sing back. This upsets the Orc who has been left to guard him. He brings a ladder over, releases a trap-

door, and goes up to beat Frodo with a whip. Sam is instantly up the ladder to defend Frodo. A slash

of Sting and the Orc's whip-hand sails across the room. The Orc falls down the trap-door to his death.

Frodo and Sam are reunited. All because of a song.

Again we see how far Sam has come. Poetry was for Elves or perhaps Mr. Bilbo, not for

such as Sam. But he has come so far that now he is a poet as well as everything else. And
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his song saves Frodo.

Now, in between leaving Frodo behind as dead, then rescuing him, Sam has had his own crisis

of faith with the Ring. Like all who wear it, even briefly, he has visions of himself as a mighty warrior,

then almost as a gardener-god, with his own garden of Eden. But two things keep this from being much

of a conflict for Sam: his love of Frodo, and his common-sense. He knows that the Ring is too great a

thing for him to bear, and that these grandiose visions are only illusions. But remember that very few

have been wise enough to know their limitations: Gandalf, Aragorn, Galadriel, Faramir . . . and Sam!

He's in fine company. His words of praise for Faramir would apply equally to himself:  "[You] showed

your quality, the very highest" (II,289).

COMPLETION OF THE QUEST AND LIFE AFTERWARDS

Reunited with Frodo, Sam restores the Ring to its proper bearer, and the two begin the last leg of their

long journey. Remember that Sam gives the Ring back willingly to Frodo. No one except Sam ever

wears the Ring and willingly gives it over to another. Now inside Mordor itself, they move toward

Orodruin - Mount Doom - the volcano in which the Ring was forged, and where they hope to destroy

it. And this is more properly Frodo's story. But before we finish with Sam, we need to add a few details

of what follows that speak to Sam's character.

Once back on their journey, Sam returns to his role as protector and provider for Frodo. There

is little food left, just scraps of lembas, and less water. From here on, Sam gives Frodo nearly all the

food and water, starving himself. Only Frodo is important to Sam now; his own welfare is immaterial.

We see the limits of this in one of the most touching scenes in literature. So bowed down by the weight

of the Ring that he is no longer able to even crawl, Frodo collapses at the foot of Mount Doom. Sam
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would readily bear the weight of the Ring if Frodo would let him, but he knows that he won't - the Ring

is Frodo's burden to carry. 

Each of us in some way comes to a point in our lives, where we realize that no one else

can bear our burden, no matter how much they love us. This is the loneliest place on our

journey, but also in some way the beginning of the last stage of the journey.2

But there is one more solution: if Sam can't carry the Ring for Frodo, he can carry Frodo! And so he

does, lifting Frodo onto his back. Though the Ring is almost unimaginably heavy for its bearer, Sam

finds the wasted away Frodo as light as a child. And so they continue up the slope of Mount Doom,

where Frodo and Gollum combine to complete the Quest.

This marks the point where we know that only we can carry our burden, yet we no longer

have the strength to do it alone. At that point, we find that if we are willing to give up

our last vestiges of pride, there are loved ones who can carry us, even as we carry our

burden. Even when there is no actual person around us to serve that function, we will

find within us a force, humble and probably taken for granted, that can support us during

these most difficult of all times.3

But there is life after the Quest, and no one's life is happier than Sam's. When the company left

Lothlórien, Galadriel gave Sam a small, plain wooden box that contained earth from her personal

orchard, earth that she had blessed. She told Sam that if he did manage to get home safely, he should

sprinkle this earth on his garden. When Frodo's quest is completed and the Hobbits return to the Shire,

they find it devastated, much like the picture Sam saw in the Mirror of Galadriel. As we discussed in the

Path of Curiosity, Saruman, in his identity as Sharkey, has laid waste to the natural beauty of the Shire.
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But Sam is a gardener and gardeners plant. In the areas hit worst by Sharkey's destruction, Sam plants

new young trees, placing a single grain of Galadriel's earth with each sapling. After completing his

planting, he takes the little of Galadriel's precious earth which remains, goes to the Three-Farthing

Stone, near the center of the Shire, and throws the dust into the air. 

The next Spring is the most glorious in the history of the Shire. The weather is perfect, but even

that isn't enough to explain how wonderfully fecund the growth. Not only do the new plants and trees

and fruits and flowers flourish, even the children born that year are especially lovely and healthy. Many

have Galadriel's golden hair. And the pipe-weed that the Hobbits love so well, and the ale brewed from

the Barley, are both such as Hobbits remember with fondness for generations to come.

A year to the day after Aragorn's crowning as King Elessar, Sam marries his sweetheart: Rose

Cotton. They live a long wonderful life together and have thirteen much loved children. When Frodo

leaves Middle-Earth and sails over the Sea, he leaves Bag End to Sam. Once merely a servant, Sam is

now master of the Shire's finest home. He goes on to become mayor of the Shire and serves seven

terms of seven years each. When, in Sam's 102nd year, his beloved Rosie dies, he leaves Bag End and,

according to legend, becomes the last of the Ring-bearers to pass over the Sea to the Blessed Realm.
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