
SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER1

The Fourth Sunday after Easter2

Lessons:3

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the twenty-fifth 
Verse of the fourth Chapter of the Fifth Book of Moses, called 
Deuteronomy.4

“When thou shalt beget children, and children’s child-
ren, and ye shall have remained long in the land, and shall cor-
rupt yourselves, and make a graven image, or the likeness of 
any thing, and shall do evil in the sight of the LORD thy God, to 
provoke him to anger:  I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land 
whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong 
your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed.  And the LORD

shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in
number among the heathen, whither the LORD shall lead you.  
And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood 
and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.  But if 
from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find 
him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.  
When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon 
thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, 
and shalt be obedient unto his voice; (For the LORD thy God is a 
merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, 
nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto 
them.  For ask now of the days that are past, which were before 
thee, since the day that God created man upon the earth, and ask 
from the one side of heaven unto the other, whether there hath 
been any such thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard 
like it?  Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of 
the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live?  Or hath God 
assayed to go and take him a nation from the midst of another 
nation, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, 
and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out arm, and by great 
terrors, according to all that the LORD your God did for you in 
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Egypt before your eyes?  Unto thee it was shewed [SHOWD], 
that thou mightest know that the LORD he is God; there is none 
else beside him.  Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, 
that he might instruct thee:  and upon earth he shewed thee his 
great fire; and thou heardest his words out of the midst of the 
fire.  And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their 
seed after them, and brought thee out in his sight with his migh-
ty power out of Egypt; To drive out nations from before thee 
greater and mightier than thou art, to bring thee in, to give thee 
their land for an inheritance, as it is this day.  Know therefore 
this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the LORD he is God 
in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath:  there is none else.  
Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, 
which I command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, 
and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong 
thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, 
for ever.”

Or,

Here beginneth the fifth Chapter of the Fifth Book of 
Moses, called Deuteronomy.5

“And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, 
O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears 
this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them.  The 
LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.  The LORD

made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, 
who are all of us here alive this day.  The LORD talked with you 
face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire, (I stood 
between the LORD and you at that time, to shew [SHOW] you 
the word of the LORD:  for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, 
and went not up into the mount;) saying,

“I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.  Thou shalt have 
none other gods before me.  Thou shalt not make thee any gra-
ven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the 
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earth:  Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve 
them:  for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me, And shewing [SHOW-
ING] mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my 
commandments.  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy 
God in vain:  for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that ta-
keth his name in vain.  Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as 
the LORD thy God hath commanded thee.  Six days thou shalt 
labour, and do all thy work:  But the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the LORD thy God:  in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidser-
vant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy 
maidservant may rest as well as thou.  And remember that thou 
wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God 
brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a 
stretched out arm:  therefore the LORD thy God commanded 
thee to keep the sabbath day.

“Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God 
hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that 
it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God 
giveth thee.  Thou shalt not kill.  Neither shalt thou commit 
adultery.  Neither shalt thou steal.  Neither shalt thou bear false 
witness against thy neighbour.  Neither shalt thou desire thy 
neighbour’s wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour’s 
house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, 
or his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour’s.

“These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in 
the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the 
thick darkness, with a great voice:  and he added no more.  And 
he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto 
me.  And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of the 
midst of the darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire,) that 
ye came near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and 
your elders; And ye said, Behold, the LORD our God hath 
shewed [SHOWD] us his glory and his greatness, and we have 
heard his voice out of the midst of the fire:  we have seen this 
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day that God doth talk with man, and he liveth.  Now therefore 
why should we die? for this great fire will consume us:  if we 
hear the voice of the LORD our God any more, then we shall die.  
For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of the liv-
ing God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and 
lived?  Go thou near, and hear all that the LORD our God shall 
say:  and speak thou unto us all that the LORD our God shall 
speak unto thee; and we will hear it, and do it.  And the LORD

heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me; and the 
LORD said unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this 
people, which they have spoken unto thee:  they have well said 
all that they have spoken.  O that there were such an heart in 
them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments 
always, that it might be well with them, and with their children 
for ever!  Go say to them, Get you into your tents again.  But as 
for thee, stand thou here by me, and I will speak unto thee all 
the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which 
thou shalt teach them, that they may do them in the land which I 
give them to possess it.  Ye shall observe to do therefore as the 
LORD your God hath commanded you:  ye shall not turn aside to 
the right hand or to the left.  Ye shall walk in all the ways which 
the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and 
that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days 
in the land which ye shall possess.”

Or,

Here beginneth the sixty-first Chapter of the Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah.6

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the 
LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liber-
ty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the 
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To ap-
point unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for 
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that inconsolable grief; the incomprehensible despair that this 
woman must have felt. 

Compassion is a word that seems to be tossed around 
like a ball to a dog these days but it is a very strong word. It is 
not one that should be used lightly in describing things of the 
media. This word is directly tied to us. It is in the very fabric 
of life that Christ has woven for us. It is much more than how 
we feel for or about others. It is not an emotion; something that 
can be altered.

The compassion shown by Jesus reaches out. It touches 
and heals all despair and restores and reconciles us to humanity. 
Out of His compassion, Christ says to the grieving woman’s 
son, “young man, I say unto thee arise.” He restores life and 
hope to the grieving woman. Through compassion, there is 
hope and hope always wins out over despair. This compassion 
that He shows is a powerful and life-giving force. 

