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Conclusion:

You, who are sitting here this morning, have been 
called to receive the promised eternal inheritance.  In a few 
minutes, we will, through Christ’s unimaginable Grace, 
present once again before the Father the Son’s one, all-
sufficient sacrifice for our sins and for the sins of the whole 
world.

--oo0oo--

The Rev’d Canon John A. Hollister, JD
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SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
The Second Sunday in Lent1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the twenty-
seventh Chapter of the First Book of Moses, called Genesis.3

“And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and 
his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau 
his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto 
him, Behold, here am I. And he said, Behold now, I am old, 
I know not the day of my death: Now therefore take, I pray 
thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the 
field, and take me some venison; And make me savoury 
meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that 
my soul may bless thee before I die. And Rebekah heard 
when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the 
field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. 

“And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Be-
hold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, 
Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may 
eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death. Now 
therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I 
command thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch me from 
thence two good kids of the goats; and I will make them sa-
voury meat for thy father, such as he loveth: And thou shalt 
bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless 
thee before his death. And Jacob said to Rebekah his moth-
er, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a 
smooth man: My father peradventure will feel me, and I 
shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse 
upon me, and not a blessing. And his mother said unto him, 
Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go 
fetch me them. And he went, and fetched, and brought them 
to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such as 
his father loved. And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her 
eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put 
them upon Jacob her younger son: And she put the skins of 
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the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of 
his neck: And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, 
which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

“And he came unto his father, and said, My father: 
and he said, Here am I; who art thou, my son? And Jacob 
said unto his father, I am Esau thy first born; I have done ac-
cording as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of 
my venison, that thy soul may bless me. And Isaac said unto 
his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son?
And he said, Because the LORD thy God brought it to me. 
And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I 
may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or 
not. And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt 
him, and said, The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are 
the hands of Esau. And he discerned him not, because his 
hands were hairy, as his brother Esau’s hands: so he blessed 
him. And he said, Art thou my very son Esau? And he said, 
I am. And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my 
son’s venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought 
it near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine and 
he drank. And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near 
now, and kiss me, my son. And he came near, and kissed 
him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed 
him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a 
field which the LORD hath blessed: Therefore God give thee 
of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty 
of corn and wine: Let people serve thee, and nations bow 
down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s 
sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth 
thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee.

“And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an 
end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out 
from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother 
came in from his hunting. And he also had made savoury 
meat, and brought it unto his father, and said unto his father, 
Let my father arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that thy 
soul may bless me. And Isaac his father said unto him, Who 
art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau. And 
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bol of the divine gift of life.  That, for example, is why the 
Jews were forbidden to eat meat that had not been drained of 
blood, for the blood belonged to God along with the life that 
it represented.11

Because the blood belonged to God, it was sprinkled 
or poured upon the altar12 as a symbolic means of returning it 
to Him.  This acknowledgement of God’s sovereignty over 
life atoned for man’s necessary taking of that life and this 
became also a sign of atonement.  Thus on one day each 
year,13 the Jewish High Priest entered the Holy of Holies in 
the Temple and sprinkled on the Mercy Seat, the Throne of 
God, the sacrificial blood.14

As the author of Hebrews points out, however, that 
old annual sacrifice on the Day of Atonement has been re-
placed by Our Lord’s sacrifice of Himself on Calvary.  The 
implication is clear:  that old sacrifice was repeated each 
year, so it could only have been temporary in its effects, but 
the new “full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 
satisfaction” is eternal.  It was made “once for all”,15 it can 
never be repeated, and it will never need to be repeated.  By 
it, sin and death were completely vanquished, for all time.

Further, that old sacrifice was the offering of the 
blood of an animal, an animal that was, by definition, itself 
part of God’s creation.  In contrast, the new sacrifice is the 
offering of the Blood of the Son of God, that is, of one who 
participated in the very act of Creation.  

Thus, as the Epistle today continues, “Therefore, he 
is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a 
death has occurred which redeems them from the transgres-
sions under the first covenant.”16
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Name of the Father, and of  the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.  Amen.

Introduction.

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews devotes 
considerable space and thought to the High Priesthood of 
Jesus Christ.  Several Chapters prior to today’s Epistle pas-
sage, he points out that humanity needs a priest who can in-
tercede for it before God.  On this ground, he says, Jesus is 
the perfect High Priest as, being fully human, He can com-
pletely sympathize with our weaknesses because He, too, has 
been tempted as we are.  We can thus be confident that His 
intercessions for us will be completely sincere.7

Developement.

