
SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
The Seventh Sunday after Trinity1

The Rev. Warren E. Shaw, Priest-in-Charge

Lessons:

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the eighteenth Chap-
ter of the Second Book of Samuel, otherwise called the Second 
Book of the Kings.2

“And David numbered the people that were with him, 
and set captains of thousands and captains of hundreds over 
them.  And David sent forth a third part of the people under the 
hand of Joab [DGOE-abb], and a third part under the hand of 
Abishai [uh-BISH-ay-eye] the son of Zeruiah [zare-oo-EYE-
uh], Joab’s [DGOE-abbs] brother, and a third part under the 
hand of Ittai [ITT-ay-eye] the Gittite [GITT-ight]. And the 
king said unto the people, I will surely go forth with you myself 
also.  But the people answered, Thou shalt not go forth: for if 
we flee away, they will not care for us; neither if half of us die, 
will they care for us: but now thou art worth ten thousand of us:
therefore now it is better that thou succour us out of the city.  
And the king said unto them, What seemeth you best I will do. 
And the king stood by the gate side, and all the people came out 
by hundreds and by thousands.  And the king commanded Joab 
[DGOE-abb] and Abishai [uh-BISH-ay-eye] and Ittai [ITT-
ay-eye], saying, Deal gently for my sake with the young man, 
even with Absalom. And all the people heard when the king 
gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom.

“So the people went out into the field against Israel: and 
the battle was in the wood of Ephraim [EE-frih-eem]; Where 
the people of Israel were slain before the servants of David, and 
there was there a great slaughter that day of twenty thousand 
men.  For the battle was there scattered over the face of all the 
country: and the wood devoured more people that day than the 
sword devoured.
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“And Absalom met the servants of David. And Absa-
lom rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and 
he was taken up between the heaven and the earth; and the mule 
that was under him went away.  And a certain man saw it, and 
told Joab [DGOE-abb], and said, Behold, I saw Absalom 
hanged in an oak.  And Joab [DGOE-abb] said unto the man 
that told him, And, behold, thou sawest him, and why didst thou 
not smite him there to the ground? and I would have given thee 
ten shekels of silver, and a girdle.  And the man said unto Joab 
[DGOE-abb], Though I should receive a thousand shekels of 
silver in mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against 
the king’s son: for in our hearing the king charged thee and Ab-
ishai [uh-BISH-ay-eye] and Ittai [ITT-ay-eye], saying, Beware 
that none touch the young man Absalom.  Otherwise I should 
have wrought falsehood against mine own life: for there is no 
matter hid from the king, and thou thyself wouldest have set 
thyself against me.  Then said Joab [DGOE-abb], I may not 
tarry thus with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and 
thrust them through the heart of Absalom, while he was yet 
alive in the midst of the oak.  And ten young men that bare 
Joab’s [DGOE-abbs] armour compassed about and smote Ab-
salom, and slew him.  And Joab [DGOE-abb] blew the trum-
pet, and the people returned from pursuing after Israel:  for Joab 
[DGOE-abb] held back the people.  And they took Absalom, 
and cast him into a great pit in the wood, and laid a very great 
heap of stones upon him: and all Israel fled every one to his 
tent.

“Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up 
for himself a pillar, which is in the king’s dale: for he said, I 
have no son to keep my name in remembrance: and he called 
the pillar after his own name: and it is called unto this day, Ab-
salom’s place.

