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SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity1

The Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the twenty-third
Chapter of the Second Book of the Kings, commonly called the
Fourth Book of the Kings.3

“And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the
elders of Judah and of Jerusalem. And the king went up into the
house of the LORD, and all the men of Judah and all the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets,
and all the people, both small and great: and he read in their
ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was found
in the house of the LORD.

“And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant
before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his com-
mandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their
heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant
that were written in this book. And all the people stood to the
covenant. And the king commanded Hilkiah [hill-KYE-uh] the
high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers
of the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the LORD all the
vessels that were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all
the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in
the fields of Kidron [KID-run], and carried the ashes of them
unto Bethel [BETH-ull]. And he put down the idolatrous
priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense
in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round
about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal
[BAY-ull], to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and
to all the host of heaven. And he brought out the grove from the
house of the LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron
[KID-run], and burned it at the brook Kidron [KID-run], and
stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon
the graves of the children of the people. And he brake down the
houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the LORD,
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where the women wove hangings for the grove. And he
brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the
high places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba
[DGEE-buh] to Beersheba [BEA-air-SHE-buh], and brake
down the high places of the gates that were in the entering in of
the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on a
man’s left hand at the gate of the city. Nevertheless the priests
of the high places came not up to the altar of the LORD in Jeru-
salem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread among their
brethren. And he defiled Topheth [TOE-feth], which is in the
valley of the children of Hinnom [HINN-ahmm], that no man
might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to
Molech [MOE-leck]. And he took away the horses that the
kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in of the
house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathanmelech [NAY-
thun-MEE-leck] the chamberlain, which was in the suburbs,
and burned the chariots of the sun with fire. And the altars that
were on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz [AY-hazz],
which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Ma-
nasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, did
the king beat down, and brake them down from thence, and cast
the dust of them into the brook Kidron [KID-run]. And the
high places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right
hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of
Israel had builded for Ashtoreth [ASH-tuh-reth] the abomina-
tion of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh [KEY-mahsh] the
abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom [MILL-calm] the
abomination of the children of Ammon [AMM-unn], did the
king defile. And he brake in pieces the images, and cut down
the groves, and filled their places with the bones of men.

“Moreover the altar that was at Bethel [BETH-ull], and
the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat [KNEE-bat],
who made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the high
place he brake down, and burned the high place, and stamped it
small to powder, and burned the grove. And as Josiah turned
himself, he spied the sepulchres that were there in the mount,
and sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned
them upon the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of
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not have to be present for Him to work.  In the Eucharist, I do
not have to feed on Him by faith with thanksgiving. How I feed
on him does not depend on whether I am being fed by Him or
not. He gives me His Body and Blood, whether, I have faith in
that or am thankful for that. He works by covenant, promise.

Because Christ, the infinite, fulfilled the means of satis-
faction on behalf of the finite, my finite will or understanding
does not have to be present to partake of His faithfulness, even
though, through election, my “finite-ness” comes into submis-
sion to His will, where true repentance and obedience is given
unto the covenantal means of Grace, which brings me to a state
of healing, where His likeness can be restored. So these gifts of
faith and thanksgiving are given to us as a work of His will, and
not by the will of my work.

When reward comes from the lord of the vineyard at the
end of the day, those who remain grateful that they were elected
to toil will take the penny with a joyous heart, knowing that
they fully rely on the lord of the vineyard’s election, law, provi-
sion, and justice. It is just for Him do what He wills with His
own.

—oo0oo—

The Rev’d Stephen Victory8

February 20, 2011

1 This sermon was originally written on the Gospel for Mass on Septua-
gesima Sunday, 2011.
2 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928),
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS
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Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxvi
(South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the Episcopal
Synod), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxv (CIPBC 1963).
3 II Kings 23:1-30 (KJV).
4 II Chronicles 36:1-21 (KJV).
5 Habakkuk 3:2-end (KJV).
6 St. Matthew 20:1-28 (KJV).
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But there are those who have been called, and upon
whom Grace has been bestowed, who nevertheless choose not
to accept the terms of the covenant. We can never will our-
selves into Grace, but we can choose what we do with it once it
has been bestowed.  Because we, as prideful humans, do not
wish to be subject to God’s sovereignty, or even to admit that
we are subject to anything but ourselves, we have changed the
doctrines of Grace and covenant to fit our own desires.

