
SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
Trinity Sunday1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the thirty-fourth 
Chapter of the Second Book of Moses, called Exodus.3

“And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of 
stone like unto the first:  and I will write upon these tables the 
words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest.  And be 
ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount 
Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the top of the mount.  
And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man be seen 
throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor herds feed be-
fore that mount.  

“And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and 
Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto mount Si-
nai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand the 
two tables of stone.  And the LORD descended in the cloud, and 
stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD.  And 
the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The 
LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniq-
uity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the 
guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and 
upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth gen-
eration.  And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the 
earth, and worshipped.  And he said, If now I have found grace in 
thy sight, O LORD, let my LORD, I pray thee, go among us; for it 
is a stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and 
take us for thine inheritance.

“And he said, Behold, I make a covenant:  before all thy 
people I will do marvels, such as have not been done in all the 
earth, nor in any nation:  and all the people among which thou art 
shall see the work of the LORD:  for it is a terrible thing that I will 
do with thee.”

Or,
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Here beginneth the twenty-second Verse of the sixth 
Chapter of the Fourth Book of Moses, called Numbers.4

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto 
Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the 
children of Israel, saying unto them, The LORD bless thee, and 
keep thee:  The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gra-
cious unto thee:  The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace.  And they shall put my name upon the children 
of Israel, and I will bless them.”

Or,

Here beginneth the twelfth Verse of the fortieth Chapter 
of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.5

“Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 
and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust 
of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, 
and the hills in a balance?  Who hath directed the Spirit of the 
LORD, or being his counsellor hath taught him?  With whom took 
he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of 
judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed [SHOWD] to 
him the way of understanding?  Behold, the nations are as a drop 
of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance:  be-
hold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing.  And Lebanon is 
not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt 
offering.  All nations before him are as nothing; and they are 
counted to him less than nothing, and vanity.

“To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will 
ye compare unto him?  The workman melteth a graven image, 
and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver 
chains.  He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation choo-
seth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning work-
man to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved.  Have ye 
not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the 
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beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the 
earth?  It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the in-
habitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the hea-
vens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:  
That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the 
earth as vanity.  Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not 
be sown:  yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth:  and he 
shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirl-
wind shall take them away as stubble.  To whom then will ye li-
ken me, or shall I be equal? saith [SETH] the Holy One.  Lift up 
your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that 
bringeth out their host by number:  he calleth them all by names 
by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not 
one faileth.  Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, 
My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over 
from my God?

“Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the ever-
lasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fain-
teth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understand-
ing.  He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might 
he increaseth strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
and the young men shall utterly fall:  But they that wait upon the 
LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the third Chapter of 
the Epistle of Blessed Paul the Apostle to the Ephesians.6

“For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles, If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God 
which is given me to you-ward:  How that by revelation he made 
known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto 
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the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, 
and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by 
the gospel:  Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift 
of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his 
power.  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsear-
chable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is the fel-
lowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world 
hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  To 
the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of 
God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Chr-
ist Jesus our Lord:  In whom we have boldness and access with 
confidence by the faith of him.  Wherefore I desire that ye faint 
not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.  For this cause 
I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, That he 
would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Chr-
ist may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to 
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might 
be filled with all the fulness of God.  Now unto him that is able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, accord-
ing to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.  
Amen.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Homily:

The most radical line to be uttered in the ancient world 
must have been the first of the Ten Commandments:  “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before Me.” It was completely out of the or-
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It is a basic understanding of salvation itself, as Isaiah 
prophesied that the Root of Israel would grow and blossom and 
fill the earth, the same earth that is to be “filled with the know-
ledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea”10 that 
upon being made part of the Church, one becomes a part of the 
Israel of God. By faith Abraham is our father, the Lord is our 
God, and there is salvation in none other than His Son.11  All of 
our beliefs are based firmly upon revelation, and not based on 
even the best speculations of the wisest of men.

The difference between revelation and imagination is the 
difference between the true God and every idol. Even the unseen 
and unfelt idols of the mind, housed in the Arian speculations of 
Muslims and Unitarians of an unrevealed and lonely brand of 
monotheism that cannot possess the eternal attribute of love be-
cause it is alone, is an idol. A god who cannot be seen, touched, 
heard and even tasted, is the new kind of idol; for, “the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth.”12  Apart from this revelation of the Wholly Other un-
created God taking our time and space world into His Person; 
apart from the revelation of this invisible deity found in fashion 
as a man whose glory is beheld; apart from this unknowable God 
made known in the Person of the Incarnate Word, there is no sal-
vation. There is no salvation in all of the other gods that men 
worship before His Face.

We have the Great Commission to spread the knowledge 
of the only true God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent. Thou 
shalt have no other gods in front of His face, for neither is there 
salvation in any other. The name of Jesus is given under heaven 
among men, whereby we must be saved. Each of you, as a mem-
ber of Christ’s Body the Church, is called to take your part of this 
great work that Christ gave to His Church from the beginning, of 
which prophets had spoken from the dawn of history. 
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dinary in the days when the peoples of the earth were expected to 
worship the local deities; in fact, for Israel to believe that their 
God was the only true God, and all others were vain, was as out 
of place amid the pagans of antiquity as a fervent expression of 
Nationalism would be out of place on the floor of the United Na-
tions. To what degree any of the ancient pagans may have 
thought themselves to be refined and sensitive, the Israelites must 
have come across as ill mannered. And, since the Law and the 
prophets of Israel denounced the practices of some of the reli-
gions, such as child sacrifice, it was very clear that the Jews 
simply were not willing to change with the times, and that they 
were intolerant.

