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Trinity 6 
(There are three choices of propers for each office 
this week)  Here are provided one sermon each for 
Morning and Evening, the others to be written. 
 
 
Morning Prayer A 
 
 

First Lesson:  2 Sam 19:16-23 
Second Lesson:  Matt 5:38-48 
 
Homily 
 
"Ye have heard that it hath been said,  
An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: " 
 
Our Lord is here quoting from the Law of Moses, 
Leviticus 24:10, to be precise,. 
and is thus referencing a whole principle 
of the Law, 
a reasonable, and even merciful principle. 
 
We need to be very clear that it is not 
an unmerciful and harsh retribution  
that He is correcting, 
but rather a just and reasonable provision, 
that, even so, Christians must lay aside. 
 

The normal human impulse in this fallen world 
is to over-react, 
to respond to injustices against ourselves 
with passion and force. 
 
You often see it in the playground. 
A child insults another child. 
The recipient thinks of something worse to say. 
This continues until finally ... 
the fairly minor insult has led to blows, 
and someone is bleeding and crying. 
The Police Log in the local newspaper 
is full of similar incidents among adults, 
some of them resulting  
in streets full of fighting people. 
World War I was sparked by a single incident, 
itself the result of similar things. 
An Archduke was assassinated, and very soon 
the Western world was at war, 
countless young men lay dead, 
and the stage was set for an even worse war. 
 
Leviticus says, "NO" to all that. 
The verse quoted and the whole context around it 
are a powerful demand that the punishment 
not be greater than the provocation. 
An eye for an eye - not a death in response, 
but a just answer to evil. 
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What could be fairer? 
What could be more reasonable than that? 
There's nothing at all out of place here, 
in fact it is the foundation of good law, 
"No cruel and unusual punishment" 
says the American constitution, 
without denying the necessity 
of reasonable punishment. 
This is as it should be, but ... 
 
Jesus did not leave it at that. 
"resist not evil:" He said,   
"but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek,  
turn to him the other also.  
And if any man will sue thee at the law,  
take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.  
And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile,  
go with him twain. " 
 
HUH? 
  
How does that make sense? 
Does that mean letting people get away with 
all the bad things they do to me? 
Don't I have any rights? 
Am I supposed to lie there and take it, 
like a wet dishrag? 
 

Well, that's not really the point. 
It's not so much our specific actions  
He was talking about, 
but our attitudes. 
He was telling us that the reasonable law given 
in Leviticus is not good enough, 
because it misses the most important thing of all, 
as He continued: 
 
"Ye have heard that it hath been said,  
Thou shalt love thy neighbour,  
and hate thine enemy.  
But I say unto you, Love your enemies,  
bless them that curse you,  
do good to them that hate you,  
and pray for them which despitefully use you,  
and persecute you; " 
 
In the Old Testament Lesson, 
David gives us a good example. 
David's son, Absalom, had staged a rebellion, 
and the king was driven out of Jerusalem. 
During all that Shimei had cursed David, 
jeering at him and supporting the rebellion. 
We see him coming to David, 
expressing his sorrow that he had done that, 
and asking for mercy. 
David's men wanted to kill Shimei, 
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which was exactly what the Law prescribed 
for traitors like him. 
David forgave him, 
and Shimei the traitor 
became Shimei the friend. 
 
Our Lord tells us to do likewise 
"That ye may be the children of your Father  
which is in heaven:" 
 
You see, we are sinners. 
We deserve the worst. 
But Jesus died and rose again 
because he loves us, 
who were His enemies. 
He bought us forgiveness, 
and welcomes us as friends. 
 
"Go thou, and do likewise," He says. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Deliver us, Lord, from bitterness and anger. 
Take away from us the desire to hurt another, 
but fill us with the mercy and compassion 
that brought Thee into the world; 
for we have sinned  
and throw ourselves upon Thy mercy. 

Grant that we may so show mercy  
to those tha6t hurt us. 
Through Jesus Christ Our Lord,  
by whose suffering we are healed.  Amen. 
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Trinity 6 
 
Morning Prayer B 
 
 

First Lesson:  Isa 57:13b-19 
Second Lesson:  2 Tim 2:7-13 
 
Homily to be written 
 
______________________________ 
 
Trinity 6 
 
Morning Prayer C 
 
 

First Lesson:  Gen 18:1-16 
Second Lesson:  Rom 4:13-25 
 
Homily to be written 
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Trinity 6 
 
Evening Prayer A 
 
 

First Lesson: Exod 24:1-11, 16-18 
Second Lesson:  Heb 9:18-28 
 
Homily 
 
There’s an old Evangelical Gospel song 
that’s couched in question and answer form, 
the answer given, repeated over and over, is 
“Nothing but the Blood of Jesus.” 
We don’t use it, and for good reasons, 
but those reasons are not theological. 
The thoughts it contains are basic and essential. 
and it calls the attention to unpleasant images 
that lie at the heart of the Gospel. 
Maybe you’ve heard it. 
The following poem is the answer 
that squeamish people sometimes want to give: 
 

What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the ... 

