7th Grade                                                 
                                         Moon Phases

Materials Needed:

· Heavy paper (cardstock is good)
· 1’ loose leaf binder rings (or string)

· Copies of the phases of the moon pictures (copied on legal size paper)
· Colored pencils

· Glue

· Hole punch

· Scissors

Procedure:
· Cut the card stock (8 ½ x 11 inch sheets) into quarters
· Each student will need 18 sheets (8 for each phase, 8 for notes on each phase, a cover and back)

· Punch two holes on the long side of the quartered sheets and bind them with the rings or string.

· Students will cut out the pictures of each moon phase and use resource materials to match that phase with the correct name.  

· Begin on page 2 of the booklet with the “New Moon” Phase and skipping every other page, continue the moon cycle through “Crescent Waning Moon”.  Glue the picture on the correct page with the correct moon phase name.
· Students can decorate the cover of the booklet.

Assignment:
Students will observe the moon for one full 28 day cycle (if possible).  Find the picture that looks like the phase the moon is in, and on the next page, record:
· Time of observation

· General direction of the moon in the sky (northern, southern, etc.)

· Weather

· Color of the moon and other distinct characteristics (rings, etc.)

In the classroom, there is a chart for students to record their observations as a class.  

