In no particular order, the following is a list of my favorite, top ten educational websites (for students, parents and teachers!):

Smithsonian Education:

http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/index.html
This site is very user friendly. On the Smithsonian’s education website, you will find three main links for ‘Educators’, ‘Teachers’, and ‘Students’. These links take you into different parts of the website that link what can be found in the Smithsonian Institute to the realm of learning. For educators, one can look for resources by grade or subject. One can even find the state standard for learning, by selecting a state, grade and subject matter. My favorite part of the ‘for educators’ section is that of the lesson plans. It gives you links to many different ideas for lessons plans on a vast array of subjects. When you click the tab under families, you can find things like what to do before, during and after a visit to the institute, and ways to get your child excited about going. You can print out activity sheets the have children matching the fruit to the tree it came from or matching early models of household goods to what the good looks like now. There are also IdeaLabs, where you can have your child go through what it was like to walk on the moon, meet the astronauts of Apollo 11 and do writing exercises. As for the students’ section, there is a link that takes you to Smithsonian Kids that explores different words and how they relate to items at the Smithsonian. Example: ‘fast”- Richard Petty No. 43 Stock Car, ‘patriotic’- Star Spangled Banner. 

Family Education:

http://www.familyeducation.com/home/
This website has tons of information that encompasses the ‘whole’ of a child in school. It not only takes you through your child from ages 0-18 in school, but also everything else that you could think of that goes along with it. It has links on have to handle health and nutrition for kids 0-6 years all the way to kids 12-18 years dealing with money. The site has six main links on the top: moms, child 0-6, child 7-11, child 12-18, community and food. I will briefly go through each tab below:

Moms: This tab takes you through different things like what you should know on pregnancy to getting expert advice. It also has a link called ‘coffee break’ which takes you to a page where you can do crossword puzzles, games and look at comics.

Child 0-6: Four links are under this tab; baby, preschool, kindergarten and special needs. Depending on what you click on, you can find activities for your child, early education, health and nutrition and expert advice. 

Child 7-11: Again, four tabs are found here; school, life, entertainment and special needs. You’ll find typical issues like classroom topics, but you will also get to go through issues on responsibility and values, sportsmanship and social and emotional issues. I like how this site brings up these topics, because you don’t find it on most sites. You can also print out activities and play games online. 

Child 12-18: The same four links as above are on this tab, school, life, entertainment and special needs. However, the topics changes because the age is now a bit more mature. Thins like college, drugs and alcohol and money issues are addressed here. It also covers health and safety for your kids. 

Community and Food: On these two different tabs you will find blogs, message boards, advice and recipes for the family. You can find healthy snack ideas, or ask an expert for some advice.

National Education Association:

http://www.nea.org/index.html
This website gets to more of the nitty gritty of the logistics of education. Being the National Education Association, it connects you to more of the serious side of public school. Which tabs for members and educations, parents and community, issues in education, legislations, press, and special events, this site is more for the educator or parents. You can connect to current issues within education, on things like NCLB and IDEA. This site is more for the person who wants to know more about the ‘behind the scenes’ of education. You can become a member of the NEA, go to the bookstore and see different state affiliates. 

Quiz Hub:

http://quizhub.com/quiz/quizhub.cfm
This site calls itself the “fun K-12 Online Interactive Learning Center” and I agree with it. The top half takes you directly to quizzes for topics like spelling, states and capitals, and history. It also lists its own favorite education websites. Some of which are very useful, while others are not. I like this website because it is very simple and easy to use. Direct and to the point, you don’t waste time getting lost on it.  

Fun School:

http://funschool.kaboose.com/
This site mainly is geared for children, with its bright colors and fun animations. There is a tab for parents and teachers, but that is not the main focus of it. Even though this site looks like a game site, there are ‘education games’ include as well. Words games, Attraction Fraction and Math Cannon gets kids to have fun playing a game, while using knowledge and learning. There is also a tab for preschoolers, and games geared towards them. This website is definitely geared for younger kids, probably ages 6-12. 

PBS Kids/Teachers/Parents:

http://pbskids.org/

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/
I bulked these three sites as one, because they are all linked to each other, and all work with one another. All go through each three separately though.

PBS Kids: This site is mainly a fun site for young kids. A place where they can get fun (and safe) games that don’t introduce violence like a lot of video games do. They are all very interactive and very fun. You will find a word or letter game here and there.

PBS Teachers: This site gives free preK-12 resources for educators. Tabs for different programs are listed on top, along with standard based resources for different school topics. You can also become a PBS Teacher, which gives you:

“Access to select PBS resources
A personalized page with resources aligned to your subject & grade

A customized local station program schedule

A 10% discount coupon for PBS Shop for Teachers”


You can find blogs here and links to current events.

PBS Parents: Here you can find games, activities and parenting advice for your kids. They even have a Spanish link for those who speak it. Links on how to encourage creativity in your kids, literacy and Q & A’s an also be found here. I found the tab “raising boys” very interesting. It keyed in on the specific problems boys have in growing up today, whether it be active or aggressive boys, or emotionally strong boys. 

Primary Games:

http://www.primarygames.com/
Primary Games was created by a Technology Support Specialist at a high school in Virginia. She originally created for her students, but then it became so popular, she kept it running and updated. This site has information on all main subjects in school: language arts, social studies, math and science. The games found on this site all relate back to these four subjects. The puzzles on this site are mostly brain teasers. Under Postcards, you can send personalized cards to other friends online. And with most of these sites, you’ll find links to other education sites. There is also a tab that shows all of the awards this site has won. ‘Print Zone’ allows you to print out activity sheets, bookmarks, creating cards, and other kid stuff. 

ABC Teach:

http://www.primarygames.com/
This site contains a lot of information. Theme units, Subjects, Research/Reports, and Flashcards are just some of the topics covered here. You can do group or individual activities like brainstorming action verb or listing adjectives about a picture of a noun (see below)
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This site brings basic learning to kids in a fun way. It can be used in the class or at home. You can find and print out flashcards for letters, colors, emotions and such. ABC Teach also touched on Handwriting, which I haven’t seen on any other sites. There is also a place where you can create your on worksheets on subjects like math, ABC’s, words, and shapes. This site does have a lot of information to sort through, and it can be overwhelming, but all in all, it is very useful. 

Best Ed. Sites:

http://www.bestedsites.com/
With links to many different references, this site includes the basic school subjects (math, science, social studies, language arts) but also links to museum sites, astronomy and space, new sites for kids, and of course games and activities. I haven’t seen much information on astronomy and space, so this one was interesting. Some sites under this link may seem a little boring and too information for children, but they are all very informative. Both kids and teachers could find this website very useful. I also really likes the reference link site because it takes you to links for dictionaries, thesauruses, world books, etc. The site might seem a bit simple, but I know there is a lot of good and useful information. 

Awesome Library:

http://www.awesomelibrary.org/
This site not only contains links for students, parents and teachers, but librarians and college students as well. It covers all subjects in school from math to geology.  You’ll also find ‘hot topics’ below that cover things like obesity, terrorism, the election, and other current topics important to us. Nurses and Principles can also find useful information here. Each link as a list of at least ten other links attached to it, so you can find a large collection of helpful information. I really like this site because it is clean and simply and very easy to navigate through. 

