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belongs to the ages and the angels are His companions 
whenever He comes. 

--oo0oo--

St. David’s Anglican Catholic Church May 17, 2012
Charlottesville, Virginia

                                                
1 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928), 
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS 

PROPOSED IN 1928 37 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of Lessons (The 
Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxi 
(South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the Episcopal 
Synod), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxix (CIPBC 1963).
2 Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14 (KJV).
3 Hebrews 1: 1-14 (KJV).

SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
Ascension Day

The Rev. Warren E. Shaw, Priest-in-Charge

Lessons:1

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the ninth Verse of 
the seventh Chapter of the Book of Daniel.2

“I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and 
the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the 
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream 
issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands 
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.  
…  I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient 
of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the first Chapter 
of the Epistle of Blessed Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews.3

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake 
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir 
of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high:  Being made so much better than the angels, as 



- 2 -

he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they.  For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art 
my Son, this day have I begotten thee?  And again, I will be to 
him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?  And again, when he 
bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith [SETH], 
And let all the angels of God worship him. And of the angels he
saith [SETH], Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers 
a flame of fire.  But unto the Son he saith [SETH], Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever:  a sceptre of righteousness is the 
sceptre of thy kingdom.  Thou hast loved righteousness, and 
hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee 
with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.  And, Thou, Lord, in 
the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the 
heavens are the works of thine hands:  They shall perish; but 
thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;  
And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be 
changed:  but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.  But 
to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool?  Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
heirs of salvation?”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Homily:

Abraham Lincoln’s Secretary of War, William Stanton, 
is alleged to have said when the President died, “Now he 
belongs to the ages.” What he may have said was, “Now he 
belongs to the angels.”

Either statement would apply, because Lincoln’s legacy 
endures to this day, even if Southerners think of it as negative, 
and he was escorted by angels to the throne of judgment. But 
both would apply even more to the Ascension of Our Lord.

The Second Person of the Holy Trinity was for a time 
confined by time and space to a small portion of the world and 
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active in that space for only a few years. Since His death and 
Resurrection, however, He has ascended far above all heavens 
in order to fill all things, as St. Paul says, and truly belongs to 
the ages. He was, in fact, “begotten of the Father before all 
worlds” and has been exalted to the right hand of the Father 
from where, as St. John says, He will reign for ever and ever.

Jesus does not exactly belong to the angels. But like 
Lincoln, He was escorted by the angels into the presence of the 
Father. We do not know how Lincoln was received by The 
Father, but we do know how Jesus was received. The Old 
Testament lesson from Evening Prayer today describes the 
scene. Let me read it to you in case you missed it:

“I saw visions in the night and behold 
one like the Son of Man came with the clouds of 
heaven and came to The Ancient of Days, and 
they brought him near before him.  And there 
was given unto him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages 
should serve him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed.”

Truly Jesus, since His brief confinement to First-
Century Palestine, now belongs to the ages. He was 
accompanied in His Ascension to the Father by angels, who will 
also accompany Him when He returns in all His glory to the 
world of time and space. So say the two angels in St. Luke’s 
account, which serves as the Epistle for Holy Communion 
today: “This same Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven.”

In the meantime Our Lord comes to the world of time 
and space in the form of the bread and wine that we bless. He 


