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SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the fifth Chapter of
the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah.3

“Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and
see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye
can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that
seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it.  And though they say,
The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely.  O LORD, are not
thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have
not grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to
receive correction:  they have made their faces harder than a
rock; they have refused to return.  Therefore I said, Surely these
are poor; they are foolish:  for they know not the way of the
LORD, nor the judgment of their God.  I will get me unto the
great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the
way of the LORD, and the judgment of their God:  but these have
altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds.  Wherefore a
lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings
shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities:  every
one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces:  because their
transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased.

“How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have for-
saken me, and sworn by them that are no gods:  when I had fed
them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled
themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses.  They were as fed
horses in the morning:  every one neighed after his neighbour’s
wife.  Shall I not visit for these things? saith [SETH] the LORD:
and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

“Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a
full end:  take away her battlements; for they are not the
LORD’s.  For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have
dealt very treacherously against me, saith [SETH] the LORD.
They have belied the LORD, and said, It is not he; neither shall
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evil come upon us; neither shall we see sword nor famine:  And
the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in them:
thus shall it be done unto them.  Wherefore thus saith [SETH]
the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I
will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood,
and it shall devour them.  Lo, I will bring a nation upon you
from far, O house of Israel, saith [SETH] the LORD:  it is a
mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language
thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say.  Their
quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men.  And
they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy sons
and thy daughters should eat:  they shall eat up thy flocks and
thine herds:  they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees:  they
shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with
the sword.  Nevertheless in those days, saith [SETH] the LORD,
I will not make a full end with you.

“And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Where-
fore doeth the LORD our God all these things unto us? then shalt
thou answer them, Like as ye have forsaken me, and served
strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a land
that is not yours.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the eleventh
Chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke.4

“And it came to pass, that, as Jesus was praying in a cer-
tain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him,
Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.  And he
said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will
be done, as in heaven, so in earth.  Give us day by day our daily
bread.  And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one
that is indebted to us.  And lead us not into temptation; but de-
liver us from evil.  And he said unto them, Which of you shall
have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto
him, Friend, lend me three loaves; For a friend of mine in his
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word and keep it, and show forth thy word in our lives in all
things.  This we pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

—oo0oo—

The Rev’d Larry Wagoner, MSW13

March 2, 2013

1 This sermon was originally written on the Gospel for Holy Communion on
the Third Sunday in Lent, 2013.
2 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928),
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS
PROPOSED IN 1928 42 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of Lessons (The
Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxvii
(South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the Episcopal
Synod), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxvi (CIPBC 1963).
3 Jeremaiah 5:1-19 (KJV).
4 St. Luke 11:1-28 (KJV).
5 St. Luke 11:18-20 (KJV).
6 Ephesians 5:5 (KJV).
7 Ephesians 5:1 (KJV).
8 St. Luke 11:23 (KJV).
9 Ephesians 5:1-2 (KJV).
10 Ephesians 5:6-7 (KJV).
11 Ephesians 5:11-12 (KJV).
12 Ephesians 5:13 (KJV).
13 Supply Priest, Holy Angels Anglican Catholic Mission, Picayune, MS, and
Christ Anglican Catholic Pro-Cathedral Church, Metairie, LA.
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should forgive the murder of helpless babies because the killers
are simply exercising “free choice.”

We are told that we should not insist on our Christian
heritage because someone, somewhere, might get offended.
Being “politically correct” is supposed to trump our faith, ac-
cording to the spokesmen for the world. God says otherwise:
“Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it,” Jesus
proclaims.

As we hear that Word of God, and strive to keep it, we
must reject the evil of the world, not only by not participating in
it ourselves, but also by reproving the evil of the world. This is
often not a popular choice. But it is God’s choice: And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather re-
prove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things
which are done of them in secret.”11

Don’t participate in evil, nor give it room to operate
without opposition. Your very opposition makes a difference,
rest assured: “But all things that are reproved are made mani-
fest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light,”12

says St. Paul. Opposition to evil brings the evil to light, ex-
poses it and brings shame on those who participate in it.