Further, each legitimate High Priest is chosen from 
among mankind, to function on its behalf in relation to God, 
but receives the warrant of his appointment from God.  Ideal-
ly, he is also called by God to his office and does not merely 
nominate himself.

Citing8  the famous phrases from the Psalms, “Thou 
art my Son, today have I begotten thee” 9 and “Thou art a 
priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek”,10 the author 
asserts that Scripture assures that Christ, as the High Priest of 
the New Covenant, has, like Aaron, been called by God and 
has received His appointment from God.

Having established Christ’s credentials, His claim to 
His High Priestly office, with respect to the form and manner 
of His selection and appointment, in today’s pericope the 
author moves on to the functions of that office.

Under the Old Covenant, the High Priest’s most es-
sential duty was to offer sacrifice for the people.  That sacri-
fice necessarily involved blood, which is the essential sym-
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Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where is he 
that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten 
of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he 
shall be blessed. And when Esau heard the words of his fa-
ther, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said 
unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father. And 
he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away 
thy blessing. And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for 
he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my 
birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. 
And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? And 
Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him 
thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; 
and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall 
I do now unto thee, my son? And Esau said unto his father, 
Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me 
also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 
And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, 
thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew 
of heaven from above; And by thy sword shalt thou live, and 
shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou 
shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from 
off thy neck.”

Or,

Here beginneth the eleventh Verse of the fourth 
Chapter of the Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach, or Eccle-
siasticus.4

“…  Wisdom exalteth her children, and layeth hold of 
them that seek her.  He that loveth her loveth life; and they 
that seek to her early shall be filled with joy.  He that holdeth 
her fast shall inherit glory; and wheresoever she entereth, the 
Lord will bless.  They that serve her shall minister to the Ho-
ly One:  and them that love her the Lord doth love.  Whoso 
giveth ear unto her shall judge the nations:  and he that at-
tendeth unto her shall dwell securely.  If a man commit him-
self unto her, he shall inherit her; and his generation shall 
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hold her in possession.  For at the first she will walk with 
him by crooked ways, and bring fear and dread upon him, 
and torment him with her discipline, until she may trust his 
soul, and try him by her laws.  Then will she return the 
straight way unto him, and comfort him, and shew [SHOW] 
him her secrets.  But if he go wrong, she will forsake him, 
and give him over to his own ruin.  Observe the opportunity, 
and beware of evil; and be not ashamed when it concerneth 
thy soul.  For there is a shame that bringeth sin; and there is a 
shame which is glory and grace.  Accept no person against 
thy soul, and let not the reverence of any man cause thee to 
fall.  And refrain not to speak, when there is occasion to do 
good, and hide not thy wisdom in her beauty.  For by speech 
wisdom shall be known:  and learning by the word of the 
tongue.  In no wise speak against the truth; but be ashamed 
of the error of thine ignorance.  Be not ashamed to confess 
thy sins; and force not the course of the river.  Make not thy-
self an underling to a foolish man; neither accept the person 
of the mighty.  Strive for the truth unto death, and the Lord 
shall fight for thee.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the Eleventh 
Verse of the ninth Chapter of the Epistle of Blessed Paul the 
Apostle to the Hebrews.5

“…  But Christ being come an high priest of good 
things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not 
made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither 
by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he 
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and 
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to 
the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God? And for this cause he is the media-
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tor of the new testament, that by means of death, for the re-
demption of the transgressions that were under the first tes-
tament, they which are called might receive the promise of 
eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also 
of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of 
force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all 
while the testator liveth. Whereupon neither the first testa-
ment was dedicated without blood. For when Moses had 
spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, 
he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and 
scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and 
all the people, Saying, This is the blood of the testament 
which God hath enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled 
with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the 
ministry. And almost all things are by the law purged with 
blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. It was 
therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens 
should be purified with these; but the heavenly things them-
selves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ is not en-
tered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 
figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in 
the presence of God for us: Nor yet that he should offer 
himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place 
every year with blood of others; For then must he often have 
suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in 
the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once offered 
to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Epistle: “[H]e entered once for all into the 
Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but his 
own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.”6  In the 


