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Foreword

By Major General R.E.J. Gerrard-Wright C.B., C.B.E., D.L.

This volume by Mr. Edward Dunstan describes in detail the part
played by The 2nd Battalion of The Lincolnshire Regiment in the
attack on the village of Herouville, Normandy, between the 7th and
the 10th of July 1944. It is a valuable addition to our knowledge
about this little-known but important action.

The capture of Caen following the D Day landings had not gone
according to plan. It was critical to the continued success of
Operation Overlord, and the 3rd Infantry Division was given that
mission. The role given to the Battalion was to protect the
divisional left flank, which task it accomplished at a high cost, but
with great distinction.

Mr. Dunstan, a surgeon by profession, deserves high praise as an
author. His dedication to this project is evident on every page. He
has spent many hundreds of hours researching the records,
interviewing those who were there, and travelling as many miles
visiting every inch of the land over which the battle was fought.
The personal accounts of those who took part serve to bring the
whole story to life.

The Appendices complement the text, listing those who gave their
lives and those rewarded for gallantry, adding some interesting
pictorial dimensions, giving a German perspective, and providing a
useful guide for visitors on how best to follow the battle on the
ground.

This is altogether a well researched, moving, and readable volume,
telling the story of a relatively minor action, which had effects far
beyond those that might at first have been imagined.

What shines through it all is the courage, bravery, and enduring
good humour of the Lincolnshire Soldier, to whom this book
should be seen as a tribute.
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