
SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Trinity1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the twentieth Verse
of the first Chapter of the Proverbs.3

“Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the
streets:  She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the open-
ings of the gates:  in the city she uttereth her words, saying,
How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the
scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?
Turn you at my reproof:  behold, I will pour out my spirit unto
you, I will make known my words unto you.

“Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched
out my hand, and no man regarded; But ye have set at nought
all my counsel, and would none of my reproof:  I also will laugh
at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; When
your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as
a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.
Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall
seek me early, but they shall not find me:  For that they hated
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:  They
would none of my counsel:  they despised all my reproof.
Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be
filled with their own devices.  For the turning away of the sim-
ple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy
them.  But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and
shall be quiet from fear of evil.”

Or,

Here beginneth the second Chapter of the First Book of
the Maccabees.4

“In those days arose Mattathias [MATT-uh-tye-uss] the
son of John, the son of Simeon, a priest of the sons of Joarib
[DGOH-uh-ribb], from Jerusalem, and dwelt in Modin [MAH-
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dinn].  And he had five sons, Joannan [DGOE-ann-ann],
called Caddis [KAH-diss]:  Simon; called Thassi [THAH-see]:
Judas, who was called Maccabeus [MACK-uh-bee-uss]:
Eleazar [ell-ee-AY-zarr], called Avaran [av-uh-RON]: and
Jonathan, whose surname was Apphus [AFF-fuss].  And when
he saw the blasphemies that were committed in Juda and Jerusa-
lem, He said, Woe is me! wherefore was I born to see this mis-
ery of my people, and of the holy city, and to dwell there, when
it was delivered into the hand of the enemy, and the sanctuary
into the hand of strangers?  Her temple is become as a man
without glory.  Her glorious vessels are carried away into cap-
tivity, her infants are slain in the streets, her young men with the
sword of the enemy.  What nation hath not had a part in her
kingdom and gotten of her spoils?  All her ornaments are taken
away; of a free woman she is become a bondslave.  And, be-
hold, our sanctuary, even our beauty and our glory, is laid
waste, and the Gentiles have profaned it.  To what end therefore
shall we live any longer?  Then Mattathias [MATT-uh-tye-uss]
and his sons rent their clothes, and put on sackcloth, and
mourned very sore.  In the mean while the king’s officers, such
as compelled the people to revolt, came into the city Modin
[MAH-dinn], to make them sacrifice.  And when many of Is-
rael came unto them, Mattathias [MATT-uh-tye-uss] also and
his sons came together.  Then answered the king’s officers, and
said to Mattathias [MATT-uh-tye-uss] on this wise, Thou art a
ruler, and an honourable and great man in this city, and
strengthened with sons and brethren:  Now therefore come thou
first, and fulfil the king’s commandment, like as all the heathen
have done, yea, and the men of Juda also, and such as remain at
Jerusalem:  so shalt thou and thy house be in the number of the
king’s friends, and thou and thy children shall be honoured with
silver and gold, and many rewards.  Then Mattathias [MATT-
uh-tye-uss] answered and spake with a loud voice, Though all
the nations that are under the king’s dominion obey him, and
fall away every one from the religion of their fathers, and give
consent to his commandments:  Yet will I and my sons and my
brethren walk in the covenant of our fathers.  God forbid that
we should forsake the law and the ordinances.  We will not
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the office, so to speak; he sent out those crumbs from his table
to the beggar.  But if he had known God’s love, if he had heard
Moses and the Prophets, the great moral truth and the themes of
redemption revealed to the children of men, if he had loved God
because God first loved us, he would have brought in his
brother Lazarus from the streets, and sat him at his own table.

That is the love of God when it is reflected in your heart.
How can you know that love? You may begin right now, by
letting God quicken your conscience, and cleanse it, all the
while showing His love for as you contemplate the Cross where
Jesus poured out His soul unto death for you.  It is personal; the
gift was given to you there.  His words of forgiveness from the
Cross are for you. His “It is finished” was the full payment and
cancelation of your entire debt. You can love God because, as
we see on the Cross where Jesus died, He first loved you.  And
therefore, you can love your brother, your neighbor, your own
Lazarus.

—oo0oo—

The Rev’d Robert Hart
June 10, 2012

1 This sermon was originally written on the Epistle and Gospel for Holy
Communion on the First Sunday after Trinity, 2012.
2 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928),
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS
PROPOSED IN 1928 44 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of Lessons (The
Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xl (South
Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the Episcopal Synod), THE
BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxix (CIPBC 1963).
3 Proverbs 1:20-end (KJV).
4 I Maccabees 2:1-28 (KJV).
5 St. Luke 16:1-end (KJV).
6 St. Luke 16:31 (RSV).
7 Galatians 3:24 (KJV).
8 I John 4:10, 19 (KJV).
9 Proverbs 12:10 (KJV).
10 St. Matthew 25:31-46 (RSV).
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and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was
in prison and you came to me.’ Then the right-
eous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see
thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give
thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger
and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee?
And when did we see thee sick or in prison and
visit thee?’  And the King will answer them,
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the
least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’
Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘De-
part from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not
clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.’  Then they also will answer, ‘Lord,
when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not minister to thee?’  Then he will answer them,
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of
the least of these, you did it not to me.’ And they
will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”10

How often has this been quoted, “the least of these my
brethren?”  Look again, and see what it really says: “ONE OF
the least of these my brethren.” “One of…”, those are the miss-
ing words when this is misquoted, as it usually is. That one is
your neighbor, that one is your Lazarus, with his unpleasant and
unsightly sores.

