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commandments to love the Lord thy God; now we look at the
commandments that tell you, and me, how to ‘love thy neighbor
as thyself.’

“Where, in all of that emphasis from Advent through
Pentecost, do we concentrate on the commandments that tell us
how to love God? It seems that the opposite is true. What we
have seen is the proof that God loves us. Exactly so. This is
what St. John tells us in the Epistle reading we have heard to-
day: ‘We love him, because he first loved us.’”

“And this commandment have we from him, That he
who loveth God love his brother also.”17
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SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
Christmas Day1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the tenth Verse of
the seventh Chapter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.3

“Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying,
Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth,
or in the height above.  But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither
will I tempt the LORD.  And he said, Hear ye now, O house of
David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye
weary my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you
a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the fourth Chapter
of the First Epistle General of St. John.4

“… Beloved, let us love one another:  for love is of
God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God.  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.  In
this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through him.  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one
another.  No man hath seen God at any time.  If we love one
another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.
Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he
hath given us of his Spirit.  And we have seen and do testify
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.
Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God.  And we have known and be-
lieved the love that God hath to us.  God is love; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.  Herein is
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our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of
judgment:  because as he is, so are we in this world.  There is no
fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear:  because fear hath
torment.  He that feareth is not made perfect in love.  We love
him, because he first loved us.  If a man say, I love God, and
hateth his brother, he is a liar:  for he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not
seen?  And this commandment have we from him, That he who
loveth God love his brother also.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Homily:

The subject of faith and good works has been very im-
portant throughout the history of the Church.  It was especially
important during the Sixteenth Century Reformation, no less in
England than anywhere else. Nonetheless, most people tend to
think of Martin Luther when the subject comes up, and his al-
leged dislike of the Epistle of James.

In fact, Luther did not call the Epistle of James an “epis-
tle of straw” exactly. Rather he wrote:

“St. John’s Gospel and his first Epistle, St. Paul’s Epis-
tles, especially those to the Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and
St. Peter’s Epistle-these are the books which show to thee
Christ, and teach everything that is necessary and blessed for
thee to know, even if you were never to see or hear any other
book of doctrine. Therefore, St. James’ Epistle is a perfect
straw-epistle compared with them, for it has in it nothing of an
evangelic kind.”5

That is, he thought it was of less importance, not that
anyone should fail to read all of Scripture.  Nonetheless, people
still contend that between St. Paul and St. James a great gulf is
set in place, a barrier of disagreement too wide to traverse. So,
we need to read carefully the passages in question, always re-
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cause we can love God, we have that power to love our brother
also.

The love that springs from a life of true faith, is due of
course to the Holy Spirit:  “The love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”15  This
love makes good works inevitable and spontaneous. A true be-
liever simply cannot ignore the needs he encounters among
people. Works of the Law count for nothing in terms of justifi-
cation; works of faith, however, are a pleasing fruit of that faith,
because that faith works by the love of God shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost.

The rich man who ignored the suffering of Lazarus, is
lost, finally, because he did not hear the word of God: “If they
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead.”  Had he heard the word of God
and believed, could he have left Lazarus out there at his gate?
Would not faith have worked by love? If the goats at the King’s
left hand16 had the faith of those sheep at His right hand, could
they have failed to do for “one of the least of these” His breth-
ren?

These are among the issues that we will consider, Sun-
day by Sunday, throughout the second half of the Church year,
which begins with Trinity Sunday. For the first half of that
year, we will consider primarily the events of Our Lord’s life
here on earth, as we assuredly do today.  But that coming Trin-
ity season is very important for reasons I have said before:

“The Summary of the Law with the Two Great Com-
mandments summarizes the Ten Commandments; we have two
commandments and two tables.  For, in the Ten Command-
ments we have the first Table, with four commandments about
loving God. Then we have the second table, with six com-
mandments about loving your neighbor.

“In the middle of the Church Year we turn to the second
table on this day. Up until now we have concentrated on the
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men were saying, in full agreement, it from Paul’s Epistle to the
Church in Ephesus:

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man
should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.”12

Paul, again, to the Galatians:  “For in Jesus Christ nei-
ther circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but
faith which worketh by love.”13  And, to the Corinthians, “And
now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of
these is charity.”14  “Faith without works is dead, being alone….
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also,” James tells us. This works well with Paul’s
doctrine, that faith is accompanied by love. James says that we
show faith by our works, and Paul tells us that faith “works by
love.”