Therefore, bring light to evil. Stay faithful to the Word
of God, walking in love and as followers of God. God is not
divided. Our Lord cast out devils, not because of the power of
the devil, but because He is God. We know, because He does
so, that He is with us, every day. We bear His Name. We are
His children. We know which team we are on.

Let us pray.

Eternal Father, as we are Thine, so lead us to live as Thy
children. Let us always adhere to Thy word and Thy will in all
things, and reprove the evil ways of the world. Let us hear Thy
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journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?
And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not:  the
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot
rise and give thee.  I say unto you, Though he will not rise and
give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importu-
nity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.  And I say
unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  For every one that as-
keth receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened.  If a son shall ask bread of any of
you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish,
will he for a fish give him a serpent?  Or if he shall ask an egg,
will he offer him a scorpion?  If ye then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your children:  how much more shall
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

“And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb.  And
it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake;
and the people wondered.  But some of them said, He casteth
out devils through Beelzebub [bee-ELL-zee-bub] the chief of
the devils.  And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from
heaven.  But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, Every
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a
house divided against a house falleth.  If Satan also be divided
against himself, how shall his kingdom stand? because ye say
that I cast out devils through Beelzebub [bee-ELL-zee-bub].
And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons
cast them out? therefore shall they be your judges.  But if I with
the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God
is come upon you.  When a strong man armed keepeth his pal-
ace, his goods are in peace:  But when a stronger than he shall
come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his
armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.  He that is
not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me
scattereth.  When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he
walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he
saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out.  And
when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished.  Then goeth
he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than him-
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self; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that
man is worse than the first.

“And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain
woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him,
Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou
hast sucked.  But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear
the word of God, and keep it.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “If Satan also be divided
against himself, how shall his kingdom stand? because ye say
that I cast out devils through Beelzebub [bee-ELL-zee-bub].
And if I by Beelzebub [bee-ELL-zee-bub] cast out devils, by
whom do your sons cast them out? therefore shall they be your
judges. But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt
the kingdom of God is come upon you.”5 In the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Homily:

What team do you choose to belong to? Whose colors
do you wear? When we were children, our teams were gener-
ally formed because of some silly bond, perhaps what
neighborhood we grew up in, or whether we had an odd- or
even-numbered birthday.

I can remember being on something called the “Kerry
Curley Purple Team” as a child—playing football, I think.
Even then I could never quite figure out what the significance of
being on that team was, and I was never particularly inspired by
my membership. There was no unifying thread of identification
that bonded me to that group. It did not feel like family, nor,
frankly, like anything of any real import. I just did not identify
with being purple, I suppose.
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Today’s Second Lesson and some other portions of the
New Testament speak of another kind of membership, one that
makes a real difference. Thus St. Paul urges the Ephesians to
conduct themselves as children of God, in accordance with His
will. In order to conduct themselves in a manner fit to be called
God’s own, they must cease fornication, uncleanness and cov-
etousness, Paul says. “For this ye know, that no whore-monger,
nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”6

Instead, they must be “followers of God, as dear chil-
dren, and walk in love.”7 This is, as Paul notes, a matter of
choice. We must choose to be God’s children. We must choose
to obey His call upon our lives and our conduct. We must don
the colors of God, or we will wear the colors of evil.

Paul is there echoing what our Lord says in the Second
Lesson for today: “He that is not with me is against me:  and
he that gathereth not with me scattereth.”8 We must be on
Christ’s team, or else we serve the devil.  There is no middle
ground. There can be none who choose to remain unaffiliated,
belonging to no team, but operating in some kind of theological
no mans land.

The stakes are so very high. The price of our member-
ship was the life of the very Son of God. “Be ye therefore fol-
lowers of God, as dear children; and walk in love, as Christ
also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.”9 And as
Paul goes on, “Let no man deceive you with vain words: for
because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the chil-
dren of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with
them.”10

The world will often try to deceive, to make acceptable
behavior that is inherently not acceptable in the sight of God.
We see and hear it all the time; we are told we should accept
blasphemy because we are being “uptight”. We are told we


