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A HEINITIATIVE

AFTER STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT WAS DESTROYED DURING A TELEVISED FIGHT BETWEEN THE NEW WARRIORS
AND A GROUP OF DANGEROUS VILLAINS, A FEDERAL SUPERHUMAN REGISTRATION ACT WAS PASSED. ALL
INDIVIDUALS POSSESSING PARANORMAL ABILITIES MUST NOW REGISTER WITH THE GOVERNMENT. TONY STARK,
AKA. IRON MAN, HAS BEEN APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF S.H.LE.LD., THE INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING FORCE.
HE HAS SET IN MOTION THE INITIATIVE, A PLAN FOR TRAINING AND POLICING SUPER HEROES IN THIS BRAVE
NEW WORLD, INTENDED TO POSITION A LOCAL SUPER HERO TEAM IN EACH OF AMERICA'S FIFTY STATES.
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TRIATHLON THOR GIRL ULTRAGIRI.

When a training exercise goes awry, M.V.P-the most promums trainee in the Initiative--is killed.
All those present in the room during the accident are told the incident never happened.

While in a bar in downtown Stamford, Hardball is approached by a mysterious man who knows everything
about him, including his secret ldentltg' and how he ot his powers. The man asks Hardball what he
knows about S.PLN. tech, a new te chnology bemg eveloped by the Initiative that can take away

a person’s powers--for good. ..

To find Marvel Comics at a local comic shop, call 1-888-COMICBOOK.
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SURE ABOUT \§
THIS, BLITZSCHLAG.
WHAT WE'RE DOING

IN THERE, IT

FEELS SO...

1 .
UN‘AMERVGANZ E PLL/}?IBL/.S 'nyAT 1S VHAT

'OU PEQPLE
BEL\EVE IN,

1./

ONE OF THESE
Df_l\;Ys BARON (3 ‘i i =

THE SECLRITY'S

GOOD. AS FAR

AS TOP-SECRET
HEADQUARTERS GO.

Il

GUESS THEY
FIGLRE THAT WITH
OVER SIXTY TWO

HEROE.
STATIONED HERE -

.NO ONE
WOLULD BE
| STUPID ENOUGH
TO TRY THIS.

PROBI
| FOR ME, PESPEEATE
TRUMPS “STUPID”.
THAT'S JUST THE
WAY IT IS,

I

HOW IT
ALWAYS 1s.




ELECTRO-
MAGNETIC
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GOTTA
MAKE THIS
B Quick! NO
TIME TO—~



= DOING GOOD.
DOING GOOPD.
| DOING GOOPD.

DON'T JUsT
STAND THERE. COME
ON. MOVE YOUR
DAMN MOUTH.

o
OKAY. I'M OUT.
I IT. Z'M

A OKAY. TM.WHO
AM I KIDDINGZ

I'M ROGER
BROKERIDGE, AK.A.
HARDBALL. AND IT'M /

FAR FROM OKAY.

/

“OKAY”
AIN'T EVEN ON
THE MAP

AL L
il
T




THAT'S OVER
WAV 4 TwELVE MILLION
, )
THERE WAs \VANOBOTS. THATLL
ENOLGH.

I ASSUME
YOU USED ONE
OF YOUR ELECTRO-
MAGNETIC SPHERES
TO GET IT OFF
THE BASEZ

AMAZING. YOU'VE ¥y IF GYRICH ONLY KNEW,
BEEN HIDING SOME
OF YOUR POWERS
FROM THEM.

OH, NOTHING

- 7 YOU NEED TO
[ [ WORRY ABOUT. YOU'VE
GOT ENOUGH ON YOUR

PLATE, DON'T YOUZ

NE. BUT
I THINK YOU
MIGHT CHANGE YOUR YOUR
MIND WHEN YOU FAMILY'S FINANCIAL
DISCOVER HOW PROBLEMS?Z
WELL YOU'VE BEEN.. o THEY'RE HISTORY,
ROGER.

‘ COMPENSATED.




THAT SMALL,
BUT CRUCIAL
PIECE...

OH, GOD.
PLEASE. JUST
FIVE MINUTES.
FIVE FRICKIN'

MINUTES.

! TIME TO
DRAC THOSE
ORRY SUPER-
POWERED BUTTS
OUTTA BED!

)'OU HE.

ARD
ME, FREAKS!
YOU DON'T NEED
NO BEAUTY
REST!

DANG, SON!
FULL LUNIFORM!




FIRST ONE
WHO PLKE.

DOES IT A{fA}N
‘NUFF SAID!

ALL RIGHT!
TEN MILE
RUN! NO
POWERS!

THAT'S IT. T'M \
DEAD. THERE'S \
GOTTA BE A
WAY OUT OF THIS!
THERE HAS TO...

