
SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
Rogation Tuesday1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the tenth Verse of 
the eleventh Chapter of the Fifth Book of Moses, called Deute-
ronomy.3

“For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, is not 
as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where thou so-
wedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of 
herbs:  But the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of 
hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven:  A 
land which the LORD thy God careth for:  the eyes of the LORD

thy God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year even 
unto the end of the year.

“And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken diligently 
unto my commandments which I command you this day, to love 
the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and 
with all your soul, That I will give you the rain of your land in 
his due season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest 
gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil.  And I will send 
grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest eat and be full.  
Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye 
turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them; And then 
the LORD’s wrath be kindled against you, and he shut up the 
heaven, that there be no rain, and that the land yield not her 
fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off the good land which 
the LORD giveth you.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the twenty-fourth 
Verse of the sixth Chapter of the Gospel according to St. Mat-
thew.4
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“No man can serve two masters:  for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  There-
fore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall 
put on.  Is not the life more than meat, and the body than rai-
ment?  Behold the fowls of the air:  for they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father fee-
deth them.  Are ye not much better than they?  Which of you by 
taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?  And why 
take ye thought for raiment?  Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:  And yet I 
say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not ar-
rayed like one of these.  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass 
of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the 
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?  
Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What 
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  (For after 
all these things do the Gentiles seek:)  for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things.  But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.  Take therefore no thought for the mor-
row:  for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.  
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “But seek ye first his king-
dom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.”5  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Homily:

The command of Jesus I just quoted from today’s 
Second Lesson is likely the most difficult one for us, as Chris-
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1 This sermon was originally written on the Gospel for Holy Communion on 
the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, 2012.
2 Psalms and Lessons for the Christian Year (1943), THE BOOK OF COMMON 

PRAYER xxiv (PECUSA 1928, rev. 1943).
3 Deuteronomy 11:10-17 (KJV).
4 St. Matthew 6:24-34 (KJV).
5 St. Matthew 6:33 (KJV).
6 Philippians 4:12 (KJV).
7 St. Matthew 7:7-8 (KJV).
8 Rector, St. Thomas of Canterbury Anglican Catholic Church, Roanoke, 
Virginia.
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tians, to obey. It is difficult for us to allow the Holy Ghost to 
bring us into obedience with this command and the instructions 
He gives in this entire Lesson from the Sermon on the Mount. 

Our birth nature just isn’t inclined this way. By nature 
we are self-centered. Added to our nature is the attitude of so-
ciety which says we must put our own temporal needs first.  Je-
sus reverses this order. He commands us to seek Him, seek His 
kingdom and His righteousness first, and then tend to our tem-
poral needs. 

Jesus is not saying that we should not take any thought 
to anything else but His kingdom and His righteousness. Such a 
person would be a fool! What He is saying is we need to order 
things properly. 

We need to seek Him, His kingdom and His righteous-
ness first, foremost, before, above and beyond any other thing, 
and then give thought to other things, the temporal things we 
need for life in this world. Oswald Chambers states this much 
better than I do. He wrote: “Jesus taught that a disciple has to 
make his relationship to God the dominating concentration of 
his life, and to be carefully careless about everything else in 
comparison to that.”

The keys to obeying our Lord’s teaching here are, first, 
to make our relationship to God the dominating concentration, 
the main concern, of our lives, and then, second, to be carefully 
careless, aware but not anxious, about everything else. If we 
gain and keep that order in our lives we will be obedient to our 
Lord’s command, which will lead us to a life of holiness and 
peace. Of course this command is counter-cultural, revolutio-
nary even!

Jesus commands us to “take no thought”. In other 
words, have no anxiety about, don’t be troubled by, put forth no 
time or effort to care about our legitimate needs for food, drink 
and clothes. We are to “Take no thought” for any of them, until 
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we are secured in the kingdom and righteousness of God. 
When we keep this order, those secondary needs will be added 
unto us. God will provide. When we learn to obey this com-
mand, and it is possible and expected that we learn and obey it, 
a whole new way of life is opened to us. 

Chambers called it being “carefully careless” about eve-
rything else. When we are fixated on the kingdom and righ-
teousness of God first, the Holy Ghost teaches us that we do not 
need to worry about anything else. Our needs for personal 
property and possessions (food, drink, clothes) become matters 
of indifference. We learn to hold loosely to all those things. 
And as we hold loosely to them, we come to trust God will add 
them unto us as He sees we have the need. 

We will come to know in our spirits what St. Paul writes 
to the Philippians:6 “I know how to be abased (have nothing), 
and I know how to abound (have all I need): every where and 
in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer need.”

Such knowledge will bring us great peace. It will bring 
us peace because we will be living according to the rule of Chr-
ist’s kingdom and in His righteousness, the two things that 
should be the dominating concentrations of our lives! Living in 
Christ, by Christ, and for Christ and His kingdom will become 
our life’s “obsession.” Not in some obnoxious way! Quietly, 
but really. Beginning in our souls and working its way into our 
desires, actions and words, the kingdom of God and His righ-
teousness will be the first thing we seek and live for. 

As we do, our spirits and minds will be freed to “take no 
thought” for those secondary things. When we have them, 
great. When we don’t, okay, we don’t. God knows, and so we 
will wait for Him to provide. Easier said than done? Not really.
Not if we live by grace through faith unto good works, seeking 
the kingdom and righteousness of our Lord Jesus. 
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As we use the grace the Holy Ghost provides us today, 
right now, at this very moment, we will be enabled to do the 
very thing Jesus commands us to do in this Gospel lesson. No 
special preparation is needed. As the Nike ad. says, “Just do it.”
We need only to take hold of the grace we have right now from 
our Baptism, our Confirmation, our regular reception of the Ho-
ly Eucharist, our time spent in prayer, and put it to use. Now. 

Later in our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount He says, “Ask, 
seek, and knock.”7 When we do we will “… receive and find,”
and what is now closed to us will be “opened”. That verse is 
often limited to teaching people to ask, seek and knock for ma-
terial things; the very things for which Jesus tells us to “take no 
thought”! That is a misapplication! 

What we need to be asking, seeking and knocking for is 
to use the grace we have at our disposal right now, this moment,
to use it to make the kingdom and righteousness of God the 
dominating concentration of our lives. It most definitely can be 
done. God’s grace is sufficient. 

Jesus never asks or commands us to do anything that He 
does not make us capable of doing. Therefore, while making 
our dominating concentrations the kingdom and righteousness 
of God may seem difficult, or even “impossible,” it is not. The 
grace we need to set and keep the order of our lives obedient to 
Jesus is already ours. All we need to do is put it to use. 

May we do so, to the glory of His Name, the building of 
His kingdom, and the advancement of His righteousness in our 
lives and in His Church.  Amen.

—oo0oo—
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