Now we have ultimate free will.  Now we see humanity
as sick instead of dead. Now, all we need to do when we get
tired of being sick is come to the physician, to be healed, in-
stead of needing to be resurrected. According to these misap-
prehensions, personal salvation has everything to do with our
cooperation with God, because ultimately He can’t do anything
without my approval, and the means of Grace stem from the
sovereignty of man’s will, instead of the Sovereign will of God.

How righteous these heterodox believers, or those who
believe in a works-righteousness, actually stand before God is
dependent on how faithful or not they are to the works of right-
eousness. Ultimately it is their will that maintains their status of
rightness and holiness before God, and one can easily lose sal-
vation with the slip of a tongue, an outburst of anger, or some
other minute failing. In the end, who is called and who is cho-
sen depends on whether we rely on the Sovereign will of God,
or the will of fallen humanity. Do we toil for the sake of our
calling, or are we called for the sake of our toiling?

Even these views of the covenantal means of Grace in
the sacraments range from the choice of the human will to co-
operate with God’s will, at one end of that spectrum, to the
complete lack of necessity for those means, at the other end.
Remember, the sacraments are not something we do for Him,
but they are something He does for us, because He is the author
of the covenant. He wills to show us His love, and Grace, and
mercy through the sacraments, and my faith or obedience does
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the LORD which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed
these words. Then he said, What title is that that I see? And the
men of the city told him, It is the sepulchre of the man of God,
which came from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou
hast done against the altar of Bethel [BETH-ull]. And he said,
Let him alone; let no man move his bones. So they let his
bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that came out of
Samaria. And all the houses also of the high places that were in
the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to pro-
voke the Lord to anger, Josiah took away, and did to them ac-
cording to all the acts that he had done in Bethel [BETH-ull].
And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there
upon the altars, and burned men’s bones upon them, and re-
turned to Jerusalem.

“And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep
the passover unto the LORD your God, as it is written in the
book of this covenant. Surely there was not holden such a
passover from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in
all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah; But
in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, wherein this passover was
holden to the LORD in Jerusalem.

“Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the
wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations
that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah
put away, that he might perform the words of the law which
were written in the book that Hilkiah [hill-KYE-uh] the priest
found in the house of the LORD. And like unto him was there
no king before him, that turned to the LORD with all his heart,
and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the
law of Moses; neither after him arose there any like him.

“Notwithstanding the LORD turned not from the fierce-
ness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against
Judah, because of all the provocations that Manasseh had pro-
voked him withal. And the LORD said, I will remove Judah also
out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this
city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I
said, My name shall be there. Now the rest of the acts of Josiah,
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and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah?

“In his days Pharaohnechoh [FAY-roe-KNEE-coe] king
of Egypt went up against the king of Assyria to the river Eu-
phrates: and king Josiah went against him; and he slew him at
Megiddo [mih-GIDD-owe], when he had seen him. And his
servants carried him in a chariot dead from Megiddo [mih-
GIDD-owe], and brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in
his own sepulchre. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz
[dgih-HOE-uh-hazz] the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and
made him king in his father’s stead.”

Or,

Here beginneth the thirty-sixth Chapter of the Second
Book of the Chronicles.4

“Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz [dgih-HOE-
uh-hazz] the son of Josiah, and made him king in his father’s
stead in Jerusalem. Jehoahaz [dgih-HOE-uh-hazz] was twenty
and three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three
months in Jerusalem. And the king of Egypt put him down at
Jerusalem, and condemned the land in an hundred talents of sil-
ver and a talent of gold. And the king of Egypt made Eliakim
[ih-LYE-uh-kimm] his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem,
and turned his name to Jehoiakim [dgih-HOY-uh-kimm]. And
Necho [KNEE-coe] took Jehoahaz [dgih-HOE-uh-hazz] his
brother, and carried him to Egypt.

