
SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
The Sixth Sunday after Trinity1

The Rev. Warren E. Shaw, Priest-in-Charge

The Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the seventh Chapter 
of the Second Book of Samuel, otherwise called the Second 
Book of the Kings.3

“And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, 
and the LORD had given him rest round about from all his ene-
mies; That the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See now, I 
dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within 
curtains.  And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine 
heart; for the LORD is with thee.

“And it came to pass that night, that the word of the 
LORD came unto Nathan, saying, Go and tell my servant David, 
Thus saith [SETH] the LORD, Shalt thou build me an house for 
me to dwell in?  Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since 
the time that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, 
even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.  
In all the places wherein I have walked with all the children of 
Israel spake I a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I 
commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not 
me an house of cedar?  Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my 
servant David, Thus saith [SETH] the LORD of hosts, I took 
thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler 
over my people, over Israel:  And I was with thee whithersoever 
thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, 
and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the 
great men that are in the earth.  Moreover I will appoint a place 
for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in 
a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the child-
ren of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime, And as 
since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people 
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Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies.  Also 
the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house.

“And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep 
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall 
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.  He 
shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne 
of his kingdom for ever.  I will be his father, and he shall be my 
son.  If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of 
men, and with the stripes of the children of men:  But my mercy 
shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I 
put away before thee.  And thine house and thy kingdom shall 
be established for ever before thee:  thy throne shall be estab-
lished for ever.  According to all these words, and according to 
all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.

“Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and 
he said, Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that 
thou hast brought me hitherto?  And this was yet a small thing 
in thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou hast spoken also of thy ser-
vant’s house for a great while to come.  And is this the manner 
of man, O Lord GOD?  And what can David say more unto 
thee? for thou, Lord GOD, knowest thy servant.  For thy word’s 
sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all these 
great things, to make thy servant know them.  Wherefore thou 
art great, O LORD God:  for there is none like thee, neither is 
there any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard 
with our ears.  And what one nation in the earth is like thy 
people, even like Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people 
to himself, and to make him a name, and to do for you great 
things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou 
redeemedst to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods?  
For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to be a 
people unto thee for ever: and thou, LORD, art become their 
God.  And now, O LORD God, the word that thou hast spoken 
concerning thy servant, and concerning his house, establish it 
for ever, and do as thou hast said.  And let thy name be magni-
fied for ever, saying, The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel:  
and let the house of thy servant David be established before 
thee.  For thou, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to 
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1 This sermon was originally written on the Second Lesson for Morning 
Prayer on the First Sunday after Trinity, 2012.
2 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928), 
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS 
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5 Wisdom 4:7-14 (KJV).
6 St. Matthew 7:1-end (KJV).
7 St. Matthew 7:21 (KJV).
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thy servant, saying, I will build thee an house:  therefore hath 
thy servant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee.  And 
now, O Lord GOD, thou art that God, and thy words be true, and 
thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant:  Therefore 
now let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it 
may continue for ever before thee:  for thou, O Lord GOD, hast 
spoken it:  and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant be 
blessed for ever.”

Or,

Here beginneth the twelfth Chapter of the Second Book 
of Samuel, otherwise called the Second Book of the Kings.4

“And the LORD sent Nathan unto David.  And he came 
unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; 
the one rich, and the other poor.  The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds:  But the poor man had nothing, save one 
little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up:  and it 
grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of 
his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, 
and was unto him as a daughter.  And there came a traveller un-
to the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of 
his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come un-
to him; but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man 
that was come to him.  And David’s anger was greatly kindled 
against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the 
man that hath done this thing shall surely die:  And he shall re-
store the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because 
he had no pity.

“And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man.  Thus 
saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, 
and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; And I gave thee thy 
master’s house, and thy master’s wives into thy bosom, and 
gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been 
too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such 
things.  Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the 
LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite 
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with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast 
slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.  Now 
therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; be-
cause thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be thy wife.  Thus saith [SETH] the LORD, Be-
hold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, 
and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto 
thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this 
sun.  For thou didst it secretly:  but I will do this thing before all 
Israel, and before the sun.  And David said unto Nathan, I have 
sinned against the LORD.  And Nathan said unto David, The 
LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.  Howbeit, 
because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the ene-
mies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto 
thee shall surely die.

“And Nathan departed unto his house.  And the LORD

struck the child that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, and it was 
very sick.  David therefore besought God for the child; and Da-
vid fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the earth.  And 
the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him up 
from the earth:  but he would not, neither did he eat bread with 
them.  And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child 
died.  And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child 
was dead:  for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, 
we spake unto him, and he would not hearken unto our voice:  
how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the child is 
dead?  But when David saw that his servants whispered, David 
perceived that the child was dead:  therefore David said unto his 
servants, Is the child dead?  And they said, He is dead.  Then 
David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, 
and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD, 
and worshipped:  then he came to his own house; and when he 
required, they set bread before him, and he did eat.  Then said 
his servants unto him, What thing is this that thou hast done? 
thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it was alive; but 
when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread.  And he 
said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept:  for I said, 
Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that the child 
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of justice.  He showed His willingness to share our pain by suf-
fering pain Himself.  He showed His power over death by enter-
ing fully into its grasp and then breaking free from it.  In all 
these acts, God distinguished Himself from other deities who do 
not love us, and who sit in splendid isolation demanding tribute 
and punishing those who fail to offer it.