A true believer, one who has faith in Christ, cannot live
in that faith and not be changed by it. The fact that “we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them,” as Paul
wrote, simply has to find expression in our lives. Where faith
is, a person having been justified already, can be transformed by
the Holy Spirit in day to day life.

Love of neighbor

The second great commandment, “thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself,” comes with that piercing diagnosis. It is
the Law. It reveals to each heart its own shortcomings and fail-
ure. But God gives us more grace even still, to live as John
teaches us in today’s Epistle reading. We know that God loves
us. How do we know that God loves us? Because He gave His
Son to be the Propitiation for our sins. And, now we have been
given a power to love God because He first loved us. And, be-
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membering that the invisible hand that authored Scripture was
Almighty God, the Holy Spirit opening the eyes and minds of
the several writers with the revelation of God’s holy word.
Therefore, no genuine contradiction can exist in the doctrine of
those writers.

Works of the Law and works of faith

The most significant passages are the third chapter of
Paul’s Epistle to the Church in Rome, and the second chapter of
James’ General Epistle.  Let us begin with St. Paul:

“Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it
saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justi-
fied in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But
now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the right-
eousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and
upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Je-
sus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I
say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting
then? It is excluded.  By what law? of works?  Nay: but by the
law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by
faith without the deeds of the law.”6

In this passage St. Paul is talking about works of the
Law. Writing about our tenth Article of Religion, I said this,
which begins by quoting a part of the Article:
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“The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such,
that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural
strength and good works, to faith and calling upon God.

“Is this telling us not to prepare ourselves, or not to do
good works? Read that way it can provide an excuse for lazi-
ness and disobedience to the commandments of God.  On the
contrary, we would sin by not doing these things.  But even our
performance of them, were it the best we possibly could do,
could not make us righteous….

“It would all look completely hopeless if we did not
have the second sentence of this brief Article.

“Wherefore we have no power to do good works pleas-
ant and acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ
preventing us that we may have a good will, and working with
us when we have that good will.

“There we see that word, ‘grace.’ That is the whole dif-
ference. However good our good works may be, God’s stan-
dard of ‘good’ is too high for even our best efforts.  Righteous-
ness by His true and perfect standard exceeds our reach. We
cannot achieve it. That is not because His standard is unjust.  In
fact, it is because His standard is just, in fact perfectly just.  This
is why no one can understand the doctrine of grace unless and
until he understands Original Sin.”

It is, as Paul said, “by the law is the knowledge of sin.”
That is, in the work of the great Physician of souls, the Law is
diagnostic.  As Paul said to the Galatian Church, “Wherefore
the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith.”7

It all boils down to the fact that justification is a gift
given, not a reward earned. St. John tells us in today’s Second
Lesson: “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”8

It would be hopeless if not for the grace of God:  “But of him
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.”9
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So, when works of the Law are good and commendable
it is only by the grace of God in Christ.  On their own, works of
the Law come up short, failing to meet God’s perfect standard.
Works of the Law do not justify.  Such good works are not
weighed against sins to see which is heavier on the Day of
Judgment. They are commanded and must be done; but are not
counted or weighed against sins in some eternal ledger.  Only
the blood of Christ cancels out sin. The Law does not justify,
for that is not its purpose.

But it appears at first glance that James contradicts Paul:

“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he
hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?  If a brother
or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you
say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; not-
withstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to
the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast
faith, and I have works:  shew [SHOW] me thy faith without
thy works, and I will shew [SHOW] thee my faith by my
works.”10

After citing examples from the Old Testament, such as
Abraham and Rahab, James comes right out with the most di-
rect line of all that seems to contradict Paul: “Ye see then how
that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.”11

So, which is right?  Is it Paul, who says, “a man is justi-
fied by faith without the deeds of the law”? or James who says,
“by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.”  Both men
are right, both agree, for both were inspired to write their doc-
trine by the Holy Spirit who guided them in what to say. Paul
spoke of works of the Law, and James spoke of works of faith.
Paul explained that the Law cannot make anyone righteous, but
that only faith can justify; and James explained that faith is evi-
dent by works. If we find a passage that sums up what both