“Jehoiakim [dgih-HOY-uh-kimm] was twenty and five
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years
in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the
LORD his God. Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar [nebb-
you-kad-NEZZ-urr] king of Babylon, and bound him in fet-
ters, to carry him to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar [nebb-you-kad-
NEZZ-urr] also carried of the vessels of the house of the LORD
to Babylon, and put them in his temple at Babylon. Now the
rest of the acts of Jehoiakim [dgih-HOY-uh-kimm], and his
abominations which he did, and that which was found in him,
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Paul, being a Pharisee himself, a strict observer of the
oral and written Law of God, before his conversion understood
what it meant to uphold and fulfill the law of the covenant. The
Pharisees emphasized a commitment to moral and social justice,
belief in the brotherhood of mankind, and a faith in the redemp-
tion of the Jewish nation and, ultimately, of humanity. More-
over, they believed that these ends would be achieved through
halakha, which means “the walk, or how to walk”, a body of
laws derived from a close reading of sacred texts. This belief
entailed both a commitment to relate religion to ordinary con-
cerns and daily life, and a commitment to study and scholarly
debate, hence the idea of running the race well to gain the incor-
ruptible crown of life in I Corinthians, chapter 9.

Paul rested in the assurance of his election not only as a
Jew, but as child of Grace, but knew there was the labor of the
law to fulfill humanities requirements of the covenant.  Here
was the new covenant, with humanity’s requirements com-
pletely fulfilled by the God-man Jesus Christ. All requirements
to gain satisfaction and atonement for sin were satisfied by the
vicarious atonement of Jesus Christ on the Cross. And so the
labor of the law, the halakha in this new covenant, was to emu-
late the One who made atonement and satisfaction.

The more Christ-like we become as children of covenan-
tal Grace, the more it becomes evident to those who work be-
side us in the vineyard, and those, with whom to share this life
of covenantal grace, we toil.  That is why Paul stresses so heav-
ily that we must live out this law of faith, and this is why he
placed high standards in his exhortations to the churches to
which he was writing.  To toil to become Christ-like, to lay
down one’s life for the sake of humanity, to preach and reveal
the truth of Christ’s salvific atonement, to make disciples, to be
the model of righteousness, the model of humility, to emulate
self sacrifice, to display perfect love, to intercede in prayer for
others, to give to those less fortunate from that which God has
blessed us, to pour our lives out for the sake of God and others,
this was the law, the race.
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Peter’s writings, the witness of the early Church Fathers’ were
silent until the late 4th century/early 5th Century.

Then a British Monk named Pelagius challenged the
Biblical understanding of total depravity and God’s irresistible
Grace, of our depending on God’s Grace for spiritual resurrec-
tion.  He pushed a sort of humanism to the extent that, he said,
man doesn’t need Grace because every child born of Adam isn’t
affected by the Fall, but in some ways is a new, clean slate, so
his Christianity was more of a moralistic philosophy than a re-
ligion of salvation.  Saint Augustine defended Biblical, ortho-
dox Christianity, and Pelagius was condemned as a heretic in
413 at the council of Carthage.

Paul, Augustine, and now in our Second Lesson Jesus,
place our faith as a Grace that is given to us by the election of
God and not by the free will merit of fallen humanity.  The seed
of the covenant, the lineage of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, was
based solely on the election of God and not by the will of fallen
humanity. God elected the Jews to be the objects of His affec-
tion. And God elects those with whom today He shares His
covenant of Grace.  If God is truly a sovereign God, we cannot
think of Him as a rickety old man, with a long white beard,
begging those who will within the confines of their own
strength, follow him.

He is either Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all. But we
can rest assured of our election by the seal of His covenant,
which is the circumcision not made by hands through the wash-
ing of regeneration, which is the sacrament of baptism, because
God’s Grace is covenantal and not dispensational. He still re-
deems by the same means, even though Christ perfected and
fulfilled the old covenant.  Until its perfection in Christ, those
sacramental signs of the old covenant were just foreshadows of
what we see in place within the new. Contrary to popular Prot-
estant belief, the law was not abolished, but with its fulfillment
came new signs.
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behold, they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and
Judah: and Jehoiachin [dgih-HOY-uh-kinn] his son reigned in
his stead.