The Bible always personalizes it:  “Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.” Thy neighbor, not mankind. “He that
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen….” His brother, not
some impersonal thing called mankind. The Rich Man gave at
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hearken to the king’s words, to go from our religion, either on
the right hand, or the left.  Now when he had left speaking these
words, there came one of the Jews in the sight of all to sacrifice
on the altar which was at Modin [MAH-dinn], according to the
king’s commandment.  Which thing when Mattathias [MATT-
uh-tye-uss] saw, he was inflamed with zeal, and his reins trem-
bled, neither could he forbear to shew [SHOW] his anger ac-
cording to judgment:  wherefore he ran, and slew him upon the
altar.  Also the king’s commissioner, who compelled men to
sacrifice, he killed at that time, and the altar he pulled down.
Thus dealt he zealously for the law of God like as Phinees
[FINN-ee-eze] did unto Zambri [ZAMM-bree] the son of
Salom [SOLL-um].  And Mattathias [MATT-uh-tye-uss] cried
throughout the city with a loud voice, saying, Whosoever is
zealous of the law, and maintaineth the covenant, let him follow
me.  So he and his sons fled into the mountains, and left all that
ever they had in the city.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the nineteenth
Verse of the sixteenth Chapter of the Gospel According to St.
Luke.5

“And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain
rich man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto
him that he had wasted his goods.  And he called him, and said
unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of
thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.  Then
the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord
taketh away from me the stewardship:  I cannot dig; to beg I am
ashamed.  I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of
the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.  So he
called every one of his lord’s debtors unto him, and said unto
the first, How much owest thou unto my lord?  And he said, An
hundred measures of oil.  And he said unto him, Take thy bill,
and sit down quickly, and write fifty.  Then said he to another,
And how much owest thou?  And he said, An hundred measures
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of wheat.  And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write four-
score.  And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he
had done wisely:  for the children of this world are in their gen-
eration wiser than the children of light.  And I say unto you,
Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness;
that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habita-
tions.  He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in
much:  and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.
If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mam-
mon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?  And if ye
have not been faithful in that which is another man’s, who shall
give you that which is your own?

“No servant can serve two masters:  for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one,
and despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  And
the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things:
and they derided him.  And he said unto them, Ye are they
which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your
hearts:  for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomi-
nation in the sight of God.  The law and the prophets were until
John:  since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and
every man presseth into it.  And it is easier for heaven and earth
to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.  Whosoever putteth
away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery:  and
whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband
committeth adultery.

“There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:  And
there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his
gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and
licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man
also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being
in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.
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ideologues since the French Revolution, such as
Karl Marx and his followers, spoke lofty words
about what was best for mankind. It reminds me
of one of Charles Schultz’s Peanuts cartoons.
Linus tells his sister Lucy that he wants to be a
doctor, a great doctor. She tells him, ‘You can-
not be a great doctor. You know why? Because
a doctor must love mankind. You don’t love
mankind.’  Linus, stunned, retorts ‘I do love
mankind…. It’s people I can’t stand!’ The ideo-
logues have always loved mankind; and they
have made many people suffer for it. They have
offered millions of innocent victims to some idea
of “good for the highest number” and Satanic
propaganda about what is best for humanity.
Crowds enjoying the spectacle of heads being cut
off in Paris, Communists dictating who should
live, who should die, and who must go to the
camps, and, indeed, the Nazis destroying mil-
lions in order to advance human evolution to the
state of perfection, all believed they were lovers
of mankind, saviors of that abstract and imper-
sonal thing called ‘humanity.’”

Hear this from the twenty-fifth chapter of St. Matthew:

“When the Son of man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered
all the nations, and he will separate them one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his
right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the
King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come,
O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the world;
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger
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He is broken, bleeding and pouring out His soul for your sins
and mine.

We are forgiven without losing sight of God’s holiness,
and without mistaking that forgiveness for some idea that God
didn’t really care. Forgiveness is not approval. It was costly.
The ninth chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us that re-
demption perfects and cleanses the human conscience. Indeed,
a true understanding of the Cross of Christ gives life to your
conscience. God loved you, and this is what it cost. Sin does
matter, because God is holy. And sin is forgiven, because God
is love. But it did not come without the death of the cross.