We are assured that Christ has compassion for all of us 
that hope in Him. We are to be ready and open to the Grace 
that is bestowed upon us by God. Grace transforms us internal-
ly.  This Grace shows us that Christ’s compassion is an im-
mense love for us. If we live in that love, then we are changed. 
His love is in us and shapes and moves us closer to Him 
through our human frailness.

His compassion is not only moving within us, but within 
the Church, as well. It is the life force within Her that reaches 
out to all and restores, refreshes and heals.  We, as the Church 
are to reach out to others with this compassion and to bring 
them to God, through Christ.  We as the Church are to do as 
Christ Jesus commanded the young man of the Gospel. We are 
to arise and live through His compassion for us.

—oo0oo—

The Rev’d George Parrish9
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the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.  Amen.

Homily:

In our times, we have become desensitized to the many 
horrors that we see. Death and grief is common entertainment 
that is used by the media to obtain ratings. Good ratings mean 
more commercial sponsors. More sponsors mean more money. 
The more tragic the story, the better. We seem to have lost our 
compassion and sense of decency when human lives are tragi-
cally destroyed. For the people and the families of these trage-
dies, the grief is unbearable. While they are going through un-
speakable sorrow, while we simply change the channel. 

While all of this is fact, the greatest death is that of our 
compassion. It is our greatest loss. But what is it that takes its 
place? Remember that when something is taken away, some-
thing else moves right in to take its place. Where there is com-
passion, there is hope. If compassion is lost, cynicism and des-
pair move in. Since we are powerless over all that happens; 
why even bother with hope or endure other people’s sufferings 
with compassion?

Today’s Second Lesson is all about compassion. It is 
about the compassion that Christ had on the grieving widow and 
mother. It is about His compassion for the entire world. When
our compassion is killed there is no doubt that we ourselves are 
dead. We are dead to ourselves, to one another and to God. 
There is no possible way for us to live. We can remedy this, 
though. We must be alive in Christ Jesus who dwells in us and 
we in Him.

“When the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her.” 
There was no changing of the channel or looking away. He
showed compassion for her grief and despair. She had lost eve-
rything. She is described as a Widow, so first, she lost her hus-
band. Now she has lost her only son. Imagine just for a minute 
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the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righ-
teousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.

“And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up 
the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the 
desolations of many generations.  And strangers shall stand and 
feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your plow-
men and your vinedressers.  But ye shall be named the Priests of 
the LORD:  men shall call you the Ministers of our God:  ye 
shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye 
boast yourselves.

“For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion 
they shall rejoice in their portion:  therefore in their land they 
shall possess the double:  everlasting joy shall be unto them.  
For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; 
and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlast-
ing covenant with them.  And their seed shall be known among 
the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people:  all that see 
them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the 
LORD hath blessed.  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul 
shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the gar-
ments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righ-
teousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and 
as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.  For as the earth 
bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that 
are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righ-
teousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the seventh Chap-
ter of the Gospel according to St. Luke.7

“Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience 
of the people, he entered into Capernaum [kah-PURR-nay-
umm].  And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear unto 
him, was sick, and ready to die.  And when he heard of Jesus, 
he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he 
would come and heal his servant.  And when they came to Je-
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sus, they besought him instantly, saying, That he was worthy 
for whom he should do this:  For he loveth our nation, and he 
hath built us a synagogue.  Then Jesus went with them.  And 
when he was now not far from the house, the centurion sent 
friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself:  for I 
am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof:  Where-
fore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee:  but say 
in a word, and my servant shall be healed.  For I also am a man 
set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto 
one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; 
and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.  When Jesus heard 
these things, he marvelled at him, and turned him about, and 
said unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have 
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.  And they that were 
sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had 
been sick.

“And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a 
city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and 
much people.  Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, 
behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his 
mother, and she was a widow:  and much people of the city was 
with her.  And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on 
her, and said unto her, Weep not.  And he came and touched the 
bier:  and they that bare him stood still.  And he said, Young 
man, I say unto thee, Arise.  And he that was dead sat up, and 
began to speak.  And he delivered him to his mother.  And there 
came a fear on all:  and they glorified God, saying, That a great 
prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited his 
people.  And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Ju-
daea, and throughout all the region round about.  And the dis-
ciples of John shewed [SHOWD] him of all these things.

“And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent 
them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we 
for another?  When the men were come unto him, they said, 
John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that 
should come? or look we for another?  And in that same hour he 
cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; 
and unto many that were blind he gave sight.  Then Jesus ans-
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wering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things 
ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the 
poor the gospel is preached.  And blessed is he, whosoever shall 
not be offended in me.

“And when the messengers of John were departed, he 
began to speak unto the people concerning John, What went ye 
out into the wilderness for to see?  A reed shaken with the 
wind?  But what went ye out for to see?  A man clothed in soft 
raiment?  Behold, they which are gorgeously apparelled, and 
live delicately, are in kings’ courts.  But what went ye out for to 
see?  A prophet?  Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a 
prophet.  This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my 
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before 
thee.  For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women 
there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist:  but he that 
is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.  And all the 
people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being 
baptized with the baptism of John.  But the Pharisees and law-
yers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not 
baptized of him.

“And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the 
men of this generation? and to what are they like?  They are like 
unto children sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to 
another, and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not 
danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept.  For 
John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; 
and ye say, He hath a devil.  The Son of man is come eating and 
drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebib-
ber, a friend of publicans and sinners!  But wisdom is justified 
of all her children.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “And when the Lord saw her, 
he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.”8  In 


