
SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany1

The Rev. Warren E. Shaw, Priest-in-Charge

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the fourth Verse of
the fourth Chapter of Amos.3

“Come to Beth-el [BETH-ull], and transgress; at Gilgal
multiply transgression; and bring your sacrifices every morning,
and your tithes after three years:  And offer a sacrifice of
thanksgiving with leaven, and proclaim and publish the free of-
ferings:  for this liketh you, O ye children of Israel, saith
[SETH] the Lord GOD.

“And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your
cities, and want of bread in all your places:  yet have ye not re-
turned unto me, saith [SETH] the LORD.  And also I have with-
holden the rain from you, when there were yet three months to
the harvest:  and I caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it
not to rain upon another city: one piece was rained upon, and
the piece whereupon it rained not withered.  So two or three cit-
ies wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not
satisfied:  yet have ye not returned unto me, saith [SETH] the
LORD.  I have smitten you with blasting and mildew:  when
your gardens and your vineyards and your fig trees and your
olive trees increased, the palmerworm devoured them:  yet have
ye not returned unto me, saith [SETH] the LORD.  I have sent
among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt:  your
young men have I slain with the sword, and have taken away
your horses; and I have made the stink of your camps to come
up unto your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith
[SETH] the LORD.  I have overthrown some of you, as God
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand
plucked out of the burning:  yet have ye not returned unto me,
saith [SETH] the LORD.  Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O
Israel: and because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy
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God, O Israel.  For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and cre-
ateth the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought, that
maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places
of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.”

Or,

Here beginneth the fifth Chapter of Amos.4

“Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a
lamentation, O house of Israel. The virgin of Israel is fallen;
she shall no more rise: she is forsaken upon her land; there is
none to raise her up. For thus saith [SETH] the Lord GOD; The
city that went out by a thousand shall leave an hundred, and that
which went forth by an hundred shall leave ten, to the house of
Israel.

“For thus saith [SETH] the LORD unto the house of Is-
rael, Seek ye me, and ye shall live: But seek not Beth-el
[BETH-ull], nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer-sheba
[bee-air-SHE-buh]: for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity,
and Beth-el [BETH-ull] shall come to nought. Seek the LORD,
and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in the house of Jo-
seph, and devour it, and there be none to quench it in Beth-el
[BETH-ull]. Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave
off righteousness in the earth, Seek him that maketh the seven
stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morn-
ing, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the wa-
ters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth:
The LORD is his name: That strengtheneth the spoiled against
the strong, so that the spoiled shall come against the fortress.
They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that
speaketh uprightly. Forasmuch therefore as your treading is
upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens of wheat: ye have
built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye
have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of
them. For I know your manifold transgressions and your
mighty sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they
turn aside the poor in the gate from their right. Therefore the
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prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time.
Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the LORD,
the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. Hate
the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate:
it may be that the LORD God of hosts will be gracious unto the
remnant of Joseph. Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, the
Lord, saith [SETH] thus; Wailing shall be in all streets; and
they shall say in all the highways, Alas! alas! and they shall call
the husbandman to mourning, and such as are skilful of lamen-
tation to wailing. And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I
will pass through thee, saith [SETH] the LORD. Woe unto you
that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the
day of the LORD is darkness, and not light. As if a man did flee
from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and
leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. Shall not the
day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and
no brightness in it?

“I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in
your solemn assemblies. Though ye offer me burnt offerings
and your meat offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I
regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away
from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of
thy viols. But let judgment run down as waters, and righteous-
ness as a mighty stream.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson: Here beginneth the first Chapter
of the First Epistle of Blessed Paul the Apostle to the Corin-
thians.5

“Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the
will of God, and Sosthenes [SOSS-thih-neez] our brother, Unto
the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sancti-
fied in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs
and ours: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father,
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God always on your
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behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;
That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and
in all knowledge; Even as the testimony of Christ was con-
firmed in you: So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall also confirm
you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom ye were called
unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Now I
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto
me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of
Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this I say,
that every one of you saith [SETH], I am of Paul; and I of
Apollos; and I of Cephas [SEA-fuss]; and I of Christ. Is Christ
divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the
name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you, but
Crispus and Gaius [GUY-uss]; Lest any should say that I had
baptized in mine own name. And I baptized also the household
of Stephanas [STEFF-uh-nuss]: besides, I know not whether I
baptized any other. For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to
preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of
Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding
of the prudent.  Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is
the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wis-
dom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolish-
ness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews re-
quire a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the
Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.”
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God is faithful. All of us must be faithful, too.

—oo0oo—

St. David’s Anglican Catholic Church October 7, 2012
Charlottesville, Virginia

1 This sermon was originally written on the Epistle for Holy Communion on
the Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity, 2012.
2 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928),
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS
PROPOSED IN 1928 33 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of Lessons (The
Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxiv
(South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the Episcopal
Synod), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxii (CIPBC 1963).
3 Amos 4:4-end (KJV).
4 Amos 5:1-24 (KJV).
5 I Corinthians 1:1-25 (KJV).
6 I Corinthians 1:9.
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God is faithful.  That’s what matters.  Our sanctity, our
holiness, like our salvation, does not depend on us; it depends
on God.  And God is faithful.  God keeps His promises.  That’s
part of His character.  It’s his nature to be faithful, just as it’s
His nature to be just and to be holy and to be merciful.  When
God says, “You shall be Holy, as I am holy,” you can depend
upon it.

