HAND FASTING CEREMONY:

Opening Remarks
JOP: We have come together here in celebration of the joining together of <Bride> and <Groom>. Others would ask at this time “Who gives the bride in marriage, but I ask simply if she comes of her own will and if she has her family’s blessing. <Bride>, is it true that you come of your own free will and accord?
<Bride>: Yes, it is true.
JOP: With whom do you come and whose blessings accompany you?
FOB: She comes with me, her father, and is accompanied by all of her family’s blessings. [FOB sits down.]

Reading: Why Marriage?
Because to the depths of me, I long to love one person, with all my heart, my soul, my mind, my body. 
Because I need a forever friend to trust with the intimacies of me, who won’t hold them against me, who loves me when I am unlikable, who sees the small child in me, and looks for the divine potential of me. 
Because I need to cuddle in the warmth of the night with someone who is thankful, with someone I feel blessed to hold.
Because marriage means opportunity to grow in love and friendship.
Because, knowing this, I promise myself to take full responsibility for my spiritual, mental, and physical wholeness, I create me, I take half of the responsibility for my marriage together we create our marriage.
Because with this understanding the possibilities are limitless.

Calling Corners
In times past it was believed that the human soul shared characteristics with all things divine. It is this belief which assigned virtues to the cardinal directions; East, South, West, and North. It is in this tradition that a blessing is offered in support of this ceremony.
Blessed be this union with the gifts of the East. Communication of the heart, mind, and body. Fresh beginnings with the rising of each Sun. The knowledge of the growth found in the sharing of silences.
Blessed be this union with the gifts of the South. Warmth of hearth and home. The heat of the heart’s passion. The light created by both to lighten the darkest of times.
Blessed be this union with the gifts of the West. The deep commitments of the lake. The swift excitement of the river. The refreshing cleansing of the rain. The all encompassing passion of the sea.
Blessed be this union with the gifts of the North. Firm foundation on which to build. Fertility of the fields to enrich your lives. A stable home to which you may always return.
Each of these blessings from the four cardinal directions emphasizes those things which will help you build a happy and successful union. Yet they are only tools. Tools which you must use together in order to create what you seek in this union.



LIGHTING OF THE UNITY CANDLE

Unity Candle
JOP: To remind you that the two lives we unite today were created by others, we ask your parents come forward. [parents arrive] 

Have you any words for this couple?
Parents Make Comments


JOP: <Groom>, this candle represents you. We ask your parents to light your flame, as they provided you the spark of life years ago. [parents light candle] <Bride>, this candle represents you. We ask your parents to light your flame as they provided you the spark of life years ago. [parents light candle] <Bride> and <Groom>, this candle represents your union from this day forward. If you are truly ready to merge your lives, we ask that you light this flame together. [light candle using personal candles]

Reading: The Art of Marriage
Happiness in marriage is not something that just happens. A good marriage must be created. In the Art of Marriage: The little things are the big ones. It is never being too old to hold hands. 

It is remembering to say “I love you” at least once a day. It is never going to sleep angry.

It is at no time taking the other for granted. 

It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives. 

It is standing together facing the world. 

It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 

It is doing things for each other, not in the attitude of duty or sacrifice, 

but in the spirit of joy. 

It is standing together facing the world. 

It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways. 

It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding, and a sense of humor. 

It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. 

It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow. 

It is finding room for the things of the spirit. 

It is a common search for the good and the beautiful. 

It is establishing a relationship in which the independence is equal, 

Where dependence is mutual and the obligation is reciprocal. 

It is not only marrying the right partner, it is being the right partner.

Presenting the Wedding Wreath – reading by family & friends.


Person 1: [Places wreath on easel.] 

This wreath symbolizes the marriage that <Groom> and <Bride> are celebrating here today. We, their friends and their family, will create a visual symbol of their vows: a wreath that will decorate their home, as love decorates their lives. This wreath will let them remember the love shared by all of us here today.