- "“

HEY! WHERE'S
CLOUD 92 WHY
DOESN'T SHE
HAVE TO DO
THIS CRAPZ

SAID IT
WAS PART OF HER
"COUNSELING,” BuT
IF YOU ASK ME I
THINK THE TWO OF
‘EM ARE--



JUSTICEZ NEED VAS SUPERHUMANS,
'VE BEEN

you
I'M STILL NOT S CLOSURE, ABBY. Wi
SURE ABOUT AND I THINK THIS IS GIVEN GREAT
THIS. A GOODT PL_‘/}GE D GIFTS..
STAR

ILOSTA

IN THE STAMFORD
DISASTER. AND DO
YOU KNOW HOW
IGO0 ONZ

BY HONORING THEIR
MEMORIES. BY BEING
A MENTOR TO NEW,

& HEROES. o
BEING THE KIND
HERO HE'D
PROLD OF.
MR.
VAN PATRICKZ
HELLOZ




MIGHAELZ
MICHAEL
VAN PATR }GKZV

WHATZ! I'M gt
A LITTLE BUSY
RIGHT--SATELLITES
TRACKED

T 2 EVERYONE'S BEEN X
NO, I-- ALLED.E
WE'RE ON OUR > BASE DRAG YOU
WAY. cLOUD 9, g e tensy.
WE HAVE

HERE'S AN 2/
LEVEL UNDERSTOOD?

FLY BACK TO CAMP
WITH ME...

MICHAELZ
WHO WAS

THAT AT THE
DOORZ

| AN ENormovs,
S STONE SHIP..

.1S LANDING _

HEEE IN THE
HEART OF ‘
!— MANHATTAN! g




YOu CALL
THEM HEROES.
\ I CALL THEM

SO I AM
GENUINELY
SORRY.

LISTEN TO
WHAT THEY T¢

BEFO

OLD ME
RE THEY TRIED
TO KILL ME--

IRON MAN.
MR. FANTASTIC.
DOCTOR STRANGE.
BLACK BOLT.
THEY SHOT ME

INTO SPACE. '




THEY SENT
ME TO DIE. BUT I
SURVIVED. WITH MY

WARBOLIND.

/ Z.

AND CAIERA
THE OLPSTRONG
WAS MY QUEEN.

YOU HAVE
TWENTY-FOLIR
HOLRS TO

EVACUATE. 4

WHEN I
RETURN, I WANT TO
SEE MR. FANTASTIC,

IRON MAN AND
COMPUTER, g
STRANGE. \\\ | PALSE THE B
FEED.
GENTLEMEN,
IVE JUST BEEN
AND IF \ IN CONTACT WITH
THEYRE NOT RON MAN.
HERE...
WE HAVE A
PLAN IN PLACE

PROJEC
ACHILLE,

RHODEY,
THERE'S NO



7/ flany Stark’'s Armoryj,
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IMAGINE IT,

AND THEY'RE
BACK ON.
FOR NOW.
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Cc-CcUutT IT
OUT, HARDBALL.
WE DON'T HAVE
ANY LICENSED

INSTRUCTORS
HERE.

WE WOULDN'T
KNOW WHAT TO PO.
SOMEONE COULD

DIE..OR
\_ SOMETHING.

THE HEAD
CASE IS RIGHT,

MAN, WHEN DID
KOMODO BECOME
SUCH A PUSHOVERZ

WHAT DO THEY
GOT OVER YOU, GIRLZ
DO THEY KNOW
WHAT I KNOWZ THAT
YOU'RE REALLY--
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THEN WE
DIE WITH HONOR.
THAT'S WHAT
HEROES DO,
> CLOouUD 9.

AVENGERS
SENIORITYZ! LOOK
ME IN THE EYE AND

SAY THAT AGAIN,
DELROY!

AENGEE EONGEE Aaa VIR =PE WHATRE YOU 5;‘5”“@'
AND T q g . HARDBALLZ YOU

e R e ; KNOW SOMETHING

OBED WE DON'T2_




SON OF A
C#I*%

BAD, SIR.
SIX OF MY
x
AT el Gt
WHAT'S THE e
SITUATIONZ s THEYRE
HEADING INTO
THE COMBAT ZONE.
SIR, THEY

THE ENEMY.

INITIATIVE,
FALL IN!

YOUNG
HEROES. NO
SUPERVISION. NOT
ENOUGH TRAINING.
RUSHING IN HALF-
COCKED.

UN-FRICKIN-
BELIEVABLE.

OF THEM!

GENTLEMEN,

ON SECOND
THOUGHT,
SCREW THAT.
YOU'RE DOING
IT ANYWAY...

...LIKE
ANY OF You
HAVE A
CHOICE.




DO You
HEARZ THE DIN OF
S DIED

7 ours, THIS's
ALL WRONG. THE
AVENGERS, THE
FANTASTIC FOUR, THEY
KNOW WHAT THEY'RE
DOING. MAYBE
WE SHOULD--

JusT
REMEMBER YOLR
TRAINING. YOU'LL

A DO E

YEAHZ WHAT
HAPPENED TO
THAT KID FROM
P\ TEN MINUTES
AGOZ

NEWSFLASH.
THAT KID SAW A
TEN-FOOT-TALL

IRON MAN GET HIS
HEAD HANDED I
TO HIM!

WELL
LUCKY FOR PART OF AN
You, YOU'RE NOT ARMY NOW, AN
ARMY OF...
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