Furthermore, not only was the God of Israel considered to 
be the one and only true God to His own people, but the only true 
God at all. The phrase that is translated “before Me” is quite sig-
nificant. The Hebrew expression is al peni, and it means “in 
front of my face.” That might not be so bad for a local god that 
stayed within his boundaries; but this God had been in Chaldea 
with Abraham, called him into Canaan, went with the family of 
Israel into Egypt, and took them back to Canaan. Everywhere He 
went He was the ruler, showing no regard for the customs and 
religions of the people, and treating their idea of divinity as vain 
and silly. He judged the gods of Egypt in the plagues, even by 
putting out the light of their supreme deity, the sun. So, to have 
no other gods before Him, that is, in front of His face, the face of 
the God who is everywhere, is to make the judgment that only the 
people of Israel, believing in the One God who made Heaven and 
Earth, have the truth.

Syncretism was expected in the ancient world, a polite 
recognition of the various gods of the different places where na-
tions settled. If nothing else, it was just bad manners to treat any 
religion as false, any god as a mere idol, and any practice as an 
abomination. Of course, when it became necessary to save man-
kind from the worst kind of paganism, the better kind came to the 
rescue; the Romans defeated the Carthaginian Hannibal whose 
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army fought to spread the madness of child sacrifice everywhere. 
And, nowhere does this receive treatment that has better insight 
than in The Everlasting Man by G. K. Chesterton.

But, even the Romans fell short of the Israelite standard, 
the worship of one and only one God, the maker of all things and 
judge of all men. They allowed the Jews to worship the God of 
their fathers only because He was the God of their fathers. They 
tolerated Jewish intolerance out of respect for its antiquity. But, 
they persecuted the Christians who converted from among the 
Gentiles, using the excuse that they were rejecting the gods of 
their fathers and the worship of Caesar. And, even during the 
early days of the Christian Church, as recorded in the Book of 
Acts, the Emperor Claudius sought to banish all Jews from the 
City of Rome itself. The idea of any religion that could not take 
an equal place among the devotions to the various gods of the 
peoples was completely strange to ancient peoples everywhere.

Yet, what we know that the pagans of antiquity did not 
know, is that the revelation of God to man was a gift and the of-
fer of salvation. Jewish monotheism was intolerant of the gods 
for the same reason that men of medicine are intolerant of folk 
remedies. The real trouble with all people everywhere is that 
two-sided coin of sin and death; so the intolerance of Judaism for 
idolatry was a necessary first step toward what would become the 
mission of the Church. Inherent in the first commandment of the 
Law of Moses is the Great Commission of the Risen Christ. 
“Thou shalt have no other gods in my presence-before my face” 
is echoed in the words, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world.”7  

It is expressed in the words of Saint Peter, “Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”8  Emma-

- 7 -

nuel, “in ancient times did give the Law, in cloud and majesty 
and awe,” and now He stood risen from the dead to authorize the 
Church to go with His presence to all nations, going everywhere 
among fallen mankind and with all their gods before His face, to 
root up, pull down and destroy, and to build and to plant. Jesus 
Christ, after dying on the cross for the sins of the whole world, 
gave us our commission. He is the only salvation revealed by the 
only true God, Whom to know is eternal life.9

This is the meaning of the wise men’s coming from afar 
to worship Him in His infancy. Any other kind of writing would 
have told us all about these men; where they came from, how 
large their company really was, and details about the route they 
took, and alternative route by which they returned. But sacred 
Scripture was composed by the Holy Ghost, and the focus in the 
Gospel of Matthew is on Jesus Himself. Therefore all these in-
teresting details about the Magi have become the study of modern 
historians and archeologists uncovering a mystery, because the 
Gospel had no space to give to such minor issues. It focuses at-
tention on the salvation of God in the person of Jesus, and it tells 
His story. The Holy family’s flight into Egypt and return to Gali-
lee is given the space that follows, and the wise men—or Magi—
simply disappear back to the place from which they came. But, 
their significance is not lost.

Their significance is taken up by Saint Paul in the Second 
Lesson today, about the Jews and Gentiles being made one new 
man in Christ, the middle wall of division broken down. We, that 
is those of us whose ancestry is from the Gentiles, are one with
the people of Israel through faith in Jesus Christ. A gentile—that 
is, anybody who is not of Jewish descent—becomes grafted into 
the heritage of the people of God, made a child of Abraham by 
faith in Jesus Christ. The truth revealed to the apostles and 
prophets, as taught in today’s Second Lesson is this: No Chris-
tian is a Gentile. When you were baptized you were taken out of 
your wild Gentile tree, and grafted into the cultivated tree of 
Israel.


