[image: image6.jpg]Many of these passed through CAR's test
programme (see sidebar for details). The
cars were not perfect — no car is - but the
number still found on our roads in good
condition and going strong bears testi-
mony to the Kadett's basic character, and
the pride of ownership it engenders.

To the casual eye, the T-car looks bigger
than the model it replaced but, in fact, it is
the same length and sits on an identical
wheelbase. But the body’s propor-
tions relative to the chassis were
changed and the width
increased slightly, making the
T-car a lot more spacious, espe-
tially for the driver. More than
1200 hours were spent developing
the shape in various wind tunnels, and
the Kadett's drag factor of 0,30 for the
three-door (0,32 for the five-door) is quite
remarkable for a car of its size. The excel-
lent aerodynamics partly explain the car’s
generally quick, quiet and economical
truising gait.

In keeping with South Africa’s unusual
{inworld terms) marketing trait of perceiv-
ing saloons to be more upmarket than
hatchbacks, the Monza came on the scene
offering class-leading boot space and a
generally higher spec level than the Kadett.
forinstance, neither a 1,3 nor 1,4-litre
Monza was produced, but there were

Uniquely badged Monza in South Africa,
the four-door saloon version of the Kadett
Meonsldemtybmodenodﬂnupped

. The hatchbacks were mainly
dlmd gulso,llkelheeniry
level Cub (left), with the three-door versions
bllng;esawsdlorﬂnmspoﬂvmodels
ke the 2,0-lifre 16V GSi (right).
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considerably more 2,0-litre models offered,
and only the four-door was made available

with an automatic transmission. The deci-
sion to introduce the extra model line was

rewarded in 1991 when the Monza 160 GSi

was named Car of the Year by the SA
Guild of Motoring Journalists.
The proliferation of engines used to

A popular family car
range offering a wide choice
of models to suit all manner of
tastes, from the frugal to the

power-hungry

power the T-cars is just as perplexing as
the variety of models. Opel’s Family 1 and
2 range of motors have also been around
for a long time, having been steadily re-
fined to keep pace with new designs from

rival manufacturers. They have a reputation
for robustness, a high power to capacity
ratio, and good economy. Some are
variously carb fed, others by progressive
levels of fuel injection and, for the T-car,
most are s-o-h-c eight-valvers.
A major assault on the local saloon
car racing scene realised numerous
championship victories, spearheaded
by the legendary 8-valve Boss and
16-valve Superboss 2,0-litre
Kadetts. And the Kadett Cub
was THE car in Group N entry
level racing, which spawned
the careers of many aspirant
racers. It was not all power
performance, either; numerous
Total Economy Run class wins (including
outright victory in 1991) emphasised the
efficiency of the engines, and there was a
successful attempt at some of SA’s sprint
and endurance records. A Monza 1,8 GLX
was driven by a single person over
500 000 km in one year, setting a world
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ADETT is a motoring name that has

been around for a long time, espe-

cially in Europe. Opel's family car
has been - and continues to be - a main-
stay of its product range. Having been
discontinued after the war, the name was
revived in 1962, the new model appearing
on South African roads a year later and
continuing in local production until 1973.
Then there was a lull as General Motors
South African concentrated on selling
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bigger models (often Opels badged as
Chevrolets), before reintroducing the
name in 1980 with a boxy and angular
front-drive model available only in a five-
door hatchback bodystyle. It lasted for five
years before a new, more rounded Kadett
arrived on the local scene, the first to be
universally known as Opel's T-car. Three
and five-door hatches were available, and
a year later (just prior to GMSA pulling
out of SA and handing control of the local

operation to the Delta Motor Corporation),
a booted four-door version appeared,
tagged locally as Monza.

The new range quickly established
itself, and did much to secure the buying
public’s faith in Opel during a time when
politically influenced management control
of the local company was going througha
difficult period. A bewildering number of
derivatives and engines came and went
during the model’s nine-year lifespan.
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Challenging - and beating - the BMW 3-Series on the race

- 100km/h secs)  type* T-car interior is light and airy. Quite a number of frim and spec

Kadett 1,3 Cub (20 000 km)..
Kadett 2,0 GSi 16V.
Kadett 140 Cub 4-sp
Kadett 200 GSi 16V S
Kadett 160 GSE
Kadett 160 Cub
Kadett 200 CD 16V
Kadett 140 GSE..
Kadett 200 GSi 16V .

Monza 1,8 GLX
Monza 1,6 GLS.
Monza 1,8 GLX 3-spd auto
Monza service guide
Monza 1,8 cabriolet
Monza 1,8 GLi ..
Monza 1,6 GLS

Monza 200 Cli (20 000 km).
Monza 200 CLE
Monza 200CD 1
Monza 200 CLX

(NB: all models have a five-speed gearbox unless otherwise indicated. *Refer to

engine specifications sidebar for details.)

record and underlining the model’s
reliability.