This congregation here present today is by no means as
troublesome or problematic as the one with which St. Paul had
to deal in Corinth.  But even if you were, I would still be able to
address you as a holy people, called to be saints, destined to be
blameless on the Day of Judgment.  I could do that because in
Baptism you were redeemed from the headship of Adam and
subsumed under the headship of Christ.  Adam led us all into
sin and death.  Christ leads us to life and holiness.

On the Day of Judgment, the head will speak for the
body.  We shall be raised from the dead because our head has
been raised from the dead.  We shall be glorified because our
head has been glorified.  We shall be holy because our head is
holy.

The passage concludes with a reference to the gifts of
the Holy Spirit, which the Apostle catalogues elsewhere in his
writings.  “… You are not lacking,” he says, “in any spiritual
gift as you wait for the reveling of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.  God is faithful by whom you were called into the fel-
lowship of his Son, Christ our Lord.”

I’m not going to enumerate here the Gifts of the Spirit.
But I will say this.  You are not lacking in any of the spiritual
gifts that are needed for a life of holiness.  The gifts are distrib-
uted among you and are meant to be shared.  No one of us has
the all of them but among us in this congregation, taken to-
gether, all of those gifts are here.  It’s just a matter of using
them.
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Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson: “God is faithful by whom you
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Christ our Lord.”6  In
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.  Amen.

Homily:

“God is faithful by whom you were called into the fel-
lowship of his Son, Christ our Lord.” That verse, I believe, it is
the key to the whole passage.  To explain why, I begin with a
verse from the book of Leviticus.

God says to Moses, “Say to all the congregation of the
people of Israel, ‘You shall be holy; for I the Lord your God am
holy.’” The Jewish community generally understood that text
as a command. That’s how St. Paul understood it before his
conversion. As Saul of Tarsus, he believed that God required
His people to be holy in order to be worthy of their election as
the chosen people. As a Pharisee, Paul believed that if all Jews
would keep the whole law perfectly for just one day, the Mes-
siah would come and usher in the Kingdom of God.

When the followers of some peasant rabbi from Galilee
went around saying that the Messiah had already come and that
the Kingdom of God was open to sinners, Saul the Pharisee saw
such people as a menace, hindering the fulfillment of Israel’s
hope.  That is why he was so vigorous in pursuing and persecut-
ing them.

But after his conversion experience, when Saul became
known as Paul, he realized that God does not require people to
make themselves holy. When God says that the whole congre-
gation of Israel will be holy, He is making a promise, not a de-
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mand.  He is promising to share His own holiness with His peo-
ple.

As Christians, we believe that God has fulfilled that
promise in the person of Jesus Christ.  He has taken our human
nature into His own divine nature and purified it by dying and
rising from the dead.  And He has done this for all people and
not only for the Jews.

I’m getting into the concept of headship here, and I can’t
get into that too deeply this morning, but the basic idea is that
the body partakes of the nature of the head.  To put it another
way, the head controls and shapes the body.  And I’m not just
talking about the brain.

We see in families that the head of the household sets
the tone for the family.  In politics, the head of state determines
the direction that the nation will take.  In religion, it is well
known that people become like the gods they serve.

St. Paul is able to address the church in Corinth as
“those sanctified in Christ Jesus,” because in Baptism they have
been incorporated into the body of Christ and subsumed under
His headship.  They are holy because they are part of a body
whose head is holy.

To get the full impact of that statement, we have to un-
derstand something about the congregation to which the Apostle
was writing.  It was a congregation fragmented by what we
would call cliques or factions.

There were those who spoke in tongues and those who
did not.  There were those who saw themselves as quite knowl-
edgeable about the world as well as about spiritual matters and
who looked down on their poor, ignorant fellow parishioners
who had no such special knowledge.  Further on in this letter,
St. Paul would remind this congregation that tongues were des-
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tined to cease and knowledge would vanish away, and only love
would remain.

Some of the cliques were loosely organized around cer-
tain leaders.  Some were loyal to Paul; some were followers of
Peter; some claimed allegiance to Apollos; some were so arro-
gant as to claim that they were the only ones who followed
Christ.  Later in this letter, St. Paul would forcefully denounce
that kind of thinking.

There were other problems as well:  sexual scandals that
were known and tolerated, some people refused to associate or
share food with poor people at the common meals, doctrinal ar-
guments degenerated into personal attacks, even lawsuits were
brought against fellow parishioners.  Again St. Paul would ad-
dress those matters later in the letter and strongly condemn
them.

St. Paul was well aware of the kind of people to whom
he was writing; he was, after all the founding pastor of that con-
gregation.  But in spite of all that he knows about them, he ad-
dresses these people as those who are sanctified, which means
made holy.  He reminds them that they are called to be saints,
every one of them, and he thanks God that they have been given
all the resources they need to become what they are destined to
be.

“I thank God in your behalf,” he says, “that you fall
short in no gift as you wait for the coming of the Lord who will
present you blameless on the day of judgment.”  (That’s a loose
but accurate translation.)

How can the Apostle say all that about such people and
about such a congregation?  The answer is in the very next
verse, the one I used as my text this morning:  “God is faithful,
by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ.”