 
Oh, no, that won't do 

Such a horror can't be said, 
such a substance is too red, 

too red and gory, not pretty at all, 

It's not soft not soothing, 
not pleasant not nice, 

and doesn't, just doesn't  
make people feel good. 

It means something living 
you know, has had to die, 

and such awful thoughts make a man cry, 
and no, oh no, I don't want blood, 
and without the blood I sit alone, 

and think alone, 
 

What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing. 
 
And there it is. 
We’re a squeamish generation. 
We don’t like the thought of blood. 
We’d just as soon sanitize our religion, 
and go along with all the talk of a nice God, 
one who couldn’t possible be so angry with us 
that our itsy bitsy sins could cry out for vengeance. 
We like to think  
that just saying, “I’m sorry”  
makes everything right.. 
But is that true? 
We know better, don’t we? 
Sin does damage. 
It hurts people, 
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It hurts our own souls, 
It builds walls against the grace of God. 
Sin does damage and leaves stains, 
and we know, deep down inside 
that there’s not really anything we can do 
to clean up what we’ve done. 
You can’t unscramble eggs. 
You can’t unburn a fire. 
You can’t unkill a corpse. 
You can’t unsay hurtful words. 
Isn’t that true? 
Damage done is damage done, 
and sin is ugly and stays that way. 
Is there nothing we can do about it? 
Well, God has provided a powerful sign 
that there is something He will do about it. 
 
Listen to today’s New Testament Lesson: 
The author of Hebrews says this: 
 
“without shedding of blood is no remission. “ 
 
He’s working from some symbolic thought 
that is uncomfortable to us moderns, 
but central to the thinking  
of both Old and New Testaments, 
actually at the very center of the Gospel. 
 

We heard about Moses and his companions 
as they drew close to God’s Presence. 
as they led the people to look upon His glory. 
They offered sacrifice. 
They took the blood of the sacrifice, 
and sprinkled it all over the people. 
 
Oh, Yuk! 
 
That sounds awfully messy and unpleasant, 
doesn’t it? 
That’s not a nice little ceremony. 
It’s serious business. 
It tells us that there is something serious about sin, 
if sin requires such drastic measures for cleansing. 
 
All have sinned and come short of the glory of God 
The Wages of sin is death. 
The soul that sinneth, it must die. 
...dead in trespasses and sins… 
 
Oh, yes, the Bible rings the changes on this 
over and over again 
until there can be no mistaking  
that God takes our sin very seriously, 
and our sin puts us under sentence of death, 
or, better, our sin actually kills us. 
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Blood, in Scripture, and to all ancient peoples, 
signifies life. 
the life, they said, is in the blood, 
and we still speak of a wounded man 
as one from whom the life-blood is pouring. 
Those who are dead need life. 
The Old Testament sacrifices were a picture 
of the life of a creature, 
a bull or a goat,  
being given to men, that they might truly live. 
As Hebrews points out, it is not possible 
that the blood of bulls and goats can do that, 
when theor blood is out of them they are dead, 
and where, then, is life? 
But God has long used this to point us to Christ. 
 
Yes, He died on Calvary, really died, 
as the one, true, and perfect Sacrifice 
that all those others point to, 
mere pictures given down through time. 
But, you know, if He’d died and stayed dead, 
there would have still been no life to give us. 
We would still be dead in our sins. 
But Jesus rose.  Life is in Him. 
and that Blood once poured out still flows  
in His transfigured Body in the heavens. 
And it is that living Blood, 
not dead and sticky gore, 

that washes away our sins, 
and flows in our own bloodstreams, 
and gives us life. 
 
Thus it is that the priest comes to us with a cup, 
and says to us: 
 
The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life. 
 
And we drink, in a reality and a symbolism 
that should make us very uncomfortable 
and very thankful 
 
...but now once in the end of the world  
hath [Christ] appeared  
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  
And as it is appointed unto men once to die,  
but after this the judgment:  
So Christ was once offered  
to bear the sins of many;  
and unto them that look for him  
shall he appear the second time without sin  
unto salvation. 
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Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who didst ordain that 
thine only-begotten Son should be the redeemer of 
the world, and hast vouchsafed to accept his Blood 
as the propitiation for our sins: mercifully grant that 
we who here rejoice to honor that Blood, the price of 
our salvation; may be defended by its power in this 
present world, and rejoice in the everlasting fruits 
thereof in the world to come.  Through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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Trinity 6 
 
Evening Prayer B 
 
 

First Lesson:  Gen 4:1-16 
Second Lesson: Matt 5:20-26 
 
Homily to be written 
 
____________________________ 
 
Trinity 6 
 
Evening Prayer C 
 
 

First Lesson:  1 Sam 16:1-13 
Second Lesson: Acts 11:1-18 
 
Homily to be written 


