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that. What is done is done. But we can decide what we are 
going to do about our grievances.

“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” That is the choice we 
have.

Forgiveness is costly. Sin comes with a price and 
someone has to pay it. 

I am convinced that what causes people to inflict pain on 
others is that they are trying to unload the pain they are unable 
to bear themselves. As Jesus said, “They know not what they 
do.”

If we can understand that, we can call upon the Spirit 
conferred on us by Christ Himself when the bishop laid hands 
on us to confirm us. That spirit is the Spirit of forgiveness.

Jesus paid the price for our sins and then threw them 
away. We should be willing to do that for others.

--oo0oo--

St. David’s Anglican Catholic Church April 15, 2012
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1 This sermon was originally written on the Gospel for Mass on the First 
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SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
Easter Day1

The Rev. Warren E. Shaw, Priest-in-Charge

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the fifty-first Chap-
ter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.3

“Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye 
that seek the LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, 
and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. Look unto Ab-
raham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called 
him alone, and blessed him, and increased him. For the LORD

shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he 
will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the gar-
den of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, 
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody. 

“Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, O
my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make 
my judgment to rest for a light of the people. My righteousness 
is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge 
the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall 
they trust. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the 
earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, 
and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell 
therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for 
ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished. 

“Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the 
people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of 
men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth shall 
eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like 
wool: but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation 
from generation to generation. 

“Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; 
awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art 
thou not it that hath cut Rahab [RAY-habb], and wounded the 
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dragon? Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of 
the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for 
the ransomed to pass over? Therefore the redeemed of the 
LORD shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and ever-
lasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness 
and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. I, even I, 
am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be 
afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall 
be made as grass; And forgettest the LORD thy maker, that hath 
stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the 
earth; and hast feared continually every day because of the fury 
of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where is 
the fury of the oppressor? The captive exile hasteneth that he 
may be loosed, and that he should not die in the pit, nor that his 
bread should fail. But I am the LORD thy God, that divided the 
sea, whose waves roared: The LORD of hosts is his name. And 
I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in 
the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay 
the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my 
people.”

Or,

Here beginneth the fourteenth Chapter of the Second 
Book of Moses, called Exodus.4

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto 
the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahi-
roth [pye-huh-HYE-raath], between Migdol [MIG-doll] and 
the sea, over against Baalzephon [BAY-ull ZEE-funn]: before 
it shall ye encamp by the sea. For Pharaoh will say of the child-
ren of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath 
shut them in. And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that he shall 
follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and 
upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the 
LORD. And they did so. 

“And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: 
and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against 
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You may not have the authority to hear confessions or 
pronounce absolution in the Name of Jesus, but you do have the 
authority to forgive or retain sins in your own name. That is no 
small matter. The grace that you received in baptism and con-
formation is nothing less than the incorporation of your life into 
the life of Christ. The Spirit conferred on you in those sacra-
ments is the same Spirit that enabled Jesus to say from His 
Cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

You can say that too, and you should. If you pray for 
God to forgive those who have done you wrong, it will help you 
to forgive them as well.

To forgive the sins of someone does not simply mean to 
overlook them. It means to forget about them. Put them out of 
your life. Don’t let them keep hurting you. If you hold on to 
the memory of what someone has done to you, if you nurse 
your grievance along, reliving the experience over and over, 
you will feel the pain over and over. That is what it means to 
retain sins. 

I have seen many people who have retained the sins, real 
or imagined, of their siblings, or their parents or their teachers 
or their employers or their neighbors. They nurture and re-
hearse their grievances. They fantasize about revenge. And all 
the while they carry a burden of bitterness and anger that sucks 
up their energy and blinds them to blessings and opportunities 
that are all around them. All too often the end result has been 
depression, isolation, substance abuse, and even psychosis or 
suicide. 

We have all had things done to us that have been hurtful, 
sometimes inadvertently and sometimes intentionally. People 
have betrayed our trust. People have maligned us. People have 
cheated us. People have blamed us for their own shortcomings 
and have sought to punish us for their own feelings of guilt or 
inadequacy. There is nothing we can do that will change any of 
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and your God. Mary Magdalene [magg-duh-LEE-knee] came 
and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had 
spoken these things unto her. 

“Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the 
week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were as-
sembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, 
and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. And when he had so 
said, he shewed [SHOWD] unto them his hands and his side. 
Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. Then 
said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you. And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them, and saith [SETH] unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost: Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are re-
tained.”  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Homily:

Jesus spoke those words to the Apostles on Easter even-
ing, and they have been repeated at ordinations ever since. The 
usual interpretation is that the Church confers on those who are 
ordained the authority of Jesus Himself to hear confessions and 
pronounce absolution in His Name.

I do not dispute that interpretation. As one to whom 
those words were spoken when the bishop laid his hands on me, 
I feel every day the weight of that awesome responsibility.  This 
morning, however, I would like to expand the established inter-
pretation to make it more directly applicable to every one of 
you.
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the people, and they said, Why have we done this, that we have 
let Israel go from serving us? And he made ready his chariot, 
and took his people with him: And he took six hundred chosen 
chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every 
one of them. And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: and the 
children of Israel went out with an high hand. But the Egyp-
tians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, 
and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping 
by the sea, beside Pihahiroth [pye-huh-HYE-raath], before 
Baalzephon [BAY-ull ZEE-funn]. 

“And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel 
lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after 
them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried 
out unto the LORD. And they said unto Moses, Because there 
were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the 
wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us 
forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell thee in 
Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? 
For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we 
should die in the wilderness. 

“And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand 
still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew 
[SHOW] to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen 
to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. The LORD

shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 
“And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou 

unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward: 
But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, 
and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground 
through the midst of the sea. And I, behold, I will harden the 
hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will 
get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pha-
raoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

“And the angel of God, which went before the camp of 
Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the 
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cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them: And 
it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of 
Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light 
by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the 
night. And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the 
LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that 
night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 
And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon 
the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their 
right hand, and on their left. 

“And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to 
the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and 
his horsemen. And it came to pass, that in the morning watch 
the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pil-
lar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyp-
tians, And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them 
heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of 
Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 

“And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand 
over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyp-
tians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. And Moses 
stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his 
strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled 
against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of 
the sea. And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and 
the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea 
after them; there remained not so much as one of them. But the 
children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; 
and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on 
their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand 
of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
sea shore. And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did 
upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and be-
lieved the LORD, and his servant Moses.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.
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The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the twentieth 
Chapter of the Gospel according to St. John.5

“The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
[magg-duh-LEE-knee] early, when it was yet dark, unto the 
sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 
Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other 
disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith [SETH] unto them, They 
have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know 
not where they have laid him. Peter therefore went forth, and 
that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. So they ran both 
together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first 
to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and looking in, saw 
the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon 
Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the 
linen clothes lie, And the napkin, that was about his head, not 
lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by 
itself. Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to 
the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. For as yet they knew 
not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. Then 
the disciples went away again unto their own home. 

“But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and 
as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, 
And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and 
the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they 
say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith SETH]
unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know 
not where they have laid him. And when she had thus said, she 
turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that 
it was Jesus. Jesus saith [SETH] unto her, Woman, why weep-
est thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the 
gardener, saith [SETH] unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him 
hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him 
away. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith 
unto him, Rabboni [ra-BOW-nye]; which is to say, Master. 
Jesus saith [SETH] unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet 
ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto 
them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, 