Person 2: 

The wreath has been created from ivy, a traditional symbol of Matrimony and Friendship. The circular shape of the wreath mirrors the rings that <Groom> and <Bride> will exchange and symbolizes the never ending devotion that they pledge each other on this day. 

Ivy does not feed upon the tree or stone it clings to. Nothing can separate the ivy from a tree it has once embraced, and if the tree falls, the ivy stays upon it. The ivy is held to the soil by its own roots. It gets nothing from the substance of the companion, although it dies on the same spot, it dies in its own time, making its own independent gesture. 

Today, <Groom> and <Bride> will cement the bond they share, but they will not cease to grow as individuals.


Person 3: 

These are branches of larkspur, a traditional symbol of humor and levity, and dock, a symbol of patience. 

These are added with a wish that <Groom> and <Bride> will never lose the patience and humor which help to sustain their relationship through even the roughest times and enrich their daily life.


Person 4: 

This rosemary symbolizes remembrance. I add this to the wreath with the wish that <Groom> and <Bride> never allow each other to forget the way that they feel today, and that they will always recall the romance and passion that they felt on the day of their meeting. 

This tarragon symbolizes the unselfish regard with which they should treat one another, today as always.


Person 5: 

I add violets and snowdrops which symbolize faithfulness and hope. <Groom> and <Bride> will need these traits throughout their lives together. Their faith and trust in one another will be strengthened as time goes on. Without hope, there is no chance of success. With hope they will realize that they can achieve every goal.


Person 6: These roses symbolize the passion, beauty, and unity that <Groom> and <Bride> feel today. May they always take the time to find the beauty around them, the passion within them, and to feel the strength that their unity provides them. May they always recall and honor the vows they make today.



Blessing of Hands - reading


JOP: <Groom> and <Bride>, please join hands and listen to what I am about to say. Above you are the stars. Below you are the stones. As time passes, remember: like a stone, your love should be firm. Like the stars, your love should be constant. Let the powers of the mind and of the intellect guide you in your marriage. Let the strength of your wills bind you together. Let the power of love and desire make you happy, and the strength of your dedication make you inseparable. Be close, but not too close. Possess one another, yet be understanding. Have patience with one another; storms will come, but they will pass quickly.

<Bride>, please face <Groom> and hold his hands, palms up, so you may see the gift that they are to you. These are the hands, young and strong and vibrant with love, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life. These are the hands you will place with expectant joy against your stomach, until he too feels his child stir within your womb. These are the hands that look so large and clumsy, yet will be gentle as he holds your baby for the first time. These are the hands that will love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness. These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow and tears of joy. These are the hands that will comfort you in illness and hold you when fear or grief rack your mind. These are the hands that will tenderly life your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes, eyes that are filled completely with his love and desire for you.


<Groom>, please hold <Bride>’s hands, palms up, where you may see the gift that they are to you. These are the hands that are smooth, young, and carefree, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life. These are the hands that will hold each child in tender love, soothing them through illness and hurts, supporting and encouraging them along the way, and knowing when it’s time to let go. These are the hands that will massage tension from your neck and back in the evenings, after you’ve both had a long hard day. These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times. They are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick and console you when you are grieving. These are the hands that will love you and cherish you through the years of lifetime and happiness. These are the hands that will hold you in joy and excitement and hope. These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together everything you wish for can be realized.

Bless the hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another. Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the dark of disillusionment. Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their love. Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in grace, rich in caring, and devoted to reaching for perfect unity. May <Bride> and <Groom> see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter, and guide.

The Handfasting itself:


JOP: Please join hands. As your hands are joined, so your lives, holding each other, caressing each other, supporting each other, loving each other. Look into each other’s eyes. 