So we see that to obey the first four Commandments,
which are summarized by the First and Great Commandment to
love God (“with all thy heart, all thy soul and all thy mind”), is
only possible as a response; “We love Him because He first
loved us.” And then, after celebrating from Advent through
Pentecost the great acts of God’s love in Jesus His Son that
move us to love Him, with Trinity Sunday we will turn to the
second table of the Law, the six Commandments that are sum-
marized in the words, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”

At the beginning it is personal. “Beloved, if God so
loved us, we ought also to love one another….”  And so it goes
on:  “We love him, because he first loved us.  If a man say, I
love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar:  for he that loves
not his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom
he has not seen?  And this commandment have we from him,
That he who loves God love his brother also.”

I am reminded always of the singular words in Com-
mandments to love. I am going to quote an earlier sermon of
my own for this same Sunday:

“‘The righteous man considers the life of
his beast.  But, the tender mercies of the wicked
are cruel’ says the Book of Proverbs.9  Utopian
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But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime re-
ceivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all
this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they
which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they
pass to us, that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray
thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my fa-
ther’s house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto
them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham
saith [SETH] unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let
them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said
unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson: “‘If they do not hear Moses
and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if some one
should rise from the dead.’”6  In the Name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Homily:

Love is the theme of this Sunday and that love is the
love of God.  It is best expressed in English with the word
“charity,” and even in that we find some confusion. For the
kind of charity that was lacking in the Rich Man is not that kind
that merely throws a little money at something to ease the con-
science, or, worse, to impress people. The Rich Man sent food
out to the beggar, Lazarus, namely crumbs that fell from his ta-
ble. But he failed completely by God’s standard to love his
neighbor.

The love of which these passages of Scripture speak is
personal. And it begins not with us, but with God. It begins by
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having your eyes opened to what God has done for you, and
then only in light of your realizing how undeserving you are.
You can defend yourself and plead your case; you can try to
justify every sin you ever committed. That is how the Rich
Man lived his life.

The ending of this parable was meant to shock us into
reality. This is the only parable Jesus told that He did not com-
pose Himself, except, that is, for the ending. It has been dis-
covered that this was a well-known story among the Jewish
people of that time, and the story always ended with Abraham
saying, “And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm
has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to
you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.” But
Jesus added His own ending:

“Then [the Rich Man] said, ‘I pray thee
therefore, father, that thou wouldest send [Laza-
rus] to my father’s house:  for I have five breth-
ren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also
come into this place of torment.’  Abraham saith
unto him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets;
let them hear them. And he said, ‘Nay, father
Abraham: but if one went unto them from the
dead, they will repent.’  And he said unto him, ‘If
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded, though one rose from the
dead.’”

Indeed, like the Rich Man and his brothers, you can
spend your life trying to convince yourself that you have God’s
complete approval, and no need of forgiveness. Perhaps you
may construct your own system of good and bad, compare
yourself to people who are infinitely worse, and so feel that you
are righteous enough not to need God’s mercy. But if reality
hits you, and if the truth shall make you free, it begins by asking
if your own standard may not be true enough to take you safely
into eternity.  Has God spoken? Should you not hear?
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In Moses and the Prophets, we find a moral law that is
eternal and unchanging, those Ten Commandments and all that
they really mean (which we learn in the Sermon on the Mount).
We also see in Moses and the Prophets the great Messianic
themes of salvation from sin and death. To prepare for eternity,
we have been given quite a lot to hear. We have been given
Law and Gospel. “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to
bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”7

Once you see your own need, you can appreciate the
love of God. We see that salvation from sin and death was not
our idea, but God’s own will. Redemption is His initiative,
without any suggestion from us. “Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the pro-
pitiation for our sins…. We love him, because he first loved
us.”8 That love was not merely some nice and inspiring bit of
sweetness and sentimentality. God saw that our need involved
everything that is meant by that word “propitiation.”

It involved the pain and suffering that was born by Jesus
in the death of the Cross. And even so, if you don’t hear the
great moral themes and the great Messianic themes of redemp-
tion, that is, if you don’t hear Moses and the prophets, Christ’s
own resurrection, with over five-hundred eyewitnesses, will
never persuade you to repent.  You need a soft heart that listens
and hears. Then the Gospel, the Good News that He first loved
us, can enter your mind and heart.

You see, by the end of this Easter season, followed by
the short interludes of Rogationtide and Ascensiontide, Pente-
cost will come and, with it, we will be in the Church that be-
came so powerful in the Book of Acts because the Holy Spirit
has come to us with His gifts and power. With Trinitytide, we
will turn to the second table of the Law.  The first table has four
Commandments that tell us to love God.  But we cannot love
God, that is, we cannot love God unless and until we know that
He first loved us. We find that love nailed to the Cross. There