“Jehoiachin [dgih-HOY-uh-kinn] was eight years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned three months and ten
days in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight
of the LORD. And when the year was expired, king Nebuchad-
nezzar [nebb-you-kad-NEZZ-urr] sent, and brought him to
Babylon, with the goodly vessels of the house of the LORD, and
made Zedekiah [zed-ih-KYE-uh] his brother king over Judah
and Jerusalem.

“Zedekiah [zed-ih-KYE-uh] was one and twenty years
old when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusa-
lem. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD
his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet
speaking from the mouth of the LORD. And he also rebelled
against king Nebuchadnezzar [nebb-you-kad-NEZZ-urr], who
had made him swear by God:  but he stiffened his neck, and
hardened his heart from turning unto the LORD God of Israel.

“Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people,
transgressed very much after all the abominations of the hea-
then; and polluted the house of the LORD which he had hal-
lowed in Jerusalem. And the LORD God of their fathers sent to
them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; be-
cause he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling
place: But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised
his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the
LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy. There-
fore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees [KOLL-
deez], who slew their young men with the sword in the house of
their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or
maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all
into his hand. And all the vessels of the house of God, great
and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the
treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to
Babylon. And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the
wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire,
and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. And them that had
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escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they
were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom
of Persia: To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of
Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long
as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten
years.”

Or,

Here beginneth the second Verse of the third Chapter of
Habakkuk.5

“… O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid:
O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst
of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy. God came
from Teman [TEE-mahn], and the Holy One from mount Paran
[PAY-runn].  Selah [SEA-luh]. His glory covered the heav-
ens, and the earth was full of his praise. And his brightness was
as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was
the hiding of his power. Before him went the pestilence, and
burning coals went forth at his feet. He stood, and measured the
earth:  he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the ever-
lasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow:
his ways are everlasting. I saw the tents of Cushan [KYOU-
shan] in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did
tremble. Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? was thine
anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that thou
didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation? Thy
bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes,
even thy word. Selah [SEA-luh]. Thou didst cleave the earth
with rivers. The mountains saw thee, and they trembled:  the
overflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice,
and lifted up his hands on high. The sun and moon stood still in
their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at
the shining of thy glittering spear. Thou didst march through
the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger.
Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for sal-
vation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the
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of the vineyard, if he did not call us or elect us to do so. This
isn’t a means to say what that elective process is, we are unsure
of that and will not try to define it, because we fail in our finite
understanding to comprehend the mysteries of God, so why try
to define what we cannot through human reasoning? This has
been a contentious subject within western Christendom for cen-
turies, and has been the cause of much division.  Scripture has
revealed it, and if we place our faith in Scripture without getting
human reasoning in the way, we can rest in this truth without
strife.

Paul says it most easily or most understandably in 1 Co-
rinthians 12: no one can say that Jesus Christ is Lord, but by
the Holy Spirit. We cannot say that based on our own will, or
our own merit, or our own righteousness, but strictly by the fact
He allows us by His Grace to do so. All of life is Grace. We
stand idly in the marketplace. Our natural disposition as the
seed of Adam is to be idle, or better yet, spiritually dead, rebel-
lious. And our free will in this state is limited.

Because we have been created in His image, we do have
free will, but until His likeness has been restored through Grace,
our free-will will never choose Him.  Until that likeness is re-
stored and Grace has been bestowed, we remain spiritually
dead, and the will and desire of a dead man, is dead as well.
We don’t need a band-aid, we need resurrection. The defibrilla-
tor of God’s Grace is placed onto our chest, and somehow in-
fuses enough life into our cold, dead selves to allow just enough
brainwaves to begin circulating, that leads to a weak heartbeat
in our spiritual resurrection, which will then lead us to faith.

Many Christians cannot or choose not to comprehend
this.  To them, Romans chapter 9, which I encourage everyone
to read thoroughly, along with Romans 8, Ephesians 1, and
Numbers 16, is not as inspired as the other chapters and books
in the Bible. And some of the reasons which add to the conten-
tion amongst believers today is that outside of Saints Paul and
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who will not trust in the covenant provisions He laid down and
who will follow and trust their own understanding instead.  In
the end, they will require more from God than what He has al-
ready established.