<Groom>, will you cause her pain?
<Groom>: I may.
JOP: Is that your intent?
<Groom>: No.
JOP: <Bride>, will you cause him pain?
<Bride>: I may.
JOP: Is that your intent?
<Bride>: No.
JOP: Will you share each other’s pain and seek to ease it?
<Bride> and <Groom>: Yes.
[JOP drapes first chord across <Groom> and <Bride>’s hands]


JOP: <Bride>, will you share his laughter?
<Bride>: Yes.
JOP: <Groom>, will you share her laughter?
<Groom>: Yes
JOP: Will both of you look for the brightness in life and the positive in each other?
<Bride> and <Groom>: Yes.
[JOP drapes second chord across <Groom> and <Bride>’s hands]


JOP: <Bride>, will you burden him?
<Bride>: I may.
JOP: Is that your intent?
<Bride>: No.
JOP: <Groom>, will you burden her?
<Groom>: I may.
JOP: Is that your intent?
<Groom>: No.
JOP: Will you share the burdens of each so that your spirits may grow in this union?
<Groom> and <Bride>: Yes
[JOP drapes third chord across <Groom> and <Bride>’s hands]


JOP: <Groom>, will you share her dreams?
<Groom>: Yes.
JOP: <Bride>, will you share his dreams?
<Bride>: Yes.
JOP: Will you dream together to create new realities and hopes?
<Groom> and <Bride>: Yes
[JOP drapes fourth chord across <Groom> and <Bride>’s hands]


JOP: <Bride>, will you cause him anger?
<Bride>: I may.
JOP: Is that your intent?
<Bride>: No.
JOP: <Groom>, will you cause her anger?
<Groom>: I may
JOP: Is that your intent?
<Groom>: No.
JOP: Will you take the heat of anger and use it to temper the strength of this union?
<Groom> and <Bride>: We will.
[JOP drapes fifth chord across <Groom> and <Bride>’s hands]


JOP: <Groom>, will you honor her?
<Groom>: I will.
JOP: <Bride>, will you honor him?
<Bride>: I will.
JOP: Will you seek to never give cause to break that honor?
<Groom> and <Bride>: We shall never do so.
[JOP drapes sixth chord across <Groom> and <Bride>’s hands]


JOP: The knots of this binding are formed not by these chords but instead by your vows. 
Repeat after me:

<Groom>: I, <Groom>, promise you, <Bride>, that I will be your husband from this day forward, to love and respect you, to support and hold you, to make you laugh and to be there when you cry, to softly kiss you when you are hurting, and to be your companion and your friend, on this journey that we will now make together.


<Bride>: I, <Bride>, promise you, <Groom>, that I will be your wife from this day forward, to love and respect you, to support and hold you, to make you laugh and to be there when you cry, to softly kiss you when you are hurting, and to be your companion and your friend, on this journey that we will now make together.


JOP: Here before witnesses, <Groom> and <Bride> have sworn vows to each other. With these chords, I bind them to the vows that they have made. 

[JOP ties chords in a loose knot.] 

This binding is enforced by both of their wills. 

[Chords are slid off and placed on the altar.]


Reading: Apache Wedding Poem
Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be a shelter to the other.
Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.
Now there is no loneliness for you, for each of you will be companion to the other.
Now you are two bodies, but there is only one life before you.
May your days be good and long upon the earth!


CALL FOR THE RINGS 

Ring bearer approaches and presents the rings


Exchanging of Rings
JOP: <Bride> and <Groom>, as these circles are designed without an ending, they speak of eternity. May the incorruptible substance of these rings represent a love, glowing with increasing luster, through the years. Bless these rings, which you give to each other as the sign of your love, trust, and faithfulness.


<Groom>: Take this ring as a sign of my love, and as a symbol of all that we share, in token and pledge, of my constant faith and abiding love.


<Bride>: Take this ring as a sign of my love, and as a symbol of all that we share, in token and pledge, of my constant faith and abiding love.

Closing Remarks
JOP: Now that you have joined yourselves in matrimony, may you strive always to meet this commitment with the same spirit you now exhibit. We all bear witness to this ceremony you have just performed and you may now call yourselves by those old and respected names, Husband and Wife.  We ask that God may Bless this union. 

You may kiss the bride.