“Then said Ahimaaz [uh-HIM-uh-az] the son of Zadok
[ZAY-dock], Let me now run, and bear the king tidings, how 
that the LORD hath avenged him of his enemies.  And Joab 
[DGOE-abb] said unto him, Thou shalt not bear tidings this 
day, but thou shalt bear tidings another day: but this day thou 
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shalt bear no tidings, because the king’s son is dead.  Then said 
Joab [DGOE-abb] to Cushi [KYOO-shy], Go tell the king 
what thou hast seen. And Cushi [KYOO-shy] bowed himself 
unto Joab [DGOE-abb], and ran.  Then said Ahimaaz [uh-
HIM-uh-az] the son of Zadok yet again to Joab [DGOE-abb], 
But howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also run after Cushi
[KYOO-shy]. And Joab [DGOE-abb] said, Wherefore wilt 
thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings ready?  But 
howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said unto him, Run. 
Then Ahimaaz [uh-HIM-uh-az] ran by the way of the plain, 
and overran Cushi [KYOO-shy].  And David sat between the 
two gates: and the watchman went up to the roof over the gate 
unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a 
man running alone.  And the watchman cried, and told the king. 
And the king said, If he be alone, there is tidings in his mouth. 
And he came apace, and drew near.  And the watchman saw 
another man running: and the watchman called unto the porter, 
and said, Behold another man running alone. And the king said, 
He also bringeth tidings.  And the watchman said, Me thinketh 
the running of the foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz [uh-
HIM-uh-az] the son of Zadok [ZAY-dock]. And the king said, 
He is a good man, and cometh with good tidings.  And Ahimaaz 
[uh-HIM-uh-az] called, and said unto the king, All is well. 
And he fell down to the earth upon his face before the king, and 
said, Blessed be the LORD thy God, which hath delivered up the 
men that lifted up their hand against my lord the king.  And the 
king said, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz [uh-
HIM-uh-az] answered, When Joab [DGOE-abb] sent the 
king’s servant, and me thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I 
knew not what it was.  And the king said unto him, Turn aside, 
and stand here. And he turned aside, and stood still.  And, be-
hold, Cushi [KYOO-shy] came; and Cushi [KYOO-shy] said, 
Tidings, my lord the king: for the LORD hath avenged thee this 
day of all them that rose up against thee.  And the king said unto 
Cushi [KYOO-shy], Is the young man Absalom safe? And Cu-
shi [KYOO-shy] answered, The enemies of my lord the king, 
and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young 
man is.
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“And the king was much moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept:  and as he went, thus he said, 
O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had 
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!”

Or,

Here beginneth the fifth Chapter of the Wisdom of So-
lomon.3

“Then shall the righteous man stand in great boldness 
before the face of such as have afflicted him, and made no ac-
count of his labours.  When they see it, they shall be troubled 
with terrible fear, and shall be amazed at the strangeness of his 
salvation, so far beyond all that they looked for.  And they re-
penting and groaning for anguish of spirit shall say within 
themselves, This was he, whom we had sometimes in derision, 
and a proverb of reproach:  We fools accounted his life mad-
ness, and his end to be without honour:  How is he numbered 
among the children of God, and his lot is among the saints!  
Therefore have we erred from the way of truth, and the light of 
righteousness hath not shined unto us, and the sun of righteous-
ness rose not upon us.  We wearied ourselves in the way of 
wickedness and destruction:  yea, we have gone through deserts, 
where there lay no way:  but as for the way of the Lord, we 
have not known it.  What hath pride profited us? or what good 
hath riches with our vaunting brought us?  All those things are 
passed away like a shadow, and as a post that hasted by; And as 
a ship that passeth over the waves of the water, which when it is 
gone by, the trace thereof cannot be found, neither the pathway 
of the keel in the waves; Or as when a bird hath flown through 
the air, there is no token of her way to be found, but the light air 
being beaten with the stroke of her wings and parted with the 
violent noise and motion of them, is passed through, and therein 
afterwards no sign where she went is to be found; Or like as 
when an arrow is shot at a mark, it parteth the air, which imme-
diately cometh together again, so that a man cannot know where 
it went through:  Even so we in like manner, as soon as we were 
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know. The dead rest from their labors because they no longer 
have to struggle with the temptations and afflictions of the flesh.
But the Holy Spirit does not go away. His presence, in fact, be-
comes more intense. We continue in the path we have chosen 
day by day in this present life.

On the day of the Lord, which is the day of universal 
judgment, we are pronounced righteous, unless we have chosen 
to walk a different way. If we reject the leadership of the Spirit 
and follow our own way on the path that leads to destruction, 
we will simply continue on that path.

I do not believe that any of you have chosen to do that. I 
rather believe what St. Paul believed about his congregation in 
Philippi: “That he who began a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ.”

God is not going to give up on us, even as he did not 
give up on Augustine. No matter how long it takes, no matter 
how often we regress, God is going to continue the work He 
began when we were baptized. I often tell people that the mark 
of the cross I make on the forehead of those I baptize will never 
come off. God is not going to give up until we reflect His im-
age perfectly, and neither should you.

—oo0oo—

St. David’s Anglican Catholic Church November 4, 2012
Charlottesville, Virginia

                                                
1 This sermon was originally written on the Epistle for Holy Communion on 
the Twenty-Second Sunday after Trinity, 2012.
2 II Samuel 18:1-end (KJV).
3 Wisdom 5:1-16 (KJV).
4 Philippians 1:1-end (KJV).
5 Philippians 1:6 (RSV).
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We have all done that. That is why we confess our sins 
every time we read the daily office and definitely before we 
present ourselves at the Lord’s Table. God forgives us when we 
repent and sets us back on the right path and urges us not to 
give up until we arrive at the state of perfection for which we 
are destined.

