AT A MEMORIAL SERVICE

The Collect.
M

OST merciful Father, who hast been pleased to take unto thyself our brethren departed:  Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that having served thee faithfully in this world, we may, with all faithful Christian souls, be joined hereafter to the company of thy blessed Saints in glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end.  Amen.

The Lesson.  Wisdom 3. 1.

T

HE souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no torment touch them.  In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die; and their departure is taken for misery, and their going from us to be utter destruction; but they are in peace.  For though they be punished in the sight of men, yet is their hope full of immortality.  And having been a little chastened, they shall be greatly rewarded; for God proved them and found them worthy for himself.  As gold in the furnace hath he tried them, and received them as a burnt-offering.  And in the time of their visitation they shall shine, and run to and fro like sparks among the stubble; they shall judge the nations and have dominion over the people, and their Lord shall reign for ever and ever.

The Gospel.  St John 10. 22.

I

T was at Jerusalem, at the feast of the dedication, and it was winter; and Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch.  Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt?  If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.  Jesus answered them, I told you and ye believed not; the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me.  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  and I give them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  My Father who gave them to me is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.  I and my Father are one.
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� Commemoration of the Faithful Departed, The Book of Common Prayer 301 & 329 (Anglican Church of Canada 1962).
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