However, away from such meritorious
feats, the reality of more than ten years of
public use has shown up a few problem
areas. Plug leads appear to need replac-
ing more often than is common, which is
something that should not be looked over
if the engine’s performance and economy
are to be maintained. Engine electronics
are not a strong point, the wiring loom on

7,03 932 10 levels were offered during the model’s life span.
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the Monza 2,0-litre models being particu-
larly troublesome. ECUs (Electronic
Control Units) are prone to corrosion,
and the fuel regulator chip on the injected
maodels needs looking after. Keeping the
units clean and lightly coating with sili-
cone spray will improve their durability.
Camshaft wear can be a problem (but
less so on the 1,6, we gather), and routine
replacement of the cam belt is advised.
However, if the belt should snap, the

combustion chamber design is such that
the piston will not hit the valves.

These Opels are known to offer a
supple ride thanks to tried and trusted
MacPherson struts up front, and a
compound crank axle at the rear. How-
ever, suspension noise from this simple
layout is common but is not cause for
alarm unless, of course, it is excessive. In
addition, Kadetts and Monzas benefit
considerably (possibly more so than with
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[image: image5.jpg]rival models) from wheel rotation every
10 000 km to improve tyre life.

Bodywise, the T-car’s weak point is
rust around the front and rear screen
frames. It appears that, over time, flex-
ing causes the paint to crack, allowing
water to creep under the seals. Rust can
also form behind the door exterior trim,
and the charcoal-coloured bumpers and
trim can bleach out from the sun if not
protected, necessitating repainting to
restore the colour. The design of the
front end makes the panels — particularly
the leading edge of the bonnet - prone
to stone chipping.

Using a Kadett 1,8 GSi as a case study,
we checked on some parts prices from a
local agent and an independent supplier,
and were given the following:

agent independent

headlight ........... R417,18 R205,20
.R1054,81 R643,50

R300,31 R331,00

.R1093,89 R700,00

.R357,48 R165,30

From an autoglass supplier we were

quoted R620 for a windscreen and R980 for

arear screen. Inside, T-cars are notorious
for rattles and squeaks from the facia. At

the time of introduction, the modular
assembly of the facia — installed into the
car as a complete unit— was lauded, but
turned out to be a source of irritation to
many owners. Sources of the noise can
be fixed with the help of determination
and some patience...

In recent history, the Kadett/Monza did
as much for the survival of Opel in South
Africa as any other single factor. The suc-
cess of the subsequent - and still current -
Kadett/Astra models is based on the wide-
ranging appeal of the
T-car.

From a cheap-to-run
Mom's Taxito a
Beemer-beating hatch-
back, there is a Kadett
or Monza to fit the bill.
There are plenty to
choose from on the
used car market, so
taking time to find the
best example is not
such a chore. As sporty
yet economical practical
transport that offers
value for money, the T-
car range is well worth
studying. ®
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We counted 14 pukka factory Family 1 and
2 engines found their way info the T-car.
(The Irmscher version was actually a tuner
modification.) From a frugal 55 kW carbed
1,3 to the infamous 2,0Hifre 125 kW d-ohc
16V Superboss, there is an Opel motor fo
suit most tastes. Height adjustable front
seat belt upper mountfings are among the
T-car’s safety features. Both the hatch and
saloon are versatile e carmiers. We
measured the Kadefi’s boot/utility space
as 296/1 144 dm®, and the Monza 448/1 000,

power torque fuel supply
kWatr/min  N.matr/min

55 at 5 800 101at4200 Pierburg carb
55 at 5 600 108at3000 Pierburg carb
60 at 5 400 130at2600 Pierburg carb
64 at 5 400 130at2600 Varajetcarb
66 at 5 800 126at3800 Varajetcarb
74 at 6000 135at3200 Bosch injection
67 at 5 600 141at3100 Solex carb

68 at 5 600 143at3000 Pierburg carb
82 at 5 600 158at3000 Bosch injection
85 at 5800 151at4800 Bosch injection
75 at 5 600 160at2800 Pierburg carb
95 at 5 600 180at4600 Bosch injection
115at6000 203at4200 Bosch injection
125at6200 228at4800 Bosch injection
110at6000 191at5000 Bosch injection

CAR August 19%





[image: image1.jpg]AUGUST 1998
RSA: R8,95

natch'jobr

_scoop TEST

Polu

R250 000

ROAD TESTS :MITSUBISHI PAJERO 2,8 TDi ® NISSAN MAXIMA aX 2,0
SAAB 9-5 SE TURBO ® VW POLO PLAYA 1,4i