These ideas were not new to the people to whom Jesus
was speaking. The break in covenantal belief structures existed
even in the midst of the Jews. We see that break repeatedly in
Scripture with the presence of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.
Pharisaical Judaism was the strictest observer of the law, to both
the oral and written Torah. It was the most accurate according
to Josephus, the great Jewish Historian, who in fact was himself
a Pharisee. The Sadducees, however, were those who were
somewhat opposed, not to the law in itself, but the provisions
that were set before man if he was to obey the law.

According to Josephus the Sadducees believed that there
is no fate, God does not commit evil, man has free will; “man
has the free choice of good or evil,” the soul is not immortal,
there is no afterlife, and there are no rewards or penalties after
death. The Sadducees rejected the belief in the Resurrection of
the Dead, which was a central tenet believed by Pharisees and
by eEarly Christians. This often provoked hostilities. Further-
more, the Sadducees rejected the Oral Law as proposed by the
Pharisees. Rather, they saw the written Torah as the sole source
of divine authority.

So we do see that the Jewish religious leaders’ struggle
to understand the covenant was something with which everyone
would have been familiar, even though these two sects were not
the only ones. But one thing was for sure, Jesus was strictly
speaking of covenant and covenant provisions here within this
parable. And these were understandable to most listeners, if not
all.

First of all, God calls those with whom He shares His
covenant.  The lord of the vineyard comes to those who stand
idle within the marketplace. We could not even toil for the lord
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house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the
neck. Selah [SEA-luh]. Thou didst strike through with his
staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to
scatter me: their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly.
Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through the
heap of great waters. When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips
quivered at the voice:  rottenness entered into my bones, and I
trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when
he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his
troops.

“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall
fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the
fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice
in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The LORD
God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds’ feet,
and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the
chief singer on my stringed instruments.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the twentieth
Chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew.6

“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which went out early in the morning to hire la-
bourers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with the
labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.
And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing
idle in the market-place, and said unto them; Go ye also into the
vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they
went their way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth
hour, and did likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went
out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why
stand ye here all the day idle? They say unto him, Because no
man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the
vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. So
when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his
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steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning
from the last unto the first. And when they came that were
hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny.
But when the first came, they supposed that they should have
received more; and they likewise received every man a penny.
And when they had received it, they murmured against the
goodman of the house, saying, These last have wrought but one
hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne
the burden and heat of the day. But he answered one of them,
and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with
me for a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give
unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do
what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am
good? So the last shall be first, and the first last:  for many be
called, but few chosen.

“And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disci-
ples apart in the way, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to
Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief
priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to
death, And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to
scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise
again.

“Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children
with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of
him.  And he said unto her, What wilt thou?  She saith [SETH]
unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy
right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.  But Jesus
answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask.  Are ye able to
drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with?  They say unto him, We are
able.  And he saith [SETH] unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of
my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized
with:  but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to
give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my
Father.  And when the ten heard it, they were moved with in-
dignation against the two brethren.  But Jesus called them unto
him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise
dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority
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upon them.  But it shall not be so among you:  but whosoever
will be great among you, let him be your minister; And whoso-
ever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:  Even as
the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson: “For many be called, but few
chosen.”7  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Homily:

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of
my heart, be always acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my
strength and my redeemer. Amen.

Again we hear these same words, “For many are called,
but few chosen” at the end of our Second Lesson. But what we
should pay attention to more, is the parable leading up to this
common phrase Christ used when speaking these parables. In
paying close attention to the lines of the story, we can negate a
lot of false notions that arise from the religious establishments
of our day. And this also ties in, very well, with what Paul
writes to the Corinthians concerning running the race well, and
the crown we are seeking at the finish line.

Jesus is giving a great truth here concerning the law, the
nature, and the provision set forth within a covenantal relation-
ship we have with the Father.  And if we labor and toil accord-
ing to his created purpose and will that He has established, and
place our trust in Him that His provisions are sufficient enough,
all will be well. The crown we receive at the end of the race is
exactly what we have expected, as children of the covenant.
But there are those whom the lord of the vineyard has called,