In the same way, we can distinguish ourselves from the 
false prophets and the pseudo religions by doing what we know 
is right and what reflects the character of the God we proclaim 
and serve.  We can distinguish ourselves as the true children of 
God by dealing with each other as he has dealt with us.

We come here every week.  We say the Creed.  We sing 
the hymns.  And the world pays no attention.  When we go to 
work, when we go to school, when do whatever we do the rest 
of the week, that’s when the world pays attention—not to what 
we say, but to what we do.

So Jesus says, “Let your light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father in hea-
ven.”  What a man says really doesn’t tell you much about him.  
It tells you what he wants you to think about him, but it doesn’t 
tell you what kind of man he really is.  In order to learn that, 
you have to watch what he does. 

The world may be fooled for a while by what a man 
says.  But God is never fooled.  And so Jesus says, “Not every-
one that saith [SETH] unto me, ‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven.”

—oo0oo—
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tions of desperate and gullible people?  How many clergy have 
taken advantage of their office to seduce young women and 
young boys?  How many cults have been founded by Bible-
quoting orators who lead their followers into compounds and 
poison their minds against their own families?

I don’t believe that anyone here is likely to be taken in 
by such people.  You are too sophisticated for that.  But we are 
all victims of them nevertheless because they give religion a 
bad name and make the work of real evangelists and real priests 
and real prophets difficult.

Jesus assures us in the Gospel that such people will face 
God’s Judgement.  But meanwhile, we have to deal with them, 
and the best way to deal with them, I believe, is simply by our 
own good works.

“Not everyone that saith [SETH] unto me, ‘Lord, Lord’ 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven.”  I don’t believe that Je-
sus is saying that good works will get you into heaven.  But He 
is saying that what people do, and not what people say, is the 
window into their soul.

God Himself is willing have us see into His character by 
looking at His works.  The creation tells us that He is a God of 
order.  The deliverance of the Jews from Egypt tells us He is a 
God of compassion who pities the poor and opposes all who 
would victimize and oppress other people.

But there is something even more important about God 
that we can perceive by observing what He has done in the per-
son of Jesus.  He has shown that He loves us by living among 
us as one of us. He laid aside all the privileges of deity to do 
that.  No other god has ever exhibited such humility.

In Jesus, God showed His compassion by shedding His 
human blood as the price of our deliverance from the demands 
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may live?  But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I 
bring him back again?  I shall go to him, but he shall not return 
to me.”

Or,

Here beginneth the seventh Verse of the fourth Chapter 
of the Wisdom of Solomon.5

“But though the righteous be prevented with death, yet 
shall he be in rest.  For honourable age is not that which stan-
deth in length of time, nor that is measured by number of years.  
But wisdom is the gray hair unto men, and an unspotted life is 
old age.  He pleased God, and was beloved of him:  so that liv-
ing among sinners he was translated.  Yea speedily was he tak-
en away, lest that wickedness should alter his understanding, or 
deceit beguile his soul.  For the bewitching of naughtiness doth 
obscure things that are honest; and the wandering of concupis-
cence doth undermine the simple mind.  He, being made perfect 
in a short time, fulfilled a long time:  For his soul pleased the 
Lord:  therefore hasted he to take him away from among the 
wicked.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the seventh Chap-
ter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew.6

“Judge not, that ye be not judged.  For with what judg-
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged:  and with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured to you again.  And why beholdest 
thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye?  Or how wilt thou say to thy 
brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, 
a beam is in thine own eye?  Thou hypocrite, first cast out the 
beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to 
cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.  
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“Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast 
ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their 
feet, and turn again and rend you.

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened.  Or what man is there of you, 
whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone?  Or if he 
ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?  If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask him?  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them:  for this is the 
law and the prophets.

“Enter ye in at the strait gate:  for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat:  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  Ye 
shall know them by their fruits.  Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles?  Even so every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.  A 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit.  Every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them.

“Not every one that [SETH] saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and 
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you:  depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock:  And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell 
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not:  for it was founded upon a rock.  And every one that hea-
reth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:  And 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.  
And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the 
people were astonished at his doctrine:  For he taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the scribes.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “Not everyone that saith 
[SETH] unto me, ‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in hea-
ven.”7  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Homily:

The New Testament lesson for today is about false 
prophets.  Such people have been a problem ever since religion 
began.  The pagans had them.  The Jews had them.  The Mus-
lims had them and still do.  The Church had them in the time of 
Jesus Himself, and still has them today.  They are called false 
prophets because they claim to speak on behalf of God, but real-
ly speak in behalf of themselves.

You can’t tell them by the way they dress.  Anybody can 
dress like a shepherd, or a priest.  You can’t tell them by what 
they say.  They will tell you whatever it is that they think you 
want to hear.  Once they have gained your trust, they will tell 
what they want you to do for them.  That’s when you can begin 
to recognize them.

How many television evangelists are out there pitching 
what they call their ministry and living high off the contribu-