There are those who do not want to be holy. They are 
too much at home and too much in love with the comforts of the 
flesh. St. Augustine was such a man. He says in his “Confes-
sions” that he admired certain virtuous men and wanted to be 
like them, but was not ready to “ renounce … the vain pomp 
and glory of the world with all covetous desires of the same and 
the sinful desires of the flesh,” as we say in our baptismal vows. 
So he said that now famous prayer: “Lord, make me holy, but 
not just yet.”

Well Augustine is not the only one with a timetable. 
God has a timetable too, and it’s a long one. No matter how 
long it takes, no matter how often we regress, God is deter-
mined to make us, or I should say to remake us, into the perfect 
image of His Son, who is Himself the perfect image of the Fa-
ther. God will not stop working in us until the absolute end of 
all things when Christ returns in glory and the whole world is 
called to judgment. And that means He will not stop even when 
we die: “He who began a good work in you will perform it un-
til the day of Jesus Christ.”

In one of our prayers for the dead we ask that, “having 
opened to them the gates of large life [God] will receive them 
more and more into [his] joyful service.” And in the prayer we 
say every time we celebrate the Holy Communion there is this 
petition: “We bless thy holy name for all thy servants departed 
this life in thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to grant them con-
tinual growth in thy love and service.”

Life after death is not static. It is a continuation in a dif-
ferent dimension and a different environment of the life we now 
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born, began to draw to our end, and had no sign of virtue to 
shew [SHOW]; but were consumed in our own wickedness.  
For the hope of the Godly is like dust that is blown away with 
the wind; like a thin froth that is driven away with the storm; 
like as the smoke which is dispersed here and there with a 
tempest, and passeth away as the remembrance of a guest that 
tarrieth but a day.  But the righteous live for evermore; their re-
ward also is with the Lord, and the care of them is with the most 
High.  Therefore shall they receive a glorious kingdom, and a 
beautiful crown from the Lord’s hand:  for with his right hand 
shall he cover them, and with his arm shall he protect them.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the first Chapter 
of the Epistle of Blessed Paul the Apostle to the Philippians.4

“Paul and Timotheus [tih-MOE-thih-uss], the servants 
of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Phi-
lippi, with the bishops and deacons:  Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  I 
thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in 
every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, For 
your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; Be-
ing confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:  
Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have 
you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the de-
fence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my 
grace.  For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in 
the bowels of Jesus Christ.  And this I pray, that your love may 
abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment;
That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be 
sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; Being filled 
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto 
the glory and praise of God.  But I would ye should understand, 
brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; So that my bonds 
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in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;
And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my 
bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.  
Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some 
also of good will:  The one preach Christ of contention, not sin-
cerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds:  But the other 
of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the gospel.  
What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or 
in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and 
will rejoice.  For I know that this shall turn to my salvation 
through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in noth-
ing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so 
now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by 
life, or by death.  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  
But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what 
I shall choose I wot not.  For I am in a strait betwixt two, having 
a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:  
Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.  And 
having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue 
with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; That your re-
joicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my 
coming to you again.  Only let your conversation be as it beco-
meth the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or 
else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in 
one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel; And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is 
to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, 
and that of God.  For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; Hav-
ing the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in 
me.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.
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Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “That he who began a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”5  In 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.  Amen.

Homily:

In writing to the church in Philippi, St. Paul says he is 
confident “That he who began a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ.”

God began that same good work in us when we were 
baptized. We were all born after the image of Adam, a creature 
of dust who tried to make himself into a god. At our baptism 
we were set on a different path. We were born again, not of the 
flesh nor of the will of man but of water and the Holy Spirit. 

It is the Holy Spirit who gave us life in the womb. It is 
the Holy Spirit who changed the direction of that life when we 
were baptized. We call Him “The Lord and Giver of Life” be-
cause, as the Breath of God, the Spirit makes life possible, and 
as the Sanctifier, He sets us on the path to holiness and guides 
us along the way.

The evolution from sinfulness to holiness is never 
smooth. There are many forces trying to hold us back, trying to 
put us back on the path to destruction. “The gate is wide and 
the path is easy,” says Jesus, “that leads to destruction, and 
those who enter it are many. The gate is narrow and the way is 
hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” 

The fact is that no one finds the path to life on his own. 
We are set on that path and led on that path by the Holy Spirit, 
and if we find the path too hard, the temptation is always there 
to seek an easier path and follow a different spirit.


